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Abstract

Gas vesicles (GVs) are nano-scaled, hollow proteinaceous structures found in numerous prokaryo-
tic microorganisms such as cyanobacteria and archaea. Their function is to provide buoyancy to
cells, giving them the ability to control their floating depth in the aqueous environment. The wall
of GVs is about 2 nm thick, hydrophobic inside and hydrophilic outside, and gas molecules can be
freely exchanged through it. Presently, about 8~20 genes encoding GVs have been identified,
among which GvpA and GvpC genes that encode wall structural proteins are particularly critical.
The expression of the GvpA gene is necessary for synthesis, while the expression of the GvpC gene
is not, but the expression of the GvpC protein enhances the pressure resistance of the wall. By re-
moving, adding or modifying GvpC, GVs can be used as a versatile molecular platform for vaccine
research and development, targeted therapy, and multimodal medical imaging. In this review, we
introduce the structure and basic features of GVs, coding genes and related genetic engineering
advances. Potential clinical applications of GVs in ultrasound imaging and other fields are shared,
and the possible issues that may be faced in the applications are discussed.
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1. 51§

S $E(Gas vesicles, GVs)/&—Ff B 8 1 i /158 A0 22 S TE U R S GoR g RT 2R 4 ds . S 2ok
FEWEEAURINL], HARFH 2 AR AL 7y, i HAE K IR EE 42 SR AR BE (1 BE J1[2], AT i3
HIATCEEHMAE; KR TRAARETE, REZFMImHA.

BRI A A R TR T AR A K 17, O[5 A 320 9 A g 196 i U T B R . o ) T A bR
FI[3] [4]o TEVFZ RS AE D N AT DO B S BEM & i, R EAHG: MEEITanm . WM. RIRgim =K
2[5].

MR IERAT R X AR, AT LR AR o S Al k. B %6, MRIEAHE Mk At R
VS R BB BV AT AN A AR, TR IE I B O BRI 5, BT DO R NS AR o B . DA
FEFEIRBCAEI (LIE 1), 435+ %4 K HI(0OD500 = 0.6~1.0) B35 %A K I (FF 22 TF 5 x 107 /N4 ) (1 4 i
HOINN MgCl, (2% : 1 mmol/L) M # & G (ZIKE: 0.16 mg/L), 1838 (70 #5143 51557 5 /NI JE 20 (5%
fF: 4°C, 6009, 15 7r8M)IFFIELAL. MAEFE(ZKRE: 0.1 mg/mL), 37°C%M FILFEIIFE 1 /.
A FRIREA I H I (249 E : 1 mol/L), IRA IS EREINAN 3 f5VE SV F Tris-HCI ¥ (R «
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40 mmol/L, pH = 7.7)Z4@4NM, < %ML AR 38 K i TG 2500 (55 1F: 4°C, 400 g, 3 /M)
177 UEE SIS Z[6] [7] [8]. i n] DL it it E AL S AR B e gl iy, it — DR B L alifh < e

[9]-
|
7 4
e =
ﬁlwé N Cell culture Penicillin G (0.16 mg/L) + MgCI2 (1 mmol/L)
- -
_ _
Microcystis 5 h at slow speed (70 rotations/min)
Lysozyme (0.1 mg/mL)
co-culturing 1 h at 37°C
Ve - 7~ P
¢ =
e Isolation | 3-fold volume of Tris-HCI (40 mmol/L, pH=7.7)
- — —
GVs 4°C,400¢g,3h Glycerol (1 mol/L)

Figure 1. Extraction of gas vesicles from microcystis
1. MFEERSENRIURIE

2. SENGEHLER

SEEREHEATMR, £2— M RER. BHEMER, B2 2nim, KRR JMEEK, AR
AN JE B B R B e B AT S H[6] [7]. DA H HIRE T AR ECE 9B, SR B P A
P A —SEEE A A (GvpA) RIS FEE 1 C (GvpC), LA A — BB R B[ 85 A 5 #4 i - GVpA A& —F4 7.4 kDa
BB KPR 5, W T R EE BT 90K S5 MR 4.6 nm 58 FRBr 2T 2H 20 ) S BERE A 2k, AT M AR
SENFRE M. GvpC &F/KMEA, A& 5 MEERTN 33 MERELTY, BA W
DT o BRESEH, BT 45A 3] GupA HISMRTHERIE S GV M ) 1HE[10] [11] [12].

