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Abstract

Objective: To review the current research status and development trends in the field of aphasia re-
habilitation over the past decade, identify the evolution of research paradigms and technological
paths, and aim to provide theoretical basis and practical guidance for future research. Method: Rel-
evant literature on aphasia rehabilitation from 2015 to 2025 in the CNKI and Web of Science core
collection databases was retrieved. CiteSpace 6.1.R6 was used to conduct bibliometric and visual
analysis of annual publication volume, collaboration network, keyword co-occurrence and emer-
gence. Result: A total of 3081 articles were included (1480 in Chinese and 1601 in English). English
studies formed multi-center, multi-disciplinary international collaboration, while Chinese studies
mainly focused on universities with traditional Chinese medicine, and the cooperation was relatively
limited. Keyword clustering showed that the research hotspots mainly concentrated on: diversified
application of physical factor intervention; exploration of the efficacy mechanism of integrated tra-
ditional Chinese and Western medicine; intelligent and ecological development of assessment sys-
tem. Emergence word analysis showed that “digital therapy”, “family-community integrated rehabili-
tation”, and “deepening of evidence-based practice” were frontier directions. Conclusion: Aphasia re-
habilitation research shows a trend of intelligence, ecology, and cross-disciplinary integration. Chi-
nese and Western studies exhibit theoretical and technological complementarity. Future studies
are encouraged to establish collaborative frameworks between Chinese and Western researchers,
utilizing neuroimaging techniques to jointly explore the neural mechanisms of traditional Chinese
rehabilitation therapies (such as acupuncture), and to develop Al-based, multi-center rehabilita-
tion intervention models that enhance both precision and generalizability.
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Figure 1. Annual trends in the number of publications in Chinese and English literature
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Figure 2. Visualization of co-authorship relationships among Chinese researchers
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Figure 3. Visualization of co-authorship relationships in English-language publications
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Figure 4. Visualization of institutional collaboration in Chinese-language publications
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Figure 5. Visualization of institutional collaboration in English-language publications
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Table 1. Top 10 institutions in Chinese-language literature by publication volume
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Table 2. Top 10 institutions in English-language literature by publication volume

F 2. PXLLER 10 BHLHA

WU 245K R HE/Mm

Univ Queensland 128
La Trobe Univ 93
Edith Cowan Univ 60
Boston Univ 51
Johns Hopkins Univ 50
Univ Technol Sydney 42
City Univ London 37
UCL 36

Univ Toronto 35
Monash Univ 35
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Figure 6. Keyword co-occurrence network map in Chinese-language Literature
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Figure 7. Keyword co-occurrence network map in English-language Literature
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Figure 9. Keyword clustering network in English-language literature
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Figure 10. Keyword burst detection in Chinese-language literature
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Figure 11. Keyword burst detection in English-language literature
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Figure 12. Keyword timeline network in Chinese-language literature
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Figure 13. Keyword timeline network in English-language literature
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