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Abstract

Aortic dissection (AD) is a severe cardiovascular emergency characterised by rapid onset and ex-
tremely high mortality. Its pathological mechanisms are complex, involving multiple aspects such
as structural disruption of the vascular wall and cellular dysfunction. Vascular smooth muscle cells
(VSMCs), as the core functional cells of the aortic vascular wall, have been demonstrated to undergo
a phenotypic switching (from a contractile phenotype to a synthetic phenotype), which constitutes
a key pathological mechanism in the development and progression of aortic dissection. This paper
reviews recent research literature to outline the latest advances in investigating the role of vascular
smooth muscle cell phenotypic conversion in aortic dissection, thereby providing a robust theoret-
ical foundation for the treatment and research of AD.
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1. 5|

F Gk JZ (aortic dissection, AD) 2GR 1 —Fh 2 fEEE, &2 H T 2 FhR 208G B 3 sk A 555
S E R, TS 2 B A IR A, I U B Y RO 8 BN 8 1Y B kB SR R
SBR[ EGW AN, KBRS MRATEAR . MR E) )5 R R SR R N AE & AD R AE R HEL
WEII[2]. Ak, MRk 2 MR FLUESE, VSMCs RALUHEALAE AD B BRZERE R 355 120 AE R3], iX—
P AE Bh ke T A 5 L Ath O TS s TR AR 2 1) 2 BRAIE[4]

IEHAEFUREST, BA&REAM VSMCs £/, VSMCs LIIRZER M N T, Fik a-FIEIIEIE A
(a-SMA). ~FIE IR E A E5E 11 (MYH11). WLshE A4 & 5 B (SM220) 55 bR 5, Az L DRe2
YERR I 7K /1 551 [5] o T ML A 453 4 O AR S AR RIS E R, VSMCs 22 R A R EAL, 3538 96 %
A VSMCs, HURZaLhreiRss, WIS R0 w g0, R 20 ok &5 5 4 )8 & E B (matrix metallo-
proteinases, MMPs). % Kl TS5 A MiE EI I, 5 3UM A BESS FIBEIR . A 3 R B, SAEHE AD 11
RAESHRE . AD 1 VSMCs KAV 2HLH B E T8I 5 Z e, B2 2R &R, B KE T
YIfL A T A E . ECM Z5[6] [7]. AR FElS% VSMCs R R LA AT AD f95 BE A B 2 K AH Sk 50t

2. IRERPESRMIBIT: WHEREEFIHIB KT
2.1. XEIhEEEH

HEIK A M (integrin) SUPREE S F AL — A 40 A [B] LA S 4 i A4 g &1 35 57 (extracellular matrix, ECM)Z
(R S RS2 AR, Il 2 R0 E S om ek, RIsaRANM . T, . SRR EM E3KR)Z
AL, BT E M R A R E R . ITCGA9 E A R, 2175 2 I B lE A% O
Bz — o FEM E SR Z AR, ITGA9 HEFMRFRIA T 5 VSMCs MU R A n) & il R AL E AL,
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MY 2258 VSMCs Dy Reffg, BB Ran i A4S ECM M RE 1, 25 ECM HBAZ &GS
PR RS SIS, B AR I 3 Sl kB R AT MR AR [2] . SM220 SEURAE L VSMCs [IHE S bR 4,
HRILBAW TR M, SM220 FEDR 1 A B i o S ECLRIAIE I N %, I VSMCs 1212 1 oA 5l
B B 2 S R AR R AL, S5 ECM HE Y IERRAR M BE ch ek, T RE N AD #EE[8].

