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Abstract

Epithelial-mesenchymal transition (EMT) is a core process by which tumor cells acquire invasive
and metastatic abilities, as well as enhanced drug resistance, and it is closely related to the dynamic
regulation of the tumor microenvironment. The components of the tumor microenvironment, such
as tumor-associated fibroblasts, tumor-associated macrophages, immunosuppressive cells, and sol-
uble cytokines, collectively form a “promoting EMT” microenvironmental homeostasis. Metformin,
as a first-line hypoglycemic drug in clinical practice, has recently been proven to have anti-tumor
activity. Its mechanism of action not only directly regulates the metabolism of tumor cells but also
can indirectly inhibit the EMT process by reshaping the tumor microenvironment, providing a new
target for the prevention and treatment of tumor metastasis. This article systematically reviews the
regulatory effects of metformin on the core components of the tumor microenvironment and their
molecular mechanisms associated with EMT inhibition, summarizes current research controversies,
and looks forward to the future, aiming to provide a reference for in-depth understanding of the
non-metabolic-dependent anti-tumor effect of metformin.
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1. 51§

R FE RS e S EURRE R ESET- S BRIA, 1 EMT J& MR R o sh i BL o b 1%, 78 EMT i 2
W, b R R O T Tl - SRR ME RN AR R M4 AE - dM B, R EL AR O T B B R 2B TR I
B FRFETERS, X —TEAR2 S L 4 bs EY0(40 E-cadherin. claudins. ZO- 1)1 [0 il A1) 78 51 41
MbR &) (U0 Neadherin, Vimentin, Fn)FIARIG58AG ¢,  [F0 40T AR 221468 77 DL 240 B i 4K
PURIRE J71858[1] [2]. EMT B AEFEAEMIE LM E 478, 12 2 MR A% (Tumor Microenvironment,
TME) ()4 % 4%, TME 1E Mg 40 fu A= A7 1« 887, s 57 i 0% TGF-B/Smad. Wnt/B-catenin
SETIEE, BRI EMT #R2(3] [4]. —HXUIME NS B RepE 24, O 2 BUNE PR Va7 i B 3T
o IFERAT IR ST ORI, KSR A FEOSUNT R A PR B8 2 eboeg R AR R R 25 BRI, HoMR B e
PR 5 T LGB A SR [5]-[ 7] JESENUHIRT 7T UE S, — B OUNIC AT B A4 1 P g 4 309 4, O o 8 ) it
“IiE” TME, VI EMT B3CRE[8]-[10], X —ARARHK BN & 8T OB i e, HAT, RTH
WU TME Sidiifi] EMT 58— 7 2R %, HEEE “TME ¥ EMT 0”7 thRINLHI R 50045
Pk = o ASCHEISE WO TME 0B IS ER], S EMT il 40 RICEITFERE, N
FOIG R AR LB A .

2. TME 5 EMT HEE/ER: HHIEM

TME 2 i o b 2B AR AR R ), EFREA AR A 5, FIR4aiE S5 TME 2 [8]
(IRFEAN AR AR RR I R A ERE . RS ANXEIRTT (1 S N PR o PEIVE T o JiRE SO B2 2 Hh iR
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p. SRR, ARSI K RTVATE I TR R R RS R G, KA RETRE EMT B3z o
[11], ERAF —FH AR, ST — B OSUIAE FI B 0 A4 -

2.1. EFRABX EMT B9IREh{E R

I8 AH DG B AT 4E A MU (CAFs) & TME Wi £ 5 IR A, BT — ik, M Aa 2 Fia
(A0 FREYE CAF . WUREF 44Nt CAF %5), ThEES 5. CAFs Il 20 TGF-f. AT 4E40 i 4 K K 7 (FGF)
SRR FR0E EMT @6 12]. 24 TGF-p Bk 5 40 M B ¥ 11 8 Je 1 RUZAREE & 5, s 2R A
X (1 22 AR/ R IR A5 M3, BiJS, NUFIIMTE 5 85 Smad2 A1 Smad3 #i4F T IERERR 1L, BERRIL
) Smad2/3 5 Smad4 JERTHIR = RUEE G, HAM BN N, 1R A, 1ZE G UE NS RER T,
B EL A B 5 EMT #0871 SNAIL. SLUG. TWIST Z5){#%iA, X BbiE 5% 1 HE i 7
S5 3 E-SREOEE RS X, MHI S, R4 SRR DhRee e, k3 EMT #EFE[13].
5L FEE, 75 TME 4, CAFs 43l [ 2 FhHE i 4 )8 25 IR0 MMP-2. MMP-9)ili i PR 5 4FiE &
S AL RSy, AU TR T e 7 B ER AR, T SRR A RE V) BRI 1 T ECM i3
RAKE T, Bl EGF, XLl B 5 i AR K PR B o e Ho A, T b R 4B fEE 11244, J8id MAPK/PI3K
SNHE TEE, 5 TGF-AESWMEMERA, 1Bt — 5 EMT 28 14].

