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Abstract

Vascular cognitive impairment (VCI) is a cognitive dysfunction caused by cerebrovascular disease
and its related risk factors, which has a significant impact on the health and quality oflife of the elderly
worldwide, and has become the second most common cause of cognitive impairment after Alzheimer’s
disease, especially among people aged 60 years and above in China. This article reviews the latest
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research progress in the pathophysiological mechanisms, neuroimaging, biomarkers, and therapeu-
tic strategies of vascular cognitive impairment.
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1. 5]

M PN FBEAS (VCD) IR R 1 MR FE DA N B 2 R BSR4k, B X VCT A WHRAHT
Fi, HE X RWA; 7 RENEA, HET VCL v 40 RN TR, A4E A A 5 I RS (post-stroke cog-
nitive impairment, PSCI). J% 5 it IfiL 14 I & 4 DA %01 B85 (subcortical ischemic vascular cognitive impairment,
SIVCI). £ R AL KPS (multi-infarct cognitive impairment, MICI). & & i\ &1 P& 5 (mixed cognitive
impairment, MixCI) [1]. VCI [ 3= ZL55 R EL 45 /N I < i 2 A DL S A o A7 IXURGE DRI 30 55, IR S PRI AV
MASZREMINFI T RE,  FF H AT 85 B IR R g B S5t 2 IR AT VR A7, AT 3 BOR A PR I R 2E[2]
OB RRAT I 2 HHE R, VCL 2 4k 2R URIE R 2 5 S5 DL IR R 2 A8, 17 i 24 v A 3 B0 A P i ok
M Z G R ZR, B0 T AP R R KU (3] ASSTRENT VCT I BLA LS . 8 AEVIRR S
VIR IE JRIT SR SEREAT LR IR

2. TREEEIEHLH
2.1. R E R EGHLE

1ML fi%i B B (blood-brain barrier, BBB)J& 4EfF X #1482 RGN ARSI Gk 45 0, LD REFRIS MO A
2 2 PP A IR AT VR (1) B R BRARHAE 2 — (4]0 I 57 o P S B M0 T~ P9 S B B TR IR I 4 B A
A R AH BAEF[S]. AW, I Be B A AR 2 S SO 28 SORE A D0, DA T 582 i ik T 978 A e 22
JCHIIE S D)Ge. BEAE R MK BAE M L B8R S BDIRES N, I B B rsd v s, S BU90E
S TR PR - N ZR, R 5 R AR A e R T RE R . BRI, AR IUE I R R A A
b, I B R D REREAS 5 A IR B R A DG, BRI AN R R A 0 1 I M DA R B A 00 3 A P
B REAEHL6].

Jidi /) I % 97 (cerebral small vessel disease, CSVD) & S 8N & MR RN EEFRHKZ —, EEES5EZH
FHUHEEE YA G B/ L4890 9 BRASFAE B4 /NS K R0 A8 Bt af ARG 1 08 5 5 [ 7] /S IR 1)
RAESEANE . JE RN R A T AL B DI O o /IS I A8 1) 65 10 R0 D g AR A4 RT e 2 3 330U IfL it
(AR R, T s e o A AR R DA 0 T R P 2588 ]

H )i &15 5 (white matter hyperintensity, WMH)2& /N L& 955 i) — N BB AR # b, 8 BT 1%
PESR LA MBS AR 2R (9], R {5 5 I T 5 I LRt AR A« /B3 A 398 o A o 28 9 E 5 TR 3%
FUMER . AEE T RaESEZ SR T 2R, B O RsE 58 n, S rilamee
FIIBERIR[10]. E5UEAE T BN AR AURT LR 9 1Ak o /)N L85 2 FE ) F b, AT e B30 Tl
BEAKHR -

ik
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22, HEMERTXEER

PHZ L B 76 (neurovascular unit, NVU)Z& — /N 8258, BN RAM . BIZR M. Mg oo
i ZH B AL R, = 2 A 5T R T 06 I A0 A R I A o 5 ) e R (110 TR M ot 4 A o 2 AR oy v A FL
A, EAEE A R K FME S TR N R A IR D RE, AT S M i AL AR A S T AR . AR I
EYENFIBEAS T, P9 R 4 M S B TR o 4 M 2 TR RS S AR I 2 BT, B0 2R SRE I = A I i B R
RE BERS AT 5200 DA R0 D) BE o

I IV FR) 8 T e A 4R P 2 23 1E 5 Dy e AR LRI [12] 0 I s PR 98 3 5 i L 97T PR A8 A0 22 TR FR 5% 3R
TEZF N IO, R AEAEAE i I Bt o Ji I8 05 1) R P [13 ] 7R ML P DA SN B i
o LS 1) 30 1R 75 T RE 52 4, 5 EHE I 38 0 ) G2 A 00U =1 i KLE AT 8 e of sl o P88 v 1) RIS
DRI, - e i IfiL 3 (%) B 30015 D e AT ReA B -0k G2 I\ R0 B 1) kg [14]