2.2. EEHEAERE

EZ R G & 15 5875 5 A (regulator of G protein signaling, RGS)H', RGS2 7£ VSMCs HiE#kis, #f
WA M U 4E AP IK[9]. RGS2 F (K 78 I X 5K K11 (Angll) 5 3 (1) AD Ak $E S E/EH], RGS2 Fifd
A E VSMCs M4 R i) & R AL, 1 RGS2 M REMIk] % £ A4S, FRIK AD KA, R
RGS2 A {2y AD HM£E VA TT 48 /5 [10]. TRIMAO it i VSMCs £ A 4L 2 5 10 15 ik 52 2 (TAD) K K&
A, 1EFRIE TRIMAO m]ff SM22a FKIEEN, HHFE [ (OPN)KIEN D, MIifi#IH VSMCs [a & & 7 (1)
Ak R, 0 TRIMAO iAW 22k izt #2, FHALH S TRIM40 1E Rz 246 E3 &R R % p38
EARIBHK[1L]. thoh, s it )5 B 258l 8 F1 (Disulfide-bond-A oxidoreductase-like protein, DshA-
L) R I % AMPK-mTOR-ULKL {5 5@ N VSMCs H /K-, Jki R A A T2 1M
DsbA-L ik T BN 23] %45 Sl %, et VSMCs RAVALFIFET:, SE Lk Z5[12].

2.3. RIMBEHEXER

HEABMHMAREEFESS VSMCs R . #lln, HDAC FKi%Em i (HDACL. HDAC3
SF) IR AE T AD SSBEEUR BE AT VSMCs R AV LAV LR (1) 314 1%, 7£ PDGF-BB 15 51 VSMCs £ A1 4%
et fEHr, m{% HDACL Al fEiE SM22a Fll a-SMA 25455 (A ERIE, P VSMCs 38 5E FIIE % B
[13]. Ah2d g IR FE G 1 (PRMTU)/E A2 B S 208 TR0, X VSMCs (RS 4a D Re FIATLBRN. 7 [ BE
FREE, VSMCs F5 8= PRMTL 2 S EIL IR B0 N & B, 33810 51 % sl ik e )2 55 8 5w
[14].

2.4. IE4RES RNA

mMIiRNA /& — 28 IEHEIES S RNA (K200 19~25 MEFIR), HRwRIEWEEZ VSMC R A4k
(PR, i, miR-145 nldE I HH:RT KLF4 Ri&, RIENURZEK T 31 VSMCs KAk, dEifissm
AD HIRA R E[15]. fEShBksEREE{Ld, miR-143/145 it 5 KLF4 £ mRNA 3'UTR X345 &) L%
ik, 4EFF VSMCs M4 £ A1[16], 27~ miRNA % KLF4 (i35 a] A8 2 O ML B o VSMCs £ R4,
PILEEALH 2 — BR T miRNA 2 4b, —SKaEESm S RNA (LncRNA) AT DLk RIS AL | 3 5% DL R % 5%
JEEIREIR AT B RN R, 215 VSMCs RAF4L. ECM H I J i K AESE AD AHIHR I FE[17].

3. VSMCs 157 1 W E 4L 0L B 5 Bt s

TG EF VSMCs RAUFAL IR T “ Wi 2l - & pRA” — ok, i e anf RNA JIl 5 (scRNA-
seq) RIS, R EERNBOIRA N, VSMCs fA7E B34 Il R T 530, Wl (b oy BRI RE . R 41
FES SNBSS 2 AT RE R, RS WRE N IR 1) > THFIES 5 AD HERE, v AD JiERHLA F 6T
FEFRME T AB LA -

3.1. VSMCs [a){g 5 14 B M 4R LR R sE 53 1L

TESN KO AR AL S5 L %, SCRNA-seq BF 78 B2 HH B VSMC 5 0A0TisR (1. 8] B ik~ L
FrEY(n ACTAR) M S i AH e 3 R (U LGALS3, CD74)FI4ifiERE[18]. X E B VSMC B4 [ 4
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PEAN R A B AT S8V . TE RSNk 2 b, AL 2 i 2 M8 A B 4 P A0 B 3 S 1 A A A A
RAE I SEEIRAI[19] [20]0 % ERESE H P VSMCs 385 R s AL B g e i b ok, X —# A FE A% O
IR B 72 i s I T R -1 (AP-) B A9 AP-1 B AL Z c-JUN JE3E)7E AD 95 4% VSMCs
BRSO, FHENZ ORI, B TES MR TR PR S T B N Y R AT MR
FEFP” [20]. AR EIEUKS) VSMCs 3R73 BN iure £, (AR ANEERE . PR 2% IhRE,
FHREFFLE WA IL-6+ IL-18 52 PR R AHMIDE -, AT 75 L5 R Sy 3500640 - 24 45 1 M B R e 9 e T PR B
[20]. X—iLFREREE T 2 MR AE Y, SRR OB 5 A & ERAE, S5 VSMCs 115
UrEFFEERIGTER T 98 E L DR P2 5 S 0T

