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Abstract

Acute pyelonephritis (APN) is a common upper urinary tract infection in children. Without timely
intervention, it may lead to renal scarring, which can progress to severe complications such as hy-
pertension, proteinuria, and chronic renal failure. Imaging techniques play a central role in the di-
agnosis of APN, assessment of renal injury, and monitoring of scar formation. This review summa-
rizes recent advances in the pathological mechanisms of renal scarring and its imaging evaluation.
Dimercaptosuccinic acid (DMSA) scintigraphy remains the “gold standard” for detecting renal scars,
providing a precise assessment of cortical function and structural damage. Ultrasonographic tech-
niques, including power Doppler, microvascular Doppler, and contrast-enhanced ultrasound, show
great potential in early diagnosis and follow-up. Computed tomography (CT) offers detailed ana-
tomical visualization and complication detection, though radiation exposure remains a concern.
Magnetic resonance imaging (MRI), with functional sequences such as diffusion-weighted imaging
(DWI) and diffusion tensor imaging (DTI), enables non-radiation evaluation of microcirculation and
fibrotic changes, making it suitable for long-term monitoring. Furthermore, artificial intelligence
and radiomics are emerging tools that may enhance diagnostic accuracy and prognostic prediction.
Future efforts should focus on optimizing multimodal imaging strategies to achieve early interven-
tion and personalized management of renal scarring in children.
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1. 518

W IR 2% Y& (Urinary Tract Infection, UTD)AE N LB WA JR A FE R G0 DL I M, AR R A AL
AN RGeS R R Yy . Ak E 3 B % (Acute Pyelonephritis, APN)J& T~ _F /R, H 3 B0
WA KR ZWIRKRIUAZE . M, B IXIEERR, H24 LR 2 A A, H A REft
B PR R R R BERE S5 SORE[1]-[3] e ' S U [ B R AE BARAS 2 R T 90, 7 S 805 %R (Renal
Scarring, RS)MTE R, #EIM 51K G ThAE ™ E 240, HImE. EARELE R EEA R EHR[2] [4].
AR AAE APN 12T, BT VE AL R I I B A B U R R 4 ORBEE . AL B TELRIR ) LE
APN J&5 B J IR 2 R I3 BRATL ) S RAAR A T
2. LERHERZEXNRITRENRKE

JLESMEE & R IIRAT R R R, UTE R RIEA R MRS AR AR EZER. &)
A 1% B R A E A G TR E N, ORI R IOUEER G B AN e IeE 1 BN, B
AT AU L I SR BEG 2 22 4 2 )LE . WRGET, T BT 2%K) B %R 8% % 2 4 )T R
J&IYL[5]. #i Faust W. C 56 A1) —Til Meta 43 HT R [6], 1ER LIRSS, 29 =772 — 1 )L4 DMSA
BAZIZWIA APN, T 5 42 B ROR I R A R AFE 2 5, U REITE 15%3] 52%2 17].

S B R T B AR I U TR B, R R R A B B L AR, £ 5 B L ) 80%
£ 90%. I REAZ S WRE FTERE, BERESRIREIGEE LTI R RAE. BRAmREAE, HAbR
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JRAEI U e B AAFT R AT ke AR SR R R S AT B . b, TE R E SRR R
Py EE O, AR PR A I (Vesicoureteral Reflux, VUR). et B i73E Th g fahs . PR B84 ('S
SR B A AT ) DL R FL M S R MR W IR R GG M S, IR B PR ZR I 4 A I N APN (1 B0 UK [ 7]

3. A E RS K SRR A RIE S

BRI T R A B IR e . ORE S A GBS L R I 2 At A2 . 1R4E B RTS8 et 7t
s B AR AT R 43 O = AN RS B

TESHPERAEW], 5 SRR (LUK I 5 7 TR o W) IR N SEBT, 51K R it ZU A S e 2y, R Iy i i
B BRI KM K E A R AR, R S . SRR, 1L-6. IL-1 A1 TNF-o 4
RAEN TRBE, A BT AR5 BR[8]-[10] o #7 RETE MUY B R I 42l kG, 90 I N T v 18, 4
23 B S 58 A 8 T AN B K APE R -

