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Abstract

Purpose: To explore the anti-inflammatory effects of Auranofin in a mouse model of Aspergillus fu-
migatus-infected Kkeratitis. Methods: The cytotoxicity of Auranofin was detected using a cell count-
ing kit (CCK-8) and a Calcein/PI cell activity and cytotoxicity kit; mRNA expression levels of tumor
necrosis factor-a (TNF-a), interleukin 18 (IL-1f), interleukin 6 (IL-6) and chemokine 2 (CCL-2) were
detected by RT-PCR in human corneal epithelial cells (Hcecs); TNF-qa, IL-1f, IL-6 and CCL2 protein
expression levels in Hcecs cells were detected by ELISA; mRNA expression levels of Nrf2 and HO-1
were detected by RT-PCR in Hcecs cells treated with Auranofin; administration of Brusatol (abbre-
viated as BT, the Nrf2 inhibitor) and Znpp (HO-1 inhibitor) were given to pretreat Hcecs cells, and
the effect of Auranofin on the expression of inflammatory factors was detected. Results: 1 pg/mL of
Auranofin had no effect on Hcecs cell activity. PCR and ELISA results showed that Auranofin reduced
the mRNA and protein levels of TNF-a, IL-1, IL-6, and CCL-2 in fungal-infected corneal cells, with
significant differences; Auranofin significantly activated the Nrf2 /HO-1 pathway, reversing the pro-
motion of inflammatory factor production by fungal stimulation. Conclusion: Auranofin exerts anti-
inflammatory effects in Aspergillus fumigatus infection by inhibiting inflammatory factor produc-
tion and activating the Nrf2 /HO-1 signaling pathway.
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1. 518

TR M AR B 9 (FK) A — POt va T A TR e, R 26 24 | IR M A T A% 1) 40%, HPERJE R ER MK
R T RIEEZK[1]. L MAEHEMSE N T ZERIX, FK RFRE BT SR ma i EE 2=
BURIRAR[2] . SHAMBYME R AL, BT A ORI T R T, R T AR R I TS R,
MEREE. WA IEANPIEREAYEEG ZHIE. WA E R, RGP AEEELR. &
FEMEZE . IRIT R3], Bk, R ARSI E R A AR E

SIS R MEIEY), KT R TR RBHE T R OA =2 EM 8, (HREE R
Z R RBR R B, G R N AE FTssb, AH BT & i 2510 2 e B v R R YT T,
XA FATTE GRS [4] o IEAFER, A0 I 4 v 25 0T 9 E 18 2 AN 35 I S A 30 S 2 A OU A P
X AE L BN RE A A IR ISR TT BB Ik 25 . BAR &V 25 DU A TR E I DAL R 2, (HE XAk
JE J IS B 1) — R A CAF B FEMIESE[5] [6], O TR o i 25 15 i 22 B (LPS) I B k% 40 i
T ELE A 39 1 4T B A 2 8 (IL-8) A A4/ 2% 6 (IL-6) [7], Kim Z5 NIESE &7 25 A (s 545
WA, ARSI 2RISR A ER(MAPK), 306 B A% 1 -85 - 8958 7 (NF-xB) KI5,
FHIE 2 40 5 7 [ 1k [8]-[10]

BT A BIRE TR, BATTHEN G084 55 il Re & — e dT FK FIVBTEZ5Y) . TERRATIITE 7, AR A
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2. MR
2.1 MR

2.1.1. EWXER

g ey 8 JAkE C57BL/6 MEFRIE T 1L AR U pa IINA PR A R, #1856 [E R B3 78 B 23 (ARVO) A
AT AbHE . RAW264.7 21 H H ERL2=BE 1oy fe, HCEC H AR AR T M i AR BH O IR
SEG iR, fE 37°CHI 5% CO, RAESA 10%fiH 4 17 (Gibco). 0.075%4: K[ F(Gibco). 0.075%f 5 &
(Solarbio, H[EIL). 1%EE & G (Gibco) ki L HE 25 2 (Solarbio) i) DMEM Hi#%3% .

