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Abstract

Since the breakthrough in polymer synthesis technology in the early 20th century, plastic products
have been widely adopted globally due to their exceptional physicochemical properties. However,
with annual plastic production soaring to 359 million tons worldwide, plastic-derived environmen-
tal pollution has become one of the most severe ecological challenges of the 21st century. Notably,
as the largest plastic producer globally, China exhibits significant regional correlations between en-
vironmental microplastic pollution levels and human health risks. Recent epidemiological studies
have revealed a synchronous increase in colorectal cancer (CRC) incidence and plastic product us-
age since the industrialization and popularization of plastics, suggesting a potential mechanistic
link between environmental microplastic exposure and intestinal carcinogenesis. We explore the
role of microplastics as a driving factor behind this trend and elucidate their carcinogenic effects:
microplastics compromise intestinal protective functions; disrupt microbiota and impair immune
barriers, leading to tumor immune escape; induce persistent oxidative damage, thereby activating
pro-carcinogenic pathways; act as a “Trojan horse” by carrying toxicants such as microorganisms,
organic pollutants, and heavy metals, resulting in synergistic carcinogenic effects; and ultimately
influence the prognosis and outcomes of CRC patients. This review aims to provide direction for
establishing a microplastic exposure-based early warning model for CRC risk and to pioneer new
approaches for developing comprehensive environmental health prevention and control strate-
gies.

Keywords

Microplastics, Colorectal Cancer, Intestinal Barrier, Oxidative Stress, Biofilm

Copyright © 2025 by author(s) and Hans Publishers Inc.
This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution International License (CC BY 4.0).
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

1. 5|

SEE A R TE A R GG R B SRR, O SR IR DU AN FE A BRE AL . I Gt B8l
7R, CRC 437 K6 LK 190 3, Tt 2040 £E445 KK 320 J3191/4E (FIRAT R 24 A8 3, FEREZ) 160
TN EFET IR BI[L] o IRl AR IR R (I 28 A3 AR AR S S BRI S Yehk A R S, (R 50 e
MU 5 G g 2 A b I BRENAE F o BROERH(<5 pm) DB RS UTRE . B8k s R 5 e Sl A v fel
SEBE, RER, NRESRE. MRERESHBEASE 28T B Rk, H B i
FEWERIDFT[2]. B 2018 F 5 RENFEEREAR TR H 9 PG, F3EE IR C 58S R ST
L) N A P9 5 5 R R T 1 S A AR (3] RV DA B A COIF SRR 5 5 T S S sE e . e
T S B AR [4], (B AR NI R 2 AR R U, A SRR B JURF AT B A7 AE I EUE AL -
T, WOBRLEE YR R R A TE RS . PRI TE (R ThRE s FLR R RLE T AN [ R
e AR, HI5S T R T IhAE, MR R R A AR AN T R RS 2,
BHFE 5 0 S SO I SRS A SRR e R s (ERE ST R R LAy, BRI G A LS
gy, EEJE A BUR T FEN: SR TR 4 B R AT 2 R 24 1 S R e R
MR 55 VA . AR SCAS B I 2 G ] B O R R B AT (2 1F CRC AR R, A S5 S0 470 1 5 3 0 25 R R
HET TR AR 2 A
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RERHE 5%

2. WEEN
2.1, EBRRE AL R AT

SR AR S ANRAR ST . WU A E VS Sh L FPE D R B4 0 At R AR VIS Tl AR (<5 mm)
FNPK G (1~100 nm)AE P RIBRIS] . SROERHE) o PR T RUR 22 5L 854 3 6 G LTS e R E 6 A i
WRBREL6], HolFAsa b i RasE, HMECLEARBEME, SRR SR K B, R S R AR
SEAC B AE M P R 2R 2 AT SR B e AT AN (7] BRAMIRSES FE R} 5l KA da[8], T v L
RihL 5 5 4F IR BURAR P ITRR[9] o X R FAERRVE IR SE ), SEMIRE SR . R I S R AR P A LA
PSR R ARSI RN AN R T B BAGPEN, 38 S PR AN A5 BT AR
HAER VIR

