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Abstract

This article reports a case of undifferentiated spindle cell carcinoma of the gallbladder. The pa-
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tient, a 63-year-old male, consulted a local hospital 20 days ago due to intermittent epigastric pain,
and ultrasound showed that the gallbladder was occupied. In order to seek for further treatment, he
consulted our hospital, and the image suggested that gallbladder cancer might be possible; preoper-
ative consideration was given to possible gallbladder cancer (stage T3) and intraoperative freez-
ing suggestive of malignant spindle cell tumor, so radical cholecystectomy and partial hepatecto-
my for gallbladder cancer were performed. Grossly, the tumor was located in the lumen of the
gallbladder, with polypoid growth, grayish-white and grayish-red in color, solid and medium in
texture; part of the liver was grayish-red in color, soft in texture, and no obvious abnormality was
seen. Under the microscope, the tumor was mainly composed of spindle cells, with a small amount
of highly differentiated adenocarcinoma locally, and nuclear schizophrenia was easy to be seen.
Immunohistochemical staining: the spindle cells expressed both vimentin and cytokeratin. Undif-
ferentiated spindle cell carcinoma of the gallbladder is a relatively rare primary malignant tumor
of the gallbladder with atypical clinical symptoms, low incidence, difficult preoperative diagnosis,
definitive diagnosis relying on pathology, and high degree of malignancy, which needs to be taken
seriously.
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Figure 1. Pathology after resection of undifferentiated carcinoma of the gallbladder. (A~D: Results of HE staining shows
tumor cells arranged in bundles (A 100x), tumor cells are spindle-shaped with rounded or oval nuclei, and nuclear schizoph-
renia is commonly seen (B 400%), spindle cell component in the upper left corner and highly differentiated adenocarcinoma
component in the lower right corner (C 100x), vessel carcinoma emblolus (D 100%); E and F: Immunohistochemistry shows
Vimentin positive (EnVision method, 200x), CK positive (EnVision method, 200x))
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Table 1. Clinicopathologic characteristics of patients with undifferentiated carcinoma of the gallbladder
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