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Abstract

Invasive thymoma has different clinical characteristics and prognosis. The most invasive subtype
with a greater tendency for metastasis and spread is thymic cancer. Due to the widespread spread
of these tumors, surgical resection often fails to achieve the goal of cure, thus requiring effective
non-surgical treatment. However, although some chemotherapy regimens have been proven effec-
tive, the standard treatment methods other than platinum based chemotherapy are not yet clear.
In recent years, immunotherapy has shown positive clinical efficacy in other malignant tumors,
making it a potential treatment option for refractory TETs. The high expression of PD-L1 and ab-
undant CD8+lymphocytes on thymic tumor cells provide strong evidence for the treatment of
thymic epithelial tumors with immune checkpoint inhibitors (ICIs) targeting the PD-1/PD-L1 path-
way. Existing literature suggests that high expression of PD-L1 is a predictive factor for reactive
immunotherapy. However, compared to other cancer patients, TET patients treated with immune
checkpoint inhibitors are more prone to adverse events such as musculoskeletal and neuromus-
cular events. At present, the efficacy and standard treatment plan of ICIs in TET still need to be
confirmed, and larger clinical trials are needed to determine the effectiveness and safety of ICIs.
This article reviews the biology of TETs and their potential impact on immunotherapy tolerance,
as well as clinical experimental results of immune checkpoint inhibitors, in order to understand
the potential risks and benefits of immunotherapy. In order to optimize these drugs for treating
refractory TETs, further clinical research is urgently needed to evaluate the availability of immu-
notherapy drugs and describe their basic mechanisms of action on immunotherapy targets. The
purpose is to summarize the clinical research progress of immunotherapy in the treatment of
TETSs. Future research should focus on identifying predictive biomarkers for patients with TETs, and
implement multicenter collaboration and appropriate clinical trials targeting rare tumor types to
make immunotherapy a feasible alternative to the treatment of advanced thymic tumors.
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1. 5|15

I e AR I P Gk g i i R e, R TR R, B AR 40 B T S R R KT 52 4 R R R
vt EEVEH, HIANAE T Ik E 20 5 4k B itk (CDA) M4 i 75 7 (CD8) Ik R 41 i (1 73 AL MR, T Ik ES
YR AN HL NI R, LA RN R E SR A R 1 WA [1] . R L R P iR (thymic ep-
ithelial tumor, TET) A & it 83 Fh AH X 27 DL — Fh iogg 2R 8, 5 | & Gy fIEI MR 2R A0 0% B P R
LM 3.93/100 Fi[2]. KK 2 s A iE PR IG R B 70 PR AR XS 32 PR . 2015 4F WHO H4 i Jiit 1 5z i gd 43
NARL AB R, B1AY, B2 A, B3 BYAN C BY(RIM N, ELAEINARSRZ N o), oA — e AR Ak
BT R B A2 AT RIS o AR R 2L U R B R AR M AT N 2 5, LSS o R R R e 4
(AL, AB BRI BL Y. mfadl(B2 ALA0 B3 )M s 2 (C BY)3 MEAY . AN 4r 42 (Rl Fi6 T T A TS
FAAE— 22 o AHEU B 4r YA F R AR VA PE VDB A2 00 R B 58 & Bl J5 I Bk S fa B DR 3 . L AR
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Masaoka-Koga /-1 & 4t, | #1: PR ILSERANE, o8 FaEIMZIL: 1 B B 2 IR A IR L2
JOYNBE G 7 2 ZL s BRI 1 B PIBR DR 04N S5 M (. O K EUm); IVA 1. B 4
(B EER); VB A WREE IR R, Bl B R CA B R SO L) . KR SCIRE I -
e o W5 BB AR A 0, R 4 RS, AR A R . BRI b2 5 ITMIG S50 B iR
7t Masaoka-Koga 73 R 4t i[RI R A TNM 43 1 R 45 [3]

