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Abstract

Intervertebral disc degeneration (IDD), a predominant cause of chronic low back pain which lacks
effective therapies due to its complex pathogenesis. Growing evidence positions DNA methylation
as a central epigenetic regulator in IDD, governing both immune gene networks and cellular func-
tionality. This study elucidates how methylation remodels immune responses by controlling mac-
rophage polarization and T-cell differentiation within degenerative discs. This study investigates
how DNA methylation modulates the functional dynamics and immune activation profiles of key
immune cells (including macrophages and T lymphocytes) in inter-vertebral disc degeneration (IDD).
Employing genome-wide methylation profiling, we systematically identify disease-associated DNA
methylation biomarkers while elucidating their regulatory impact on immune microenvironment
remodeling. Through integration of quantitative immune infiltration mapping, we systematically
decipher the epigenetic regulatory networks through which DNA methylation orchestrates inter-
vertebral disc immune microenvironments. This mechanistic exploration establishes a novel diag-
nostic-therapeutic framework that enables precision strategies for early detection, molecular sub-
typing, and pathway-specific interventions in IDD management.
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1. 518

HE 5] %% 12 4% (Intervertebral Disc Degeneration, IDD)/E A5 KB HAM SRR EERNEZ —, WERIHN
A8 Th e 180 3R 40T T BOF AR B 240 1] Hol R BVRE T A 20, WA (] 45 58 H A 22 A
AR A S BT T B A WA E2]. 4K DNA AL & 2B A 7 22 MR AT VEBw
(RVE3E R AN R R GBI [3] . 7 IDD HERE B AUAE B U L R A KT T4 B Th e, B0 2
PEWOABT RS, XTAMAIEEE . i T R e B S AR R PR A R [4]

UbAh, BEAWET s, 1B AR (R 540 21 B G s A IR K P B R T, G EESR AR Tk
ELAH AT R AE R AR e A ZE I [5] o IX Sei MR RN 7 51 R R RIES IR, Bk —
I, {HA O DNA F RS e 40 i o B8 18 45 7E F I AR HLHDETEER BRI B, X A SR TR i —
HRAK[6]. B, 24 NBITE BORE O T [ 24 1) DNA - HE LAk dn ] T G 38 40 AT R 5 A 17 i) 422 S il
HMEA BB AR B AR I 7 1) b2

ARGEIR AT S R IAE A, A TRNT 25 A0 AN G % OA B A B AS ELBh LA, (7] B S py 41
(AR DA TR, b e S ME ) B R AR A DG I N TEALA o AT [RI R V8 B 3 10— 0 A LA R,
DL A A [R) 285038 AR 1) L B2 W 5 B 1) 8 T 5 0 AL RRL 22 98k 1

2. DNA BIEAL R LA HEE BB 2 F HIEH
TEAFAB L 0T A ) DNA AL, S DNA 55T B IR ETAE 15 A IEREH(-CH),
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& ISR S R R R, (X — i FEAN S BRI K 7 90 AR B AR B [ 7] eI FE — Mok A= T RE R S
NIk, HKZ R R S M A IR AS 7= AR ORI, FH AR AL /K T v B — i 2 H B S0 sl e 0
ERAKCE AL AT i ik R PR 2R TA 8]

DNA F 340 AT BT il e S (R BRBE TR 3 3l 7 X3 25, 0 mT R R FH OGS % €2 o — 4 &5 ) 1) 2 2 {ef
et it IR A BN IRES T [ s B R AT MK . SR HE A B S )5 5 HES ZE R U BROIRAS
TERL, AR T8 e B 0 45 R 3 2 R SRR Bl 77 R AE[9] . b4 DNA - FRJEAb o) R 4 A e M ) 44
EXEK, Rl ey LERAEN ., SeE LSS Embsh bR 248 L. Bt
TESEDR AR DA 8 X AL B R R IA B, SRAEAIR N — R AV AE RS 2 P T RE[10].

DNA H AP IESE 5 2 PR AT VB IR AR ML SR A, IR aS A PR IRAT VRSB DA SO I
PR G [11]. [RIFEHAER T DNA FEAL RSP HRERR . ROEERIE DL R i S s A 5 45 2 JL R 3%
H125 7 IDD MR ES K IE[12].