23. ERERSRUIRE

NI DB A% /0N L 2 — A B NOTCH3 5 R 98 AR 51 S A 3 A% PRI /N LA 5 » 3l = R EURE R A
i 25 R AN RN DI RERRAG . NOTCH3 2 (K] () R A8 2 M A 22 U BT A D RE, 3 S50 B 2 I A 7 A1 I
i 3 B FRIARER DTN DA SR B (1 5 A2 2]

TV S AL M VE N RN ST AR e v ARG EEEE A, 5052 DNA HUEAL A B 5 R Dh RE Y
NREEVIARR15]. ATFURIL, BURME VCI B 1) DNA ALK 50k BE 70 10 R AR R 16].

3. HARMKRE

BE A L HEIEIR G AR B35, 7T MRI R & 0 7 #2,  BONR AR At AL ) 2 T A [17]. 7T
MRI A% 505 M7 b R I A 23 N AR, TG B BT R AE AL, 300r T+ - 2 I I A8 1 A e e
HAEEE . FEEAEA R F IO ACA BT B FAE D D Re SRR P PR, 3 Il R i it 1
A YIRREY . 545000 3T MRI AHEL, 7T MRI AT LRI H 2 R4S, I He e 7%F I vEA s0
REhS 8 B2 W HER PE[ 18]

¥ Hvk 2 B4 (diffusion tensor imaging, DTDE N —FSEE i MRI £, RS VP4l B 5T B THOM 2544 2
A6[19] DTI A] LLA RR A L& PR DN et 8 B 0 ) SO0 4, T 0F 1 B A 0L B 5 O\ R B[] 1)
KABKEZ20]. WK 73 FAE BB I #URkE, DT8R 1 A2 4R e 80 L 505 D Re
FIRERTE21]. ARTFERY], DTI 48458 A 70 s T2 S A S5 EN D RE A T B 52 UM SRk, 147 DT AJ g
BRI VPl LA 1 RS PR 8 s 4

1F HL 7 % 5 T )2 $9 4 (positron emission tomography, PET) A% $52 A TE R 78 B 2% 7 v R 95 AL 1 A
A o A b St S AN B [22]. WEFCR I, tau HE VR B-UE R RE AR 1 (AB) A TTRRE I A5 1 DA e e
TG B h AR AE, IF X PR BERHE 10 35 A7 5 A RN DI RE (1) 42 2 T F#AHOC[23]. PET BUg T AR A ME
PP AR X S FEAR E AT, AR IR IR B RS E R, BIX 25 S PR R 5 e IR I R VR
GREH,

4. EEEDRED

PR T AR EWAE I D R B AS 3 h R I B 810 [24]. S100B & — P o B2 T J I 48 ffd 43
WA, AR AKCE 5NN DI RE R T B 2 A S PE[25] - #0128 Ju s 57 P ) B2 44 B (neuron-specific eno-
lase, NSE) =& #H 2 o AR I 7240, HoKSP (7 snd i S e h i oo i AR B, IF B 5D RE T et
AR YRR 48 FR KT (brain-derived neurotrophic factor, BDNF)ZE {1 28 50 A= A7 A1 25 fih v] 93
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PEJT TR ¥ AR R, oK IO FEACRT g 5 A R0 B RS 1) R AR AH O [26 ] BB AN, I8 N B2 A2 KPR 1 (vascular
endothelial growth factor, VEGF) W4 & I AT fig 5 1L 1 DA N B () R A A R 2R [27] o

ERE R T 0L 1A S0 ek v 3V B A €028 ], C BLER [ (CRP) KL IV P\ e b 26 3 o
EThiE, CRP A] ARl (e R 22 SORE S NI N FI D RE R T FE[29]. R SASER F a (TNF-a)F1 41 i
I 3-6 (IL-6) 55412 7 4H I PR 1 T i 45 /0 I A6 78 AR i R T 453 £ 25 DDA 5%, IR 28 98 hE [ B AT g M 4 ot
FE BT, IS FI TIRE[3]. JR BT £F 4E R 1 25 H (glial fibrillary acidic protein, GFAP)HI ] % 4
TREM?2 (sTREM2)/E AL %8 FE (AR EW, 76 U PN 0 B hg (112 7 b SBoR A 2 1 . GFAP Al sSTREM2
FE MU VN RS 8 5 /KT B3 THEREX R 2, H S5 80 I PR R IUAR G [30] . 12 R IE v e
L 57 B2 (RO AR, DT o 28 A 22 453 4 FHA N B R (3 1]

