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Abstract

Background: Insulin resistance (IR) is a core pathological mechanism of chronic diseases such as
type 2 diabetes mellitus (T2DM) and non-alcoholic fatty liver disease (NAFLD), closely associated
with gut microbiota dysbiosis and systemic inflammation. The traditional Chinese herb Rheum pal-
matum (rhubarb) and its active components (e.g., emodin, rhein) exhibit multi-target effects by
modulating gut microbiota composition, inhibiting inflammatory signaling pathways (e.g., INK/NF-
kB), and improving metabolic disorders. Methods: This review systematically summarizes the reg-
ulatory mechanisms of rhubarb’s active components on IR-related pathways (MAPK, PI3K/AKt,
AMPK, PPAR), oxidative stress, endoplasmic reticulum stress, and ferroptosis, while exploring their
potential to ameliorate IR by reshaping gut microbiota (e.g., increasing Akkermansia muciniphila
and Bacteroidetes) and metabolites (e.g., short-chain fatty acids). Results: Anthraquinones in rhu-
barb exert therapeutic effects via: (1) inhibiting JNK/IKK-mediated serine phosphorylation of IRS-
1 to restore insulin signaling; (2) activating AMPK/Nrf2 pathway to alleviate oxidative stress; (3)
modulating PPARyY/NF-kB axis to reduce inflammation; and (4) enhancing gut barrier function by
enriching Akkermansia muciniphila, thereby decreasing endotoxin translocation. Conclusion: Rhu-
barb intervenes in IR-related diseases through the “gut microbiota-metabolite-organ axis.” Nano-
modification (e.g., carbon quantum dots) may further improve its bioavailability and targeting effi-
cacy, providing a theoretical basis for developing novel anti-IR therapeutics.
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1. Bf

T R A% Yt (UL R AR 125, noncommunicable chronic disease, NCD) 2 B A 284: fiv i B 1)
FF2z—, G ER NCD A ETET A 91%. NCD EARFEK . 975 Be B FIE 2EAS A ks s
45 2 TUPEIR(T2DM), £ FEURHLEAHE(POCS), B 14 Mg i I (NAFLD) A 3l Bk 3l AR A AL (AS) 55 .
% NCD B3 I 1A RIFE FE 5 8 280, BARER A WLRIAN R Fi 2, (AR MR I B =P — 2%IRTT
NCD )7 B % .

R RE R T (RATL) , wRidE, AM. 5. K. i, 0E%, BATE NI, HiE
K SR, WGR 32 B TR T AR SRS . RIMALE . SRR . BRI TC R I, KSR RS K3
FHARFEIREE, EATA S AT DLk 2ORE R 1 5 A9 /MA NLPR3 F31L, 45 MAPK. IKK & & 5E(E 5 il
PG SORE o T8 B R T AR (R AT 57 0 T = 5 i B 2 U B U R AL L] . AR K
DT B 1T, el JELEE B [ TR R 5 I TE B R R 25 M 5 R B2, 2R I R G AU L B RN Y Iy A = R
WA BRI 2, RIS SN R IR TR, S B MLV IEER, DA 'R PV 55 50t % 98 B AL 43 1) S0
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ARSCEEIR T RN i v A 0 5 4 FH DL i B S 5 R SR Bk
2.1IR5 "I EEE - R - 2"

IRJRA TN, B EBEEE MR H(EREE T TN R T m, Bl 2 RS SA R EmWD), S8UmE
PRz, MR HE(LPS)NIL, F+5| EAQMIRE ods . e 147 ke B IS 17 R (SCFAS) /b Al &8 Ak = FH
fZ(TMAO)IE £, it Z Mg R EuE i 25, 5| KSR KA. RAEFF(W0 TNF-a, 1L-6)ilid#iE
INK. IKKBINF-xB Z5{5 5@, (RIS R 2RV (RS) LA MBI, FHESRESHS, 2 IR
AIAZ 0o 53 F AL o

3. KEIPAHEE - K - BEWE IR BOVLH
3.1 KENFEEMRS

3.1.1. K&

R 7 TE WA A REER, nT s el 8 Bl oe & QR J AU B T B 8 = B2 [2] . FEBT
J7l, KRBT MAPK. PI3K F1 TGF-g 15 Sl g | JOE N B RE, AT TRe, RIS NF-«B.
IKK J NLRP3 HiE P [3] [4]. th4h, @IS % PPAR-yINF-xB/HDAC3 Hlijak 4% 78 JiE S N2 [5]