3.2. VSMCs [a){R$5 1L Al B /2K B LR R LR AR A #% 53 1L

R, VSMCs ()R ML B 4 A2 v] A8 FHSRAG BUR (40 E AR R A, X — i AR 5 i ik J AH O
[19]. %30 F e 235 R 1300 £ R (i RUNX2. SOX9) LA K 40 g #h 366 5 25 11 (1 SPP1. COL2A1).
X — B AR AR 52 B R AGEAE HLEI S, §F 7R, 4L SIS R L AR R IR 5 VSMCs A B i
PR oAb B LA B Ak Hr oy OGREE A €[ 19] . (AR MZ, AP-1 VISR R R 5 B FE T
AR BT . AP-1 B AT BEIE T R RN, IRBh T — AN JOE J I 5 i S VR AT
SEREFE, AT IS I B fF AR AT 1 AR R 14 3 n[20] . [RIR, R B AL (1) S 98 AT g it — D AL T X R0
PR IR AS[19] [20].

4, HESRERIFFERD): REXESHCESHK
4.1 BEEKETF-p

AR 2T VSMCs RAFEAL I SR 43, b A KR 7--B (transforming growth factor
beta, TGF-4)/& VSMCs & 564k 1) 8 BUR N K] 1. TGF-f & — M2 e iE 7, AD B k44
TGF-B E /K TFEER T IEFHN A, H TGF-B S VSMCs & & B4, {2k MMPs 73, il
IR w41 258 57 (Extracellular Matrix, ECM) & 5 FE AR I~ 7[21]. TGF-B 8 e i i B 2 — AR K 4k
[X-7 11 (Growth Differentiation Factor 11, GDF11)F] GE{2 ik VSMCs M B [l e A4 (1) R AL A [22] o Jik
FERBE F-a (TNF-0) 75511 VSMCs 3858 . TR ARZE, mle it H N 4a R B & Rz, i AD
BERE, 1 GDFLL AT A8 4E TNF-o 5 T R 2o B AR K [ 23]

4.2. IBEXE

HE B2 (Adiponectin, APN) & == 2 g1 A5 B 4E 27 4 W I AN MO [ 7« APN JE I $ 1) 45 A oh & BE BRI - 75 1L
T AMuAZ% K T-(CaN-NFAT) = S BB 0%, Y2 VSMCs e 2 4 1) & iR M i 4k, (8 &k Esh ke
JZ(AAD) i R A T R v R LR R F [24] .
43 EE

AE 2 5 2508 F s ik J2 (TAD) F B8 B /G BG IR 25, J8 35 (Leptin) & — M IR T AL Wb B R . R
] B I A (i 1 A A v LA B ER A B ) A T R R B A, nEE I E Sl ik e J2 B Rk [25] . T = AT E
5 VSMCs E 1 [l £ 2454, 0% JAK-STAT3 8%, i Socs3 #5635, #E 1M /4% Nrip2 £k,
12k VSMCs LA AT AD BERE, 90 Nrip2 358 7% Ml 1 74 1X — i #2£[26] .
4.4. FEUREETF 1

B EFER 7 1 (Chemokine-like Factor 1, CKLF1)/& 2001 4F i 3% ERF = 5 0 R B B A T it g
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PER) 71 CKLFL 3 3RIA [ 358 VSMCs WS AH IEAS S FIA T RE ST, SR HE 3L A & B R AU Ak 1T CKLFL
FRAR I £ FRARIX e RE /), $78 CKLFL T REE LI 12 VSMCs KA S 5 AD (K E[27].

4.5. TGF-BISMAD {5 i@

TGF-p {5 5B ThRE R 24 H B A WEME .. TGF-B 1] 2 548 VSMCs W45 &AL, TGF-p 52 k4 &
JE WS N SMAD2/3/4 B K1, s H bRFE R #RIA[28]. a0, TGF-g nlidid Smad3/4 {5 5@ % i
mMiRNA143/145 ik, 4iFF VSMCs [JU4E %M [29]. TGF-p tHrl#If] VSMCs U 4e kA %%, it
BRI, Bt TGF-p Fifk . 22445k SMAD (13 K & A2 540 I, il =5 Bl ik e 11 % A2 IR 4 2 3%
ThEi[21]; ¥ T Foxpl i ] TGF-1 5 511 VSMCs R ¥ AL, 25 AD KAHEE[30].

