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Abstract

Generalized Anxiety Disorder (GAD) is a prevalent psychiatric condition characterized by persistent
excessive worry and somatic symptoms. Its pathogenesis involves functional impairments in key brain
regions—including the amygdala, prefrontal cortex, anterior cingulate cortex, and hippocampus—and
dysregulation of multiple neurotransmitter systems such as serotonin, GABA, and glutamate. In tradi-
tional Chinese medicine (TCM), GAD is categorized under “depression syndrome” and “visceral agita-
tion”, primarily associated with dysfunction of the heart, liver, and spleen, as well as mental dysregu-
lation. Acupuncture exerts its therapeutic effects through multi-target mechanisms: on the one hand,
it modulates “spirit-Qi-viscera” interactions via acupoint combinations (e.g., Baihui GV20, Neiguan PC6,
Taichong LR3), reflecting the TCM principle of “calming the mind and relieving stagnation”; on the
other hand, it alleviates anxiety symptoms by rebalancing neurotransmitters, suppressing neuroin-
flammation, and restoring neural circuit functionality. Current limitations include small sample sizes,
insufficient mechanistic depth, and lack of standardized treatment protocols. Future directions should
emphasize large-scale, multi-center trials, integrate advanced neuroimaging and molecular profiling,
and establish evidence-based clinical guidelines to standardize practice.
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1. ik

2 M e[ RS (Generalized Anxiety Disorder, GAD) 2 Ifi AR 5 WL 18 ks Mg 2 —, HAZ O IR KR
TEAR I A AR R 88 tH M A2 F oo P AR pE SRS 4, JF W FERE— RAUAACREIR . IR AT 0 7 A AL
PR, BRI T P 1) R R L 6%, % AR R I R SR B[] RN EE R
PRERG ik R EZE A, GAD MU FEUEE +E 2 DIRER) IR 240, 65 HIARAE S5 2 POk i B G AE 1L
ESE R, R TR 5T R B AR 2 DI BEOC . TR, GAD U M A Bk A JL g e (1) 5
B, EX—HT, SRR r G e 5 1 E B G 4, PR L) 00 AR 250R 5 35 1) e Ak
R, TERSH RIS I IT SURRAT 1T 2] o BAREE 22 S R B, X FhAEZG W) T Tl T BUAE £ PR S5 R
IR LR GVRTT TR R AURR (0 B FHAMEL, Rz RO b 78 R B AR R 2 R b 0 B BT IR

2.

REEIRF T GAD AN 1 EoRT it e, B T%F PubMed 1 [E] 11 (CNKI 4 FE (1 & 4t
KR, MR EE MRS “generalized anxiety disorder” “GAD” “neurobiology” %%, & &I}
[F1) 35 6l PR 7€y 2005 4 1 3 %2 2025 42 9 1, NI 20 AR i g .

3. hEX GAD BIIAIR

M EEE KA, GAD Ml RRI S 1 EBURFHE Y&, S8 “HE” “BEE” & “HEm”
EYWE[2] FAZOIRHLRBEAE TPk /], Oy T BR=JRThRERI,  JHrh SLRLO R I7 5 I U5 A
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AR AR A CBEIATT o IXRRAEAN Dh BE AL EZRIUN: LR, EBULOAAT, W CGRAX « M%) B
B O FEMZ TR R L 7 R, AR S, (RECRIRD AN Rl
i 2 P e N 1 P17 1 G P i i o R TTEege R SUS 2.3 X VAN 7/ 1K S ot P s U
MERFTIRB]. =H I, SLFEMMR T GAD KA MBI LR . RPN B RS, #TRER KL
F, TR e MRS Y, IR RO RIR. OISR