A RS HE G S FE R I 7T 42 M Calothrix sp. PCC 7601 AT, oG4k 3 1 gt b 45 7 2 1 (1) 3 [
GVpA. GvpC, Bl A FE Mg fin LK 4 8~20 £ /M[2] [6]. Hr, GvpA JE[R Ik & S ZE A AT LA
1M GvpC RIEME H AR A, HFRIA ] DU S A ZE R e M &btk RE J[13] [14] [15] [16]. #E—H)
WARRA, ARBAEY RSB ERNT RN G RO 2R, B AR FiERE
SR VE SRR, o g BERE R (3L ] GvpA RS PERSR[17]. Bt , 7F Halobacterium J& NRC-1
L T TR T 14 A Gvp ZERRI R T AN AR T, 20008 GvpD. E. F.v Gy HL 1L 0,
K. L. M f1 GvpA. C. N. O[18][19];: Anabaena flos-aquae H' )X FEHN T & H Gvp A. C. F. J. K.
L A1 GvpN JE[K[20]; B ZFHIM B AR BEHR I 75 11 NI R gmAd B Rk [21].

WA B S BELERE S T R AR T i, RIS AR 2R (5 75 R [22] o G 24 B 75 kP 5 SRR 5
5 SSRGS X Tk, WA 208 5 i 52 UG AR [23]. LI NING 5544 2 21 GvpA.
GvpC 456 ERZFIFF B I S ZE R Bh AL N 20 &, SRBL 7 SBEAE KI AT B R I R R IA [21], Rt — DR
T RE 75 4R 15 L R (ARG) HEAT M 75 A%, 3 W] 3 sk xof 355 [R1 o DA 1 ok 3 A2 6 B A5 1) 4 2 75 >R [24]
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[25]. Arash Farhadi 22495 H B ZEFAT B 0 9 ANmAD SR IL N SN AL s Al L 4Ly, Sl
TAFEF R B NE AL P RIRRIE, S T RIS G SOR, BN ZE AL 5 3
YA R EE T [26] . UhAh, T AREEADS TOKEA AN E MR (REN TSR E N
+0.37 ppm, JKIIHTHEYE 9.0 ppm), AW E BN R BETERESLAR SUR (MRI) AT B2 2R 0P ELFE, 8 & MR
Xif E IR T2*F1 T2 s % 4 5108 1.19 £ 0.23 nM s P A1 0.67 £ 0.11 nM s ™h,  EE/RBEAL 3N 18.53 + 0.91
ppb nM™, RUIFEAT HECH MRI R B [27]

3. SEMMRMNAEAN

XA U 75 2 T 5 AR R I RAE £ BRI A 732, 43 2 Rt b BB AR IR - #h 7832
[28]. BLA M0 FLAUF B A= P & BRI S B n] FHIX P 7 2R RAE . B, Cherin 25 & B0 251 B
(Halobacterium salinarum) ¥ S ZE7E AN [F]E 75 ML /7 (75 =A% 35 5 T 550 kPa)[F1EH F & R A= AT Wi (i3}
WA, TR I LR R R [22] o K SBERL /0N SRR P9 S BRI, AT DX 3 R O 2
(R R I A5 S AATE W BT L . AR — FOR IR S ), A 2 R AE AT I AL (3R . B T 35
RIS BERIE L5 5 AT AT bR, AT A s B % [29] -

ARERETR 1) 2 M B RN R 45 M 1) B AR e R SR I R 71 [30], A FIRUAE Y& BRI S 2R A
ANERBUERE S, TR G EE BRI L A 22 5 (2] [29]. PHRE BRI SR g 5 5
R G R HAE 5, PHBE 18 S BN B8 5) 7 B 32 4hi[29], RILTER 70 R0 B A Hh REAR 4 75 SR ¢
E AR BYERSFE. H1T GvpC AR FEMIER & MEAPUE AE A 85 AF FH[31], 385 1% 25 1 i g Bl A5
M, AT DA S (1) B 70 5 DA 2 AN [RTBIF F0F0 S 19 75 3R [32] o