2.2. WEBRLAYRIR R iR

TR RIE T 2> g b 1 B, —ZRUR AN R . MR s e H T A Y, 5
U AR RIS NP B G R [10], TR GO R R OB R od i M B L A 2 AN A W AR AR T
FEAR, AT AMRAR S BRI MUMI[11] [12]. ORI MR R, ORI T AR
ik T AR E AR E ], G NSRRI TR RHE 9% & Bl 39,000~52,000 /M, B4
BB DR B RO T AT 22 3 o WIS RN IR N ) &, X SE{ERK 3 N F] 74,000 A1 121,000, th4b, @it
TR KA B UK B N BFE AT B 2> 248N 90,000 MEERL, MR ESRK I NERERT Z A
4000 MUIERE. BRI, ST kEREIE R IR, XSS A B AR A BT RE[13]. B TT RN A
KE] T 12 Fhigisel, FEBEEVEREZIEEPVC) [14]. Mok, Fra shEkEEAS dh BRI 2 sk, %
PR BERL R, O 118.66 + 53.87 pg/g HRE &, WL A0 Won T DRME BN K A A0 B Bl m] g AR R B
%, HULPET &fci WARA[15]. ARG S H ROBRL, FENKAAT 5 £ 10 pm PIERIZEA
PN F[16], EAFE R, AMUNARIEERE AR P [ FEAEE R, TERRZECH A ) L3 — RS () i A
A ) )R B bR ERE, T BRI ) LR EE I AT REME[17]-[19]. IXUEFFAE LR, R O RER
T AEFFATRE KR N F R . Du SE A[20]46 H, U RN Y 5 A Yk B e ful it s @ & S 80
WSVEREYE . UTOERA S RN BT, st R AR AL, SRS T RN, KBRS K
R AREMBERHIR A AN . N B KBl

2.2.1. &HWEBNIER

NI EEI@AA[21], FT a0 R, A REIIRAETIA 39,000 £ 52,000 Hiki[22].
AR Z A SR R R, BFETS DL[23]. M S R[24]. & 3R[25]. BWE[26]AHEEK[27]. BR
NE BRI XS TR AR B R 524 11,000 J0ki[28]5 1 63 b4 N S5 550010 45 58 53 2 A8 WM A o [ 4373
37 5 100 Biki[25] [29]. £ kb RAEERMAELE SIE T AR B4 I A 8 L2 AR ) SR AR AR P TBOR HROHRLE
X i 2 AT gesg A A fE RE[12] [30].

2.2.2. EFRERNIER

R R SR, EANS S P RIERIRE RN 0.3~1.5 N K, EWIKREAIA 0.4~56.5 N7 7 K (G
3B%AEEY), BTN WR[31]. FAE, MiEEHBRNEL ) 26~130 AN[32]; ik T AR
RURFE, BEEESINBE AN ETIE 272 N[33]. BORBEHRER, GRS, MBERLMERR
CIFATME TN RN ), R B3 o3 78 AR ) 5 P o R DGR, 45 CLAE sh A A b i I 52
PA[34] [35]. ANl 4UEAG R IR H 250 um BELET4E[36], BARMZIR X R, HIGREIREZETE
B G I ONTHE T B T PP R Gt A7 KU
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2.2.3. ZEZRIEMIZE

B e AR T b, (AR — PRI A, W AU 40K BB R (<100 nm) AT % 2858 7 ik 57 B [37]
RS RNE FAREGLIEMEAN 21 RIGHER S5 R RRE, B 4EaERMR38]: Bl kFiZigi
M, HE TR 2R E T A AR Ao S AR R 25 SR L K AR AR v i FE AT IR
BEALRIMPUIR,  PRITTRIEARL X T R kB e 2 7 EL AT S

3. EERLRRIF A E D RE
3.1 WERBIAFRE

T ) P A BB A A 2 A R ol B2 1 e B . SEEGR B, TR LA 2K — R IR (PET)
TRE /N AR b SRS G R UZ AR, MR B B35 ks>, AT 1) 55 286 0 B e PRy ) R OR 4 Th
[39]. AAEFFICKI 3 um Al 10 wm 3R IR 2,0 0K ] 52 25 k> HT29 41 i (% b i 40 B s 30 v ARk 4 i
ML, I F IS A F (W MUC2. MUCSAC)IRIE, FEE WA R [40]. B EHE 1 S
TGS PR S I S ARG RZ IR, SEERE RS MY RRR M, TEESE 4 R T RKLEM
SRR /)N B IR 5 P e 3 5 K S VR A3 A A PR P A R T T B, e T U M I 2R 5 B T e 3 v [41] s
RNEFEMEM N SR FRE PR RO SN, PR RY T EE42] . PR BRI RL(50
nm PS-NPs)i& v] PS5 &K 24518, nI 9B 5= By b e dn i, 52 1R B g N R AE R,
BN ) R B [43] T — 25 R M B U2 B R RE [44]

