Advances in Clinical Medicine IfiRE 23 F&, 2025, 15(4), 1377-1385 Hans X0
Published Online April 2025 in Hans. https://www.hanspub.org/journal/acm
https://doi.org/10.12677/acm.2025.1541069

TEEA BB DNATERT 2 P ROIEPR R A B A R ER

B B, KER', B B

VE REERER =W A A B, PR
28 PREE IR S & 58 R BT AFARAMRE,  FE R

Weks H . 20254F3H 100 FHER: 20254F4H3H; KA HM: 20254F4H11H

wm B

JFF 41 i (Hepatocellular carcinoma, HCC)fEAEH WK R R MR, 0= 56 W& ¥ A EA
RAUTHERZ —. HTHCCBREEK., SHH B X &SR A gUR, BIHETNIE, SR
MFERVIRNR R RER Sl FAERTREMBEYMEGR, HEERAEE, HAED, T
AR 7 B S B A R e R, BRI DG 1) 7% B A B BTG B B B2 i S g DUE B B2 rHCCIE Il
MR . TR, “WRIER(Liquid biopsy)” FIBE&SIRE T /2R, HER. WTEESHTRRE
AENBAREER. BBEERBTRN. ESRSEBREEREARKRRE, HCCHE HE 4
(circulating tumor cells, CTCs). &3 f#JEDNA (circulating tumor DNA, ctDNA) A J ity SRR B S 44
SRNA TR R BRI RLERE S NBDNAK I K EAEAHCCS W T 1 il i B L) £

PRI R R R R
XA

JRAME, S EY, WAkER, 7835 MEDNA

Clinical Utility and Future Perspectives of
Circulating Tumor DNA in Hepatocellular
Carcinoma

Ying Xu?, Zhiyan Zhang!, Kang Yang?*

1Graduate School, Chongging Medical University, Chongging
2Department of Hepatobiliary Surgery, The Second Affiliated Hospital of Chongging Medical University,
Chongging

Received: Mar. 10", 2025; accepted: Apr. 3™, 2025; published: Apr. 11", 2025

SHREE .

SCEG| A ARE, SKIEH, Bk 0RFRIMR DNA TR i RS AT A0 (L2 R 0] IR ER 23t JE, 2025, 15(4): 1377-
1385. DOI: 10.12677/acm.2025.1541069


https://www.hanspub.org/journal/acm
https://doi.org/10.12677/acm.2025.1541069
https://doi.org/10.12677/acm.2025.1541069
https://www.hanspub.org/

=
i

Abstract

Hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC) is the most common primary liver cancer and one of the leading
causes of cancer-related deaths worldwide. Due to its long latency period, late-stage diagnosis, and
insensitivity to systemic therapies, conventional tissue biopsy and surgical resection remain the gold
standards for clinical decision-making to date. Although traditional biopsy can provide tumor biology,
itis imperative to find non-invasive diagnostic strategy for early detection and monitoring of HCC due
to its invasive nature, limited sample size, and inability to represent tumor heterogeneity or monitor
dynamic tumor progression. In recent years, a new concept of “liquid biopsy” has emerged with sig-
nificant attention due to its non-invasive and repeatable analysis capabilities, enabling real-time
monitoring of tumor recurrence, metastasis, or treatment response. With advancements in high-sen-
sitivity liquid biopsy technologies, the detection and analysis of circulating tumor cells (CTCs), circu-
lating tumor DNA (ctDNA), and tumor-derived exosomes in HCC have shown promising prospects. The
ctDNA detection and its clinical applications and future potential as a non-invasive biomarker for the
diagnosis, prognosis, and monitoring of HCC are highlighted in this review.
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1. 5|15

