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Abstract

Colorectal cancer (CRC) is one of the malignant tumors with high incidence and mortality worldwide.
Its treatment primarily relies on surgical resection, supplemented by chemotherapy, targeted ther-
apy, and immunotherapy. However, the insidious nature of early symptoms and the widespread
problem of drug resistance significantly affect patient prognosis. Autophagy, a highly conserved cel-
lular self-degradation and material recycling mechanism, exhibits a dual role in the occurrence, de-
velopment, and treatment of CRC: on the one hand, autophagy can inhibit tumor progression by in-
ducing tumor cell apoptosis, enhancing immune response, and improving treatment sensitivity; on
the other hand, in advanced stages of cancer or under specific microenvironments, autophagy can
promote tumor cell survival, invasion, metastasis, and drug resistance. This article systematically
reviews the dual role of autophagy in CRC and its regulatory mechanisms, focusing on its roles in
immune regulation, metabolic pathways, oxidative stress, and DNA damage repair, and analyzes its
potential value in clinical intervention, laying the foundation for achieving precision treatment of
CRC.

Keywords

Colorectal Cancer, Autophagy, Mechanism, Dual Role

Copyright © 2025 by author(s) and Hans Publishers Inc.
This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution International License (CC BY 4.0).
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

1. 51§

CRC T A BRVEI B AR BB GR . AR YE 2020 I E ST 585 7R, CRC & BREE = K% WL
e, HIETSZ RS 2 60, fhiHA 188 JiHT K Wi f41(9.8%) A1 91 T3 BT f41(9.2%) [1]. HFIEIRIT T
F b, FARUIBKIAR CRCHITIIEZETFBL, JFRMbIT BERIAIT K by Nhia T 7, Clt
LT IGIR, A RS 0 B R A T B 2R 7k 8. SR, HH CRC B JLF%A B R AR, Fitk
IRZE G BAN[2]s 1 ELKGHS oy B3 TE IR TT TRy T 25 R 10 200 75 5y = R 20 I R [3], 3 19 K 1) it L
238 CRC B BAR Tl 5 BUR B %

WL, EAWRTE CRC FIVRYT Pt SR EE MR s 15T B WAL B E (I PR 10,
R 4 T 45 B 6 TT IR SRS TR D o LR 1 WEEE A YR RE R R R BB P A A (it
HIFERI[4] [5], HIBAENLH i HAE 4

2. B
2.1. BRERYELS

EIE, B EFRAT R, A 20 R AR PN DhRE S A R A S5 T AN T AR A KR R O [
W5 25 2445 A0 L PN P S A8 £ — i £ O 4RI B BB AN 5 [ W R [6] o AR i o ) i
T AE, AT i E . B A WA TR S H B 7]

2.2. AR EZEMIE
1 2 0 L PN < A ) R A O (TSP e i R T A2y R DY AP B . BLE B R
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T, BN S %, EARIE R AL T, AN BRI DIRERIE AR, EAgatTE
FE6h = i HA R /R, mTOR & 4% 1 (Mammalian target of rapamycin complex 1, mTORC1)3Z £ it & /7 1)
R, AT HE T S h oS B (35 M, JF S E M . Unc-51 28 H 05 108 (Unc51-like autophagy activating
kinase 1, ULK1), BRI EWg/E3CHEE, ReifS HMATIEINIERG B b EKESHE, BECERWAE L
R E A G (Kl (Autophagy-related genes, ATG) & = [FIEY), ATG 73 FAHBCREZ RIBMH RS, (£HRK
A FEORIE T OCEAE R . SR R R SR AUZ S, O T B D M I A B S R e 4
L ZE RN, I Ik 75 BRI FAB R GURT H WRE 7 B B A OCER 1 %% 3 (Microtubule-associated
protein 1 light chain 3, LC3). &5 &l &M A -k ARBEVLEZ B0SG ATG FHAL FiF T, RIE 2
ATG TEREMMER A G TEE G IRAER T E, 150 E BRI CRF iz 5 LC3 454, LC3 784 LC3-
I, Z5ZEMLE, # LC3-IH A brEE B AR TR, B 1 B WS 1 = K[8]-[11] . )5 H
WRARNESE & G, TR A A =0 s SRE, AWIAEIEEREERES), F5EMRERESRNE
MRS IR VYD PR S IWSOR T SC VA B K ARG 1 B R AR ZH s, i — D RR IR, A
J5 AR )BT A AR N B BR S /N oy T E TR, 55 8 TR T A 4 B IR WSOk A [12]-[14]

