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Abstract

Diabetic nephropathy (DN) is a common complication of diabetes and a leading cause of end-stage
kidney disease. Astragalus polysaccharide (APS), as a traditional Chinese medicinal herb with vari-
ous bioactivities, has been demonstrated to possess potential therapeutic effects on DN. This review
summarizes the signaling regulation mechanisms of APS in the treatment of DN, including the TGF-
B/Smads, TLR4/NF-kB, Sirtl/Fox01, Gm41268/PRLR, and Wnt signaling pathways, which are closely
related to pathological processes such as renal inflammation, fibrosis, and apoptosis. APS regulates
the above signaling pathways through multiple pathways and targets, showing certain renal protec-
tive effects, and may positively help delay the progression of diabetic nephropathy. Although the
application potential of APS in the treatment of DN is enormous, further in-depth studies are needed
to elucidate its regulatory mechanisms, pharmacological properties, pharmacokinetic characteris-
tics, clinical efficacy, and safety. This review provides a theoretical basis for the potential applica-
tion of APS in the treatment of DN and points out the direction for future research.
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1. 51§

B PRI 05 (DN 2 B8 PR B3 p s WL — Fh IR AORE, B2 RECRIIE M — A R EH R XMH
S P SRR AL /N BRI R 8 DX 3t I o A2 B A K S B SR [ 1] 4 2021 G0 Bl o, 4
BRAIA 10.5%I0 N B HERR, IXERE G T 536 (2 N30, Tiit$] 2045 EHHKE 12.2% [2]
[3]. FE%E DN EFHHERFFLE LI, X EE LR EEM AL T ORI A2 5 54 . DN B R AE S b
AT S R AR 2 ELE 0%, XM RALRA TR S ECE A4 4]. m BE KPR 5 B 25E . 48
JZE T AR AL RS BRI R AR O, IX LUPR R AR T AR e 2E DN kR [S] [6]. % T-MelH DN &35, 1By7 ik
PRI B, A4 T EARUE AT B RS A, X T EAURA B &, 18 W] R R T ARV R N R

W, EN—FMESR 26, HARAE R RS O I T4, i ChEZ ) 1E4HidE,
WHNEH AN TR FRAEHE SR H @A ThR. BURBT7E R, st 2 BURE IR B8 B B ERE
SRR, BEA RS R B B B R B PROKF, RS 4L AT B R EKF[7]. & A i
200 FRANFIILEY), GARERRSS. B Z 8], Ho 2R IETT Z MmO Ry, X
MR B PRIT LA B A Ak 3R Ge i A0 FRUARGE A [9] . 38 B 2 HE(APSE A — Mg fE iR T F B, H
PIALE T HRIR KRR 2 58 s AE ML . 56806 ZYIAHEL, APS W REELAT 5 /b (¥ B/ F A o i) 2
Ao IbAh, APS MIBLR . BUEAL AP AE FI P BESY DN BT TT IR AEH VR Y7 JEIE[10]. 2817, T
APS X8 PRI B0 s AR FATI AR, H oL i T 20 B B o AN SR SO 4 M A S T AT 4
W, FUELE 2 HE(APS)IATT M PRI B9 (DN)WLE 1) G855l %, B1EAiE— 2B APS J8J7 DN 1)
SRR AR IR, FRRUT AR AR R KR T T BT 7).
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2. TGF-f/Smads {5 S185&