R BAFE U ERAE, TR NEE S4TSR B . WREARAE. g DL A 2R
S B R0 2 T AR A R AR RN R R T 6 T 1 LR 4 20 b I BT 4R A s A . B - A AL
(Epithelial-Mesenchymal Transition, EMT) LA A2 4 J% - 8] 78 /it #% 4t (Endothelial-Mesenchymal Transition,
EndMT) SIS FE K ERIE a-FiE NS & 1 (a-Smooth Muscle Actin, a-SMA), i3 11 A il i ik 25 119
R4 A0 UL BE AR [11] [12] 0 BeAh, LFA4EfCERE R R a5 5 2 R A R PTG, iy
A KK ¥-B (Transforming Growth Factor-8, TGF-B)# I\ & e it AF 4E AL ¥ SC Bk R -[13] . 7E B A 44k 1) 7
WM B, BRJEE AR 5 R AR AR i, RUEF4EAb aT BE 2 vl i, 106 T IR Bk T Buer 4En iy s
AHERERENEX[12].

AWM BV RIRTE RGN, AR N IE R B AL 0 DR M A AERR BT AR, TR B 2 1 B4
MR o IR DX S PR o] IS B (1 RS R TV e A A AR 4 /N s 6B T DU ] AL ] Jo Py oK Bk 2
R BRI, BN T IZ B G TR, BNERORAEREAL,  [RINRE A 2 R SR OB R 8] 5 £ 4E 40 [8)
[14]. ML Z AT, 7] SECE B D R ™ Bk, dhfmdt Ry, & REREEE D6
e o FEANT I RE 32 22 A R ZR R, e rb B e R SR (VUR) M s A2 IR G 2 i BE TR T 1 1) B 22 A

[ESE
4, HIRERENNA
4.1. DMSA Bf%

DMSA BAZ 2 VPl B IE LA I ThRE I 5%, R SRR A “ AriE” - 99mTc-DMSA
Z R S S R I S T N A S A, T BT R B I S5 A RO Th BE[15] . 7E DMSA AR,
B SRR Hr B DhRe > 45%H0 B IEBAL N IE W [16]. B R A S RS SR 2 I IS BOSCZE 1) Jay A
TR HEARZ 208D, A R T 25 B R A B BT R [15] . W FUR A, T did 52 BR S T B AR
SR FIWT B R FEFE[16] 0 BUitite S NAEBAT 1 R 20 G 7 38 s B4 i T — AN 2 e B YRRV B
PG REFEANYE ], IF PO R B e TS, AR A E B 8 B Ay FEAXER,  RYE 245550
A7 R A5 T AR A2 TR [X 35 50% KR AZ AT 73 . TR, M¥I46 DMSA %541t 3b i,
TR TR R, WA HME LS, v RETIUR B RORER17]. A1 DMSA H#AREIX 73 H K IHIR
PERRR R AN E 10, EAFAESR ST 2 5% 1)

42. BE
WIS JLE APN R BUB MK, 2 FIERIImR 2, (e HERRAE AN I &R A AR B
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HEAMA[18]. BUE A HAR R R R E S 7 A LE APN 2RI i I\ S HANME . APN 7EE 7 I
RN SRR P SO B R E RIS R R R B R 434 Rk LA R B R R IR AR MR X 2 B R
IR U R I A W e o A e v [ 7 XA ' % 6 4 [15] [19] [20] 6

WL, fEE %84 7 (Power Doppler Ultrasound, PDUS)7E JL# APN KR H12 W /E B, 5
DMSA SARTER M e Ar - B Bl — B [19]. RMESSEEE K PDUS 5w 81T R4 45 & VPl APN 75
7 7 E R P O T L R R, RBAT T 6 S H LA I )L#, PDUS 217 APN [f#ER M5 DMSA AL,
H& &M J1: 2 PDUS 745 APN TilJ5 I 58 R A75 i 0 — B Wik 50 S0 [21] o FIIL 4 2 35 8 75
(Microvascular Doppler Ultrasound, MVUS) §6 2 7~ 41 ZUUM 8 F IR B AR 4, %+ )L APN kA B s
R, AR SR N X T TR T4 48 CDUS [22]. X Lk 1454 7 (Contrast-Enhanced Ultrasound,
CEUS)EN—Fhsif IR i 7730, BAJLE KL Al %4, @i . CEUS 2 )L# APN
YRR R, ARG R R M AR, FETE AR AT BRI AT R I B U7 S PR S S TS
Bk, MeAh, CEUS /r#ekeifim, TEX /B RIES APN J7THIBUE R 7y, (AT E— DR 5IE[23]-[25]
43.CT