3. DNA REALSHEEEIRTRI XA

HE R R AR 5 RS T U S I HEVE I, PEREAE IR ARREFE AR, H AW 022 g 1k DL A
SRR e R AR R B, IR AR A Ik TR T SR Y 2 R A R A e R R . B
BT TR T BERZ AL ZA(NP)H 1) DNA HEELRE AR . AT IR IR #ER% +, DNMT3B (DNA
HIIE RS 3B)RIA/CF IR LR, 5 AL RO Bk SE T2 AR S 2 A S B B2 PR A ARFAE . tRIER i T
TR R AL I 2 (415 SLCA0AL (BRFZIZ HE 1) IR 2 24, (e i =) ARk s 1 HEAR, - ki figh 40
TSR AL . X —HUHITCBEENIE T DNA FRAGE IR AL A IR AR 2 B B AE R 7 [13]

A2 1R H DNA HIEALAEHENR) BEIR AR 10 300 5 S 2 U 8 (X0, Ak DAL AL 0 Bt s, AR
AR AN FE A Rt U IR 5, B AL AT 216 MR HEAL KT B 32T, ML T
{1 5L IR B AR [14] o X822 S B VR ORG B . ARUENE B ABEHLHI DL RAE R SAF R R, Eein
DNA AL 2 ik AR PR T2 R RIE, BRARSTALNE & i, (4 S 5 32 AU NG, 3k i s
HEF] B AR BERE , ANHET Hi DNA P EEAL 75 A 0] 538 28 A [R] B B v e A7 A2 3 2R 42 5 [15].

4. DNA BREMA N R EMMRIEER R HESER

MER BRI o, SRS M AN i 2, EVE4EH7E M1 B AIRAS R R TNF-a. IL-18
S IL-6 SRR IA T, EURESARIE BRI I L5 7, T 4%l 2 Thl Al Thi7 Wi ™4 IFN-
y 5 IL-17 IR Rk N, B HENERR AR K RE[16], Sy AR AT T 4RI AR A B S B4 i 5 B
FH AN 777 A S0 S 38 S 5 e B R 2 IR 4

F BB M ZRIA R H A # U FUTE S R 40 M Th R % v BRI X N, BEReHES) S % 4 i 12
T 5 S SN, B B8 T TG0 2 4 (IR S SR AT S US I RE[17] o 7RSI rR ERATRT AR 2], 4
RN ARG, H 43 EL T s 2 B Y THDR2 RS IE %54k & KDM6B mRNA 25 1 (1 R A
BE 7R H3K27me3 2 AL, FEIYTR 7 2 MR R AR 0 . IR AR A AR AL EFRATR
B R 20 R 1 H3K27me3 1) 25 H S A AB U (T 2 6F Ja 30 B 28 S St I M) o [ A 1) 518 78 Fry s ]
RE2 P IR EAESE . (Kt YTHDF2, CCR4-NOT Jlii i 1 5 &4 Je ZH 25 1 H3K27me3 iX — i B PR KR A
G 925 4 M I A% SO A () B IR AR SR AL T BN A BE o AEINE PRATE 78 Hp R dE — 20 X6 120388 B 1) A DG B A 55
5, Sz SEBR G A AR AR SRR, MR — D BB TS . TGF-AL JE D] F A B ko Ak ) 2
BE5A4ENHFEERICRIER, HIIABAMHIN, BERNE TGS, BEREE—PmE. MEK
A FE T 4 B B (MMIPs) B i A 1 25 DR 7 M D) 280 A P 0k 52 FE A TR 9%, AT 2 30 40 4/ 3 ol
() i 515 iR [18]
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2R RERAIRTE G B A S o B B AR AL, 780 Y AR AR e IR 4 b PR R, i
X BRI RIFRAE ML, TIZ A S S, MBI DNA FSL AR HE R 43R 22 (IDD) K i
Hh o A A . BT ORORERT LR B S B (5 T R T BAR BT -

4.1. NF-xB 1B &

NF-xB (’% ¥ «B, Nuclear Factor kappa-light-chain-enhancer of activated B cells)f Jy—Fhk% 0o 5 [A]
1, HIJReTE o S B A SORE RS 5] 5 DL MOAF T AL IR 4R KR, FEMER] SR ATHERE 1, NF-xB 15
SIS R TR EWIRE ), JUHARILLE S 40 M 1 AR % PR RO g AR 2 [19]-[21]