XK E 2 FEERFIANE T GvpC FFHII TR, AFRBAEY R ZEARRTHREZE, FHit GvpC
B W &R ooE RiGPE[12]. 7E Elizabeth S. Stuart 25 I 70, B4R € I ZERF 546N GvpC I3,
P B G S BN N 5 3 e B [33] R BEMAFMININL . 752 SRTRISE ) 5 %5 TR, 3B W] LAZE
Gk, FATERTMFIAH. Lakshmanan S5 LR IRINEET GvpC 2 S EUIRMIN UMM RE K 448
b, AT 5088 L 75 e, 308 GupC B VRS T RZE R G 271 0 1 A2 2 ThAE 1 & 1038 5 [32] -
Bt @R AR e B R AR E MR R TS GvpC fle, AWna il — RIS 2, AR
GO = AR 0] P FE AR R PR A, AT SIS B LG 75 A 0 i 012 58 7D K A [25]

4. SEHERIEK R M {E

TEIA B FE T, A2 B AN oK 2800 32 SR AR 75 USRI AN 25 84 28] [34]. S5 K 2
JEARLE, WA BRI MR A RIS, 2l B 450 (0 BERE I T 3 = F (1 T A& A
P, WS A R A S B TR T VR & B R[32] [33] [35] X AHAF AW & i FEAE I PR I 27 4k
BAH RN HERE. BAT, 496 BRI R B 2 U B A 78 25 1 [36]. MR [37] [38]
[39] [40]. HE[)yGYT[41]55 75 THI

4.1. &

TESFE 5 1 GvpC 1 C i X dalcfey N HLJE R A AR SRR 7 91, AT S R R TH Rk 4 N 1 /7 411[33] [42]
X TR s R . SBEE EHIERRBIEMEN . 5%k, iS5 REEEEBA %
JEME, MUSTERERANER. KK, EEAINEERIPEL T, KBSIEEE PBS Ml 5 K5k
IR N, RS 3 T ke 380 4 S50 R VR F [33] -

Marinko Sremac %54 SIV FE R4 4d A GvpC ZEFH, FHEHNSE L /DNRE, /D REAPULEn
PR R FIPUAT EE (LE] 2). i FUib e th B T RBEAA VR S48 1, T AR NS g B AR, 5
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BOURGASRE A TTAE T s 5T SRS 7 PE LA R SR (7] B K [43]
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Figure 2. Recombinant gas vesicles as pathogen peptide delivery vehicle [43]

Bl 2. ERSEERERAER43]

42. EE®IE

VG U FERFA I URORI A 2R 1, Tl SR Ay il s AME S e B, ER A ks,
Je B S A AR (S SRS 5 M S S A RS S IX 4, R TR R AR e e i 551
(Ultrasound contrast agent, UCA) N A T IIfi R 98 71, 7£ Mikhail G. Shapiro 258 50 CL& 1532 TAREH
I 7% A6 UE[29]

UEAMENGUR A RL, SIEEAG B ERP 2800 (1 8% P AN B8 RN ) E N L AR I8 77, wT LA
5B ERP 20N 7E R AL 23 P R BB 1) SR AE[44], AT HEAT IR AR« AT 7 [T A HE DA T B v o B 4 380 1)
SEEATRN . SRS, R BN RIEEE RIS PR, B R0 s AE 5 0 5 5k 2R A DS (L
3). WAk, JEId EERCE S SRR R AR, AR R R G RS S AT RESE 10 /N RL (8], &
B AR )6 B B AE IMLBAE PR & G b B B A AeoE M

Yl B AR 2 BE R (ARG) A BT I R R4 A5 75 Hh 43 21 . A - Raymond W. Bourdeau 25714 ARG
KA AT B8 5N JRIE /N BRGE 1W,  SEITE AR BN P4k N 1) 2 5 DR 0 B8 75 T T AL o 1 I B Ttk — 2B
RIAEAEZ W AR YT J7 T % 1[24]. Arash Farhadi 255 B K 28 HOAT B (1S FE 3L K 48 N HEK293T 4 it
(LRI A A, SRS P AE G2 SRRE (0 /N B AR T RRUMRE (R RS T OS2 mT I Rg 20 G B R L R . aX i
BRAZH AR B2 T W0 A 470 P 4 M P 7 AN T R, A B2 T AR (9 2 T 4 M P e P 2 W R T T 7 v
Avrash Farhadi %542 H an 2R e il i B840 ARG S NNIEVEAN L, 2t — D iz BRI A [26]
Z R EE ARG H T W R A T A B, Robert C. Hurt 4538 5 45 D 4 12400 S 5 R A2
ARG HHATIRIE KA, ISR HT ARGs——JE H Serratia sp. 39006 (bARGs.,) 4 E ARG LL K
A. flos-aquae (MARGan) I FLENY) ARG, W3 72 A ARG AT ELE 7300 72 55 — 4K ARG 1) 9 i1 38 %
[45]. TEIZBFFCH, KAL) ARG 7E AR FLMm4u i b ik, v LASRELIR R A O g, KA
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IR i A rp R DR (R, S SIEIL R 4 R P38 A 8 SO AT 7 5] TR