3.2. WERIF ImBAE R ThEE

MPs & 1] 5| {2718 S DhRe R . B RLE TS TLR-Myd88 (55 @ %, RS EEF(Lys). 7%
IR ¥ 52 44 (CSFAR) &5 S e AH DG JE (K] 5| i il Jy i e e and P8 e I, 3 b % 1 W] B 4 55 8 R 8 A
Xof R T BE 7, AT FT B AR SR8 S 1 & 26 RN 3k [45] [46] . I IESEHE B /N AR RIF 70 R L, oK 201
YR RH(PS-MNP) £ 25 5 5 401 Tl R AR5 CD8+ T Ui ik, FERRImIE b B g Bk 1 A
(SIgQA)BIE TP 18 S % TR R IR 5 m T A Dhfe, $RoR e T 2o ol e 5 Mg S s kit A O [4].
Yang %5 A\ 20 B AN B4 S 56: 56 0E 40 K BB RH(NPs) il ok B VAN B VA BRAA SR 5 s IL-18 {5 538, IK3h
Th17 4ffa /340t Treg ZHMEY 14, JH5T T 4MOFEss, M 28 25 1 fo % $0 ) R 358 90 ik &5 1 s
JE[47].

B AV B )2 TUCRL S i iz 3 S8 D RE R 5 32 07 N — 2 U i B i . SN TR LR
D e S S P )N R AU ) s 2 i e e o S = Py N 7 )i/ B SR ol R
wRHA42] [48]. WaTE BRI i rE E R I B sy, B Q4R R bk Es, AR A A EE
AEHETHRE I AEYDVE R I FEBENR TR (SCFAS) [49]. 75 B RS2 R (AhR) R4 [50]. HiH, SCFAs (PLZR -
PR B T 18 9 =8 ) e JEERE B 1) RAUT 181 1) S o b B o R 1 4 B 7= A, 1T AR BC AR (W1 W 2R 4 i B
9 AR P IR FC A2 DU T~ LB B 56 1 J ot 2 R R AR e A o X T RART P AL [R) 4 g b i 200 )
BRI e B, 8RS P 5 B R DI RE IR 23 7 AL [51]-[53] - SRk ]
TR A I P S SO A W b 1 R B TR (SCFAS) /K T 55 25 BRI [541, IR it J i e B 1 (R AR
[55]. T PE MPs BF&2%1F T, AhR (&5% FERMIENIEE 2ILE ZMHRME, $&R7ERMAEYE K
AR P I O A 1) T RE TT BB 1) 55 48], 1X Rl AR 4 2% 0 1T R 5 30 44 [X B B (Tannerellaceae B L) H A AhR
Pc A& BRI AR 2 EE . Ak EG B LUK T (Parabacteroides distasonis) (1 =5 & AR A7 75 7B 76 S [56] o THIF 5T
WESE, AEERACHATAE M A URTE AnR BCiE, WIS, AU iz 2615 e [ 1 45 74 5 B 1t 2 A S
AR, ARSI A S B AR A RS G e N BRI LS A R R B A 2 X 246 ) 25 P-4 45 D7 T
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FAERK T D RE[52] [57]-[59], AhR BCiAR )T R EISS 1 B T ThRe, Jus A 2E et e Glid 1 %
PEAMFI AL o

4. WEBRLFSNI NN SESREKEREBE
4.1. MEBRFSHNELRE

AR FUESL, AR TEROE RN (MPs) A5 I AE Y 5 1 b A O M A2 [60] [61]. %ERHE
R A PRI, v SR A MRS IR T HES ), SNk g, Rl R E A S R TR A EAR S, §
R FLBR R T P mB e R I WS NN N ROS 1977 4:[62]-[64]. I EE K Z 44K S KL (PS-NPs) £
N i Caco-2 ZHARASE A i@ FH S 7R A T 7 ROS MK EER, #1751 & DNA k515 [65];
TES W 9 M R RE(CAC) B AL, PS-NPs 255 S EUIniEH L ROS Fm, HAF B E ) B b i (SOD).
AN ARG CAT) S H A B A 7 [66], FEURTEAM KEM R R A BUER