4. IIZMEEERL RN
41 I"ZUEEEREXZRLRENEASTRRE

MBS O R KEIFER, GAD SEfA1E 23 1 KM oo,  Hox B orR e £ R
PER A ARG th R I R o 75 GAD S b, IO 5 (AL ANE 5] A AR a2 & — Ty L FR)fi 45 44
FHERI, MR GAD B N R I X AR, BRI B PFC AR > K 5E AR AR
N4l BRI 7R B P e AR R AL R 2 A T AR, TR R 2 (prefrontal cortex,
PFC). Hi#17 J JZ (anterior cingulate cortex, ACC) &g B A S5 % Lo i X [5] Horp, AATHZAE R “RARIE 27
MRz ghk, RIS A RN 5 R shrh A i AI[6]: PFC EEZ SRR, Mot L
AR H 2 1) SRR S ME A SIS Bh [ 7] 0 ACC M 54545 R Jx B LM &S he A B UIMC, Bl B A& HE S
G5B R N AERF N RS AS T [8] o IX S X IR B (R FIAG A 1 £ P& TR R B A 2 B 1, LT RE
Bl e S GAD 7 LA ) 3 B

4.1.1. B

BN G RGEIA IR 2 —, AT R ] X3, 32 B AR 50128 BB A 28 1R 05
WFE[9]. AT TN, A ATAL S S 1 1 8 2 £ R R IR A O RAE , I EERLIRS & 2 2 IR 2 R %
Jffii. PFC 5 ACC M —ANE i NS R %, Aefe &M HI S0 EEUE . PFC XAk 1l
HIPE VR TR Z 40 AR 2 S BUA RO BEBOE, P Re 2 3G BRI 2V IH S RE[10] . b4k, A TARAE RS
TR A% O X, FLE5 MR &2 500E . Li Z5[11R T1 Ikl Ss MImE LR A% 0 GAD &3 XU
A=K T TR L2200 BT 45 S R R R e L R BB I P E A AR AR o i — 2B A 0 A% X
BEE M FIESS, A E5 A5 B TRRE 5 £ FEAH DGR A AE ORI . EAS ORI, LIRS M) S A7 e
R BV 22 S PEREAE . TEME GAD B3, A AR AR ARG K 5 BAT 55 I BB A K 5 I 2 1E AR
Ky IR BTN AZIX 45 F U T R T O A D R S A 9 TE R B AR [12] 6

AT AL I P 20 330 I~ A R R R AR AL b B B . 2 %UR2 (Glutamate, Glu)fE M=%
FERMEEMLIBR, HAEH 23 p-= 3 T #(Gama-aminobutyric acid, GABA)AE A1 2% H ' _E Jig 2 (Nore-
pinephrine, NE)ft 22 i s 4045 [13]. BRI, GABA BE b (] Fh 2 ol x40 i) 3 JE A A5 4= 4% 25 v
ANE IS B RIEHT Glu BT RN . SRTTT, NE BEET %] GABA REHf I #H2 JCIAI#E 38 Glu EfL
i, X PR R A T e B O A A [14]

4.1.2. BIHMHEE

PFC 1N ORI X, L2 AHA R R ST R vh A SR/ E R . PRC JHIL 5 1 (A AT A
JERAMUS A A% 125 SRR REAH FUE R ATV AN B /1[15], B A+ 5 ME BRI NS IRE, MUS 5%
RALAE, IEE IR MR AL SRR E ). SEE A, PRFC X MU E M (A ) KD etk
VAR, 7E RIS S AN AR 2 1T L R A O A X R R T AR DY REAE AR PFC A
AL WA S RS W E B RER[16]. AR AIER T GAD &# PFC 5 CIMEAIH
BEVRAETE DD RE S8 o WEFCR], MR FE T U RPN , GAD BRI AN AS Py i B )2
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AT B Fr i (S T e, T I PO AU B R W (] B 2 AR AR I S5 [17] -

fEN PFC R EE X 2 —, HWMET#H 5 JZ(medial prefrontal cortex, mPFC) #4545 3= B i %
P 2 8 TR 00 ) e 22 330 TR AL, PP AT PR B 5 3 S HUAZ[18]. mPFC Hh st Sk M 4
R RGN AT e IE R AR RIS 8 DhRE £ 0 E 2, IXRloRE Al (M b 22 P — BB AR, mIRg
S FHUNAIE . B FVE A5 RS S5 2 PP 28 FB (1 R0 - SEIRIE AR I, @i 15 5 K AR AL mPFC L
A e ek A R i 2 5 A A% A OB ADL IS PR KU BB EE B AT 2R, HEDN mPFC 25 M M43 95 vl 2 35 %
RABEEFEAT AR AE[19].