£E 22 52 %5 (neurofilament light chain, NfL)/E N —F i MR AEYIFR EY), 78IS M FN RS 75 3t
JR I R oR BRI ). A LR BEACE T S eh & o i A A D e T R DDA G . Mg etz
BEAMY BE S WA AR AT PR AR ) e AR, 3B W] DA T R i Im R e 3 . R, PP 22 R BRI
e ANEEREYFREY), A BT A0 R RS R B I AR A [32]

5. 87T
5.1. INEEKREAZEE

vy L A MR A ML PN R B ) 3 B PR R 22— (33 S ATHIBE USRI, SRR )T RE S .25
BEAR ISR D I B (0 XU, e HR AR 2 4 BB ANHE AP o 9 41, SPRINT 6 & K Wi 4 B 4% 1 /£ 120 mmHg
PAN I, HOARIBEAG I R A R ] AR T HI7E 140 mmHg PA R AFF[34]. Sb4h, AL EIRITIE S
o8 LA B 0 2 AN AR i L 453 £ A 2R 35

Bl PRI A T B AE VR FRERS (K 55— N B EE IR PR 2K o R HESR ] URE KT ANOCRT LI B PR
T RAERI AL, B REGE AR, AT ORI IARIZhRE . R 45 B B2 ) 5 I RN ThRE R DR 7 2 IE ARG,
JEH AR BEAL 21 8 1 7K AT DL 25 B AR AR B (K XU [ 36

5.2. MZRIPEFEITE

A AL o Y A ) 245 0 3 SR AR T LB DA R S G A R A o 2 SRAT PR Th B AUV . F A
WEFEAEE T IR Z R R 25 0idi% R 5, DLy AR i o 57 B (R PR Al 5 v 290 AE K P 9K B X
MG SR I RCR (37 E e, GHOKIURL AR T AT DA T A A U R 8 5 o i o o B 0 2 S e T o At
I R 75 A 5 B GK 2038838 B R BE W AE AN MU BB IS DL R, T8I S G I B A RO 32 e
VIR R [38] 0 FLUC, A A AR QAN AR DG 2505838 TR SRt RUFIORTSR, SNBRERA R
SRR E MBS 7 1, BEASA R BRI 57 15, REVR )T 2540 ELAE I8 B 1 DXIR[39]. B, BT
Jivi o B 1) 241038 18 ¥R T IR WA A e ie SR A HEAT RS [ a0k, Horh L MR RMREZ = A 1 #ol g —
HEEL AT, BENSA T 25 WIE I 10 i 5 R 1 F2I2 [40]

A0 MYV AE A VDA SRR RS R VR T PP R I H BRIV (4170 BEAE T 4R R It A AR P 22iR AT
PEBIRAE R BRI I, T 2088 SO — B X Ba T IS . T4 AN AT BLI 60N 2 Fih 2 i
A, AT L i ARV Y PR R A SUE AN AR, IOt T S R ML 40 1R PR WA R D i PR
JUREE, Sehh, TAMATA B AMB Rt RO B R AR AT SR, AN BT 4R WA R N B
REBGIE T 2 M AEMEYE > T, B (EHEAR RS B AR K J[42].

J S5 A S AN AE A R AR 22 TC R D RETT T ACHEAR F, SRAERRZR JORE L LI B 3 ) 5 4 DL K M 22 3 A4
A R . BB S TR AR D SRR A AN PR AR, e AT I 2 AL AR ELAT
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H, WA T AR RITIRE, AT R AN T RE[43]. 5T 240 e 5 38 5 23 Wb 2278 3R R 7R SR 2
TORIAAE, JRE S ER A A T Y BOR R 22 0 S A0 05 [44] 0 LA, JROBTEH AL AT LLod I 3 R 2
TC A fi AT SR SR 2 5] RACAZRE F1[45] 0 L2y mT DUIE L 0 /N e i 4 et BE s Ak, DA e ¢
RE SN, T ORGP ZE TeHF S RN DD BE o R BB R 2590 AT LAAT RIBR AR SR AN M JRE S N2, AT 5
M AE AR N RAFRERS R RN DI RE o JRELE TR AR s 73t AT DL e 8 1 J2 o 40 ok e A RN

5.3. FEZRTTIHR

=LEH R MAANSPRIGEE NS, B2 MEDENE. B, & nl Uit iy 5koR g
TR B IALIAT AT E5CEE G P A (S 9, SR DR skt S S AR A AT BE 1 B HLIK, =-L2H R1 REMSHY
SRR TR L, PRES G, R TT 2 it . Beht, BT DU SRR K1 AR,
B PR AAE R 77K, R SORE SN, MTTORA #HE Je D RE . ARG NI T I, — J0UB 0 42 2 i A4
INFRFRRG O B R AT FE o, 2 =B H R1 B NG DIREVE Al -h R I B B ks, JCHORAE
CANHAT LI RETT THI[46] o