2. REFMMBRENIGKRI . EFRERAAFISH

2B TE A M AMZ 28 S e MR 2B IR, RN AERZR IR . &R CT %5
fET, Wi CT Hse/E A s e, BEREPSERE, BN TATRE, WX A N, 535 CT 1
SRR IR N I E)— 8, R WIRSEREAR, CT ity sisait, 2R EPEmi. REMEREZ
P s AR N B A0 AR EL A T oK R it AR ol e A SR TR R B3] o M e i R I 22 S 0K
RN ERINEWINAE, (RPN E R I P BN, AR U0 2 A P 5% e WPl PR
M, WATRIOIHAT /1. BT, TORE, AR PRE RIS, AR S MR A & i s & H
S ST . X T REIE BE, Ek, RET AN RN, IR
B A R IESE CT. IS N EBRRIEERR R (B-HCG). H A& F(AFP). 24 iEit£(CBC). /M
THEG FLU, MR I PR Fi8 0F 30k 6 3E 47 98000 AU & B - IE H T R T SR LIT R BAR T AL 2
(FDGPETI/CT) (4= &5k fii 2 KRR H0) . IThReA 2. B MRI. S5 22 A0 B3 IO AG VP4l AN o] B8
S, BT AW AS K T RE A AR R, 2 AT UGS, XS TR e B S VA AN AT Uk 1 R e
BEATE IS METTERL, EATTATA0EL 28 JVEAS S an &t 28 JVEAS T2 Wi (B I AT AT ORGSR . an i
MR I PRARF AU A8 R ISR Z P58 A2 T 0B 060 i i e o, AL 8 6, 5 52 422 B A AR K PR 6 o 2 4% AU
JNEIE G ARG . RS N AETC RIS T AT, RERRIE, BN, HEE AN SR
FINTTEEI I [4]0 LA EAF TR, IR b e sl A 2 VS i, DA IRg e R 41, I EE R i tis o
R M R 75 5 DU MR AR S0 © WiRRE @ PEARTEAERE O Mg A @ MRS R v g
® rigtEk B 4iiutk R .

3. IRFEMMBRERATT

FAREREMIRIT R EEZT B, FUONCIR MR IE 2 M B, 58 4 VIBRAR R e A A7 1 B 2 35
(TIUE BRI 2 [5] [6]. XF T 56, VATS 1 RATS CBUNARHE 7. XTI e, iva DI BR b A
NREFEENNAIT I3, ERTAEEFARA —E R, RIS 25 ain 7 s [7]. o TE2h
I I Ja) PSR SR S A PR 83 5 A RN R R B AT B Y R, RRRRTI S 2 UIRR, AR
MAEiaYT, LLEENAE H K AT, A7 B T80 R 4 (T RE SUVF 5 86 T RNV E0E0T)
BT SEEI R ERI[6]. LLERTFIRY], Ml — 2, it OB, HERF S FARIRIELI RSN
BEPARUIBR, BUOMMEBOR, Mo &, RYEWA KRB TR, HEB ARV G R &R
Wefme MR & EENLTC 8, IR VIRR IR 1 e v AT PR R T 2 i s B8
F AT TRV R, AR5 BT LSO O E LR AT . T RO TIRRIY | I E ARG R K
IR NT, AT ARIGHBNGIT . T R UIBR 11 LB B ik B SR B R S m b et HERF
ARJGATIT T BTSSR )T « LA 58 BYIRR, 32 B 2B AR o UGB T AR VIBR /& Masaoka
| YIRS T BT T . B MR DT BR A BE A 2 A I R U R AR A 2% T B BT A A B g A
N T BEINFARYIGEIVE RN, o] Bl i tho S 4 DTk o SRk R e 08 o B BOR o KR D) 1y B s 00 B3R
8, WGBSR . AR A R IC R SE G, R 2 Al FE i UL HE RV e 7% 1 A7
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TE[8]. A RAZMIEIATT 7 ZHIFH LR, #2 | Mg e VIR EE 5 FAFEN 100%, EREN
1%. XEEREANFEEIBUEGTT, ST 0 IEE, 5 FEFEN 8%, HRELN 4% [9]. FARIEH
SEIRITHERE, WRBRR R IB0, FARRME—MEIT IR, BRI H T RS S B B e 1R
JY[10]. SRT, B ARBEG VRSN KT A IR[11]). KREBURE TR IIEMNAREBUT P IkE . (EhH
AR T RITFARIDG A, AL EEEME L mm DN ER, w5 ETHMBIARECT, LK)
W R ALEB]. fERXMIEM T, WHO WAHARMRES, Ky B ARtk A BRI R KT he
e AR HATVEAG I A AE 1N BB Bl 5B AP AEROR B R e B, Rl e RGP T A0IE 28 B RS, R T3
Iar P2 S IR T SR EAN G B . DU A AR AT, B A BT 1R 2 W22 A %A 50%~80% -
CUlFH A 85 RAGT7 20 A L 3 I B 25 2 RN R B L 1% (PAC) , IRV BT 28 3% L KR T A 3R i i (ADOC),
IR B R KBTI, IR A KB R (VIP) . ARRTAST RSAT F T VPG X L 259 7F
AT P BEERC  Gn SR R AE B AT IS RN e IR, T AR AR AU YT, REE
Ree AT S 43 HALL 1] Sy 17 A e s K ok O B R DI BRI I A D% SCHRFRE 2 ICE B By o7 Hh 48
[FE ST [12] DA B SCERIGE R B, R — S b7 7 R O UE A 2, AR BRAR AT S AR IR T 752
WIASBERA, B IR 2 VA 9T 7 S AR R R I AR T 2, 2 B AT RECA VR E TETSs (1)
BITIER .