HATMaF R, BTSN TKBEAARFE@AE, 7] DIIEE N EERIREE R ERER 5% (MRI)
PR A BB R LR, HX RO R AT DA FH R AR P R, DASRBLE T ositg, RIS AE TR
N MRIEEFIE S, B TSI T MR, SEZERGE VR 22Xe & F7[46] [47].

Ub4bh, George J. Lu %5 & IS FEMIN T & BBl 10K LSRR B i 236 I LR R (W i2 3, S 3 n] 4
Er A A BhAS 196 27 W 2 4513 (optical coherence tomography, OCT)R: Il F]. [FkE, < ZER) OCT A HLJE
A DA P S PR SR AR B, DRI AT DA B R R AT TR AL 48]

T

/‘l T PBS
T Pre-collaspe . * 3

\ Post-collaspe

, N . )
N ‘ / o
l\ > Agarose phantom

e

In vitro imaging

Ultrasonic Imaging of the Liver

& © FrHA 2R A3 FACHB-1326; @ 0.6. 1.0 NS ZE1E 500 nM 3 KA EE .

Figure 3. Gas vesicles using for ultrasound imaging

3. SERTBRERE

4.3. $E)RTT

HFSFERIEN GvpC 5 2 FRel i [32], X — g n] AE S FER HR INFRE MR E, T35t
AR RIS BE 7. Avinoam Bar-Zion Z5HE A A5 0 LUK S35 i BONICK s <t . it
Forf, HiIVE TR AR R T A2 AR EE, B RE SR, WU T AR . R RS RIE
ASFEAN Pt n] DU AT 7S LR, RN N A e, RIEIRIT R [49].

BRUCLASE, FIFHTFAEM “HE88R7 , RS AL & IHT R 2 H AR R ] E Y
WEIT I B . DUEFRRM, (W78 T4 A (MSCs) rl it 22 Fh b Ll ke B S s, eI B
G G 5 1) TR [50]. 281tk, Zheli Gong S5t % 1S FEFRICH GV@MSCs, 15 2 ¥ [F36 7728
RIBPERTT R (RA). G5 TR, GV@MSCs M RA /NRIISETT R FIZER . I8 % 53 i i F2 it
RS R B, TRTT R /N R DG 2REIRTS B AR [51] -

SEREEAOHEE, BREANENK, HATFSEY BINMETR[2]. Lin Song %5 2% 10K i 678 1) < 2
TR N—ME AR, WNRRF IS S, (58 ERP 2808 Mg ¥ m) SR AR, 2 A AR U R o
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MO A KT, WS LL 22 4 3R 85 7 38 PDT 957 24[52]
5. SENNMMARFSEIEE G

Le Floc’h, J &8 HI78UHRH 4 Te-99m Frid <38 G ilid kv E /N R, 20547 /NERAR A SPECT & &£ 47
W FEAALIE G B AR AT B, R 4K 2240 Te-99m FRic < 8 2 Huidt il IR P B2 R 45 (RES) 48K,
SR, K, W, N, BREFIBENE, AR B RN SRR 2SS . i Te-99m FRid S5
FE ML A AR AAAE IS TR R, VRS Te-99m ARid SZE 2 b a, MR sk ) L PR A 21 Te-99m Arid <
PR o XYL Tc-99m Frid SFEAE MR G b 0 R M EAA IR, A A BREIE IR T RS e A2 E R K )
I} [E) LS N SR ZA[53].