FRAF N — AR By ik, TR E AL, ATBLAT A RS, Wil RS, RERS
S, AT AR DA Sl RE AL (R B o A 2 A mT DA o 5y S VAR A, (R E I, i vet o 46 10
IR AT R L 3 SRR B o [T, A SR R TR 15 1 22336 o RORE T, nn 2 IR RELRRAT 22 SR AR 7T o
BT LU IR AR TC K T 280, HETMTREE 22 I RCAZ RE T o BHAOERERS IR MR ST, R T 5 A N D)
fiE. FHRICH LUE | BDNF [k, (b2 ur KRR, SmsesAmIing. £ RiEn feid
T 1 il S R R L AR D RE -

5.4. EHITFm

2% P H 31] ¥ (transcranial electrical stimulation, tES){E N —FIER N MH:RIBE A, fEA5E TR HMIA
TR 7 JE 15 2h, FEIRI7 M M\ R BahS /51, tES FEILH XA FHALH]: 152G, eidak i 5w i
B B S (T AV 4 5 A0 38 T K )R P A P TV 8, AN TG 72 r DK it 40 SR FR I R L R[4 7] FHIR,
tES Al feiE (e i 4 nT IR M AN B AR A I 2% B DhRE 5 BB I P D N R A ) g g (48]

INFN - 1B A VI 252 — M ES G IN R AZ S I ZRE0T6 YT SREG . LI A SR B AE T id ik [F) i 24T TA
B HIE BN SR A EIE DR S . XISty K2R, AR EAR T 468 KRR
Sh AN, DUSAE FH R SEEOR W Bl ks, X877 20l SR it 2 BB iR, Refs A ROBos
KIGEIAS R X3, AT A 2E N R A S B AE BLAEF .

HAENIR T — P AR NIRRT ik o LI AR i B R A5 B 0 R S 0 P, B0 A B Y ) B
R E, AR AN A 22 IS X B8 e B4 ATP B4R R 4 PN 45 B BRI DL A Al LA
SO OSSR B TSGR A AR AR FI T RE[49] . SR AR T AT e e I o5 i L B
SRAPZORG S ] SORE S S EENLH], o5 I MR RN RS R (AR T RE .

6. B SARKAE

VCI F R 28 M 5 B B RS WO M f i R S5 RHIT St 1 IR i H i ik 75 R A% 0
) EAE A = AT . B, W ERHLEI R EE R AT AN, VCT S ZRR AT VRN AZ AR AL 4 AN B
i, HEZ SREMRRKIENIREY) . BLAh, 20 e 570 T e Fehc o] 5K 30 5% fi T 84 45475 B 19 ot
W2 BRI G RGEIEE 7. FLIK, Wik SR BARHEAL RSB, AT (992 Wibm AR A 22 00 B 22 17 i AT e
2B, (EN IO E R AR UR AN I B FR B AR L SORE DR T AN AR S A RNA 55
RV E IR R AL AR SEL . a1 T A B — VRN R, AT Z A AR
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B fe B DR 2 A 1) A 2 (v IR L), BT T A 20 IR R o 4 P S8 1 2 5 f L 98 )8 e 2 P
T RGNS . ARIIRBE7 N =A R AR HERBESITEARNES S0H, 462EEY
BEARMN 7T MRI B2 AR ) A =08 SR TE R (W1 cfDNA HIEAL . #hE IR IE SN IBMA) 57 VCT 73 F
SRR AR N T RE IR BN A I 26 2 A A B A 1 T R A 0 S A R R T DR LR R ER AL
(O ) 100, OCVE N BRI M - JE A MRS IDE R A R T 4 AR 1 A A L 5 B R DA S /)N e S 44
MI1/M2 WAl R AT S5 GBI 7% . #E[A) SIRT1/PGC-1a Hi B LR AT A . #IH] NOTCH3 A8 FH ¢ 1 i A
IR ERBHIET TL-17A SRBNHIFLE 205 7T BE AR BLR YT inE . e, 1B E 24 28R CEHE A, R0
A ) BRI 73 2, FF RS T B3 1V B a5 AR AT s BRAFAE 1) MR LB B VR IT T & o

7. 8578

VCI WF T8 5 Ji& 7 BEAE 22 U5 T AN W8 S AN [ 00 s AVELA FROBIE FE R o 303 T si At 9T 7 5 i PR
KIS, HESIADIFR B RIARAEAL DL ARG IR )T SR A St FATTA A AR OR T A RO N X —
H 2 7™ H ) 23 A R 1)

SE
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