TGF-f /& TGF-f Z I 572, TGF-p1 M HV B (TGF-52 F1 TGF-A3) i 2 Fh4mi &k, A48 5 E
MIFTE 4SS 1], TGF-B/Smads {55 i B (AR [F] B 2> 52 M BE JR I B 05, TGF-B1 B\ A8 bR
I3 1 2 B K K[ 12]. TGF-A1 3L Hl3E N i Smads K2 REALIEA B 110 . 165 21 44 R 208 15 0
~, Smad3 ZFUREPER, 1 Smad2 1 Smad7 & R4 M) . Smad4 i % 53458 Smad3 /- F 10T 41 4E 4L,
[FJ I 83 Smad7 HAGPERLHIFIH] NF-«B JXEh B IE SGE R A L 2 M ER[13]. iR 14155 N, A
APS %f DN KA AT 10, 5 KM, DN KR 'EIE TGF-A1 /K1 HILFEC, Smad2. p-Smad2.
Smad3. p-Smad3, M Smad7 /K-FHELTHE . IESE T APS BEWSIE N Smad7 HFRIL, I #0H| TGEAR-I.
Smad3 1A K& HBERRL, B#E T TGF-B i mRNA 7K°F, F°F# TGF-f/Smads {5 5 1% 5 K B k4% DN
[15]. TGF-B FIGEB A TEABIGTE S 734k FhBE U812 DUREH SUE S RN 2 2 A S5 3o Fi v 4% 5 B4R TGF-
pliEN S HAZ KRGS, BOE FIFR Smad 5 588, HATEKFRIA[16]. 7€ DN H, TGF-p1 [ RiA#E
it Smad2/3 FIBEER Ik, Rk /NERFNE /INE (8] 5 (4l i 7 R R (ECM)EE R . Ik4h, TGF-p1 i@l i S -
B - [ A EMT) R0 0 e 4, 3 —20 s S [ 17]. AR, BHI TGF-p {5 5 i m] LAk
B YA 980E R B[ 13]. TGF-A1 i@ 5HZ R4, s TFiFR Smad {55388, Smad2 1 Smad3 7£
W I P LA AR DGR R 2Rk, (2 W5 /N BRI /DN [R) o A 20 B A/ 25 AR SR A B A2 . 1T Smad7 W]
PLFE DT Smad2/3 BITER . APS BEE3E N Smad7 BIZRIA, #H| TGFAR-I. Smad3 &I BEREAIL, AT -1
TGF-p/Smads 5514 KB 84 DN. X FXHE 5@ A F Smad & AMIETIERH, FRERZ APS K
5 WE RSV I CBE3A T 2 —[17]. TGF-p/Smad {55 0B K7 FHLHIE 24, H140 Smad7 Wi id
5 TGFAR-1 AHEAEHERAIHIME 5455, PLE& APS 275 i HARGH B R 7R T IX — i 2, XL ) ATy 75
HE— PR

3. TLR4/NF-xB & &

Toll Ff3Z{£(Toll-like receptors, TLRs) /& KA fuf% 7 Gu b — R AR 7 RN 2 AR 5K, T e . A/ JE
TR P09 A S R U (S SB[ 18]. TLRs HIMUIE BEWS il R — RAVJORE(S S iBE, HAuhEER
%A T kB (nuclear factor kappa B, NF-xB){5 5 1@ B [ IE[19]. NF-xB A& —Ff -1k A7 75 H 8 1 1% 5%
SR T, B R IOE RN PG OMER . TLRs #0E G, @il — ARG SH S, S NF, NF-«B 1
TEAG S BUE 2 40 KT W A 4 A2 6 (IL-6) H Az 4l gt & (-1 (MCP-1)A1 IL-14 BIRE R N, XL
BR] -3k — D 1 3 Ja) 308 9 RE SORLAT 2 PR A AR SR [20] 0 78 AT 8 i [ M., TLR4A/NF-xB A5 5 38 % 13805
T2 AR SEAE B PRI B 95 (DN ) K AR R JE rh Py T B 22 A (4] 21]. Guo [22]58 NiEid DN K RS
B (HG ) b T F B /N BRJE 4 R ZR 36T EE, I CCR-8 v AT 240 B ARAS I 2 40 i 184 58 175 450, qRT-PCR
Fl Western blot Kill TLR4 / NF-xB A KR IEE . KI APS i@ R A IE R F IL-18. IL-6. MCP-1
(fiL, ] TLR4/NF-«B JEBETE, S2E00E T DN KR E S5 X RE, APS /EN—
PR AERIYEYT B, BEOSIE I 1T TLRA/NF-xB 15 530 BRI B IE 28 5, AW RIS B e T 1R 4t 7
W SHEmE o I ] TLRA/NF-«B i, APS A 1 9RE R 1 IR, 348 T BEXT 5 I 200t 1% 184 5 A
DiRe = AR [22]. H APS W] REIE I T A s 1Y) TLR4 Rk, B3 T-#8 TLR4 555
SOOI, WM SR B A NSRS, ORI NF-«B BIWGE, AT kb 28 5 R, 1X Fhifi
TP TTRE 2 2 2, SR PG 54 T E AR A, S0 I8 I 1 5 40 M P 1 S8 I O TR 25 45 )
BERO M2 A5 S E B S 1, (LR 1R P S S R VE AL AN 2, TR L DI R IR N I S St
AT B
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4. Sirt1/FoxO1 Bk