AT B 40 E G PR (4 2% 6 BRAAK FE 0 9], A an 58 & — I . 1L A40R 80 SR e, &
BN FCAEDEIA o )45 BRI TA] [54] [55] - A6 B FENN LME M 5 FARBOR SR A FEIR1F T 5 1) H AR 4L 258 1)
PR %8 6 3% BE 71[56] - Judy Yan Z5:H] 2-, 5-8% 10-kDa 38 2, - (PEG) 4 /< 38 nf DA &k 35 %iF K HAE i 41
LN s EE IS 1] [57] . Wang %5644 5% 2 — % (PEG) A% B 5 Fg (HA) B2 4 21| A BB RE HH (PH-GV), TEIE N/
JikJ5 1 6 1) 48 /NBFPY, BT LUK R PH-GV £ i AL I At Hdx 8] BRI AR 2R A7 72, 1ERH T PH-GV BA1EN
# [ UCA 137 71[58] -

HAr, [SELRLESWANDARILFERE, sCEEN/N RS KE AT 8L, WARRMILA
Ak EErE, SO/ RGBSR R R SUR2[29] [53] [58]. #4748 4R 5 2 ARG EL# 3 A TH
SO FLAN A M B R AT K, RN A S FELESH M Y P, 38R 1 At TR &S IR 208 [24] [26]. H
&, DUARTABELERE S UG T T R T 8RB A X SRS DRI R R, I U R BIA
K 2 B ) A PR I AR K AT R AR S R e A (1 4 5| EE ML B ) SR B ) o X TR AE AR AR
T R Tt BE AE DA R /N BR BT R SRR T R, AR B N DRI R o BB A AN TR 1) £
F AR AR AT, 20U IE BCERERI R, H TR R R K .

UEAh, AR FE A A7 ROE RS R 75 OGRS 5, DUE A [ A 1297 I SR . 18MHz
() = e P 2 H T TE AR & S BRAE S A UG RO I A ATZE . 40, Mikhail G. Shapiro 55 B/
SRR 5 Halo SR TES R U088 75 B AR AU [29] Wang Z57E 5256 o H B Z48 16 ) PH-GV [58]. Arash
Farhadi S84 75 F4 2R SN HEK gHRBE R ZH 31T RIE, #F2 5 18 MHz (1) =4 /5 Sk 1R 7 1) [26] -
Mikhail G. Shapiro 257E/INBR B2 VRS 150 pL Halo S3E, 7E8 S 42N 6 MHz R i — I g aT LA
KRGS (H6 MHz FHBF IR T, Ana SIEH R A IS 5[29]. ImPR {3 F Sk 58
FRNARNERS A%, 5 F A S AR AE 2~10 MHz. BT KRR - B8 37 55055 J60 1 PR 10 75 18 A T s, [
I, WA G R & B BER, TRk RE A8 LE TG 008 75 2 T R TE I M5 5 IR AR & U AR N
UCA #) 32 N B T3

AW R ) RS A P e — AN TR 2 LR 1 1) b2 IR BRI 1 5 BR 2 BN A,
FEAFEERNZERE, ZRAAE, BRANEFT BAKITESE, ol UH THEA[59]. mIA
(AR 5T R F 2 AR )6 RS BEER BE AU I B 5 R R B P AR, PRIV SE, A R SR B Al
WIRA[6] [7]. BEIRAEVE R IEH RN KIBA =, BIERA P2 TIPS, PRy ShAT 56 B 5 85 9%
ZAFRI A H R S ais g, RIS FRE ok B R4 2 5% A8, Xk Elizabeth S. Stuart Z5%t < ZE )4 7=
AR 1) R SR LA BE[33] o R TR 58, SFENTLE 5°C HI7KBIFIR P it A7 — A B A I [ 1T A
KAWEZ6], {H Walsby 55 &5, Ana 1 GVs Witk KIAfigf7, 2R GvpC 7 ffH k[12]. i1 3
FiTid, GvpC el @& i m S ZERINUR . 75 =S I, aX s LR P A= AR 52 o AT i A BIE 7
WL, SUBHE pH R TSR A AR P R SRR, AL B S B R AT RIS SR T SR
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#E[60].
6. &t

= PR, A RS AL . RS . SRIAATT . R R S T B R B R
LR R BB AT . RaE MR 5 Tt A R S R TR TR A 7 o HL AT B G
VRIGAE S s (BT I AR 2R S I PR S B R A2 H RTIE A S K B A P S 3, I &
() 48 FALERABAT 50— 25 B IR AR AT -

S
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S 3k
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