PRI, KERZH LXR #if] SREBP-1c #%ihtE[6], MMM R, i PPAR-y Al
CIEBP-a LAFHWT FAS 5 ACC A:fk[7]. [FIRS, Eibn] B iy i M RIoKSF, FFidid 2 MdE 5 il as X
VERIES 2 M2 3 53 [8] -

3.1.2. KEE

K R ] fil A 25 18 (W1 Akkermansia. Clostridium %5)4: 4, Jf:401| Bacteroides 5 Prevotella ff7355H
[9]. fEHEAREIFTH, Eilid HMGBLU/TLRA/NF-«B i I ih 3% i 5 R HUsbE, $-7F GLUT4. IRS2 25%Ki1X,
FFRI ] PTPLB V5 PE[10] o % T HEAC U, KB 3R AE U B IR L ot I AR BT HEAR , AL AT 5e 5 411 SREBP
J Wi A 7 PPARy A %[11]. BbAk, REFEHAG G FER, w36 Treg 5 Foxp3+&is LA
2[9], FHBEITEIE FXR I8 B e JE RS T g 5 AT [12]

3.1.3. XEp

K B —E FEREER], FEE0H PTP-1B WG PE I 98 Akt BERR 1L, €338 & 88 A) HI[13].
FEPLRITIH, &R 4] NF-«B A caspase-1 i&fk, F#MK TNF-a. IL-6 f& COX-2 HIKIE[14]. & ITiLRE
IO SIRTE/AMPK 3 14 24 35 A JRE AL 55 2 U

XTHE PRI I ARE, R Il ] TGF-BIEMT 155, INK/Cx43 A1 NKD2/NF-B it i 22 fiff 1 41
Yitl, JFiEI Keapl/Nrf2 {5 5 Bg i W FOm B0 /N BTS00 N IR AR BB AR T2[15] . bAh, el w] s
R PR 0 s A O A 22 2 RE M R4 [16]. H AT, KB 7L 2 %5 h T Sk, 5 H I IE R0
YEH i /b WA IE

3.1.4. KEEHE

K33 W (Physcion, PY)3E i i S0 A R BORT A 5T I 2 9850 428 5k Tt 917 v I M A B 15 52 1D 9 B T g
5, RN S eNOS/NIf2 {5 5@ B S A 2R [17]. PY IE AT 40| JAK2/STAT3 il k3% IFN-4 %S0
HAPI 41 fui15[18], JEid TLR-4/INF-xB {55 & FIAE BAE/NR LPS 15 IR 20, St S0 S
WZIERS, ERATRR RS RIPUh PY SHOCEEE X KR([19]. HFisf 7t £ 24+ T Physcion 8-O-4-
EL e 1 260 B ¥ e 4 I [20] [21], P b 2 itk itk R0 A 1 if i, 145 SIRT/NF-xB/p65 S5 B P21 44k,
DA S AP AR A [19] [22] [23].
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3.15. AEXHER

P2 KT R (AE) AT S IE e, LA 5 25T PIBK-Akt. AGE-RAGE. MAPK K EGFR %1551
. WEFRE, AE BefRYENR p ARG Z SbE G, JEIRIERIE T [24], (A HFTZIEH 2 8 T OELR
1, RS RGP R AR TS [25]. BEAh, AE AT _Eif PIBK/AKT/MTOR ik, ] NF-«B [26],
FHHE ] NLRP3 MARAR AT [1] [27], Aok i i 20t 7 5 ek .

3.2. REXMEEHSMREEEE

KRR E A IR AL M8 R B i . JLIRPE R (WK R 3. RIEIR) vl 44 26 i =%,
WHLLFT I ] (Bacteroidetes) . kil 77 & IS 4 (Akkermansia muciniphila) 717 SCFAs [#) 12 % £} (Lachnospiraceae):
[ B YR/ S A SO B, TSR BE ] (Firmicutes) o 3 45 44 1R %8 J2 Tl g oo 3% i FE 7

3.2.1. FmSEt IR KEEHE

&%k 5 1B 57 2 1K 14 (Akkermansia muciniphila) & 18 i — & Tl s 1 1w, REv M mal R A
Hre A EERIR, WIRERRELAN IR L. WEFCR I, S EN Y 2 BOpE IR B3 i h G, H
SRR F R RIEAR . BEAh, EIL AR A IR R BURE L PR L AN B B RS, B E
TEHFRE, eI SRR,

