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Abstract

Objective: To analyze the characteristics of highly cited osteoarthritis literature in CNKI using
bibliometrics, and to understand the core research issues and development trends. Methods:
CNKI was searched for articles with “osteoarthritis” in the title or as a subject term. Highly cited
literature was defined using Price’s Law. For cross-duplicated or multi-submitted articles, only
the one with the highest citation count was retained. Data on publication years, keywords, journal
names, and authors’ institutions were organized and statistically analyzed. Results: CNKI contains
36,119 articles on osteoarthritis from 1957 to 2024. Of these, approximately 8957 articles (24.8%)
have been cited, with a total of 107,484 citations, averaging about 12 per article. There are 967
highly cited articles, accounting for 2.68% of the total and 10.79% of the cited articles. After ex-
cluding 4 duplicates, 963 articles were analyzed, with a total of 104,987 citations (97.65% of the
total), averaging 108.7 per article. The first highly cited article appeared in 1957, with almost no
growth from 1957 to 1978. From 1980 to 2022, the number increased significantly. The top five
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journals are “Chinese Journal of Osteoporosis”, “Chinese Journal of Tissue Engineering Research”,
“Chinese Journal of Integrated Traditional and Western Medicine”, “Chinese Journal of Rehabili-
tation Medicine”, and “Chinese Journal of Chinese Materia Medica”. The 963 articles involve 268
institutions, with hospitals accounting for 61.38%, universities for 29.31%, research institutes
for 7.59%, and enterprises for 1.72%. On average, each article contains 2 to 8 keywords, involving
864 unique keywords used 2006 times, averaging 3.85 per article. Conclusion: This study system-
atically analyzes the characteristics of highly cited osteoarthritis literature, providing a reference
for understanding the current research status, core issues, and development trends in the field of
osteoarthritis.
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Figure 1. Annual distribution of highly cited osteoarthritis literature in CNKI
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Table 1. Distribution of highly cited journals for osteoarthritis in CNKI
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Table 2. Names of institutions with highly cited osteoarthritis literature in CNKI
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