CT £ APN 2 RIS B vh B S BN AN, e VLM o R B0 48 B IR A AR 6 &, HERf R
i KA B 5 Y R A U R R . APN L CT R I B FIE AR I O L 3 e i % B SE2 i PN R 48 it X 3 55
[15] [26]. B& T HAEAR % RIAL, 1smail Basmaci ZE1E#H T SN IR RIEGZ Wide it T —ANH M
AT RIS AR J 58 44 SR B BRI R 1RSI N R B S DR AR, R PA-1 A il SIS, TR0 PR B
Fr BA M BB RIS S P R ik 92.9% 1 100%, 5% 1D PN PR VB S IRl PT A A2 i PR 28 0 IR G 1) v % B2
RS IE AR PR [27]0 H TR IR E AT T, Wk BRAIE. BAh, CT 7ETEAl B S iU g™ R
J5 7 T 2. - Takahiro Hosokawa Z5 i 4l CT K HUK: APN. Sk R 1k 1 40 B 4 15 7% (Acute Focal Bacterial
Nephritis, AFBN)H1'E fift /i (Renal Abscess, RA) 73 il & SUN'E SEFUR IR E—. = =%, KIFEELEER
b 4 ASF AT DMSA %, B SPGB I, R A B ROR I BE SR = [28]. SR, CT R & 4m it 2
B\ O LB TR AT e 2 51 A I U R DA B B B 0 45 4 SR SR AT 75 51 RV E

4.4. MRI

HAET, MRISEETCERS . WHL S P m M 2 S SR AT Z BT UTH 2 W § 8ol
4 (Diffusion-Weighted Imaging, DWI{EA—Fh LG A8 220K, Jo 7w A BP AT S il S8 o DI RRIR A, 76
R JREJS Kk 7 T 5358 CT. 3458 MRI & DMSA 5k 2 B 5 —S0PE[29]-[31] - 38323 M9 i [X 45
(1) ADC 18 5 11 R 2 RE 48 b (a0 B 45 2R JR) A OGE, RII ADC AT Bt APN ) 8 REFRR BE[32] . b4,
HHRIEE F i APN BRI X 350%) ADC {8, A =& #4750 BRI, 1IEH B, APN
JE R ) ADC K Uik, %4 ADC fH >2 B, ATiAAE IEH B S 24 ADC 2N 1.2~2.0 i, T
R APN: 24 ADC fH <1.2 I, 75EAS B M 33]-[35]. Riccardo Faletti 55 A\ &3 DW-MRI 7£
PEAl APN 3 AP 52 77 T B AT S A, Ui kb X 35 1E B S 146 ADC LEAE (Ro) <0.6 PR ERK
1£(Do) > 15 mm i, APN kb VRS ARG A0 08, AT I R b0 W A5 2 15 7 S A K o 0y B R v 7 Bt
HEAKIE[35]. ¥ Bok & 1% (Diffusion Tensor Imaging, DTI)YE s DWI IR EEIAR, Be it 4 21mss
B8, WFARY, DTIEAN SRS DWI & —8, HAaeda s, BIgREEm, &N
DWI ¥ JL#E APN FIR I 5 BE15[36]. ItAk, Yvonne Simrén 25 N R I % S35 DTI feit— R34 )L
UTI RS0, FERRHER KL X 38 b700 {5 5 2 B sk Sl @k 5 i B 4 5 HoAth B SE i A2 [37]

B RIRAE MRI b 32 ST B 2 Joi A0 v K% B U ) 3 e B 1) T B  MIRI PR 25 B D 85 410 (40 DWIL DT
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IVIM S5)FERIAN Rl B BRI RO T A N B, Kt 25 DMSA BA5AH 2[38]-[42]. 4RI,
MRI K2 R L EE G 75 B DA A B 5 86 R PRk, (LR SEBR N v 32 38— BRI . ROk, i
% MRIECRHED, A8 — DIt m A JLE APN 2 W (8 I e .