4.1.3. AIINEHEEE

ACC 1ENUZ RGN ICBIXAL, @i 5 AZMBEDI 5 )2 R T REN S, 761 4 n AR
RIEZOCAEH « ACC ISR 5 INAME BB T RERZOAEH, Hodid 5 PRC. g Sh 35 M X i ph 22 1 42,
NEERRRAS A S YRRt ph 2 Al . B AR, ACC MILXIEI)EES GAD Ml E R 2 )
FHOG,  JUHAE TR £ R 42 B St Jn i L B J1 e b B DG4 3 L [20]. ACC Thie s 5 £R IE 1 26 b
TR R AR R B UIAROC, ol FLIR R MV DXOd e T 45 A5 A A% I M0E RE FE AT B E A 48 I ROR 4EFF IS 28 s
[21]. ML ANI TGRS, B BRI ACC ThEEF 8 R B Xt 571 )k 0 B s R A it i
PEREIIHIIRTS, IXFRINRER AL S A SRR R BRI FIFR AL 1 S R4S . [, ACC 518
WA PEC e i it — D M58 TS @R Re /1, T RCEE R IR REAE 1 117 26 i 22 0 [ E ph 2 TR
KiA[22]. UbAh, SEERELMMLL, GAD HBE AR T A AT B 2 R ARG K R e oty 3
FER ™ EFE IR 5 ACC M FH & B 38 1IEAH < [23]

4.1.4. §5H%

IR E LR N SR RE X, B RIS LI RS AE, VAR ) KSR . Wi
K% PFC J¢ ACC 55 XM a4z, g L ARTE AR AR 4 I RE PO RO OAE L, 2 XIS 1) e
AIRE SRR AR AT R E . BEAEWE TR T e D R TE S5 M RN T e I 2 38 Xk IR
VR T FE25 515 45 1 R AE RS SN, 1 T 03 A ) 3 8 6 B s TR A2 RA 0 2 ST T g [24] . L fAA% W
SR, FEREIE B 10U S AR R AR e N 2 2 /N [25], 33X — 0 B SR AT e VR T KRR T R £
FWEEYFTE: AR IME 5 R S mT BB 2 B L K w4 R A I FE A [26] . Shi Z8[27]
PN, 1VERNE T RS SRR RN, FFAEAT IR CA3 XA RYH M ) THm AL S 52 L B CAL X A4EA
Y0 A T B 5% P B S S A, X AR AR SR AR KA E AT BE S IR M A A SR I PR TR %, AT
HOHE T TS m] B 2 A

4.2. £85I ZHRERERL B XRMLEREHEA

4.2.1.5-#2 %

W E A, o 5-REKG-HT)MA G ACC. 5 B S X, 18N SLshvE
Jo N T3 A 5 1 2 ks R A v My R FE B (28], BRI, IR UK Xl 5-HT AEAh 258 B ik 42,
ZHEE BREFIEIE SN A SRR, WRCT 1S SR SRR SZ B G (1 HE AR 4 B