VUSSR 7 1 (Sirt]) /2 ALah# sirtuin ZKB(Sirtl1~Sirt7) R, EVF2 APd fEdh k355 &
R, RS2 AR T PR R R R RS AN A R R i R (23], TE/NRURI
Y AL [ R IA RN R LG, Sirt] o HUB AR JORE. SRS IR R B B R
F[24]-[27]0 Xu [28]5 N\ i 8 5708 JRp B 5 (DN) K B A, I8 285 B 2 ME(APS)HEAT T 11, KIW APS
RS I8 I IS Sirtl/FoxO1 JBEK, VAR il 21 M A 5 00 2 40 3 W) . SO0 v s e e BNl . g B
i} PCR e s e e tt, FTRIIMISCIE R RIE . HFFCEE FRM, APS 167 B3 K T R IER T IL-
18+ IL-6 £l MCP-1 [R5, #0f] T TLR4/NF-xB {5 Sl g, Mk 7 DN KRS Hifh. Sirtl
VER—Fh % CBALEG, 7T L@ 2 CB T 2 R % B+, B4E p53. PTP1B. FoxOl. RelA. NF-«B.
STAT-3 il PGC-1a/PPARy 4, HETISZMa40 MR IARET . PH TR B R . J0 I 28 2 b U 777 1 e S5 IR
T, Sirtl BeBE T AHMRAREPIRES . R R BAEASLE, MR B IR ERI[29]. Sirtl IR
(A 5 00 5 8 PR3 5 8 (6T TR Py i A 0. BT BE Sirt1/FoxO1 @S, W] LAykEE iy b 51 S 1)
B MEAR T, ARE PRI B I B TR AL T BT DA R TE IR T RO AL EH BT MANIE 28 APS A2 a0l B A
TEIX PR 1 . T BRI VR A Y AR T K, W NADYAE, O Sirtl BINEPESRBEE RIS, B
Fild 5HAM S A EAER, R Sirtl MRIBBEEN . PUE RIZIEERE APS K45 B IR 515 FH
RS R, ¥R AR PR ST T ]

5. Gm41268/PRLR & &

KEEIESS RNA (IncRNA)Z — KK 200 MEZ R E RNA 70+, 7E40M b3y i85 B 2 4%
At EAEZ R AEY) 2 E R R R EVE R, B EANER T WL B A% 4% 7 S 45 DL R B 53 5 TR 55 [30]
B TR, PRI LA IncRNA [IRIE[31]. TEMEZME T, IncRNA M{ER N E 2, 4F
SEM IncRNA Fik484k 5 DN HIR JEZ VI . Guo [3215 AKIFFFT R IR, IncRNA 785 bR % Ao bR w1
AT RERC R G E M . LAk, Chen [33]15F NJEIITE 2 BUBE SR /N BB B R Al APS HEATF T, KIN
APS AT LLE M 11 4 IncRNAs IR IE, HFEHIE Gm4a1268. X ELARL 5 B 7 44k i 72 b i) G4 1 b
HY) p-mTOR F p62 K-F MK, UL LC3 IV LU MIIEHIA ¢, IncRNA 7R3 R R IE T B 2 FifE
M, Gm41268 FRE@EIE S PRLR FHEAEM, S5 5 Mfkid, S5 Ray A g g 2.
1 Wk A2 200 P — o [ B AR RIS BRI L, o T SRR 20 B N AR S R e . 22 P M 7R, 0 G 41 i AE
T RIEM GBS BG BB EF A4 d, AWmAazs) 2%, MREH, A
WEIhfe S S NEAF 4L R R A 6, W REE L e R A M S5 M RN Th e, MM E DN Rk v e 31 ¢
HAEF[34]. IncRNA F1HWRE DN B AJm LS it HEAEM, AT IncRNA PERBLEIZ 28 24, H
7E DN A& S APS 1697 iR R AR AR, DS MG Sl 2 MMM B R, #a R Tt—2
RZ O B e 35 1Y B AR Y
6. Wnt {55 1H &

