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Abstract

Regenerating Islet-derived Family Member 4 (REG4) is a secretory protein that belongs to the cal-
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cium-dependent C-type lectin superfamily. It is expressed predominantly in normal gastrointesti-
nal tissue and is mainly involved in mucosal protection, proliferation, and differentiation. Recent
studies have revealed that REG4 is significantly overexpressed in colorectal cancer, where it plays
a critical role in tumor cell proliferation, apoptotic evasion, invasion, metastasis, chemotherapy re-
sistance, and the maintenance of stem cell properties by activating multiple key signaling pathways.
This review systematically describes the molecular structure and biological functions of REG4, an-
alyzes the regulatory mechanisms of its abnormal expression in colorectal cancer in detail, and fur-
ther explores its molecular mechanisms that promote tumor malignancy through pathways such as
EGFR/Akt, MAPK, and STAT3. Additionally, this article highlights the tremendous potential of REG4
as a novel biomarker for the diagnosis, prognostic assessment, and therapeutic prediction of colo-
rectal cancer, as well as the latest research developments regarding its role as an innovative thera-
peutic target. Finally, we discuss the challenges faced in current research and prospects for future
translational medicine, aiming to provide new theoretical foundations and strategic directions for
precision medicine in colorectal cancer.
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1. 5|

45 H W% (Colorectal Cancer, CRC) & 4> Bk il P # i IL H B 2847 8 1 4 IR i g 2 —[1] . 3l 4F
K, REIMRFFEREAR . WS TT 7 MR TT RIS 7R EIE, AR R ST 202 S
MEA T FER R B, AR R AR R ST, SR R s EM 5 G
TR R, N TS A I PR TS EL A B A 3 S A

FE FE K] (Regenerating Gene, REG)Z J %, i1 (41 REGla. REG1S. REG3. REG4 %5)7E b iz 4 i F Ak
ot f kR A EEAER[2] [3]. REGA 1EA—FE B i e s vk e v ik I B 2 S 80
DiRe /e o, Koo i H e ™ 2. 18 BRI R I 3 BRI T 1R W 0 IS ) 2 P 3l 2 A A
IR R, 5 S0t 0 UE S AR 45 B W 55 2 PV A0 T e b S W 0E SRR S IR BN R o 1) S oy
TR SR, AT SO G T OB, A miBRAT 1 I s R S HLHR M R . Bk,
REG4 I EAMANE I Z AR R4 ok e A, A S0 RIS 58 B NS AIFE KRS E, X MRA F R
T %F REG4 {2l kG B bT o LIk, MEN—Fh il a1, &1 REGA R ) 2540 T R THI I ¥ 35 1
AR, AFEUAT A M A B T RE . SO R IL - W9 HIUCRE MR T ORI 45 2 B R, ARV A R B 28R
G, RE REGA HIE N MIEF AR EY, AN AR ZAsE A R, SRR MU, &
WHE SR T 6 % 5, S EES A LA R LU S IR IRHET . ASCBE RS REGA 545 B KAEK
JE s e, A R EIRROOHEN,  DUNZ S LR R S IR A TR RS T ) S5 1A

2. REG4 BYIhgERRIAR

N REG4 JEHfLTHetafk 1p12, HAwtSma A2 >t 158 NSRRI R 7 WA R 2 1 4L [4]
[5]. ZEABE —METI. —MRFH C RBHER IR 2 R . o, C BB R4,
eI RE AR S 0 VR 0l O 45 5 40 R T O WE 48 0 (R BR S IE T 3R R 1 R M), Tk — 22N S0 - 4a i
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KA - BLJ5IR) (A BAE F 515 5% 2[6]. 1T REGA N2l iy s — RIAE 2 Rk, LA
NIERAE I REMI S5 ST

FEIEHABARAT T, REGA B A1 T 15 Wil (WM 5 45 g PR IR0 AN QAR ) < i 91 i e B e
Mk e gy, HRIAZIHLE RN, DU IHE SRR VEDIRE: GRS el b s a8 5E 5 ]
R TR SEIRN B (R 5B A, T BOE ST T DR T IR . RS SR At S
SR B 5 E AR R L S DRE; DAL AT BE A Bl LS ek 1A 5 R [ A e e A 55 . AR
M, fEMRER A RE T, XA RIS PUR TR IR A B+, SELIhRE R RIS, i
Il R B BERE[7] [8].

