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Abstract

Esophageal varices is one of the main clinical manifestations of cirrhosis induced portal hypertension,
about 40% of patients with cirrhosis will appear esophageal varices, 50%~60% of patients with
esophageal varices will have massive bleeding, also is acute esophageal varices bleeding, its main
characteristics for rapid, bleeding, dangerous, high case fatality rate (>40%), etc. This review sum-
marizes the clinical effects and economy of three vasoactive drugs: terlipressin, somatostatin and
retropituitary, in the treatment of esophageal and gastric varices in cirrhosis. By analyzing the rel-
evant literature, the mechanism of action, clinical efficacy, safety and economy of the three drugs
were compared. The results show that terlipressin is superior to somatostatin and retropituitary in
hemostatic efficacy and safety, and may be better economical. This study provides a reference for
the rational use of clinical drugs, and is of great significance to optimize the treatment plan, improve
the treatment effect and reduce the medical cost.
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