42. WERNFSRNUNRRMERE SRR X

T 2 AR 1 KR R ROS nll i S LS DNA 4%, JCILAE 4 E e i R 3 B
RAEE ) DNA 51405 ] g 5 BB MR [67] . DRI IE ik 1) B S R (MPs) o e S0 R F AL 75 R 5t
fift AT ROS Wik 145 5 ICIE EE (14 1) ROS il & (18U REBT 5 B 2 4EFEAS 546 5 R4, 45 : © MAPKSs
HF (S INK, p38. ERK1/2 WAY); @ Nrf2/Keapl PiafbiEls; @ PISK/Akt {5 5H; @ TGF-4 4
SRR o X LG e Y [E AR RS AR R A SR S R L e AR S AR PSR T A
P£[68]. ROS AMYAE R MAPK I8 #% (1) L3 (R, 3 i ik o 2 1 e e e 1 7K P IR 2R 4 2 3L
Ri[69]. HRHAE bSO K MR T S B E 40 ROS K& 74, 1 ROS 7% U % MAPK {5538
P, TXASHEHED H A R I B MAPK {5 5B B R i AR [70] . SEEGEHE o, MPs [RIE S50
BRI MAPK I8 B0 58 B —— L% g1 (Brachionus plicatilis) A2 (O 78 &KL, #85 T 0.5 um BH
ZITHERGRE 10 pg/mL, 24 /NN EE 6 um Pk AE 2 2 i MAPK M5S0 8 AR IL, #E8/MhifE MPs
HA SR F A SR8 /1[71]. 10 Balb/c /R332 1 mg/d 7 5 um MPs 45 24515 [72], 82K & (Paracy-
clopina nana) % #& T~ 0.5 B¢ 6 um Fife. 20 pg/mL ¥R EE) MPs M85 [73], IR SZ 0 35 23 MAPK
SEHEE R ERERR . ENRRERRIA. EOER. RNHES T R A R, MAPK FK%
W = RRAC NI N S SRNG5S, R R R R BOE X s B O R MPs BEMERUNAR AL T
HIRLA o

T E2 AR T 2 (Nrf2)VE iR B E b OB T (ARE) A% O e e DR, i i o e e A 4 05
1L (SOD) 7 Bt H Ik ik A Ak B (GPx) S5 HT A AL B G i L IR, R 4t S A LS T AR T R [74] o i el
(MPs) i 51 AL NS MAPK (5 58I, 2l Nrf2/Keapl 3@ #3111 ARE 5K 1A 0 B
[75]. (EfFAERMRZ, R Nrf2/Keapl 82T - A O A A 40 M (R38R0 B B R0k, (R KA 78 K
122308 2% (1) FE A M U 5 M P R S AN R TIUJG A AE S 3 AHOGPE[76], Xtk T MPs 22 3 81 &
PR bR e A R S — W £

TP E(ROS) L B AR B W] 32 i PIBK/AKT/MTOR 15 S 3@ BE E AL [77]. S236 % DUM BT 1
H, FWOERAEEEZA S PIBK. AKT Fl mTOR (MRS IFERE R0 5150, SRR 1200 I 79K R 2
Fe Ak ME T R HOE IR [66]. X5 5B RPN S 58 ERTE, &5 IR AR & DNA 45
it 5 3 1A [78]-[80], Bl CLESE PISK/AKYMTOR 3 M i 5 i 38 et (2 2k 4 Pt o« )9 1 LA B
BESRAR T N BE F IR B 25 B R R R [81] . IR B mT HEN H ARk i AR A B O B s PISK/AKT/mTOR
& 5 Al AN T i 33k 45 B R () R AE R
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TEMR R ARG B, TGF-p 8 I I XSS YA AL A B R 208 — 7 T8I BELYA 200 ) i A
55 T S 4 AR RSB TS [82] . Smad EE TE TGF-4 15 5@k )& T o/ i, ROS EES S TGF-
BG5S, Wi Smad BERRCIRAS, MR AREM TGF-4 7548 BTN 0o 3 Ak sz, X
—HUBILE bz - TR AL (EMT) 0 N 2. 35(83] [84]. EMT (e ERERE il et /E ], 1€ EMT 3R,
bR F R R A B A, E-5 %0 2E A (E-cadherin) A KT R FRAIG, RIS A 40 g B A S AR I B
A HE #——2Zonula occludens (ZO)&E . % & F (claudins) & 14 2 (occludin) & A= 2% 0] 0 A7 0 A8 [85] . IX Fh
0 P B P 3R L S T R A S ) K ) ) 7 O A D SRR PG, A 5 R 4 S 2R i (MIMIPs) 25 /K fe
g2k Li[86]. ik sy T H A FIFT RN - SR IR, f5e 2 T Jee 41 P 28 A TR S R o s R i B 42
FE6E 71, 1M CRC IR BB AT RER AL ILIGHAR[87] . H AT i 70t 8 RAE B M M A ol Skl B i B
Bl TGF-p 55 im s [88], AT kil F A NS TGF-B 15 5@ ka8 CRC KA K AT T 153
HE— B IGHIE