2.2. BN EFRIK EMT BiE#E

FIEM A 22— Pl 22 R B = 2R R i 4R R 75 S R, BT R B IhRERE N “E”
TESNAR IR L5 2, AT I ARG 5. 0. I RIThRE, RRE RS iRk
AR OCHE . AR, fEBEP[15], IL-6 524645505 JAK/STAT3 {5 5% 5, STAT3 Akt
NI, e T B B SNAIL. TWIST 538k . fEUEER16], TL-8 il 540 i b1
Rt G A2 CXCR1 B, CXCR2 454, W& N Wnt/B-catenin il i, X —iF it P28 150 i
& N EEE-38 (GSK-38)Ki%, GSK-38 K15 FEL f-catenin 032 IR FEMR, NTIAEMR P2 e Bt
GINZ, EAIRL A, B-catenin 1E AR FILBUER T, 5 TCF/LEF KRR H 456, #MmEs—#
F15 EMT. SR8 FEAE S RERE R IA . IL-10 1B N —FPam AU P F e e i) oy 1, FEL@d “Ho
F27 R oA B I e e 4E RO IR E R GE), AE 0 — R AN AR T, iR A EMT
FEFF . IL-10 J@id JAK2/STAT3 {5 51@ B2 TAM HIZEEER M2 M4k, AAbi) M2 8 TAMs S AT 433 TGF-
BB Smad 1B 5 3 EMT A% O R F[17]. 25 EFTR, IL-6. 1L-8 % IL-10 j@id % JAK/STAT. Wnt/s-
catenin. TGF-f/Smad &5 ICH8 5 588K, FEMIR AL AL il — AN RTINS, B EARS) b 2 - 18] pad%
FEFP o X BRI TR e B8 M SE 5 IR S Pk 0 (A% O 2, LR T D ERAT TR N S A B 9RE 1) 2
2 E R R T RSN

3. Z B SR BB B e 42 B 43 B VR AE

P OBUICAN S 3 B A e AR M e, R T MR OS] EMT 3R e
b, HORUNGHET ZHE R ZAERLITER, S ORI A B R R AR 2 1R AR AR, R aE b
T S A SRR MRS o XSS U3 e 20 L AR 2R PR AL SR AL 1 T A M B

3.1. EREREEEEIERREE

£ TME 1, CAFs. TAMs VLA HoAth G 4n i id i &2 2% g i I8 AAR TS 5 IS AR ELAE T, 3%
[ et B EMT S RE[18] [19]. 10— F SUIRTEIX 5 T FI/E e A, WFFR, —H XUITAT DL i
i CAFs ISAL, Wb Ho o0 e A2 g IRl -7~ (I TGF-B- 1L-6), Mzt EMT 52 5207 [21]. FE,
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T HORUNGE IR AMPK GRS, D ARSI i, XA AR T TME IARREPIRES, idd it
MR T MO IR M 26, #0i] T EMT i F2[22] [23],

3.2. RN ES R EHFENERMERES

AL, JCH AR LR Wb, 72— FHXUNAYT N 22 50 TME BRI IR ST o LR 2 i 83 241 i
W PR IS A AR I BRI, BT TME AR, SEURHBRMEIASEME R, XA IR —
WARHE T CAFs. TAMs S8 4 M (17540, o 40 fa A+ 1) 0w el 7 EMT RiERE[24]-[26]. —F AL
FTCIE A PR IR, el D LR A P2 A, MM ERAE T TME OARRIRAS, PR T A R B AR I, 1140
#7 EMT BR4A . BAKMI S, —HXUITEE AMPK/mTOR BB G, i 1 LR A IR R 15 i
SR, XS] T TAMs (9 M2 A4k, dbmiissl 7 =50 ) TGF-B %42 EMT A7, #F— D
7 EMT [H#EFE[27]-[30].

