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Abstract

The Technical Practice of Venous Therapy and Nursing issued by the National Health Commission
clearly states that PICC is suitable for medium to long-term intravenous therapy and can be used for
avariety of types of drug infusion. PICC catheterization technology has the advantages of simple and
safe operation, avoiding multiple punctures, reducing the damage of chemotherapeutic drugs or
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hypertonic fluids to blood vessels, easy placement, high safety, and convenience for carrying. However,
if used improperly, serious complications can occur, with the most severe being catheter breakage.
If the catheter breaks and enters the body, it can be carried by the blood flow to the heart chamber
or pulmonary artery. If timely and effective treatment is not received, there is a risk of foreign body
embolism and atrial fibrillation, and in severe cases, it can endanger the patient’s life safety. In De-
cember 2018, a patient in our hospital received breast cancer surgery and received central venous
catheterization. However, after the operation, there was an adverse condition in which the PICC
catheter was broken and freed to the upper and lower vena cava and the right extrailiac vein. After
active treatment, there was no adverse aftertreatment to the patient. The imaging diagnosis and
clinical treatment experience of the case are reported as follows.
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Figure 1. CT image
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Figure 2. CT reprocessing image
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