ACC fENERE IS CEMIX, HEKERIEN 5-R 00 1A 2R G-HT1IA)N 5-HT fE R A M A
VEFISRAL T Z5H A . BEAERIE LR B, ACC Mear P& i3 Hh i) S il i K iy A 38 i 5 5 R R AR A7 7E 25 V1) ORI
[29]. Glu AN SR AT KRR 582 5 T8O E R (e e f2, Bz BK#i T ACC
MEAWE A MRS5S, DNMERENGEIRE, @ E0E 5-HTLA 248 E 6] ACC [ 2445 1 25l
3, I /N ORI ACC 2 fili il Glu BEAL[30]. 747 2 KRR sh MR AU LR W], 5-HT1A 324K
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SR SRR DL B3 I AR E AT 9 5, (R A L R AT A S A R RN X SR R A 5-
HTLA SZARNEE SRR, RERE ™ A4 225 M PR IS RN [31]

EIRBEFUL R SEREHLE] B R AEIE AR 7R, X 5-HT A R4S 5 AEEHE A NRARE, H
ROM AR Y IR A DRy Ak

422 yHETEBRMASER

GABA 5 Glu fE XL 2245 b 3 BRI P 5 oA MR T, 78 XU K G Fr) B A3 5 5 T g
Pl R A AT SRR, HEhA P B RN A YK . Glu MR AR RS FE N
AR LZIE R, T T P RESGE R S GABA S 2558 R A GE AR TR, L[R2 e 4 W 2% [ 24 5 -4
WP, RS EOIRTT AT IR 2 302 R o i AT M S G 2 Bh rh R SRR I [32] . GABA
R R G0 S A I A 0 T, (ER R IR IOR AL T R Glu B uimiok . Hodid 45 & 95
fii GABA 4k, /S E BT WA B TN, I B2 e 4 Ak, AR RROIR A L A = 200 1 1
[33]. KHIWFTERIL, GABA R4 EL & W4 W KM A A% i 235 3h, X —28465 GAD MR
BRI, BAh, FERIBORASSIURANG SR T HBERUS, i HUA GABA KFAE, K5 BOL I 2808 0%
55, SET LA HE LR IR RBAAIRAS, BT B RIS SRR K 5 2 Fats 4 — R 510 B R BL[34] .

4.2.3. ZEORE

% W% (dopamine, DA) & —FEHAXFHEE R G0 i2 70 AT B LR ER IR il i, 12 BAFAE T3, A
18 WSS RNIX IR . 2 O RE RSB R RV 2k LA R i 2 5 B S 45 R 41T . DA
S ARTI 5328 D1 #(D1/D5) M D2 #(D2/D3/DA) PR, FLrb IR M4 ot X (VT AN 2 BN RE 1 22 o ) 3 22
A% A, L B DA S5 X R 358 2 5 R B AT NI [35] . WEFTRYT, BE VTA RN 2
EL e RE S s P 75 R AR FEAEAT U [36], T BELTIZ0d B P i) D1 2 AR BGTE VTA X 1) D2/D3 32 14 U g 2 2% 2%
RERIERI37], R L CLILRE R G RIS W% BT BB R S e i6 T e

5. §tRIGTT GAD HRIIK

B — MR R E R R SR IR, WIEXODRIBOR IR TR, BT 2L &R
AL BAREEE w7 /N S [38TIE R X KB BT F V6 Y7 H FEAE 1A SRR R0 7O B ks s b AT 0 #, A
I ATLE I R V67 B i FI R T 2. OGS MRS KPR EDE e & 55X, JF H R B0 ROB ik B
Ptz e, LegMmOLaEL K.

fErPEEE R, LI DRI S RS R A B IO, BRI R IR N AR -
HRTONTR=ME BikS A2 2R, F6 “=MLa” 20, BA8E -SSR |1
1 BABE-P AR 38 CBFROERD 1238, 120X OB R s el SRS RE. BT
HAL T IO, 8B kS I B A, FHRIZ ORI RO 0 A SN DI RE[39]. ENEL AR B K, £
RZ O] BB ke B, IR, 5 A R R 22 Th R 18 ROF s AR [40] . A
FIRAEAF DO T, 5 CBF2RR) M EA T “Om iR 228 wdd i o=, ZafE
SUEEOHIAT WRFTONFROOL/N, HIERYEN, R os) S En “0IERTHE R
B, RUNZNREETEM . T, ARG AR RS AR B K LB AR [41] . PIORECAR NI, 24 5E
&, BURAR, IRFERAEOM RO BEAASAETRIR TR . SIS RPN RI, KR E R R R
TFHIKIZ, Kb 7GRIET R RARTZ . PIXECHIE B BIARDE L [F)6 R o R RN, BRI A
MR8 SURAFGRIT AR 2 2y, ARBIL A B2 )36 AR 7 T .