3.3. CAFs MR E4mpam E1E

FEZFXARHIVE T, CAFs 5% &40 AR BAR MR A T B2 . — FXUICAUDH] T CAFs
AT AEL 7 A 1) G AT AR R 5 (U TGF-p), R IRt S e 11 FLIR KT, 2 e e 4 (4 TAMs A1 Tregs)
FITHRE[311-[34]. Blan, Js/bFLIRAR 3R BE 064 i e 4 M of Fob R S D (0 VR 0 BE 70 9/ e 200 L F 44
PEM . XA S A RERIAR EL2 A, 3k —Bie/b T TME H i) EMT {25 5(35] [36].

4. ZFAXANBEEFEREAEHIE] EMT 895 FHLE]: 20D iBeg Bk

T HOWAGE LAY TME #I6] EMT, JRAER—ImE/EH, W& 2@ m, % TME i “{¢ EMT
S5 BN “NEMT 557, DUR RS HAZ O T HLH .

4.1. A7 AMPK 55

AMP JEWEE FSEF(AMPK) & — P R = SRR 2 R/ 7 2 B W, Bl o AR S /N5 T
BBy AWM, (EANEERREREAARAS AT, AMPK B30 i 85 5 10 T W A 78 &P 4
AR REZMER, R, A, 2. ARSI BTRNE37]. JEIRIE[38], AMPK A LL
BRI EZH2 (—Fh H3K27me3 HIEHLALBE) LA bR A& A, TN BRER i S B T A: PDHA 45 K 302
AMPK I BEEIRY), HT R IR . 15— D4 B AR A/ B S2 56 H R B [39], — HORUIAT
I EE AMPK 40 mTOR %, HEmiE7S /N BRI TR 2 A R 45 1 4 B PR AIG,  Rg g s AN
EMT /0o 5 4h— 10056 T 5 i S48 e O 92 o R BI[9], — FRRUDIGHR o i/ L4 TL-18 76 P F 48 ik 40
A7 B3R IE DA S TAM TEARSMFIAR Y IRIR AT M2 ARG IR 98 0E,  EmiiiiR 45 4 22386 42 5 ECM
I EMT R 44 G, X SR 50 20 i 1 52 5 = FOBUIOR AMPK/STAT3 J8E% 5 A 6.
MAET 5 A BB 20 b [40], = FXUIR] a1 5 A e 4 i - AMIPK (5 5 A% 3401 178-ME — B
S bRz IR T A

4.2. 3 TGF-p/Smad B : YIEELR EMT 55

TGF-f/Smad {5 58, MM+ — 2k mERFHIE 5 Figt, B 22 5 RS 721
A WAL AN AR R, BRI A E . AR RBOR T MAER IR SRS R
A SR ERE M. ERET, TGF-p #isE SR t, EF Mg R 1, RN
et iR R AR N 1, FEEMREEE, 4RI AEXF TGF-p HAE RSN L1, BERT, @4
MEEAI M TGF-p 15 5 RALHE LBz - BBt HEORIRIRAE S« 5 T L AR N ) G e 2, AT i it
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b8 (1 A% AN G 2 B3 (4110 CL 0 TGF-p {7 5% 5 7T B S DY 7 (13255, 445 SNAIL. TWIST A1 ZEB,
X L LS K7 /2 EMT SRR B AT IR 7 [42]. BEFUREE, TEBEARE T, —HFQUIGEL R PANC-1
Y0 ) Smad JBESFI T I BxPC-3 4 Akt/mTOR &2 K404 TGF-4, %55 EMT [2]. TGF-p, 155
& F AR TN STAT3 7 3 WS 5 -2 g 1 i e 25 DD AH %, W& ER 1) STAT3 RIE SAE A 1 i sk A1,
Wi BB S SNAIL ()53 T X454, STAT3 MRIAREE15S EMT [43]-[45]. 7ERT SRR 70 &
T gk A B A vy T R TR 78 R AE AR B (IN-ES R B . R D RIKE, I R B bR S
(B-E5 R EE (1), 10— FFOSUNCRT DAY S5 X Ah i AR A, 3X— R BS54 3 S ATk 7 B A4 40 i 51 e 4 4SS 78 0
P CWR22Rv1 SRS /N BB /3 — 8, ax — 1R F ML I #01) TGF-p) A1 STAT3 B Sk L3l
[RI[46]. i AR, £E T, = FXUIAT ] B e 4t TGF-4, /-5 1) SNAIL Al TWIST
Fak AN AT R 28471