4. RIERIT

1) TET *h TMB 55 PD1/PD-L1 EikfI< &

TMB (tumor mutation burden)$& g7 28745 6 fuf, & AT LARE B T S 28 ¥R 97 IR, TMB H 5 B384
FERUE L, TMB {E 8 Ry, B AR AR A, [, Bk . TMB el T g v A 7] SO A% 7 B % 7 (nsSNVs)
Mg, sem e A PR R LS, X R T DAl R Sl SR, AT ICTs TE R = AR I IR R
RIfFIEE T B TMB SME MR A S 2 b, X n] DMl oF 51k T g s s, RE
HEUS T et g, (HIFERpTE 2 ai T iy i B T DUR I iR 41 i PD-L1 SRiAF TMB #E47H
Sl. BT TETs i TMB 8K, RARIUHHUR, IXBRGI T RAERE w4 T 40M0y7 ik & e [13]. iR
4 i PD-L1 KA H TMB J2 & M4T PD-1/PD-L1 HIAEMbREY) . PD-L1 Bt PD-1 45 G uE iR T 48
WIS 5@, HRIAKFREI4T PD-1 F147% PD-L1 ICIs fI3EPE. PD-L1 &%t PD-1/PD-L1 YA97 fi
FH T A= b 54 [13] [14]. BB b e ieRa 2 N BT A iR v R SR AR A far (TMB) SR AAR R R 22—
AL 43 16 i S 7 2 v D IR SRR A A, 3K T AR G A e R R AR T R 2R, R 9 £
SERPEIRTTIT R — N A br 4, BAEIRR b, X1 W i b B g 2658 vl R — /A A )
TH, GET IR0 PD-1 Pufk . TG RGBT YT 80 2 P R h A3 BESE, Sy 25 N
5 32 BRI R TN 752 441 (PD-1) F2F AR T IH 752 AR AAR-1 (PD-LY) FIZH A EE P T k240
MG -4 (CTLA-A)SE . JiE IR AR 5 s I I TR o DA% G2 38 9 TGV E v JRa TV BUFR SHIY Bii B
Ji g A A DG [13]. DA B SCRRARGE RN, AR SR BB TR B TR TETs B M TIE A Ybr &4, IR
St 22 0B AR VR SR 2 DU i 98 28 R PR 3 224 I PR a0 S G 8 Y I A R S A fek 8 v T IR R AT B AR
ES