3. BRESEEETHNEER

IEFERIREWT R, HWRIESS B R LR R i b I S HZ eI, AR %40
R 0 FRR POV 0, REE IS 2 R LA S5 S R R T L SRR T 29 R U DA SR S e R Gt
ISR, S R AR A BT AEAE i RIS, Bt P BE R AR D IR I “ X7, I fle it i TR 40
PR BRI BE 77 NS 88 10 3 % I R DA RS S PR 4 B R 7 24 A T 24 42, A T I ik 78 Fr) e [10] o
I PR Al O 7 1o I AR [ E A4, 1 A2 52 B 25 P AR IO REM, AL R (AN [R) 23 30 e Bl oA a5
HIEh A AL UL KT T BARTE s DRIk, FESCRRRIFI TR, X B MR AT % 7 ZE RS HE s, DAA ORI
E A ok e 3 58 75 T A HE AR AR AR P, D G FL AR 3 P R A R R AN R i

3.1. BREMISEFE{ER RS

3.1.1. BB TIEXIEERING CRC #HE

7£ CRC MMk e iz i 2 by, B Wi oo 30 (m) BR AU T2 OGR4 1 515 50K, Ml CRC 2
oL, MR RN, R A 24K (transferrin receptor, TFRC)Ff# il LIS A MR A2[15], 4EEE
FE AL BEERE, AW FHEEIZE A TFRC MM RN, TFRC & A f et B, HA
S PR TR U SR T, T fid A kAR P i I SR S B, 545 CRC 4R AE TS, B SEIix) CRC
HERAIMHI[16]. 2Rl B R R145 4 Janus U 2 (blocking janus kinase 2, JAK2), BT JAK2/STAT3
GO, SRR T HCT116 5 DLD1 40 i ARk 0 T2 A% O 3% R T4 B H KIS SE AL PG 4 (GPX4)
8 /K, IS 545 B e i & AR At To[17]. s, S IE, FFAR2-CAMP-PKA-mTORCL1
TP AT IS E WA OGRS e Bk TG R B GPX4 ME B G RE R, 25 TS S 1 mTOR
WP T 4% 18], It 3 GPX4 A2 (W Ul A i Brfie J1[19], [B4% CRC [k ek
AR

3.1.2. AKT/mTOR j& %48 =) v 5 Bh B 20 B B 1A T B AL

12 H W E 3 5 t, AKT/MTOR 558 4 2 B2 A Hhik v 4y 1l B [20] . 72 CRC
FUH, P AR 2R IE 5 8 B B A A s R S UM RS, B TUESE, B e T B
EE[a) ik AKT/MTOR A5 53 B 00E A6 [21], 28 B A Sy 1 428 v Jed 4 R A U 5 386 8 P Lo Je %, L Ml
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T e ELEAT SR B AR S . RIS, [T JEwT B CRC 40k B AR &4 LC3-I HIRiA
IK[22], $EOREE e A F S PR RGBS ek, XA “amIARENE R + WOE AR PR FEIE A
A EL R R S R A R TR, R UROR AR

3.1.3. RENIEX PRI AMRTHEER 53 FRIZHLF

Ji R SRR 15 R R SR EUIR S, 2 s R 4E B AR TR IE M B L R 3R . ORI, R SR AN R R
B GROR AR, A SREUEME S AR EHRE ST, TR T L IR 6 A S A TR K IR T i R R
FIGTEATT, RIS AN [ 2 OTR 2 bR 248 PR P 22 S Ak RS A T (23] WL ST B, A% ol 2 1 TG
Ca (PRKCA/PKCa) HL B2/ NBRAEIS 10 Wb, I ik 12 1 Waid 420 18 2 i 89 72 4 401t (tumor-initiating
cells, TIC)[ BT HAEST; WU “HA - HWE-PKCo-1R24F ((EZR)” {555, %15 5 Hhid@id 5 5k
WA ES 5 AWM S JAA O AT Ee, O TIC HIRFEHTRE ) J CRC k& fH 8L ¢
BHLH, RS S AT BRI TIC A S RIME R R S