4.3. BIFIELRED RNA: RIZEEER EMT HE

miRNA & —24E44f% RNA (Non-Coding RNA, ncRNA)/> F[48], & 18~23 NMEIERE, L 55
{8 RNA (mRNA)Z5 &, (A5 mRNA [ m 8 o iR e, NI R eI GE . i
T2 AR PR R B R R A S5 VE I [49]. BRI Z AT 388 7 miRNA 75 56 5% b (1) B
FEH50], H R 75 miRNA 4R & A ——[SNAIL/miR-34]:[ZEB/miR-200]/& EMT it F2 (4% 0> 1
BRG[51] [52], 1EH TGF-p HFMIANLGEIEAMME R SW480 F1 HCT116EMT ARk BL[53], *T
[SNAIL/miR-34]:[ZEB/miR-200] R %t, £ TGF-p %31 EMT B8, —HOUTHE I miR200a. miR-200c Fl
miR-429 7K, &K miR-34a. SNAIL-1 Al ZEBI [fi7KF, FB] —FXUITAT LAYESS B 1) EMT i f2
HAT[SNAIL/miR-34]:[ZEB/miR-200] RSt XL ) Y717, XA 5 44 b Sk 7 EMT #II0N,  7AE4H MR A4
AP L XA HIR I EMT 2 B/M 2458 40 M T E 3 . 76 SR € 20980 [54], miR-5100 #E 7] SPINKS
WOE STAT3 BERAGIEHE EMT Moy 4l e, 1 — FOSUITAT 45 31| miR-5100/SPINKS/STAT3 if i,
HIg AT C57 /N B16-F10 ARG . 55 A B 7R — FOXUNE S 815 miR-663 ] DNA
FISEAL 05 EMT, 3400 7 A Je 40 M %o 75 G At 5 ) AL A AR I [ 551

5. ARMREFIN
5.1. —HANANGREEO)RE : {&IMSLLE vs EIBFEERE

KEARIMIF TR T RS = RS BR AL, 8 25909 B & 48T mM 22 (W1 2~50 mM),

32 v I A R 24 i Ak P AT I 81 P I 24 94 3 5 1T B 1 IR (2500 mg/ ) FEJFFIE N VR 5 492 50~100
umol/L, {E#NE I I B AR (2 10~40 pmol/L) [23][56] [57]. X —IREZE TR VF 2RI KPR
BB AT e RAAEAEAR FAROC 26 A N I, AT T e sl 1 = XU G R E . AHLEZ R, —SSa/fF 5T 46
KA ERAE A OGHRE” SRRt ) inF B ik 7 = F XU (=250 mg/ HE & & G IR R 11 1
TRIE HOUL SR ) 1 R G A B ) L Gm AR VR (Wi B 4. T 40, EMEGHMIRIE) [58] [59]. XK
WA BRI R, ARG TR g 7 AT S AR . BRI, RSN SIS BT FIAL B 7L
AT S 2 50 FH 0 N PR I 24 9 P58 5 1 ) S, AR/ A P AR 7 22 S S L AR R AP 20 R 4 e ) 4

5.2. TME R EE RIS 4%

TME 5 &2 4%, —HXUIN CAFs. TAMs. 4UfRFrAEHAER D, HAE RS A H. 5]
W, E AR A, OO TAMSs 135 1F 56 5835, T 7E FLARIE SH X CAFs 4% 5 2 8E[60] [61],
X PP 2 S T SRR A DS, TR A
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53. MEEREBERE

il PR S8 S ARRE R R 1) TME S5 A7AE 22 5%, — WO 2 75 32 B /P52 2 ek, —

HXUISATT « BRI T RGN, RS TME il EMT 2082 H AT T e,
(b Z I

6. Lit5RE

ZRERrIR, = WU 2 IR A 58 LA b Rz - Ta] A8 AL LD, Loy FL g RO fr) B 2 —

o ZZWIRES BN AN S R AT 4R AR AT AL . Y S R O B —— RS AT M2 L R A 5 B
SHML AL Bl VR T SHM IR, R 24 TR R 4 i DR A, AT 22 4 2 D) B R T 45
HOKZ EMT [OCER(E 5 2%, X — RGUMEAE FINLHIARAL T = HOXUN T 78 0 B fR, o 56T
Jo A ST VR I A TR TT SRS AR AL 7B I B AR 5 T TR o A AR SR MR A B N I PR RS 2R R
NVEAL /N R (G PBMC AJ§4k. PDX BEAY), B6AE — HIXUANLE “ A3 TME” WRIPERT, RHLHIBF 7T IR
BEREREAERI 7 1
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