EH FVEE N, T4 (Hepatocellular carcinoma, HCC)S& & fiEAH <AL T B % IR R 2 — (L)
80 Jifl), 2 HFAE AL B i WIAE TR R[], #ESiih, HCC /E T b3S 7S K WIRAE, 7EX
FEAET P HEAL 5 =, HCC 1E 5 riq:ttrﬂz@q@jwm]ﬂcc s N 2R 4 AU RIR EE(HBV)
IR R EE(HCV )G FN 3% i B rp SRR PR MR D MR 53] G 4ERk, HCC KA firig
I, X — ARG R AR AR REAZRE IR, R BT HBV R R I i [4]. RE I
REIT R ERE, AR EAFEFRYIR. REEE,. A, 2870975, 3 HCC B rad
FRIFEA BERS . HCC MBUIT AN ABUR, FARTHIZE HCC ME—ILSERAIT kS BA M
M0 7 A8 A R HCC i JRURG: KB 8 (O 5 A 0 4 A A P R A A B 1 08 P JHF 9 3 B AT I3 R iR B
I (AFP) A8 P B 5L 3007 25 AT SE I 2 W [ 5-[ 710 SR, S0 e e s 00 P A8 28 A0 52 Bl PAC 2 FH 7
KBS, WA SRS, AFP B REUEN 25%% 65%, IR A R B 60%, X T3F
JHAEAE B3 <1 em FISE T Z FAAR FARIE(8]. AN, FEIAT AT B 1 0] BEHRSE 7R AFP % 534
ZWr HCC A i ffE LT, ASNAE 5 A5 A 2 s in AFP A IIEAT HCC BEM[9]. th4h, HIR AFP K
FALISRAE FE HCC JREAMEI, (HE AR HCC MRS 12 Wi br £, 78RR AT 26 0 25
3k HCC 18/, Mg AFP AP THE[10] [11]. HHT 0 3E B R i 70 2 (AASLD)4E FE AN P HEFE I
1 AFP KilllffE oy HCC 2 Wi EAG I —& 5y, i BT I AF 45T B THENLEHEH/(CT) LRk
BMRDEAH ZER LR G PEAS[12].

S WA R HCC B3 TG 22 K, A2 B TR I B i) Jms B AT 2 Ao AR fRAB SR =, K%
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BB G AR UL HOC I R B, WA K4 20%~30% [0 B8 75 & F AR tb4h, R B HCC
(BCLC A H) 5 - LEAF IR m1(50%~75%), {H H T HRIA T AR 1B 8UH filUS I K Z58 50%~70%, HCC
MITRS TSR A BRIS] [13]0 DAL, 4R —FhmIHE R V2 RA M L1 HCC e il 52 28 G HE 2L

HCC BT RIFHLEZAL IR B TR, HCC A2 1EF 41 I R 41 548 f B 5 35t S 1R
A L R R SR o TN 2 DR S 0 M RRT R B, T e R R 0 ) P B O S B R . B
I, KIS BUR IR L AR WA S T T HCC (A7 . IWINATBE &R . HAl, HCC K% R
E A T8I AR BOR JE bR ARG, AE SRS R E s W I HE % “ Sehrifk” , mTDAE M3
i 96 £ L P 5 R R o AH R B, T80 B2 RN 43 BT DA K i 3R 9T U sk B AT B ARIAME, (R AR
NPER . BEAREAD . FTREHBUR R ZE . BABRIERGIAE ARG, I H B2 R, BT HIEE
LR i3 A B R0 53 2 1, 0 S IIRE 5 o 1 7 THI A7 AE = B EL G2 I B A IR gt e, A e MR
IGR[12]0 LR, — R AAATE R (Liquid biopsy) T BRI 751 T T2 el . S5 H 8
R FIRAE, WARERE TIERANEM TR T, 2ata, NHEE TR RerEaT. Mg B IK
TE B W TCT:TF AR oV 52 AL G 1) JR 3, 9F HL T DAYE S 1 AN R R ik F I B I SR HORE, mT s R
PRI AR, ST R I 25 R4, KRR AR, RS NMMIEIT . BT cotDNA SRIE T4 S A R AL
(0 bR A, T PR A PR gy S s TR S M, SR D EUORE R 2, TE— e RR A B R R, IR E
A T BEAE SR 1 AR R I )L I (2 1 JFF98), otDNA FTRE VRN ML, B L0 A008 /). i vhife s
4}l DNA (cell-free DNA, cfDNA)FETET 1948 45 XA ARIE, (HELH] 1989 A4 B A AL T e
(IR AAR3], ofDNA i R A A E 1= SRIEE- R IR M . R AR S5 e AT A R
H IS Z ERARIC D, e I AR ) A TS ctDNA [14]. ctDNA M5 B8 o R i o o, i3k
NAME MG, T IR R AR . RGBT BULRRE, B R MR RS 1Y « 10 1487
[15] Bl sl P HAR I, ctDNA R T A A TS R A% O 7 1o A RIFFCIE R, AR E R T
F TR AN T iR 22 L PPk R T RCR . U g S R R B ik A [ 24 W09 T BRI 24 T LA S5 7 TR (16
H AR TEAS A I 5 BT 06 =S4 HT 4. AR DNA (ctDNA). {&3R IR 4H fd (CTCs) R AR (AR
A ANEEIR) [17] [18]e ANSCE ARG 1 1K ctDNA K8 & HAE N HCC 2 Wi J697 . TR VS
AR B IE IR« STt S AN R SR T 5 o