3.1.4. SR HER =) E B R0 Beher 4 a1 7E RO {E ML

PEARIE, %14 (reactive oxygen species, ROS) M IRELa 7] 155 [ Wi [24]. WFFTIESE, T i BEls nl it
6 240 L PN 3 1 SEU(ROS) I B 2R B, 1T ROS BRARAMN 2175 S IR 4 At N3 20RAS SRR e | Wi 2
[25]; 3XFh “SAANROE - BWR” BIHREIBON, AT BE 2 e A R PR S B R, R B R A
[26]o UbAb, WIS AT A S SR 56 S RE S A R EFZ . Min Liu SE[27] IR FUR I, e i
IH77 BRGL Aldid B/ A WSS/ T(ATG7, AMBRAL, Wipi2) (it et |k R4 i
WO 5 1 B e DUE AL S 5 2, — 5 T ) S RO 2 RE Ao BE 0, g — 7 T 38 5
FEAHINLHI T BE, B SEIUN 85 #0E S CRC & J HIXCEE S, A Jos BIL ik Rt Sk ok e o A UK o

3.1.5. EME¥RE)HIEMN RN /T SHHETE TigE R E % FhE A iEE a sE R

PRI R 38 R TR 9 AR 18 2B 1A [ 3 (unfolded protein response, UPR)F 2 1% 7 CRC H97 FE iE
FRE G R A, IS CRC 28 B Wk IR0 A 2 M FE oL % DIAR DG [28] B FER A, 7 i BEHR
fERT CRC 4iiMu)5, mIRZEE TN MRSIEIEEGE UPR ig, HAUIEETKREE la (Inositol requiring
enzyme 1 alpha, IRE1a){E 5 14r S MEBUE B IE S 2 (2 2F CRC 40 B Wi 5 31K B 243 HLiI [25]; #0HIA
J W S8 AL IS SR 1o (Endoplasmic reticulum oxidoreductase 1 alpha, EROIL) RJ B 4% i & P4 Jii /X 5 i (ER
stress), £ 4 B 4H [ IS 0 2P R A B GIBC A T B TR R O B B F AR 4 EROLL BB [m] Tt
5 ER M T ARIBCA N, AT b R B - TP, R s T MR N [29] . A, A
5T %M (dehydrodiisoeugenol, DEH) A il i fist & UPR 38 2% 155 CRC 4 A& A= P J5t W0 238, 3 17 38 5 30
PERK 1 IREla 7; 315 5 BWRIGTE, & %255 CRC AMMSE T #2[30]. kB Fisies, W
5 R R AT T 4% UPR OGBS 5 BB 0s B e, 21/ 3 CRC 4SBT, A CRC MFE AT $2 4t 1
TRAE > T3 A

3.1.6. EMEET I DNA G ESHIERWERAREY, FSMEBERATEEIREX

Mk F EAEZH I DNA 50518 B i BEAL R ST S T, ERSHETS BRI DG 7 7 7 B iy, 36
BHAREAATE . PRI IEDI ARG E, B G X DNA 10477 AR o) e X AL BOR R #4L [31]. A BT FLRM,
R E WS ELE S 5 A MES R RO DNA Sifidhdh e il 1 IEI R &Y(TOP1co)fiE R, 2k
FEIE E WE AL AL DNA $R 75, X — I Rk ou % B, IRl AR D A2 T (e i3 52 TOPL il 51 (7
SRR YT I 45 B B I T R AR AR i 50%. DRI, B e R 42 1 Wk (a4 o e e A i 1 R ) T
HI 55 DNA $R 1B = Re /s, SE9m IR 4RI ) T 38U, D9 CRC ifyT S il 5ms
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32. BERAEREGEMENLXESEARPIER R L LN

FEJRE A PG IR B, 8 W 3k PR ST e 0 i o W T LS e AR A A R A i ) A R
TR e, TR I T DA e R A B TE L (3 B g, DT 0 4 B 1 DA R S o 44 B 24 1
S5 80 R [ 32 e [32]

3.2.1. BRE{R IR 4 pa L FF Fn A

H W2 —Fh B BRI R, el I A R DD R O I A PSR AN A SR SRR, SREUE SR TR e
AR R R, DAGERFAI I Py R S AR RE RN . FEBRE R LN A REREE N, [ M AT AglA
DR 2 IR 4 B ) — Il B PR AR AL, D B AT TR AR PR AR AN AR K B 7R 108 TR A RE & [4] . 7E CRC 5§
SEARSE Y, WA 3 AR 2 B4 S T~ 1a (hypoxia-inducible factor-1 o, HIF-1a) i 35 40 i
PG PEARiE, SREAN 1 HIF-1a 755 TR RE FWE, AT 4% i e A 2 DA ZE 75 8 B 118 N R0 40 B 3t J
[33]. MkAh, EMEREUEINT 2R Ras BRah1 CRC MR M E K 2 CHE B, MRHMIF AR, Ras JR3) 1
YRR AIAFIE 75 W, T RAS W2 S ECE A0 B E AU DA R T A R R BN [4].