4.6. AKT (ESiEE

AKT BTN MA7 IS« SR AL RO 5 T i@ s, HBFER RS VSMCs R 28E Hil 1
HEFRFR[23]. TNF-a ALES S AKT BE21L, 755 VSMCs e % & Ay, (it AD #Efg: 1
GDF11 Al #lifhi] AKT BEE21L, % TNF-o % S0 VSMCs R AL RISE R AR, [N M1 74 E g2
RMR AL, RIEPL R AR IS BVE I [23]. SRR B RIS 778 AKT/eNOS/NO/CGMP 15 5 1@ i 4]
PDGF-BB 1531 VSMC & A4 41 [31]. 1 R 225 nlil it 45 PIBK/AKT/mTOR &%, i VSMCs [
HEAK[32],

4.7. NF-xB {558

BT kB (NF-xB)13 530 R 1E AE S S Al VSMCs 6 18 3 Ak, bt Se b 42 /E B [33] . I8 £ KE(LPS) 1S
IO NF-«B (5588, 5 VSMCs MILZER B ) & SR B 44k, HmILEsE . iIT/ a8 71 & MMP-9
ik, MALSFE AELIH NF-B R RL, W LPS % S1 VSMCs A H14k, A AD JGITHE T
EZ5W[33]. BbAh, Yet sk (A HYEY 3 (Chromobox protein homolog 3, Cox3) rlilid i NF-«xB il #%, 1
BEERELT A ) ML AR, (AR HE VSMCs & AL, ik AD kA K E[34].

4.8. RAGE/RhoA/ROCK (5B

Bk 300 W 2 Ak 28 77 W 52 K (RAGE) 5 B 1 Wl 2% 1k 28 7= W) (AGES) 45 & T . AGE-RAGE i, W] ¥ 7%
RhoA/ROCK & 5. RhoA & —M/N GTP fgEEH, H TN T ROCK £ VSMCs L3l H 4
Ji B 485 2 MLEh a8 A - WLERER 4 1t R $ C S A FH[35] . BIFFTHIESE, FERE(CAT) Al id it 4
RAGE/RhoA/ROCK {5 Sl B iE, /> AD ' VSMCs [EREAL, v AD IR T At 7 i AE 25 80 5
[36].

4.9. CaN-NFAT 5 S1B %

CaN-NFAT {5 525 VSMCs 73 AIRA I 4ERF AL ML 0w 1 K A #E . #£ Angllids 31 AAD
B, 1ZIE B AHOCH B Caleineurin A R Nfatel 33 B, {2k VSMCs A4k 1 APN AJ a1
ZAE SIS, % VSMCs BB A L kS 15[24] . CaN M F)(FF R AL i 3 A]) &
VIVIT(E £ 1 CaN 5 NFAT AHBAE R B IKSE) Al il i@ g, Wik VSMCs L84, y AAD
BIT R TR Bk [24].

4.10. AR M
G R VSMCs 7] 733 IL-6+ INF-y. TNF-o S5 AE R F, IR 40 SO, 1 48RE R F &k
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—3515'S VSMCs LAY, TR BE UM [37]. Blhn, AAD i VSMCs MU 4 2 21 1A )2 48 1 & B
T, BEIORE IR 73 28 E 3E fE [24]

5. RBENFEESEIS MM LSE
5.1. MAPK &%

MAPK (ERK1/2. JNK1 }% p38)if i i 4t il 3¢ A 54k B BB IR 1E . MAPK @ 2 11 7 5 35 4k ]
S EFK VSMC s R NG RERTL. 78 AD JERGEFEF, Ang Il AT LLFE S VSMCs £ R 4%
16, IR miR143/145 £ [Ri%, p38/MAPK {5 5@/ 5 7 X —id F2[38]. TAD KR, p38 iEfbn]
S8 VSMCs HU 4T A & AL EE 4K, T TRIMAO Rt RIA 7] R i p38 ik, $MiiZR AL ITRE, KIEH
FHEA[11]-M1 B4 S M40 mTiE S NF-xBp65 1% &) A 521 CX3C-iE LK 7Bt & 1 (CX3C-chemokineligandl,
CX3CL1)#*IA, fEHT VSMCs L[] CX3CR1, & ERK @12 VSMC £ R [37]; FISEHERR(AA)
AL B H] NF-xBp65 #% 5 A7, {2k EREgn e M2 BUMAk, /b CX3CL1 ik & VSMC 1 ERK il %
WAL, 23 VSMCs £ AL [37].