A. muciniphila 7] 5 £ FhHL #2208 5 2 HRPTIR) o i, 2 H 3= B m 4] INK B ER IS L, FRAC
FHOREER ZRIA s $] IKKAINF-xB 18 % 1] § 5 HLAME 2 1 Amuc_1100 FIHt & AE A % iZ B FE N TLR2
BEh7, Refe ik 5-HT & st 5 mm L FBR I, AT R 35 L3 2R KCF 28T, 34 LPS B/ th T idiid TLR4/TLR2
BOE NF-xB, %R KIE.

FERE AW T, 1% B 30 g 7 A2 B G JE K (0 PPARy. CD36 %5) 1463k, I/ AR FR &, et
JHRRBLANHI &R [N, Ergmr=m s R e (0 BB E R EE, SR

A. muciniphila i B8 3 5 1718 B7 e Th §E - 3839 086 2 1 R AR T B E R E O, SeE i miE .
AT A 40 B A B N MR R 19 Amuc_1100 SHHIESE 2 Hix—id .

BEAh,  TZ A A PR AR P T R B AR IR i, EE B SOIRAE M A BRI, (H IR N A G
PEB PR LPS AT RS S 0T RN

3.2.2. SLERAFEIXT IR ABEIRRAVIBIEHLE

X AT 1# (Bifidobacterium) i& — 28 2 AFE LA, BRI ThEe, B LW T 406
(Tregs). 145 18 bf b DL AN Th2 F1 Th17 Syl ) Bi. H B =) LR $h 75 S % Fl e & 1 17 i B
BAEA

U T B AR U4 Pt 22 B A B0 i B R AHKPT(IR) o AF AR A7, LA oh 22 W B 300 4 22 400
B K CD4AT T 4EM o5 ilos: B2 5E TG, FiEa Bk aEE k.

VERGIENTT, Z BRIy G & BrE T oRIE IBOK A S 0 E C R L, ek T RR R AR . Bt
Ab, BRI R 7 A I Wk-3-FLER (ILA) 5 05 B LR, I/ Wil b R At 1L-8 &5 R IE DR 73R ik .
3.3. KEXXBERBIRREE
3.3.1. FE5ERERAER(SCFAS)

SCFAS J2 i £ 21 4L R0 T K 42 i T8 Bl A W R B = A 1) 2 AR P40, A0 LR (PO B & = A
PR (CERSHT B & 7= A2 M T R (E IRELAT 72 2E) [28]. ‘EAIG /NGRS I e e AR G BN T Bk, 13
PP BR o 17 DR VB T A v M R LR R IR D R /K T [29]
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(1) SCFAs X Jik & =BT e /E

SCFASs it i G 4 11 {515 32 14 (GPR4L/43) il 41 2 11 2 L B AL B (HDACS) [30], K% LA N 1
(1) HEA7IE L 2P 20 b i v B 2 RERR-1 (GLP-1) AL YY(PYY), Zibf i R0, k&8 (2) 1
SR SRR ARIL, BEBIERE, W LPS B (3) Mol AMPK M, st I AIYLIA ik

B R BUBRNE[31].
EAHERAE, FLLRTFC I SCRAs Al BRI 2= B 5 3 AT HOMA-IR,  {HEEm A IR o, BAAHL
S F IR AR FL[32]

(2) SCFAS X 4 JiE 1) e 24

TR SR I 0] NF-,cB 3 B A2 2K 1 2 2B L S (HDAC) BT KA FH « ZBRAN T B2 I #11 HDAC1
I HDAC3, 4N S K, SR g gitt, HRUE AL N SR IR AHG[33]. T
BT GPRL09A J&, HI ik 4h i B e i A S IR 4 i 1 7% Treg 40 7040 AT 1IL-10 AERR, S5 4T0 48
[N [34] o IF 5 B 4t i 107 1% 7T LA GPRAL A1 GPRA3, HE 1M s b B 240 g o 4 B 45 5 1 1 3l 1/2
1 p38 22 L iE AL REEHE S s,  DAVE S Sl I S A (] Ak R R 40 B IR 1 e AR [35] . B4k, TE
SCFA B INAMA R, CD4*A1 CD8* T 4iiJfiirf TNF AT IFNy ({7242, Sos i — 52 1 % 2 1578 11[36].