2. ctDNA £ E

cfDNA Hi iR 2H MR i B0 Ah I PR BBV, AT T 2 M2, 155 Ak
[19] [20]o ctDNA 2 H cfDNA [)—&67r, AU T4l eiam: 7 R Emgp, s 7S
JiIRE AR AR T I 24 VA DG RIS L AR LB A% RAS TG B [21] [22] IXEEiBEE B R AR ET
BRI 2 008 5L BT (4 TPS3) A1 JEU JE BRI (1 KRAS A BRAF) 248 | g JE K 4 DNA 5 FE51(4n ALU
ATLINED e 84S, BRI RTVE IR A 0hR 4 . ctDNA IR WIS A4 98748 0 F e i o 5 PR 4L 2R
FBHG . MRENL . R ERRAR . # VA, DNA L EE(5] [23].

H AT, DNA HEAGRAT T 2 MR ML, RS DNA HIEE R RGN 2 s e ) C-5
RE F, FERALE CpG IR T [24]. H1T ctDNA [ H 3L AR & AR AL R & AL i, JF HAa W]
RESRRTIN, SRR IR AL T AR B, hAh,  H S A AR 0T g o 0 i 2 20 2 e 1, 9 HL
TEAR FRER B A6 T2 AR E I DRI, (RUAS [ R A A xQmT 1 S HCC AGr IR 2 W P98 7E 25031
T.H, ctDNA 5 831 T E N HE B s TH, JUH2 R W m e A 0/ N .

fE HCC B3 b BT RL I E] ctDNA T 2 U8 AR 47 5 PR T A 9878 1) s ME MU, RO A (U
POAH SUREARTE S (5, ] 7E i eg i e R R b R B EURE 73BT o SR, ctDNA 1 R B FATY B A 1R Kk
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it T, HATEA ctDNA AT S HS Wi Ao AT . R SR B IE R % 1Y) ctDNA 24k
S, FET A R I AR, ARMELESME M ks i B [25], HAZREAMAE cotDNA tAFERAE, RAE
S EA R RAE X TP R [26]0 ik, HITELZ ctDNA 2> B A kR UEAL, ctDNA ZEIFR ) 5
T R[26]. BT KRR 7 4R AT RE 235400 ctDNA MR as 1, handEFug e, FERIgEM T
FP FERREA 261 otDNA 43 B 5155 27]. 5=, SMNA MG DNA FIEEZ AR R AT )7
B0 . ctDNA 1] A8 H R IE T3 — 3020 MR 4 i) DNA, KA HAR IS AEE B2 15 BR (0 R 40 iR A L, 3X
iR 20 O BE 75 5 S T 3 LV I A R TEI A AR [26]. ok, BWFRERE, SEEsitegEn
ctDNA & U8, 7ERAEFE A Z BT RIZNZE 2 2 T BUNIG IR 2 DNA £ 25 FEAUERA[28] 52 J5 , 7E ctDNA
R TG IRZ AT, 75 IR AR ctDNA AR S i el PRI s v A AR A A 56 1) — 2
)RR, WRERAE R PR T R R 2 AR AR SR [29].