5.2. Hippo-YAP {5SiB#%

AD 1R B B AL A [39], BafE R ILH 1 (cryptochromel, CRY 1) i4mf5 1 5 4 CRY1 /2 /E
Yiehbr 8B A2 —, CRYL Al #IH] Angllifs S VSMCs AL FIIGFY, X —id 25 Hippo-YAP {55 i@
PRAADG, Y% pcDNA-CRY1 AI3E /N VSMCs W4 BUAR EMRIE, Jk55 YAPL ik & VSMCs M 5[40].

5.3. MRFNNFEREFT

VSMCs a4 1A 15 ML Bl 775, A 1l TG W BE 7R 52 E S K LGS 77[41] . VSMCs K84k
SHUME BESME N PERAT AR, F E KR T IEHRPU R MR VIR T, &R N R R 2 )2
TERk[2]. B, 1TGAQ XKL SRS ECM IIBE I ARE ST, 159 35 B bk EE BTS2 T 57 3 1
WU A1[2]; HUbEssK i@t B KLF4 5% S C/EBPa. PIK3C2A %Kik, ik VSMCs RMHAL, i
MiR-145 R@E 5 KLF4 ik, 50T C/EBPa KIAHMHINIM A 7K 52U A Weiios, 0% VSMCs &£ 4
$A5[15] [42].

5.4. ECM E%8

VSMCs [i) & R B AL G, 2370 KB 5 <6 )& 2 F i (matrix metalloproteinases, MMPs), 1 MMP-
2. MMP-9, X LSRG E i /K fife s 1 21 A RO S 2 4, AR AR ot A B 5 B RO LR 77, [ B (2 b Whe 4 2 23
VSMCs /T2, TERBEIGIA[43]. B, ITGA9 FKFKIA. LMCDL id Rk <@ (et VSMCs & A
Ak, I MMP-2. MMP-9 73, finJEl ECM [ f# AN 5 2 fiksE 25/ R [2] [43]; T GDF11. flZF 174
AL SELP0H] VSMCs RAEVEAL, 87> MMPs 23034,  4EFF ECM & Rl 5 4@ 77 [23] [33].

6. RESRE

LR PR, ARSCRGR 1 AE T LR R R AL A T sk 2 AR R FL B e idt e . VSMICs R A A%
2 AD KAREIZ OB, HdRZBZREA 7. ZEH LGS a0 R, HS ECM &
BB\ JORE N R LR B] ) 2 1 N R S5 B AR AR OC o S T FE0 VSMCs 2R AL Ak AN [F] F £y
FEAT TIRZR, (HIL IR R ML LR B oA 578 42 ) B« 2 8001 SU OO FE T — {5 5l B Bl 70 7
M AD K2R E. LA XAERAR, EIRNIRR 25 58 A 22 ST AR Mgt 15
i DNA AL HEE ABEL), W VSMCs R ARFALAIAZ L2155, JCHGRAS R B 18] ) P[]
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i

LR %

BAETIR R, NITRALANGTT VIR U HERE il H AT ST 2 MO T /N RS SRR, (H LR PR A5 H
B RESE ) 5 NRAFAE T, MR RIEHEA Rt . SENMERMIERATHT 7L, JFH#ET K
PRI RAEA S AL, W] AHESD I RAE AL . 24T O VSMCs RAUELAL I AT I P TEA AL, AR B
RETR7E AD it fe hit i T Uit & 2l VSMCs BRI N i B, TR ARR VSMCs R AL AL Y m] 1AL
i, ST VSMCs FRAFAL I SCHE 70 1 B S, DV BE D REIE R IR AU B . RokiEL 2
FRIEEX G, BB W] VSMCs FRBEAL 707 M 2 Rl R = 3, A8 AD IRIZ T RHEiR T
SRR ) REL A 0
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