3.3.2. SL=HEE(TMAO)

KICHENA AT K 2K TMAO /K-F[37]. TMAO iz is AR ARG 2, Al id i s NLRP3 4 E
NRFIE K PA J5E O RS 3 IR KB ] 72 TMA B RECI AT B T 1) M 5 B A B4R, sz TMAO

(1) TMAO i Ji& 5 = Pt i 15 /E A

TMAO I Tt 25 R 8 22K, I e R R £ /08 B0 Jk 8 SR HRHURN R &8 B AN 52 o LA dE:
T P9 Y RO PERK 0% FoxO1, ik IR; B4 THubE AR A A B i5is . d@id N-fis S &7 51 ik
DNA FWE A% A2 [38] . #1H1 FMO3 1] F#{ik TMAO £ i, Jif ik SREBP-2/FoxO1 i i i 35 B fiff & A1 IR,
PR FMO3 &V 7R 1R Y7 HE 5 [39].

(2) TMAO i 4 JiE {1 3%

TMAO REBUE #OE B R : 18I NF-xB {23 L3 KA Rk, S 5180 S hws I 0%, 7€ THP-1
Y B IL-12A (ORIE, BETR A E RO RIS NLRP3 K /MA S8 AEF 4 . RNA I AT BE 7>
ridzs, /NEANTEREBREE TMAO AbHH A LA T8 LA i 438 5 fr) 32 [R5 B 15 pA) Jo IR0 o7 385 o2 K 55 [40] . B
WO R, BB 1L-33 B A SR T-1a OB T, B9 R IR = i N-E &
FS&, 001 EE IR 7 P FEF 0 a3 P o B 1) 133 B A S A A WD T A D 3 T I ek s B (AL P FE I YR 9T SR [41]

TEENEH, TMAO @it 175 5 5 R AT 24 40 MoRE 5 2 Fh 40 B 5 1-(IL-6, LAP TGF-g-1). #afbA+(CXCL-
6, MCP-3). #JEFA KA i (VEGFA, CD40, HGF)R 1% 5% TNF-o /- FHIENE R 7E45 ., TMAO &
FAZTHEIR T fais BB g5/ AT g, 325 30E T TLR4/MyD88/NF-«B @i, #llfil T WNT/A-catenin
Wk FEHHET, TMAO 753 N B D ReRts, S A B4 i1k, RIS R75 B g ik it: TMAO
IRAI {3 HepG2 i i FF 4 i h (1 BB SR O, nJél NAFLD K BRI P i A8 1 [42]

SRIMINA S35 R RO L, AN TMAO R RER 1 i3 B e, 00 fiz 1 I [ i, e L[
WL 747 T P I P J DX SR A B B0 T, DTG ik 2 v R v PR P 155 1) K BRUMR 7 PR T 6 o

3.3.3. HiiH
KB R I SO L DR AR B R A SRR A7, SRR 516 ' DTSR K BV /DN T B 2T 44K [43]
Joil AU G R A B BLR AU AL AR F 7=, Jnvs | We-3- FLIR (ILA) MG R Y R » BEJRk/D IL-
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8 SE R MER T~k . AR (AN 5-HIAA)IE AT o S 5 A 18 52 AR (ARRY) , 38 56 7 18 BF Bt T e I o538 A
ot B AU, TR 1) % i T P

BCAAs 7K V-7t 5 i 5 = ARPURZH G . BT I0E mTORC1-S6K1 5 5, FEUESRESZ
o AR REA a1, HId BRSO 2 0E, I IR [44].

PR 22 IO 4 MU BE R 5, LPS Sy HE NFE IR 2 fil i 98 0E » e 38 W% TLRA/NF-«B Jl 2,
Rk IL-6. TNF-a S5 M H RN, BESEEL RIS, AW F0EAE] LPS/TLR4/MyD88/NF-«xB
980 I [ DLIRCRE R R 2 AP, A W TR B K3 AT DLdE I PPAR-y K MiPEI& 2. @I HSP70 i
RAW264.7 4l firf LPS i 5 K 4 E[45] .

ImP J&—Fp A A = AR AR R Y, 548 S EARE RAER 2 BOBEIRMIAHOC. et s
p38y/MAPK-mTORCL i@, % E 35 5165, (k& HKADT[46].

