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Abstract

Objective: Systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE) is a heterogeneous autoimmune disease with multi-
organ involvement. Monoclonal antibodies (mAbs) have shown promise in improving disease activ-
ity and reducing glucocorticoid dependence. This study aimed to analyze the research trends,
hotspots, and collaborative networks of mAb therapy for SLE in China using bibliometric methods.
Methods: We systematically retrieved literature from the China National Knowledge Infrastructure
(CNKI) database (January 2000~August 2024) using keywords related to SLE and mAbs. Data on
publication year, journal, authors, institutions, keywords, and funding sources were extracted and
analyzed. Results: A total of 298 articles were included. Annual publications showed an increasing
trend, peaking in 2022~2023 (36 articles/year). Core journals included Chinese Journal of Allergy
& Clinical Immunology (10 articles) and Chinese Journal of Practical Pediatrics (8 articles). Leading
institutions were Shanghai Jiao Tong University (26 articles) and Central South University (23 arti-
cles). Keyword analysis revealed research hotspots such as belimumab, rituximab, and lupus ne-
phritis. Only 35.57% of studies received funding, primarily from the National Natural Science Foun-
dation of China (29 grants).
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Figure 1. Publication volume of research on monoclonal antibody therapies for systemic lupus erythe-
matosus from 2000 to 2024
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Table 1. Distribution of publications on monoclonal antibody therapy for systemic lupus erythematosus in major journals
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Table 2. Author analysis of publications on monoclonal antibody therapy for
systemic lupus erythematosus
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Table 3. Core publishing institutions in monoclonal antibody therapy research for systemic lupus erythematosus
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