3. ctDNA ¥R 5%

WAEAS T A 10 ml FIIEREA, 72L& 5 ng 1) DNA BT ctDNA 7347231 [30] [31]. R
kil tDNA B H I, A7 EA AN E . KRBT LA A ks, RO 58 & il i XU SR (PCR)
0 — 6 S50 Y 94, AN SNt 3¢ % 5E & PCR (real-time PCR). #4407 30 %1 % PCR (droplet digital PCR, ddPCR)-.
7 PCR-ii 3\ K (beads, emulsion, amplification and magnetics, BEAMing). <484 1 24t PCR (amplifi-
cation-refractory mutation system, ARMS-PCR), B(# X4 /i1~ DNA Jr BOEAT o B AER R e, 4o
Sanger M 7 F1 — A ¥ (next-generation sequencing, NGS) [32].

3.1. $BEHMRAR

1) SEBF9¢%5E & PCR (real-time PCR)FIH A1 M) SURAS, AT ctDNA H KR 1) BRA% R AL 5
SITEE G SR Ay, B RS, A& TR IR 25 1) A7 U RAZ[33]

2) fi% =047 PCR (droplet digital PCR, ddPCR)ZE T /K /i LR 52 R 3547 PCR, AI4E PCR & 3 i %
FEAR AT RO AR TR, R B LR 7 1 1 R BEAA 2 53 RO B AN T e, e iR Bl 3R
TR T, BEHEEH AN ERMRZRES T, HRBEIEE S, HAFERD MR E,
RIEHTRE. SNSRI, &6 —LMA AR FORE BRI, w1 e (0 5 195 7
968 40k 5 A TS 247 A 00 5 e R 67 A SIZ B M 4555 [34]

3) BEAMing & —Fh = R BUE AT PCR HiR, 454 757 PCR LLARAE AR, T/ (Bead).
FL B (Emulsion) 3 (Amplification) i P (Magnetic)ix PUAN 3 FE L 43 K AE 21, FT LLERRF 4 BEAMing
[35]. fF—2K DNA 7 F#iet— M SHMEBRARER:, S8)5 DNA 70 A1 22 57 0] Lhod e i 24 i 50
e FEARICAA VAL, 1K b 7572 AT SR [X 20 5 228 DL IR A4 48 i DNA RAZ

3.2. EEBEHAEAMFIAR

AR Y (next-generation sequencing, NGS) W F A Sl &M P AR, T Sp@ & AT R, @
IEKE R S DNA 85 RNA FCH SO, FEAEDTF 6 BT MU AT (I SR, AT S BT 35 PR 4
SR RMFERA AT HT[23]. NGS A&, EFRMEARERETE 96%, RIMBARMIER
Nk, RS e, T H AR R AIE B EIRL) 2~3 JE I TA)[36].

AT, Al ctDNA 3640 F (9 7775 A R0 KR =7 PCR(Methylation-Specific PCR, MS-PCR).
FH PR T WL E A0 FE DNA, X ={E F b s ne AT A8 1, R LB N PR IBERE , ctDNA 1)
FH 3 Ak 1 ] DL PCR B NGS 53t — B0 78 [37] [38].
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4. ctDNA 7EPF4mpaFE R lE PR R A
4.1. BHRSHE

R HCC B T &7 TR &Il OETHLUER, FIE otDNA FZE2 B R HCC B i
R HEE, DNA FRALSFE A SR Qe 458 . DNA #J% . DNA FasE LA DNA 55 A A
1 T2 B R R IA[30]. A FFEEAESE otDNA 1E4 HCC FIRZWi b SR ik, HEHT
FERW, 16 HCC Rz, AME ML ctDNA 7EF W2 W7 H 0 20t ol w Mz Wik, G RN RTE
81 191 4 ffoies S5 AT FUIBR ARG J5 HUA M PR ASBEAT A 9T, 45 AR, RTT cotDNA £ H #05 70.4% (57/81),
AFP fa th 23N 56.8%, 73T 5ik7R ctDNA 2 WiRE I T AFP, JF HORHT ctDNA FHYES IR/ 2K
JH IR AL AN 1R 28 W BCLC(TRZE D AR IR ITE) . Toiws 2R A7 HA(DFS)FILE AR AF H(OS)AH R [39]