2.1.2. SEISEFk

2 YR S A A £ 0 1 25 1 (Aspergillus fumigatus, AF) g R 1 T o 3230 oA 4 i R A ek A B b
Ro(AbI) o K i R AR E TS A W IRIE TR R R 55 9R, JEAE 37°C AN 120 r/min X HF R E 4~7
K, WORE 22 FFBERE, IR $h 2% i 2h/K (PBS) Bk, BiJE A 75% L B2 Ki%(4°C, 48 h), I\ DMEM %7
FREEFRRAE LIRS 1 x 101 CFU/mL.

2.1.3. FEZWRF

¥ 1 mg EHESF(MCE Ar], £E)ET 1 mL = HETHOMSO)H, LL1 mg/mL & k7
T-20°C, J54:H DMEM 35 720K HAR R 22 BT R B2, 8R4 5 (1) DMSO 148773 % 0.00458. Calcein/Pl
YT A M 5 A0 B B A AT B 38 o KR L RNA exproreagent Y RFEGAEDDA 7 HE4L;  BRIBE i
Btk 36 (ELISA)IR 7 & Fi Biolegend 2 ] $2 it

2.2. SKBTE

2.2.1. CCK-8 523

HCECs ## T 96 fLiRF, JF4EK 1% 2 K% 80%% E, A5k HCEC 5ARIKRE &5 (L. 2.
4. 8. 16. 32. 64 ug/mL)=E DMSO (0.5%) RS & 24 /NEF, ARJE A FLF A 10 uL CCK-8 (Solarbio,
Beijing, China) i & 2 /M o A I BEAR A EL 450 nm AL FIIROL L

2.2.2. ERAMER AL

N TVl A 256 Heees ZHMITEIEAE K Hees AAE T 12 AL P53, BLRI4HARZ BEik 514
80%. HOAMH i A1 (1 x 105mL)35 3% 2 /i, SR )5 AR B2 1) 6 7% 25 F1 DMSO 1595 JL[AK: 5% 8h
J&, F Calcein AM FIHLAL TR WE (P1) FRITR A W7 SR HRoRT 40 B AR AR L €4 30 4301, PBS ek =R %
BB, 200}) A4 gL g0 i .

2.2.3. HARRIH

Heec 400t T 12 FLAR, W E E41I0 25 E 2 80%~90%)5 #eii . K4/ A N4, DMSO 4. & i
54, AF 4, AF+DMSO 4K AF+ &1l 4, @B FLINA 60 ub KiGMHh &R 22, S&isrik
HRH AR IR N 4 pg/mL (3, 8 h JEUCEEZN M AE A F T4 /iid RT-PCR S5 (%340 6 fL); 24 h 5
WA s, B0 S B EIEVR A T 40 ELISA Kl (B:4H 8 fL).

2.2.4. SERPEAER PCR (QRT-PCRYBUAFERF
12 FLHR Heec 4HJf0FH PBS ¥k 3 ¥k, AFLINA 500 uL RNAexproreagent 2 24/, JH 200 uL &
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WAk TR EE R EP & b, $RIE RNA, {# ] HiScriptIlIRTSuperMix (Fg 5% MERE A &)
4T qRT-PCR kL 3%3843 cDNA. )5, fHH qRT-PCRAXSATY =M. SIMFHI % 1.

Table 1. Sequences of RT-qPCR primers
% 1. RT-gPCR 3|#1/575

Gene Primer Sequence (5'-3") Gen Bank

F: GATTACTGCTCTGGCTCCTAGC

f-actin (mouse) R: GACTCATCGTACTCCTGCTTGC NM_007393.5
o - cscascpsercaTomcaonce
e
ce e rsensoTeTecomacs
IL-6 (mouse) F: CACMGTCCGGAGAGGAGAC NM_031168.1

R: CAGAATTGCCATTGCACAAC

2.2.5. HXEBRIZEN
N ELISA 7 &6 Heee 40 TNF-a. IL-18. 1L-6 DL K CCL2 fUZE A, MR R &
FINEAT LG o A8 F B AR ORI 450 nm £ 570 nm K AEIR L FE

23. G FER*

fiiH SPSS26.0. GraphPadPrism9.0 # {247 Si vt 5 4bFE . %f T+ CCK-8. SEIN %5t i€ & PCR Fl ELISA
b, A AR XU t RSO e it e e, A SEiR R/ EE 3 H X £SEM RoR, 4 P<0.05
B, WU RA g8 L.