3.2.2. BEEAFITHEBMEMEMNER. B

TER BTN R I R, b6 4 i 06 2502 0T 22 A8 PRI O R B AT FRBEREAS & I kiR, fEIX 2, H
Wk TR e A0 HLAE LS A N RS, NIRRT . WA — Fh 4 i A 42 o 48 24 R e PR
PORLE,  Fefs A5 B R 40 B A S TR A R B RE A R ) N AAE . I E WO R, R 4 A nT AR 4
WP ANREE, DASCRe GRS KA B, b B 1A) 78 i 4% 4k (epithelial-mesenchymal transition, EMT)
HERAER VI RIC R, &L FE LS MR A% .. #2 EMT R4S MR RE ), IRRRE
FE EREMBE RN, OFuhed, AR TR R (— R E i) mTOR #41 71A0 B W% F770) 1) CRC
YR, YU T 1) B WRBIE R AT DL AR 2R AT R I I EMT F5 B4 13K 55[33].

3.2.3. BEEEFITHE AR MR Zh 1t

VAR 2 A 6P SIS PR — oI N 1 B, FEAE i A0 R A 7 24547 7% 49 P a5 b 47 OG5 A £
A7 23T Los i A RS AR 5 S IR A At T, (BKEAR B T R 29 3G 4ii i sk = 6, i
IR 2 i W] A 22 24T 25 1 (multi-drug resistance, MDR) [34]. 2% g 40 it I A 7 25 W i Mo i, | W
N Fh o A B R, P I o A D IR 4 b R &, A B RO, AT 5 Bk R 3 [35] .
5- 98 IK I IE (5-Fluorouracil, 5-FU) &I PRiG YT CRC LGS T 452 —, {H 5-FU KINGIT AL )R BR 14,
BTG 205 A A R ek R 24 o 245 4 £ HE BT B2 B . Manzoor S [36]25 HTTE 7845 1Y, 5-FU AbFEAE S| K — R4
LI E RSO, 0% LC3-11, SIRTL 8 HIREH, IS ERE CRC 4l &Pz B, MA S
TR 5-FU MR 251 . BTFLRET, 222505 LR e 14 (MAPK14/p380) 5 5 it B s AT 15 5 240 ffd £
PPEE L, TS5 5- R I RE (5-FU) 5 6 7. 85 BERT 45 TV T 1 4 B B 1 RUURE[37]
3.24. HENSHNBELEFESBIEMERELER

B BT 53015058, B WGE nl s R T E S i MR e RS . BRI, B
CXCL1 fiFik el CRC Mfyiki®, MifEABEWRTESH], SI0ERSH ISXFHGEIER; #—2h
HilAHE, CXCLL nlidid H WA 31 FZHFUH AR A48 | 25431 (major histocompatibility complex class
I, MHC-1)B#fig, {2t CRC fikik, X478 CXCLL A H N CRC Sy inyT T AL M.
4. INGFNFRER

CRC & — Al BRI Bl N A0 R BGER BB B MR, Rl 2RO ARG, JFdarr.
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FEFRVRYT BRI RO B T B SR, Hh 00 S DRI e B DA R i A7 AR T 25 I 5, AR TR
PIAEAE . BWEAE CRC MIA SR SRy A SEAE . — 7T, Al 2 45 4 R A 2410 i g ik i 5
3 TT T, AR RE S AT R A SR A A R IR 2 I, HAE AL R B R 3L BORERIR
& BARTT T TR

HEEAE CRC TR “fefd” 55 “4” XEIhRE, HimKHALTR S5 &R . 2770 BB
AL, RIGEhE . DMALRRETE RS . KT A EERGTT, RRBTFTT R UHE: JFR ik
PEE BRI R LT A AR SV B E M RS R AR S T AT IR R A A

E&WE

I R K AR QU QML I ZR 05T H (S202412214008) s i B 4 H SRR 272 4 XIS 45 350 H (2025J070435) 5
IR A A TR (20C1336); 2022 AR = 247 B RHTT A0 P i e il H o

SE
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