DNA F5AL 5 NF-xB Z [AfAE S AR BARR, X P o6 8 i U8 A% J2 T A4 03 4 S I ok
FEMEMAIALIRATFERE T, NF-«B IBEEW LG, KERRE 710 TNF-o. IL-18 S5 R, X LEL1E
5o R SRR SERE IR I [RIIF IE(R HE T H B A o B A) IR SRAR [22] o FR RN NF-xB 8 2% G SR R4
FEWOE, A R e fil R ME R SR AR OB B, BARRIN N 90 S B 5 20 i 40 o B A <2 TR 1)
A HAE F AR TR SRS RS , IX BT REAARE ] 3 VR 97 T BT AT M LIO A 7] £ 18 A8 S IR AR 1) 28R Tl

4.2. TGF-B B3

TGF-B ALK B 7-pVE N — M2 DhREAIR IR 7, HAM DR s E AR, S, 1L,
IEAS LUK G B A B A0 S A AR I AR DA 9K [23]

TGF-BL A ) 1R AR A5 vh B Ao 21 kA S 240 M A0 3 o & B ) St 28 A P, A8 3 A B
SMAD {5 5 18 s (G 15 LASE L [24], A IS 3 57 42 RO 1 ) 3o B2 SO0 S AR R A2, AT 24 TGF-p1 3R
AR B RIS, HERIE AL B JAE R I RER IS5, gk hnd iR AR AR .

JitBA, TGF-p1 1 R B IFAS Al R AZ R BE IS5 (K — FPaRIL, &34 m] BE LEAE (5] £ 5 5 38 52 G e 4
MEfREE, BEMANEIRATHRE, 5T TGF-p1 RIAEAL NI AL I AT HE AL RE 5 5L 5 A, 38wl fE 5]
KGPEWIA T ZEL[25], XA FAL AL — 2R RO 1R ER AR ) A

4.3. 1L-6 B

IL-6 fEA—MZIIedife 7, 25 7 RE g RAEEEE . ARG 3l DA 40 M 19 58 5518 22 A= idk
F2[26], FLAEAME ) AR AR (18 CE A FH B8 22 AR IILTE J) 350 G 28 TP 358 PR R 74 DA S o) 48 i 71 55 I e A s 25 1)
A

DNA HIEEA 0 1L-6 ik (R 1 1) 1 45 FH ZEAE [A) SR A v (1) A EfR Bl o JAK-STAT3 {5 5 filt it in
BRSE[27], BIACAR 98 1 B S B K A A B D] (R R FBOEE R, JFE S vy IR AN AT A 2 44t o 32 0 o 2 =3 340
RIEIAEE, CREAEDN B MMPs [R17KF[28],  ANARAN AN 5T 73 AR AR 00254, AT D g [A) 2R AR 1)
RIENT3 5 ERE .

IL-6 38 I RIS BE T RE 30 5 Jy 30 e SN, AT REHE BN (B SHIR R M RF SR JE , IL-6 IIPE ML S
NF-xB Fl TGF-4 {5 5 B AFAE I X3, JF HHATRe B XM #H M B R R, (ERAHFR Y S
FRL; FE— DTS, IL-6 AL RIS EVR T B, i T IL-6 FI 53 RIE, BUFReie it
G ME R FR AR R LR (1 R DL A2

5. DNA BEIERABERTHA

BIRAHNGYTHERI DR AR T B IR, HIEEEk, RWBAL AW — OB IR 7 0%, B R
NBEFERI# T . DNA HI3EAL . AL E B8 LA ARR IS RNA FIRFE AR N2 I AE T [29], BATR 2
214 T BGRB8 A A 0 0 A 7 A ) 2 R AR T LA T
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5.1. DNA BREALINFISFIE R

DNA FIEALIHITR : 5-%0 4% M F (5-AzaC) A1 DNMT(DNA FF 3556 8% il ) 30 ) 7500 132 F 9 9 1
FF H b3 109697 [30] . WFFCR BN, S5-I @] DNA HIE4k, PKE T 5 HE R SR AR H 251
FRRRIE, Fral2 et iR E A G S MMPs (83 B RGR[31], M ciest M 18] £ 1 40 i 40 225 5 (1)
o i i) 8L

DNA FF R Ab 1) 78 3 15 A DG HE DR (1 2k, Pk S AE TR 28 0 B 1 1 DO, il 3 s A8 B AR
LRIRAR o R IX SN FRLE VA T A (R R AR b () S AT A T SEER B B, (R AR ME [ BB AR I 1 2 &
(CE NG AN