PLEAE R FIRIE T pl5 [40]. pl6[41][42]. APC [43]. SPINT2 [44]. SFRPI [43]. pl6INK4a [45].
TFPI2 [46]. GSTP1 [47]H1 Ras KR IK IRE [ 1A (RASSFIA) [48]5545 5 3L [H ) DNA AL 5
HEEME HCC M. filtn, FHFARAE 92%1) HCC 32l MK KB p15/p16 HiFEAL, 7E 48% HCC 32l #
ORI pl5 A pl6 A FE1E[40]. 1E 90% HCC Hig Hnl & Bl RASSF1A F3EAk, #F—5F| H g H
B AT UMK R R HCC i3, VAR TRINTERf 38 77.5% [49]. AT B 10 4~ H2E4E
BRI ZH B 2 A AR IC TR, 45 53 BH I 2R A F R AU A RRE SR 12 23 70 A 85.7%FH 94.3%, B iF FA A1) B ek
PEANRR 537004 83.3%F1 90.5% [50]. 7E 53— ME A B 32 N EEIH R B AR Fi 45 R R 5 AFP
AHEE, AR % 50 5 B AN R (<2 em) 5 3E HCC P59 5 U B i[5 1].

4.2. EEMEWETT

ctDNA B TR HCC KR35 0T 08 1) 245 7 0 1 35k DT 7 o 2% o] B L mT R A i 2 WLk« A BF 900 35 461
HCC AT T otDNA i, 255 %] ctDNA 7] DLERAE SIS AE N —F T HCC R85 34 R 40 1A
W, HEFRALE T HAEEHE T HCC JFR FEE R L A3 A0S B [52] . g 25 D5 98748 () R (I 1T e 4
BE G I [R]HERS T AL, 1T otDNA RIEIR YT i #E e SRR EAT 04, B WH TR HiEE «tDNA 3]
TE K21 90%[1) HCC 38 ORI 2 22 /0 —Fig 75 29 Py UL R LR [30]

ctDNA Bef% I MIAS [F] AR I A A G ST R B[53] T HCC B, HEFEfE R s dl
HIFEAT G BEIBTT , RPARE RS — Mttt T HCC B3 — A 5iRyT IZY), t2 38 —ANE 11 3
BEATLT HEREE FR e IE B AT DAAE K R 5] HCC S AR A AR 4 BB TT 254 54] - 7E—Ti LA HNF1A JERI A Rk
OHIEFEH, 50%H S HNFIA JERIEFF UG H R AR e 2 it DRI R, (21973 8 JAr, R
B 1 OIEFETIEAYE, RARRAEGIGIT AR BRI, A, EEHRNAEEERE XY+, 285588
i 82% K FRARSE AT HE I ZE ,  3X — R I 3 B e 40 M 1) e P 3G AS B R AR Je VR T A RS, B AR T
ctDNA W AMEAZR I AR BTN AR EY) . 74, TGN T 85 B[22 R Bk it & DR bt
1BIT AR HCC BB Fi, otDNA kil ] 1 25 Fi HCC AR RERL A )R A, A5 SR AT e
ctDNA 732 itillft PD-L1 A5t VEGF BE S iny T AT UIBR HCC B Tila R I AEYIbs E(55].