3. REG4 fE45 AR P IR IASFAE

KEIGRFEAR TR, @i i AU LR 586 E & PCR (Quantitative Real-time polymerase
chain reaction, QRT-PCR) 2 & [ 5 E i S 5 ARAG I, REG4 1F 45 B e 4120 rh 15 (A% 4 % 1R (Messenger
RNA, mRNA) 5 & [ £ IA /K14 5 3 i 1 55 I W A s I 41 1. (Hik NMEAEERZ, REGA Imk
EHAEB S A0, TS — RYICEI B RE 2 V)M OC[9]. BN, HRIEKF 5HLUMEFRE & £
HIZE, AR R LI PR R 5 s JEH, REGA R RIE 58 TNM 2 (N/IV ). R
T e A R (R ) BT 6 78 5 IR #5) 52 W0 38 IEAH 9% o 28 LTIk, 454 2 10 ml vk iff 72 8F— 2B AIE 52, REG4
B IE R TR B R AR S T A AP IR R ST R R R, B T A U VR A bR S v
FEME[10] [11].

4. REG4 TE 4% R E

REG4 fE45 il F I A H IS 2 — N L2 PR, ZRRMEIRIERE, ZENFRKT . R AL %
T 33 e LR 45 22 A J2 T PR 3 T

4.1 HBEFRKEER

YUMLIR T WA E&-6 (Interleukin-6, 1L-6). [14r%-22 (Interleukin-6, 1L-22), @il ¥#i% JAK/ISTAT3
K, BOEUERAL BT STATS Rraiftl, (HHIEMR BRI NG Mk, 211 B 456 2 REGS
JAENF X1 GAS Jufh, AURS) REGA ¥k s R 3 2 —[12]. 1fii AP-1 JULE A P [F] 4 Dh R [13]:
1 c-Jun Fl c-Fos ZH ) AP-1 # 5 [R 7 AW /Em B AE K R 7 (W0 EGF). MR IEE 5 /5, HEEg A
REG4 B3 T IX1, 5 STAT3 WhA i 7 it 58 REGA [ 5: . b, GATA K1 (1 GATA4 Al GATAG)
TEPAIE R B Fe o b v B R I [14] [15], Ese3 5 REGA Rk .

4.2. RYBLEE

TEIER AT, REGA JH 3T X 3 2w B RS, HFRIAZ; MrES i, Xk
A NS LI, YLt R A NI ICRAS, (BT R 1456 SR A REE, i E RS REG4
Fiko [\, HEAE W H3K27ac) th Al il iR Je i 454, F— 2520 REGA FEH (1) w] etk 5
A [16].

4.3. HBRFEERT

R RNA (microRNAS): 41 miR-24. miR-16 F1 miR-203 %%, # il sl iF 52 fE % 41 [ 45 & REG4
MRNA 1] 3-JEFE X, 51 & mRNA B s 340 . XL miRNA E45 b R BRI, HRIARES
(2 T REG4A & A1 L R[17] [18].
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5. REG4 fE&AE R BI 5> FHLH
5.1. REG4 {Ritt A R ETE R 9 FHLE

REG4 5e4% U IR S0 Ty RE A BX 50 fit 88 4 i Py 0 PR 386 5 5 7 e s R B P8 T2 79 [19] . X —ThRedk) ™
2N FEEEIS EOE EGFR/PISK/AKt [20] [211E 5 Rk Seil, H AT aF S EA R E T v ie gt 7S+,
EARIER T E R . REGA 1ERN—F b & (A, nlIE 5400 3R 1 10 B B 2 Bk 2 & A 30 (i
Glypican-3)8lkiE ) G & A (GPCRME EL/EH, LAURAHIE 7 XS EGFR IR A TR
o WEALE 1 EGFR HE 48 S5 0E W AR LEE 3- (PI3K), LA sl —f51F PIP3, J5& 554 Akt
Y R T R AL 1T 5 A B - AL Akt (p-Akt) B BEBR L T WY, B — AN 2 BS54
35 _F AN A A (1 D1 (Cyclin D1)LLINGE G1/S #i#4 4, i Bad. Caspase-9 %8 18 (1 136 M LA
BELIST 40 M P8 T2 e A0S mTOR @i, drififeidt & i & RS 4R K. T X —@grmiE, £
etk AN S B MTHBAIE SE T REGA % EGFR/PIBK/AKL 1355 () Fe s VE Fl S LI BE J5 5 . (E SRRl
R, ) L B A R BE B R 4K REGA I RIAFT IR RIS — WL B At T 7EMAIE S -
SR, TENRIGRFEARM i, SR EW—E RN 280 HRIE REGA mRILE p-Akt [22]/K-FFt+
EATTE R 3 IEAE DG, (HIFARFTA B RIS, SRR O sl b AT E B T RS 5 . H
BT, MARA A )M RIRE BT ® REGA S5 QSR R, (HAIHAEN “ 3B 8 “ME—" Hl
IR LR PRS- T IR ANIR DA 1], R, EGFR/PISK/AKE 15 S 4 I BUE M N5 REGA (2145H 5
U TAR FH AR COLHI[23], B3 b VARG A 1 42 19 4% R i PR — S50k O B AR AT T it — 2D e 3