2) PD-1/PD-L1 7F il fiit b= Rz iryeq v (1 4 F -

FERE UV, iy T 78 UM R a7 i R OCE E MR, b A48 e i A A
HIFUMIE R, WPt CTLA-4.PD-1 F1 PD-L1 FIPiLHAR[15] [16]. /£ —LLhfF 75, il B =388 1 PD-LY,
X5 PD-1 fl PD-L1 HUAR1 B 47 s WAHIE[17] [18]. 5 CTLA-4 Hufkttl, f#H PD-1 #1 PD-L1 Hiikigsr
Jii 5 IrAES [ A2 38 KR BERA, (E R I - 1 Jir g 5838 1) 7™ B irAE'S IR AE Za ALzt vy T LA i gg 2R 2 ) s 5
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HA R RIEHFART 1% [19]. 4FEAAE T T 4UiR MK PD-1 S5 4n e i PD-L1 45 &1, 41
M T 40i e N N, MR 25 T AR E , R e 5 NG ) A Ab B & G A o8,
BRI AR > 5 B B R PR ARG, B TR BE 2 18, 78 36 I AR Ry X 73R BOK % Lombardi £5-& i iE
HUBET T — TR PO RS, SERCT T pembrolizumab 7E £/ — LT S R (0 5 R I R e R
(s 2 R T, FHTHL pd-1 Fifk pembrolizumab. iZWF TN 41 Bl g3, b 40 BIFF & 4 FIE ATV
i, BERGFE 3 A% 200 mg BRMEHUAYT, #4249, ARVERCD AR, 1515 i 2 R
MAEHERR . Tz BE VIR [R] 9 20 N H (IQR 14~26) . 34522k 1) 3% L5l 22.5% (95% CI 9 10.8~38.5); 1
151 (3%) He 5 ST 5E 4 25, 8 191(20%) H 5 S 70 2, 21 191(53%) S se it ke e o« e WK 3 4%
B 4 WA R FAE R TR IR e A T 2 R e B T 1 (% 5 191 [13%]) - 6 191(15%) 58 5 HH B0 ™ B2 1Y) 1 &
TREVEEEME, Hob 2 f1(5%) B E IO . TEHTI, A 17 ABETD, (HEA AFETEME. Zi AR
Pembrolizumab 7 il g B8 2 (6T BAT — 58 BUVE T AT 5t o (M i 28 vh 1 B G e PR L A 2 7Y
(DS e B DL, T A X G e KB 3V T BT 0 00 AT 40 M o 7 56 ] 1) 55— T3 pembrolizumab 2 )
W, 7 BRI R E R 26 4 IR B AN . ZT RANHERS S E S R w7
o1l 6y Jityee KB i oA 5 R R PR E N B e e, 1 R E SR T E R [19]. BT JIRR S G e i 57
REAAHDG, DNG S R T 1 B e AR DG o Bl LI B & S e 2 NG /1, KEF TR,
B2 ity T R R 2 e ML ENUE /7, IR RREREE (B MR . 202040 A P A B e 2T 1, S RE AL
#, FAEAI /8 H 2 A 2 WU E B AL ) Z B RS A LR SR R . 5 AR A L, BRI B2
TIEIRTT Ja KA B B % B KU B

CTLA-4. PD-1\PD-L1

AN PR BT 5T HIFRIEACPAE T Ui A R 2284k, CTLA-4 ¥ 1E T stk F R IA
JEEK, 1 PD-17E T 4G4k J5 HAZRIA[20] [21]. 1) ICB i T4 I MPRNZ I T 40D HER 1, 2)
PD-1 FH i 3= 2195 T 32 v M I 2 i 1 CD8 T 4By 14, 3) CTLA-4 HITH)5 T 1COS+ thl ¥ CD4
RS RIE R CD8 T 4HMIf 414, 4) (UK MR =g 1% CD4 Al CD8 T A A i A1 2 5 i g A= K AH
Je[20]. FE PR BT A RIR 85 0 22 2 (15T CTLA-4 At PD-1 Bk E VAT 7 Rt om, £/ — & b
AT AR 1K LA ] 248 HRATL 1) PR 00 A FH () At [22]