AQW
.:\

Microplastics
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| I | l
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Figure 1. MPs trigger oxidative stress and activate associated signaling cascade networks
1. WEBRUMPs) B S E R M H HIEHE X E S REKR X
5. WERIE “FHEFEARD” WE

WERRMEDY R RS ” WA S RUE AL e Rz, BERHBUEIE . K&
FEBRK IR R RE W (2 BEE IR I 5 0 He, TR A AR B A 4y, AT RS SR A4 A0 A 3 4 o )
TRIERIR[89]. M N ER AR BIA A 9GRS BOW W R MG AL i, IFIE I AT ZE R (HGT) Al
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RERHE 5%

i B R (VO T) I 1 A = B ZE K (ARGS) I #7534 R PUMEA R (ARB) 24, IE K B0 14
FEAE i T8 (i BE S R), ()R S AR HERE[90]-[92] . fltun, 545 pks 3[R K AT B (pks + E. coli) Al fE B
TWEBRHWE MR, 7EIE K2 52400 5 BRE T R g, FRa B ok R 2 95 colibactin, 512 DNA
XUEE TR AT, IRt 45 B R A [93]-[95] . AWt vl (0 FE O R F 58 SR T PR
8 A i T PN (9 BE Re RIS b R AR B R L 2, 3k — P BN R S 0 71[96]-[98]. BR T AEME
“ORE”, PRERLERIM EE)R . ZIITRRPAH)FHILEY, HRE ST RAR, 1EIE T ER
KEMERN  F4n, W PAHS FIEERIAT 5 S DNA G FAI40 B R4S, $2 18 45 B 0% 22 [99] [100];
YK IR 55 A BBk A 5 R T S BN N &5 e A I (HCT-116) 5 I 4 AR e PE[101] . S RHE N 8k AR AL
RTHX LG EY R AT RN, BRI N GURAL[102]. FATIR AR, ELRBHESS
e R R IEAHDR[103], HE— B UEsE T R EHE S B i W R B0 7EH -

6. WEERIX S E M RRIATT R

T 9 R IR 425 L M s R (1 e 2L R (R S SR b 2R 43 A e 55 4B 2 2%, |l 145 B W L 2
Clathrin A (—MZ5 N EEHBISCHE O) sk et 7 MPs I, HAIM MPs FIfA R N5
CEA. CA19-9 1 PDS /K-F S 1IEM %, #t—BESE 7 MPs 52045 B9 BB 1 A2 47 2 75 8% JA[104]-[106]
PRANFIR Y SEBG IR R BT, MPs 23810 CRC 4R HWE/KF, Rl S mTOR/ULKL #i, FEfRir
PE M, A5 A 6 BV RIS ST 25 AR T 25 PE[107], AT SR 45 B s 3 VR T -

7. &g

TEARGERF, FATERET T MPs B35 1418 (R4 e ThRE, NEUE N 71515 AUE M 50 RE SR AL MR 55 LAt
755 AT TR A 2R T B AR AR B PEAR U /K P 51 A S e AR S i, (g e S ik 3%k . MIPs Jli i 5 5 ROS
E R, IKE) MAPK. PIBK/AKT/MTOR. TGF-A {i&Ji 8% (1 7 H W0, [RINFF-3t Nrf2/Keapl $i%4k
Fifi &40, 530 DNA # I8 R G EEFR AT B M, 18 H TRk SN 305E 545 e K AE R
RO E: RJEERA THERESHAEY . AIEEY . ELJE KR R EUE 2 A WO 80 X
W 5 E 4400 Clathrin 2 A& RIEMEE T MPs (9B E0E, B RHE R R AR 1 B 0 AR
45 B e SR AT U I 2 2 BOA R IR 45 R & TURM I AE ML IR k45 B i R ARk e . BRI S 2
AT RN HE AT, RS H 2™, E0 OB RE S Bl T M B RER, A R EE 2
TH, HATRFEHEE RS, I EORERAR, FEH R X B 5 S DA PR ARIRRRE RS S A 5 i
Ci7ks

8. #kk5=H

ARSI WY AR AL K8 3B b K AR AR BE  SR S R S, iR s N AR R 2R
BEIABE KGR B R R AN[108]; R RN 5 R . R TR IR ARG, (B4
BRZ G TR B EARAE, PRGSO DL B R LU A = AR XK [109]. B E AR S b A 3
TWOERE, (BRI LS R AT R e s “ OO0 —A7 , SRZRBEA PASIE 7T AL B B S5
RA[110]. ARG A AR BRI BEAT KINE AT 7T,  WIUH O R 45 B e A 26 v i AR R LG
R LA THLH

SE
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