5.2. REG4 Rt &R E# B 2 THLEI

R - R AGEMT) 2 e A SR 1T /% S5 1R 22 Re JI I OGP IR, 1 REG4 #IESE 2 EMT A 805
SH0[24]. HHUHEER K. REG4A it % MAPK/ERK 1 NF-xB %545 5B, 31 &K% EMT fr&)
(R IEHE—— T L bR S (0 E-45 25 ), RN AR bR EY (0 N-A5 B R . IR A fer %
HH). XA PEURMME R ZAMMIAERS ERt:, S HERNIEE) S5R2EE 7). 1LA, REG4 i
A AE A RS R SRR AR R A R (MMPS) 31K [25] [26], 8 55 Je 41 i et I 6 -5 41 it &1 32 J57 1)
file SIZIEEE ST, Ml R 2E IR (1 5 342 28 S b 55 F% . 9% T REGA 155 EMT ML SGAE, B IEHE
SEIELFIEST M, BRAEER 5T 502 R BN R SLIR T, REGA it FIX B /MFAL#E RE
fipfase H B S MAPK/ERK 5 NF-xB B#[27], FEERE LR EMT dr &Rk e [28], X —
SERIELZ WM PSR EE . R RRREE T, B F IR (a0 fl ] ERK B NF-«B il 771) o]
AR ANH REGA WRah IR R 22 5 R, NRIMLHITRAE T EEMEARSI R R, EARIERA
LA Hrh, REGA KI5 5 EMT brEM(n E-45%5 5 1 25 2R) AR S 1 B8l 52 1B ARG, HR B AE AN
WHFCBAS A P2, SR e B SO R R T e R B . BT, MR I EES
REG4 25 EMT A HIAH R IE, (HXT HAERE & 7 7 WA Bk Fe R Borb i £ SRR, 075 0K
PRI 2208 BRI AR ERAE 5T 0 DA B

6. REG4 B LB EITIRR

REG4 (1735 RN 4 pfee it LL 59 R NE (5-FU) AN BLVD RS OM AR 1) AL T 2540 2606
NPT 24 R O< 8 70 T SRS 3R [27] [29]. Hi 25 HLBIM S T — RS 2R PORIE R R 5 MK
FERM)Z M, REGA I 5 HAFRIE 2RSS &, FrEkiil UL AKUMTOR % L ORI AE A5 58, ki
i Bax/Bak S 128 IS AL, IF LIRPURT- & Bel-2 5 XIAP [I3&iL, A RS i) 245917
FRLRRR T840 . EMIE R BUEE T, REGA il FWL L H e & Wnt/-catenin {55 i # 152 X
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XFiE[30], 3 L CD133. CD44. &&= EEFHIN G FEEEZIA 5 (Lors)5s £ Fhiiie T-41 i
(CSC)FrEMMFRIB[31]-[33], 1Rt HA B B IR T H e 115 RKIRZ W HMIEE e CSC EHFY 1, b i A4 2
B & ATT IR EE S MR A v . AL, FENIEOE N Z T, REG4 T RS AMPK/ULKL B W JE 318
PE[34], PRI M AW I TR B, 3095 40 M B S 7E LT TR ) T I8 I s PRS2 40 AN M 28 S 4R R e B AR S T A7
o R Z AL 2 8] BEAFAE A E R BRI EE——Bl i1, REG4-Akt {55 AT —D ok A Mg %, 1M
CSC WPH S ARI H 5 i 1 1 W Bt 7K ~F , DT T s M ARG B — S i) 55 Sl AR PO i 24 P9 6% o 1 DR G b, REG4
545 i A7 T 24 R 4 AN ol Bk 1) 2 PR AL A €, LThRE BT TR Tk . 4 A v 4 e S N
TERNEZANMEY) SRR, MRRCT IGRI 25300 5 1) S SRR, BARA SRR IR 2, {H REG4 1E
I A HE (I SE R AN 2, SCERATT I AT 908 B AT SR AT B 3

7. REG4 Mo B EFE (TME)

REG4 JEI H 55 705 5%, 1EMRI A BE(TME) i T — AN 2 4l i b [ 1 S e AR SRR AR 2SS
HAZ PR B A = B & 1A R

71 EREFTYEE

REG4 il s B R 20 M 1) JAK/STAT i, IKaNH ) M2 il R AUMAL, A b K SRR -
1 (Arg-1)H1 /> %-10 (Interleukin-10, 1L-10)%% f 2 $0HI PA 5 (1) 238 o I f 3% 8 g A2 AN LA 1) 7 40 7 1k
T MR (CTL) MGG S IR, s 1o BV 1 H 1) 40 B (MDSCs) 554, TR T 2 2 4 1) S s 4]
JER, DT 28 450 1 I 4 45 P e 1) 2 iR a8 IR 25 [35] [36]