A 1R 2R B 5T

HRZHRN MR R, TETs BA JEH KA 35 M8 548 51 4 (TMB), HRARRE R TMB =T
IR, i, E TETs IR 1 PD-L1 ()5 3RiA f¥E A PD-1/PD-L1 (% iR 7 7E TETs M rh BoR i
TEPE[23]. AT T ARE R AN AE TR A 1 (PDL) & AT R N IR & A2 —. PD1 53 fig{k PDL1
A PDL2 MEESHAGESHTE T 4ifl. PD-1 KA FEFRERMN T MR EEYL . PD-1
FERUSE T 20 b P 3 R g 240 B b 1) PDIL-1 s fih g 4 o b ke e Jof e S %8 o FELMT PD-1 2 i (1 E 24
PEIR YT TRI% . Pembrolizumab (Keytruda) /& —Ff N JEAL 5w BT PD-1 Hifk, O BMEMR R 3T 7T
I ERERRIT MR R R, ISRk P S 21%~34% M B M (ORR). 7E NV HIA
ATYIBRIEZR T, BT 5 — A e 2 I ipilimumab (FFULERET Yervoy). FEXEVA T TE/N A AR
filieE (NSCLC) AR R #5115 S 10 ORR Ny 19%~25%. FET-ixX L6455, pembrolizumab #%2%E FDA
HEVHE T35 77 10 301 28 2008 A NSCLC . fIRI 411 il PDLL 2838 AT BE A2 A 2800 s B TR IRl - 4 40 Wi 6 1,
FLA v DR R A7 47 1R MR 1T e 5 BUIE AE 22 MR AR DGET B s, % pembrolizumab BA B4 1) RS
AL FE Ik O R 0 HL A S (RS Ve R v, WD 3 W vT DASEEILZY) 20%~50%(1) ORR. =ik 60%f1 i
BRAED BRI, (ALE<10%H ] S22 3/4 HEtE. Tl A R -5 FARIR T RERRG, FF R
Al 5, X ] e SEUAIT K IE[24]. 456 PD-1 AR M R vh s R A R
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[ Bt B AR AN RSN R AR 26 BB, AR I R S FH o BB 2% B8 (R SR 2 AU o A W 7 0
T W RRPIE T PDL-1 (3R, IR HAE AP PD-1 AT PD-LL Gy i 751 5 B 1 785 7 00U A= b 2
HHEMZMSE 2 w1 B2/B3 MR, SVt EI TR, PDLL fmiRiA(>50%), {# BT pdl 254
pembrolizumab V677 . 4554t PD1 e & sl 77 56 — NG 7 B WS K& S A R A R34,
BFEILZE . LR FERENUG I FISET[25]. ML AR B PD-1 #5700 456 FHABL T 5 7% e e A DGR R 5
PR R ELBIAR DG, DR LA 1 8 R V6T R 7 BRI E R A P X e 245 . 1R B MR IR R R MRS UL T
FERSRATT B J J5 A PR IERIE YT 5. FERXMIEIL T, B25769T7 B4 H lenvatinib (—Fh BAG P E 4
B P 22 T S R BT 700), B2 4 ) pembrolizumab (— 40 ZERG AT S FR), IX P FP G YRR 22
IR IR TT TR RIS T — 8 MG RIS 1 o H A SRS, X P 24P A B I FH T R G Ay e e 28
Boeh AW ENEME. — B s KEBI 1| $I5F5, PECATI I 5 £ 4L lenvatinib B4
pembrolizumab &7 43 {5116 11 b3- i iy S g i 265 AR M R 22 Ak, SR 8 B T B /b — PR AT o
B Jaib . IR E A LU 5 A B EAEAFWIPFS), REL AR SRR SRR (AL
. BARE, TCs H1f pembrolizumab B4 2% N 22.5%, T A1E(0S) N 25.4 M H, 1697
TG 5 F AR R L 20%, R ICH AR SN TET 9T bR E T & . HIAT S 3~4 HAAEMH AR
RS AR T4, REAR S B 5 G P20 (AID)H < 1 i e 5 5 [26]. IR, 4% ihiv MR T TC
1 B3 BLTE AID (0l ssd £ LU/ b 3. S92 b, pembrolizumab F71 lenvatinib 41 & EL 2438 7 HiAth
SRR S TE . JE T LLERTHE, lenvatinib A1 pembrolizumab {F g 8 —J7ikAE TET &I — 2 HIGIT
RISt AWEFUXT 46 151 A TR R b 1z g 1) 263 134T 3 mglkg IR AN BRI BB TT, R BRI 4
HIEWRITIEE 3 MHMEE 5 M HB . —4 TC B f—4 T-B2 38 ISR I N RFSE 18] 43 51 9 AN H
A1 14 ™ H . nivolumab 697 J5 AL AEAERT AR 7.4 A H[27]. DL EE3EZR B nivolumab w4 A 11697 iR
R MR, AR TR E R, FRATTR E AR MR SR TN 52 55 BRI S R

R 4 B4 (Avelumab)