4.3. T HEM

HHT, HCC F S & F i@ IF AFP /KPR A il , HBUSHEEAA R[56][57], 1 ctDNA
AR HCC R R RN . fE—TKHARE DT HCC B (R IU AR, 7822/ NHt U i TR) s S0 82 20 1
FEA, TERJEHLE K It@ET CT/MRI #2445 AR E R B T, KREZEHFEA(97.4%, 75/77) ctDNA
R, T AR R A R AR A (100%, 42/42) B8 FAE,  teAh, B FEas RAEMIE D EOwfI T, £ MRI A
BRI E R, MR PET ARG S] otDNA SERAYE, LURRT 4.6 A H AN EI 8 & & [52]
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Uity or EEI % S il (Telomerase reverse transcriptase, TERT) 245 5& HCC A5 & WAL AR, A
1E 44% ) HCC 3% MK ks E] TERT KA, I 5HICT-ZIINA JC[58]. TNAE T —WUHKHE 7L,
1E 47.7% HCC HBF K3 fDNA I 2] &4 TERT RS WG AN KA, thah, HE:RIEIER T
JE 5 B R K R P25 & 8 1 7 (IGFBPT) ) FRJEALAE HCC WK JE PR B8, e g N1 155 BT DI A
J& HCC #& w1, IGFBP7 B3 F A S B A fF R AR ME SR, SR A B {ER HCC B
JHVIERA S5 P 5 bR £ 59] -

FARUIBRE I HCC BH M EEIRIT 77, R, HCC BEEEZTFARTHG 5 FEKEN 60%,
ctDNA ;R R ER HCC B ARG Z R M EMAREMI[39] [52]. fEAHKHEFLH, 63.4%H) HCC &
FHHORFT AT A 2 otDNA, TEMRBHEHIETIBRAE, KA 46%[1 B3 ]l 2] otDNA. #4E ctDNA
DU AT AR 4 Sz e fof g e B R S AR 4K, R BT ctDNA K 5 B8 K/ e 2R . Ui 1R 2 A0 R &5
RAK, KT ctDNA TE Wl fies it v e[ 16].

5. e R RE

HHT, % FDA LA THE/ gl . 45 B dm A1 LR otDNA A 645 PUF 7ufh: Foundation
One Liquid CDx, Guardant360 CDx, cobas EGFR RZAF£i il v2, Therascreen PIK3CA RGQ PCR Kit F Epi
ProColon [9]. ctDNA il IEAE A2 783 I 2 RS [60] [61].

N AT SE TR A Prbs YT S HCC B3 S H/MEML B OCEEL . JRYT HCC B3 1 RBfE T
FUHR I, IR FE R AR RIR ST J5 ik S AT e B . 5 AR E MR AR LG, A RIS R AE HCC
HH R R B ECE AR A B, (R B HCC A A B i3 1) — L6t 5T 45 SR R B otDNA 7E HCC KR IR1297
AR A R

S otDNA Al FE e ERE v IRU T HCC 12, T A Fh o 2 0 vV 2 B, (F 3 1) 16 PR R
WIARAF BIESL, 7 -4 PR ARG PR . FH 5 TS AL THTHAER R B . H BT K 2 HOH S TR & /ML Bl |
LR B IR T, BE AN DGk ERIER, KRZHW T tDNA SlJEAE, 3 30UR BUE AR
P AME . £ Z N TR AT, EFHE— PSR G347 2 bl SERFEAR AT
BEVERIETT, IRASFEAIIRE P LA ctDNA 40 B & SRl M ROZARaEA, il RN F Sk S8 R SRk -
T bR SN HA R A% LU 43 58 HCC 55 AL B 1 I 208 S5 A s o RIS CE g 87 A LR )
AR B, NAZR ] e R A ORI 1R HCC. ctDNA BARIE I 7 TH B A R ks ik, HE
FRic 7B o] BE 2 X RE AR s PP B AT U GR . BbAh, B RTATHE otDNA A5 ARERER X & o, 1 H.
REFOTERBIEANL, A i AN FE AN . ctDNA KT IR B HEIEAR, B AR ER AR
GBI H s I RN v, Aoy HCC B R B dER iz W, T A G 2 .

e g HEUERE AN, A TE RS DA TR B AN AR AR N 1 2XO0T 78 g 1A [ 3 Je i 72 v I SRR AR AR,
AT e S WO I BT RS ST ROl R e 2k e S LR i s o B IR YE 9T BT 2 L B
T . R, ctDNA AN HCC B A Y bs 4 AN 2H 2355 A 1)+ 78 508 AR IR B A= Wi 6400,
FEH 2 N H TR IR AT, A EA IR KRB Pk s

SE K
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