Wnt 554 @, JLHZH p-Catenin /TS M Wnt (5510, TEA0MA D) b i A
. XS5 EBES MM EY P R ERT, FEAEE. . TR TR AR RS
ZA KBRS R R R . TR ERE . HEUEA D SR R AR F I R, Wt (55
I R 38 24 0 S X e R A R S SR B35, /E DN B LT, Wnt/s-Catenin {5 5@ 1
SO 5 E IR A AE A D RE RS A . E— IS, B055[36)55 AMEH APS Xf @B 51 K (1
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ANE b R AR AT T T T B 9T B, Wnt/B-catenin {5538 2 1) 5 B0 & 2 ANFRAT, W0 Axin-
1 9/ DA p-catenin (AL 2R, APS BENS FEWTZ I8 % A0S , 7T BEE T 1 9 40 i AR 5S8R 1 R IB BGE 1,
MG Sl LS. XY T APS BT {Re B AR5 8. Wt (5 5 IHHAE DN [0 24 3
AR M. APS M MR T T B, MY Wt {558 #, TTHEDY DN KR )T 5
BRSNS . AT A TSR APS AR F T ZE B R — N S BRT a, ASX AR R e
HABARML A S S A I M, LR MR R Y217y, xS DN EZNGITERIE, XHEERAN
T AR SR ML TR AR R, DL AP B APS £E DN iRJ7 I E (E -

7. INESRE

B PR B CAC s A AR 2 L R RARE . AORE 2 5 RE i, BUONBE R TT T X . DN R AL
W REANE NG SEK, 45 TGF-f/Smads. TLR4/NF-xB. Sirtl/FoxOl. Gm41268/PRLR. Wnt 45,
R ORE . LF4EAG . ARHOIRE TS B AR B RE S UM O . (HIX SRS S E B R AR AR AR, TR AR A
GUE RS AR M 25 4% R Gt BN, TGF-B/Smads {5518 5 TLR4/NF-xB i 2 [8] ] G A7 7EAH HL 2,
TGF-p 155 BIB0E 7T G823 520 G0 2 S ALY Th REARAS , M7 98 AE S NLAH 5G] TLR4/NF-xB @ #% o [FIHT,
Sirt1/FoxO1 38 #% (1) 30 7T Reid ik i 77 40 i 3 (1) S8 A0 REBOIRAS 55, [RI4:52 0 TGF-B/Smads A1 TLR4/NF-«B
SCREEITEYE . MRS, Wnt (55 BB B S A B 2 AR AR, AU . AR T
SRR SLFRIR IR, ARSCEHR T APS 76 DN YT HH IS S IEEMLE], R 7 ILImR R AT R X
BERfF i 45 B, APS £ DN VYT IR g ST ECK, (B — BRI FT. X5 T APS X (5 5
T % 2 B AH ELAE F ) L PRALA R X 4 56 RIG B Z IR NG TE, R BEMEE H — A58 B W 28 I f i 2 . ok
SR 7T 5 B TE N E X A 5 0 IR B W [FAE FE A B AR, ISR A R AW, R
R R SSERAR, 2H@NT APS 76 DN V7 I MRS, Rl s. 2B ERMN
WIEBCR, WICATE R A a7 RIS SRR HE . B2, FEZHN DN RI7 4L T 5 sk
Agga, IR S T S B AR IRy, (H T 2 RRN B TR SR TR SE IR )
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