3. R
3.1. &i&3FX Heee MMRRFMERIRIG

NS GV S I 2 AR, A3 K AN TR B 1) 4 9 254 T HCECs. CCK-8 45 (1] 1(A) B,
ME U IKREE <1pg/mL 8, HCECSs HI4HHTE S A SZ 5200, K RS SE 40 f s (2 52 50 10— A0 VP Al 4 1 57
X Heec 4UMI R B PEAEFH, HrhiGguus et &, JEANMIpl e p . S5 R mE 1(B)Fiw, BEE 4
WSS RSB N, AT R A M i B B 2 S, 4T i R R D, 1 pg/mL DL EIRE 4
WA Heee 4 FIAZ 3G R T HAM K41, ZRELITFE (P < 0.05). 1 pg/mL iKkEH4
T 2F AL TR A AN AT S S IR IR EL iR 2 R G i 8 (P > 0.05) . J £ S2IR k% 1 ug/mL 1E AN
W T

3.2. BLAMPAH TNF-a. IL-18. 1L-6 BAF CCL-2 mRNA FRi&/K LB

N T PR v 5 AE FK PR AER, AT 7962862 & PCR, 455 W4 2 i, AF
Al AF + DMSO 4 HCECs ', TNF-a. IL-15. IL-6 Al CCL-2 {J#ik) & & m T X 4L (P <0.05). & ik%F
AEFRZE B S0E R T K P 2 KT AF + DMSO b P4 .
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Figure 1. Toxic effects of Auranofin on Hcecs cells

[E 1. €& % Heees RIS H1ER

Table 2. Comparison of the mRNA expression levels of TNF-a.. IL-15, IL-6 and CCL-2 (n=4, X £S)
2. BEAMA TNF-av IL-18. 1L-6 LUK CCL-2mRNA FiAKFLEE (n=4, X+5S)

4 iR TNF-a IL-18 IL-6 CCL-2

A N 1 1.17+0.25 2.21+2.46 0.75 £ 0.62 1.03+0.24
B4 AF H 40.6 £ 3.26 156.14 + 10.64 96.75 + 7.86 7423 +5.72
CH AF + DMSO # 38.3+3.01 153.87 +10.24 94.29 +7.36 73.86 +5.53
D4 AF + &i3FA 17.2+1.86 72.63 £5.12 45.72 +3.92 39.52 +2.98

(AHEBAMILEREASGITHEN, P<0.05; BHS CHRNERAREEXER, P>005 DAPEMKTBA, P<
0.05).

3.3. BB TNF-a. IL-18, 1L-6 1 CCL-2 A FIEKFELLE:

Gt 25N iR 2 R4 HCECs  TNF-a. IL-18. IL-6 F1 CCL-2 (I FH/KF, ELISA 455l 2 BoR,
N, AF fil AF+DMSO 41 2 5E# i TNF-a. IL-18. IL-6 F1 CCL-2 [ %A /KT & _Eif;
G5 AF+DMSO ML, ARE# T TNF-a. IL-18. IL-6 1 CCL-2 5 A R IA/K T IH B IR, %
FAgH Y E (P <0.01).

3.4.Nrf2/HO-1 F 5B S 5 SRR B AR M RIER

BATH LS B (& 3)F W, FHE RSN T HCECs 1 Nrf2 £l HO-1 ik, I H & 2F B in 7
JR R EE 5 S HCECs ' Nrf2 Al HO-1 ) mRNA /K7, AT &GS PR IEH 2T S Nrf
2/HO-1 A 3¢, AT BT (Nrf 2 40157) ikt 3 HCECs, 45 H %W, BT FALFEH /0% 7 TNF-a. IL-
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18 A1 IL-6 [ERIE K 24 ZnPP (HO-1 #lifil 551) T AL B2 1E % HCEC B, 1 AT i 3 98 55 4 15 25 X RAW264.7
YR b 2 E KT TNF-a. 1L-18+ 1L-6 FIABFIHIAE H .