BiT 24 BT —Fh 52 45 NPT PD-I1 1gGL # 78 FEHTIA(MAD), itk F 13697 BR 7 JR 40 e AN R i b 7
o Pt pd-11 AT pd-1 PRS2 PE R 4F, HARARPEFRE AE (rAES) IR 2380, g 5848 fugig . i
JAHAH PD-L1 1 PD-L2 [ A LA IR (O 5% 1R T S R0 70 0 ) P s 2 G e 7 4 P R AR AR 3541
{H PD-L1 7E M Jlye rh ik A2y 23%~68%, 71 flffs RIS %y 70%~75%. BT PD-L1 7E TETs
FIRBREE, ARG T R R B avelumab 1] PD-L1 (22 4 PEANIG PRIEE . 0 7R ik
BT BB 358 52 i ke S avelumab #8360 20 8h, &5 2 B 1 IRk GO 7 Bl R VERIRRRT R 1 49182k 1
Jig e, 4 2 JEEIKTEST avelumab 10 mg/kg~20 mg/kg. Hi# 1 (IVA ], WHO B3 TV B4l e (45 T
avelumab 7697 2 A5 B 3 2% CPK Fhmfll 1 %1198 . HIIRSEMEIBEAE S 18 RIF4h, BEAE LI = 7 1)
filgdl, TE 6 B NBHD . 5 43 REATIIFSIE B, REFHRAMT R, (B30 299 805 e 5% o
B R 52 avelumab J477 . &3 2 (IVB ], WHO B3 iR 7E CPK M5 & By T s il 7 =518
1) avelumab 697 . M3 HBLIRNUIGE /) ff 2 SR i i e 2k . RO, & E /I AR . £ 1 Avelumab
ARERIRIT: B 49 RITIR I IRGKMERE, 55 171 RIFH, SR, B35 3 (IVB 1, WHO WA B2 fiiy
RRJR)7EE FH avelumab J5 1 & CPK FHr, 23 KJGEFIEAE . BN K BEREESR AR (MR S 5 L% — 5
BIABRA . 5 23 RITAA M IRZE I B, 5200 7 1MW 2k« SRIEIREAESE 87 KA. B3 K52 avelumab
FRIT. B3 6 (IVA I, WHO B2 fififs) 758 F avelumab 2 K5 B 2 HAFMR IR ER 4 S 1. ¥R
J7 8 RIGME ] CPK. RITA R ML M (AST) A M R BHALT) Fr i, I DRGE IR, 75N 60
mg/d.o [P PR s . 750 PR DB, i & 790 mil, YRYT 13 KU NEEAEMY =, FIUIHEE . HUaE .
TEF IS = 0 B (R e R L IR I S S 3R R S, 823 CPK, AST i ALT A 5787 1E T F%.
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TEEE 18 RAEE 19 K, N5 T WRIF BRI e, S CPK IEH . SR, HTHRAMFS A m, T
FREEMIE A S HE, 7555 23 RITEAF BKIE SRR A, SEEEE R A 3 J8 NIBHTY 5% - W T8 55 3 R
AR A K. 5 8 (IVB #, WHO BL i i) e i3 3 IRVE 2 Ai#:s2 1 11 7] avelumab. 2535k
B AVNIEAS SRR B i R ARG S ORE . DUIRBRMIFATRIT G IEVS IR . REA1EH & itk
W48, A5 CPK Bl 2 ok W55 [28] . LA E45 3B PD-L1 IR EAEA S A R 1 = R
b fltgRg 5B R B MR S 1 o IX AR BT PD-LL 1697 B R I M BRR 3k — B IR PR T A LB . N
TR R B R ICHs (e A VERNRTAT Y, SR ELE AR TR B B G MR I R R L

5. RERRE

T IBE IR T TE1R 28 M IR R 583 R T s A 1 N R IG PR S I8 B B ICIs 78 HyG 97 TR A fE kAT
Rlk, k= — @ BRI T MBS LA 7 kil , Jm B I T — B O AR A, Ak B A S A A
-3 (LAG-3). T Ui yZERE A ITIM 25035 A (TIGIT) A T bk 40 B 320 25 (1 (BTLA) &5 245 W 75 Hi g
b Rz R v ) SR RE AT PRI T, (HIE AR WARE[29] o 17 2% 14 M Jied 75 12252 G 2 V60 T B e R PR XSS 2 1 S 2F
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