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Abstract

Objective: To analyze the bibliometric characteristics of highly cited literature on hyperthyroidism
in China. Methods: Literature concerning hyperthyroidism was extensively searched and retrieved
from the China National Knowledge Infrastructure (CNKI) database, spanning from 1960 to the year
2024. Highly cited literature was determined based on Price’s Law, and Excel 2007 was used to sta-
tistically analyze citations, publication years, journals, authors, institutions, keywords, and funds.
Results: This meticulous analysis pinpointed a compendium of 141 widely-cited articles, with cita-
tion counts individually spanning from 25 to 105 instances, accumulating to a grand total of 6512
citations and reflecting an average citation rate of 46.18 citations per scholarly piece. The number
of articles peaked at 16 in 2016 and then declined annually, dropping to 2 by 2021, with an average
annual publication rate of 3.5 articles. These articles were distributed across 104 journals, among
which the “Chinese Journal of Practical Surgery” and the “Chinese Journal of Endocrinology and Me-
tabolism” ranked in the top four in terms of the number of articles published. The study involved
455 authors, with a total of 487 authorship credits, among which Ni Qing, Zou Dajin, and Huang
Jiangrong had the highest number of authorship credits. A total of 211 institutions participated in
the research, including 156 hospitals (73.93%), 47 universities and colleges (22.27%), 5 research
institutes (2.37%), and 3 corporate research institutions (1.42%). The top five institutions in terms
of publication volume were the Department of Endocrinology at Changhai Hospital of the Second
Military Medical University, the Department of Nuclear Medicine at Xijing Hospital of the Fourth
Military Medical University, the Department of Endocrinology at Guang’anmen Hospital of the China
Academy of Chinese Medical Sciences, the Department of Internal Medicine at Weifang Traditional
Chinese Medicine Hospital in Shandong Province, and Liaoning University of Traditional Chinese
Medicine. The study involved 239 keywords, appearing a total of 474 times, with “hyperthyroidism”,
“thyrotoxicosis”, “methimazole”, “traditional Chinese medicine treatment”, and “propylthiouracil”
being the most frequently used. Additionally, 42 articles received funding support, totaling 50
grants. Conclusion: The highly cited articles on hyperthyroidism in the CNKI database demonstrate
that the “Chinese Journal of Practical Surgery” and the “Chinese Journal of Endocrinology and Me-
tabolism” serve as authoritative publication platforms, with hospitals being the primary research
institutions and hyperthyroidism as the core research theme. A core research team represented by
Ni Qing, Zou Dajin, and Huang Jiangrong has emerged. However, the standardization of keyword
usage needs improvement, and the level of funding support remains relatively insufficient.
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Figure 1. Annual distribution of highly-cited papers on hyperthyroidism in the database of China National
Knowledge Infrastructure (CNKI)
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Table 1. Journal distribution of the number of highly cited papers on hyperthyroidism, total citation frequency, and average
citation frequency per paper in CNKI
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Table 2. Distribution of the authors of the most highly cited papers on hyperthyroidism in the database of China National
Knowledge Infrastructure (CNKI)
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Table 3. Affiliations of the authors of the most highly cited papers on hyperthyroidism in the database of China National Knowledge
Infrastructure (CNKI)
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Table 4. Keywords most frequently used in the highly cited papers on hyperthyroidism in the database of China National
Knowledge Infrastructure (CNKI)
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