4. KEMIRKREL: BiikSREE
4.1. IEERMRIMR S

AWETERYT, I R R R B IR T AT RE- S BRI TG T RIS 5 R, R R RO R
FERERS FEAEE, BEmmAER . 2R3 A0SR, PR ERERICE . TR
TR AR AR TR R BRI AR, AEA Bt BON AT IR . TORIE . I RS2 U VA I 22
S ORS00 5 7 AN DA — 35, DAL Lo B ) AR o A B R I PRI A 1) 2Bkl bR, MA
B PIRSHMAFE B RZESR, XA RERN K BEIRIT IR . RRIEAAF LS &R B A A
SFEEROR, FARIT R AR, KEMEAIRTT .

4.2. RFEMEFRIE

421 M “gF” B “2757 o “HUEBALE"

WRAR B R . 455 B RRR S oAt B o (A ) O B [RIVE S - PTRR L B — o0 B BARHA, J7 R 4F
HFBEMEEM. &6 KFEN 7 TE 78T Sestrin2/ AMPK/PGC-1a f UL J2 SLCTAL1/GSH/IGPX4 % 22 fift A
PRI 3 B NE AR, JFRER SRR TIRE, IR IETC[47]. KB (RAD) RETE M SME MR N B 3K 15
T Caco-2 4l A A LA 1 R S8 S RE[48] 6 X 6 53 753 3 22 0 A (R B FH 1 e AR R 4t R B - J
PRGN, RILT “AT57 MR

4.2.2. MRBERG

AR PR REVIRA . BT R SR GRS K3 e BEAT B 5%, RT3 B LA MR
g PEATRE A Pk (U B #E F), SEBLE OREE - Guo S ANMIE 7 —FioR B 2R T A8 et (R 2R e (4 g Jo oK
1% R G(E-T/ILNPS) I TRIT LT Al Yan S5 A JT A —F & R SR I = #E R 0 K BURL (NPs) A BUK it
B(Gel) B 25 R 5t TR AN f-1,3-d- M1 SR IR I8 A e B2 L BE ok (Y P) R DM 3L, R SE R
ARIEIR, TR T — AT & VRIE ORI R IR ES 25 R 4i[49]. VA L AUHTIE 7 3m JA TR IR S 16 77 8
R IEIEBOH BB, SEOZGYIRIRSHERIE, (B HATAAKEIE RGHARBEANIRIK, HIG TR #ik
KBIRTT IR 3R AR S8 I B T AR

4.2.3. HEECERSMELETT

S5 BRI A BOR, TRIE BT R AR SR Akk W), SHLEEDZ
ANASPEAG 20 ANTRIRIER B9 N RO JBR 5 2R SR URE P2 mT FH H et = 16 6 B (Ty G) F O i :2[50]

B By ARG SR VLR B3R )T T 25 & THUREE R . SO MIZE A S . AR ERY], K E

DOI: 10.12677/acm.2025.15102732 104 I IR 2= =23t e


https://doi.org/10.12677/acm.2025.15102732

FifT#7, R5T

BGHERR N CRIEF . RIEIRSE) @ i LR AL AR

O HEEHEEE WS, 5 MAPK, PIBK/Akt 1 AMPK 3@, ] 40 E T (TNF-a, 1L-6)BEHL,
PRI Jie 5 AR A

@ Rl R BINAE 25 1 (W Akkermansia. XUEEFT ) H0m0 JEEE B T TECG, B ARG AR R 19| P oy 25
BEVEACHY, (R RE AR IR (U T R AL, I - FFE Rl SR A B RAE

@ PEM SR @I Nrf2/GPx4 il BN ER I T, IR Z BRI A 5T I B2 ISO0T PR 5 B At L)
it o

FRAF A RET: (1) KERDHIGKIERE RS (U0 Emo-CDs) LAY 3 ¥ [r) 14 Fl2e 4=k (2) Ay
SE WK (0 A muciniphila) 5 K3 B [F 4E FH 45 FHLE s (3) TF IR I PREE AL ST 300 Foy7 280 K2 415y
28 SRR L BONTR T IR AR DGR I 7E SR, R 5 I 7 A 1) ARSI PR 1 — P B0 E .

EHEWH

VBB SZALI5 K2 KA R R AL T 58 B (Y 23A151)

SE
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