BKIE NIk, BAGEGERZR IR, (S « ) Bifad. Bk, BT ke
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A, FETREE, EEXE, NETMW. 7 X 08478 U8 RO TR i pf i) B S R, i B K ATk
FIAFEIABE. AWM ERNII. LASLMESERB SR I EAERER, (RHX - 48k id#k: “o
FEFRIA ALK, BT, HEOE%. ” ZFHAAHRE, SLEEF, IGRECHN A 52 50
L EZ . AL ERIETT B BAAMEEA, (R« AR R KR « “HFEmiM, = %E Mm%
AR, 7 RGBS BRIt S ARSI, T SR AR A SRR . BRI FEUESE,  FIRZ K B[R]
WA AHER T UG RS, @RS FUK-F RETUERIER .. R REBAT S A R4
FAEEVIIRRR SRR, AR E — PRI 15 WL S0 28 s 8 AR et 2 368 o RO RR R, 3 T 15 Y
MRS B IhRE, CCEMEREN R B ThEE AL SRR [42] -

JA R S (43 AR B, R B R ET A GE . Ba. B, IR H BG4 K0T
BIT AR GAD i3, TR EIGEHIRAGER. 1675 BE HAMA 5 SAS Wil TR, g
Glu 7K-FF#{K(P < 0.001), GABA [ 5-HT /K-F&EZTF@(7r 7 P < 0.001 F1 P < 0.01), /KA RZEIE
90.0%. #H/NiZITIEAREMIT IR R EIREE . GABA RE X 5-HT RE RS2 AP, RIEVUERIEM. &
I PTEE[A4] R R BB AR AR (T B Mg, AR B =I5, Kb, @ B)ECG H 257577 GAD
B, AT DL R AR IR . A AW SEIR B SR A[45],  FAT I “TFIUIC” A LA (ED AU A
BRI E Ry AT L3 AN BRI R FEREAT Ao

6. RESRE

GAD fFE i WM ZAEVE T, LR BENLHI S 2%, 25 PRC. #{4% AL ACC 45 GBI IX 1)
DIREMERATHEDIMAG, RN & GABA. Glu S5 d i R ST 577 . BHRAENS 240 BARE
HF T GAD R FELHERE, RO SRS IR TT L3 o ORTAT, 4 B U A BIE TEATS T W P KR35 — 2 AL
W IE 2 15 B A 5 WL X BRANAE 3 72 1, AECABUE “ 2% - fhaefess” 2 MMMt — R imRik iR
BEAER, V6977 SARHERE FEAN vy, HLA I 2 1 rp R IR 2R 22 S 0 7 Al 4 R RERZ

PRI BATEE W, AETT R 2 by RFEASIR PRGNS A5 5297 ROESE 1 A, NACR FHR R fMRI-
MRS X FE 2SR TR . IXREORISRRZAE T, BELLIATE] I Ao A, BERLSE 4Tl an i
EELL ACC NIZ L I LA B T REHESR , SCELIRUZINN X A GABA/GIu 5538 5 (9K A2 AL, AT 9t
R IR AL IR T BRI L S R

OO, R BEIE ARy — OGBS AN T it I I EURL “ AR 7 5“0 I i
SEAFNER B E TR S M AR ZE R, WIUCR 2B “HHEitin” MRzEZH, it
MHERN T RIBTT GAD M IEE Ty S8 A HELR T -

SE
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