TNF- g
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Figure 2. Auranofin reduces the production of inflammatory mediators in Aspergillus fumigatus-induced HCECs
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Figure 3. Auranofin attenuates the inflammatory response by activating the Nrf2/HO-1 pathway
B 3. £IEFFIBITHUE Nrf2/HO-1 BB R K AER K
4. +ig
FLTE PR A R BUE M B R R 2 —[11]. FBERTR SRR R A TRV 5T . B A Al A 2 T 5 I A

PR b, RIS B A — S DR AN DR, SRS RAE S NE, ™ B PR SORE S N2 45 T A B A A 045
FMAB]. HET, ImPR_EIGTT B AR 290 A S BB RS Bk, 4k
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B RBORIT B VAR 2 B O E I,

S MG Y, RARMRMBTE R LPUR aEJI[12]. SR, B ATIE R A SCIRE a8 i 55 2
RN T BB M AR RYT o« N T e SR IR b 22 4, ARSCHET T CCK-8 i SE4H i Y (1,51
¥, SEREIR, SEIFREMT 1 ug/mL i, RAMNE IR Heees TEPMEANZ &8 55 UM .

AR LS BN, A 25 H] B #2515 S/ HCECs o TNF-a. IL-18. IL-6 fil CCL-2 F£ik. iEfF
R AAE S BTN EL PR g s 0, AR T AIAE R [13]. JerTiIBi iRy, fERRGEMA LI 5 &
G2 PR A R 28 /N BRABEA h, SUR ZF BIRIT D T IR R A RGN AN E G B A 2 B SOREA R A IL-
6. IL-17A. iINOS A pR[14]. SRT, i 45 PR 20 i R IA BN AN TG 2 o

Nrf2 J2 5 BB R, R MR RS, MUBHE R E BT R, SR
Z 505 RAER N, FERER A MFER, DL H G E R 41555 2 PPt B2 — RBIZERH . T HE
REETT, Nrf2 7ENLSI B2 5 SM A B g0, AHEIEIR R Gu5i[16] O L4 A0 e [17] . GBAT M
PR MRE[18], LA K 2 FRHR AR I HRAE . TN B, R . AR AH DG ME T B SE . Nrf2 5
W TAMEAEHEA I, AR HRAT BT E BT R D . i Nrf2 P9 3 R 2 — 2 2l
FINARE-1 (HO-1). 7EM L anfrh, & 25 nl LB B i 5200 & (I8 R B (Txnrd) 1 035, S84
Jifl ROS ¥ BN I 0E Nrf2 it S8, HoAm] DLk Nrf2 AR5 m) 40 A ) 56 ¥, 36110 19 5 Nirf2
FEPLAA B FIEI[19]. Ryuhei Hayashi ©V2ER, Nrf2 {5 545 S8 B f i 1 je A5 10 il 72 R gk
B, I H ORGSR R M H[20]. ©ESE, HO-1 53085 T AL R 50 B fe e
MIJRE, GnMMEss, JEIEd DG . Nrf2/HO-1 R REAE BB PR A A rh R FEPL R AERI[21]. BEAh, T
BH 4 0 25 0] LABRE Nrf2/HO-1 5 530 5 98 55 WG 200 B v 1) 28 hE S B[ 19]. A T s Nrf2/HO-1 Sl i F 1
I, RATE KM 7 YL Heees ZHf T Nrf2 A1 HO-1 f#ik . 76 A 203805, Nrf2 1 HO-1 %
EREIN, XK Nrf2/HO-1 {55 8% T aE 25 FK RN E . AR5, BAMESEZFEIEHTLE T Nrf2
A1 HO-L (IR AL B, R INAN M JRE KT 41 TNF-ay IL-15. 1L-6 [RIEAKETH, @22
B0 57 B R, &V IS S Nrf2/HO-1 {55 38 2% 380 R0 A 5 10 TR 07 28 0 S B2 R 3l sk P&
RSN RAE o B AT AR A W RIE 35 3R B S 25 nT DU BB S Nrf2 256 Wi RIEVER, BATR 44
R WS KR TFHLH .

R LFTIR, BRGNS SR M w A A B s AR, AR R BLE A
I Nrf2/HO-1 5 538 % M T HH0 8 A 5 B0 i 9 RE B S I o AT 9T 485 SR Ayt — AR R SV 25610 FK (1)
Il ARG B2 At T B8 A4 A0 S B0 s

B O
TR . BOREE . AR AR SR K SR T T B4R 5 5 S
EemB
7R H AR R4 (9w 5 ZR2023MHO068) .
T B
W BN (L RE 8RR SE S ZR2023MH068, RIEFAR LW EESEECRRT . & L AR SR
& Su

SE
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