7.2, FEIMESE RYEE

REG4 il #5%K FEVA B S T 1 W3 o (HIF-1a)FIFaEML, 5S8R AEK T (VEGF). Bt
BT Y40 M AE K R T (DFGF) & 8 1 A8 AR IRl F iRk o X — I FEAUERE T CD3 1+ Py B 4 349 5 5 7
JEs T i, B 3 A O A L 4 i R/ Tie2 (Angiopoietin/Tie2) = 54, 515 T M #7&% (vasculogenic mimicry)
GERI PR AR[37] [38], AT EESL 1 e B o M 5 ] B 0 iR I A5 I 25, SRy e () Ak A S AR AL T A
il

EAEENRZ, XWMPUER RS B A A8 O g M2 Y [ 40 i 7 45 8 25 o 42 )& 25 1 I8l
(MMPs) E 41 fu 4D RS0, B [ 3 A A Bl 170 39 2 48 SO@ it 0 WA Ak 2R K K -8 (TGF-B) 55 A3t
— R RN BT . X R I IR R, REGA A8 40 i 55 A e 20 43 (1) SRS
SHXAL, RGMEHHES) TME [ e i) 508 5 52 7 m s [39] [40].

8. REG4 FI{EAL W B 7l e £ s E4
8.1. {ERELEYIFREY

T G H 2= (IHC) R T TF- R B A AR A R 1 REG4 B2 AFRIE, CLRBCNITAS IR B S 5 TS
PP EEFE R . HERIA AR IR KRS 7> B3t 70 E 5, A B TR 75 8252 R4 Bhis o7 1) & e i
[41]

8.2. {EARMEEIIIRED

525 T REG4A [y b5, B RERS MR B ML . WF RS, 45 B i B i vh i) REG4 W
B TR AR R e o g [42] [43]. R, [MiE REGA A5 ¥ iU — A AER NP2 Wi fa
b, JCHAEBE G R R (CEA) IS 3T 19-9 (CAL19-9)2 4% Gibn EMRG IS, 7T 3 242 = 12 W (UK
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Moo TEIT AR MANTUS VRS 7T, ShASIBER LT REGA /K-FA By T SLm HIBHE YT IR B A BURIT I
BEH AP TR, T ZKP BRI T WIS R i 5 Bt Fg [44] o IBAbh, VRIT RTELE I FR 2R LTS REGA /K-
WEIE S TR 388 TiE AN B AT fE 6 R 2K .

9. &t

25 LTI, REGA TE4: e K AR R R h i s XA, HIhge O — D Raif §is 2 1
AR N Z DIRE R EUE IREN R 7o BB S — 1 LL EGFR/PISK/AKL A%, 34 MAPK. STAT3. NF-
kB SAE T HIRBEM LG, EIHEAIIEEE . W LR BEGEMT). $#5. T 40 bE Ik 4 5 AT #E
PUEEZ B LE 2EAT b AR AR

IXEEHLHI AR T REGA 1N EH BT ALY br S TL O M 2 TR ERME, BAILEH
PRI T 0IRITRE R, DARE TR REGA AARIMIHT 1, SR 22 i 225 e A 5% 7% 55 it 243 7 T RO 7
BT I S R

SR1MT, X REG4 FIHE 4L THID B B, St I ME REGA B I R (5 54% S A4 75 Zk— B 7,
F By [ A AR RE V2 WG T 7 THI T8 A1 R0 R R A, 5 ST VR NI U HE Bl 1 3 SRR 50 R SR A I AR 1)
A, BN G T RS T BT SR AT A BRI AR T T B

B oW
ARRSCHIMRISE R, BEATFARZI RS SRS ISR SR D, fEL, FRIEF LS
.

o, RS R IR, B R S IR AT K A S T 2 R 7 R B DL
R SAEMUN A R T T RO S S R R L. TR KA ISR SR S . RIS
BRI Sy UL R IR G BT R RS o, A2 288 5. fELk, IR I RIEBIR VI 1 -

JRUHHF A AR IR T H X AT A B B (0 H g5 . 2023J350297) 0 B BH 7N B 2R B it
M R AF R 6 53R IR BT o0 Bt i R AE—— 42 LT K 5 A A1

5 JE B RN . pubmed 25 3 A A 75 £ 22 DRI (o0 1L 58 13 1 A0 75 A il 4 B I SC B 44 17 S R
B, IR SCE BRI IR 56 B -

AT RSB TR, HET N ARG, KR frEmi S ARz, RiE&ER.
EEE LR IE .

ELmEB
WA E SRR 4 0 H (20231350297)
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