5.2. tAEBEIHRIEE

L A2 QBB FI(HDAC $a5i) 61 anfig B ek HDACs 85 CU R BILAE 2 AR AT PR
Hh ULV 73321, [ ISR ME ] 4838 AR AH 5 AT 5Tt 2 B HE Ry = 5, HDAC 01 77000 H 25 S AL 1 o A6
[F1) 58240 L iy S T AN S5 0, — 7 T Sh 4 I A K 5 5 A e B3], 5 — T T R A R < R R
B (MMPs) e 8 O REAH B R A a4k, NITTAE — € AL B 3E i ME IR IR AL

ZH B PR A A SR DR A T 4 P s ) A €005 A ) R AR A SRR AN A /NI, TR B R SRS
B VF BE 8 T T A ME ) SR AR Th AL S R RIE W 4%, IFOUAL AR AR ot & R B B HLRE, HH SR 7T
HE SER T FE /N 705 F0 75 B 66 At X b FOUME T 5 40 v RO AL B A MR ), T R 4 A2 R AL
i R BRI

5.3. dE4RHS RNA B9 F

4w tS RNA (ncRNA)H o5 miRNA 5 K45 IR 5 RNA (IncRNA), T g% 2 b i Az H 2507
2, REBRHE R 1) mIRNA & IncRNA,  TEAME R SRS CEC I e N2 . A sE . 201k BL R (&
2 HERE B AR T BRI [34].

MIiRNA Ji#%: miRNA FJE R E mRNA 2 58 R RA R, M SRR, 36
4> MiIRNA 41 miR-155 CU 47 A8 5 A N ME B B2 A0 L R B A« 20 B T DA% B2 52 7 (1) B2 2% I 4%
[35], R HEh A THETCT OV T AE, XS mIRNA (IR IE KT BVEREAE — & FERE_EXHHE A 58
ASEREFIELEAE ], AR T3 R F 8K 2 miRNA 3332 2 1R 2 40 1 7 A B [ 5 7 SR
o, BRIV IR I T AE R I R B2 W] RE o

NcRNA i#%: INCRNA 1E A3 Mg A% 147 I 2% o 1) SGBR1 ad,  FEME BB AL 1) 40T HLH e 5 Hs A ]
BRI, FELERE A% IncRNA (141 HOTAIR) A UESE 2 5 T M A1 5 G e 55 1) 3 245 P i 1 #5361,
FAER A0 B FRAE B St 8 R 1308 )2 TR TR R 8 IR S DO RE, 4 RRAS HESE [ IX 28 IncRNA B{n] &
HTCTEAE (R A A0 B ) RIS SRR, AT AE S 2H 2R A R B TR E AR

5.4. RFHRMZGSTE: BERRIES RNA 121

bti% CRISPR-Cas9 %53 K| g 7 AR I BRIHUR FE 5 8 15 A S I Ik RS 1 2 A8 228 IR 2L SR 9 7 A ) 8 0 A Bt
N REERAE[37], AL E AT DNA HEAIRES . HEABMF B EWES RNA [IhRENLH], 5L
VER] A3 7 J2 1T 5 A 1) 25 3B AR 3 A S L D (R 5 X 4%, X O T Pk B IR AR R FE FR AL 1 9B 7 5
.

6. B4

LR LRIk, DNA FEAL Bt B R A R e e AR (1 %, AEAE IR REIR AR (0 e A S et I R v o
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Ptz i, FLAEAMMThRE . Sl NE AN B0 Y A s TIEIR T AR, U AEAE A £
IR R AR P SCEATT B, PRI E O HILE T DNA FEALEAFIB B ks
AEREAT W%, R G B L RE 1 | B 2B S 0 R B B AR (AR IR BE A, SRR R e MEA] 4t
IRAZ A SR S T T IE AR LS, R ML BT SRIE PR . R IR AER G T
HAB S G RIS T — RV RE, (B DNA I HEAAS U VR 42 Mk (5] 25 18 A0 5 2 o (1) G e R 25
PRI IRAL TREA B B, S Z BRI RAME 5 60 il S S BRI A R IE R . 728 T ORIBEF b, 34N
He ) 4 R 28 PR AR i P T BOUIZE AN [F) MIRI 2R 20 2% T BN NP LG rh i) PR AR P 2 1547
FEZE S, R H AT 10 1R FR AL DX 48 & A7 i3 3 FR A MethyI Target BEAT SO IE, 4 H B 1 G2 AR SCId %
B, R SEInE A I Sh AR, SR R GEH A DNA AL 7 AE (8] 45 38 28 Hhook S 2 oA B R I 2L
R UEMI S IR AR L, SEBLEDN R A T 7 S AR N Il R TAR B AT AT

SE
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