5. FIARBERAR

BEAE B PR R, & O MR AR B BARTE IR IR b2 B, WS 8 m T RS W i HE
I PR 8 A @ 1R Y7 7 AR AL T TSR . R 4%~ (Radiomics) FT A T4 Rk (Artificial Intelligence, Al)7E
B EH TR R S8 oE], W CT FAMIAGLS Y . 2 IhRESE MRI AN A 51 i |
U b 3 320 Kb B A 4 202 W R 25 [43] [44]

TEW PR B BB I B A A I R IZ W F A B, AL RIEE A AT Bk /EH . Paul S. Heckerling
G NKAEE BA PR IR I 2o B I R B s, DA TR I 4% (Artificial Neural Network, ANN)iE47dE
LRPE R, JEICAIRAE V2 (Genetic Algorithm, GA)fif i e AL Tl AZ &2 & . WFFL R R, ¥ ANN 5 GA #
P AL 25 A5 R BEOS A R )t T UT PR i AR el A, HABIRE I TR G B, (HR A A
FEH A N P e R R M 5 1E— P I0AIE,  H ANN 5 GA HIZ 0% £ T g f2 A8 1 ik 45 L [45]. Ross J.
Burton &5 M4 £ Al B RLILAG IR R 7RI RE, Horh DL XGBoost #E 8 R IR, 7EA AR UTI il
PRI TS, Wb T4 45% PRI FE TAFE, ST A NSl s IRRAS . A SL I PR 1S 55 B ik 4R
M7 A 7 L, AR TR b JE &R RS 7RI\ B [46] - Chanon Chantaduly 55 0K Al 5 CT 28454,
AT VRS M TR T . Z A E T 2RBE KB SRR KB 2D B E W%
(Convolutional Neural Network, CNN)EEHY ,  Ff: DLAZ G & (R PG R R S AE 2%, 45 MR EaR iy ppc Y
HAR R T s 550 s A e s AR = AE By 0.5 B, W] i) 85% ) H FE AT 4EAb Y R 4 o
(BRI AR BT A S X, MARKI AN, HFREHE—PRIEZERNEZ RO 2 AFEHT
ZACREAI[47].

UEAh, Al RGN AL R EREHIE, JAFXLHIFEN B 5t, HTRES 51 Kk 8 B B AL AN 22 4 1]
R, TR AR KR IR [43] [44]. MSBEGE R KRR, XU USRI AR, Al
FEBRS BRI FHEE Nl 224y, I3 S i2 I RG 7 350%

6. WHitE5RE

Table 1. Comparison of DMSA, US, CT and MRI
%2 1. DMSA. US. CT LK MRI By%fEE

DMSA us CcT MRI
A 92.1% 74.3% 86.8% 89.5%
et 93.8% 56.7% 87.5% 87.5%

AR U E AR e, W]
P LeMEsE, RRAGEL, REXE ) e (TS
REHEAT RE VEAME B AT VPAG

R, ERES, ST
U EAER5SE

Dy SRl Ak WERGE ]
R fhE, EHRERT CT  WEWRERER TR, S5
B R PR AR S R

TE: R E Majd 55 (2001) I #5E ) DU RS B HAR 1T APN 12 Wi RE[48]

i LA R,

By LA, S

JLE SRR & RE KRR E RN, W55 R ERRIE R, BETM AT REVE A RS . & (PR DA F 2l
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RERE S5 T B IFRIE . SeR PR A AE ) LE APN 2 R 1555 2 X EI/EH - DMSA AR Re g ko '
SIS B DhRe, 7EBGSRTT G K R U & SO @A R A nI D i A ) LB APN FEAar i3k i
WA CT A MRI REIR I S TG 50 2% B 18] OR300 00 22, RS HE 8 A0 kb I Fff e G, HoR MIRI B
For I B IR T B AR5 T %o BEAE N LR POE K JE, JLE APN 1215 B R DAk vE i A3 B — 2P
PeTt, B R = A Bk R ET T i, AT S 4 o535 AR TS, )L APN RS 1297 5 i e e
PRpt T IR S pRRE .

Majd, M %8 \[48]i 1 A&7 APN s AL, k4T DMSA. US. CT LA MRI fafx, % b
IR PURb G 2 H AR BEAT IR X L (L 1)FEXF IR | APN [ AR S il R, RIE (bl JR I R e
ZIRTEIESE 7 (2016)) [49] % 2023 4F 3 [ jif 5t 2% 2> (American College of Radiology, ACR)H: 5/ [6], FT
B HE RN UTH B BT IR RE A, DRI IR RS K B WG SoP Al B R O X
T<2 ZHE)L, Wk BN EE . HIERPREE R PR E R IR (VUR), AT HEPE B D PR B 06 s A
#x(Voiding Cystourethrography, VCUG). X} T8 & MEEA A UTI, 257706 3 F R KR (WnE ki 4%:), ]
FRATIETIG SR CT fudr. ok, @i T V&GS 6 N H T DMSA 433, LAVHli2 & T8 BB IR «
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