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Abstract

Lipocalin-2 (LCN2), also referred to as neutrophil gelatinase-associated lipocalin (NGAL), is a piv-
otal member of the lipocalin family. First identified in neutrophils, LCN2 functions as an acute-phase
response protein and plays critical roles in innate immunity, inflammatory responses, and iron ho-
meostasis. In recent years, accumulating studies have demonstrated that LCN2 is aberrantly over-
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expressed in a variety of human malignancies, including breast cancer, colorectal cancer, pancreatic
cancer, hepatocellular carcinoma, and ovarian cancer. Its expression level is closely associated with
tumorigenesis, progression, invasion, metastasis, and therapeutic resistance. LCN2 participates in
tumor progression through multiple intricate molecular mechanisms, primarily encompassing the
regulation of intracellular iron metabolism via binding to iron chelates, activation of epithelial-mes-
enchymal transition (EMT), modulation of multiple signaling pathways, and remodeling of the tu-
mor microenvironment. This article aims to systematically review the biological properties of LCN2,
its expression patterns and functional roles in various types of tumors, its underlying mechanisms
of action, as well as its potential clinical value as a diagnostic biomarker and therapeutic target for
tumors. Additionally, future research directions in this field are prospected.
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1. 51§

iR A RV A ™ S AR B IR U B T R A 2 —, R R e A B A D AN A
PR AR KA AR I Z R, SRR e 2 fh o 71 5 W 3RIE . B FEORBE 7 1AE AR 2t A Hh 1 1 AL
Hl, X FIFRBS WA RIS R E . RSB A2 KA iz THREZ RN/ T
WAIEER ARG, |RAAE TR MRS TR O R H IR ST I = 4R K, R
B R A RIE I AT BEARARCA IR 20%). IXFER) Y S5 MR & — N 8 SR ICFAT - v
FELRHR) AR B “RBAR T IOBRKIEREAA[1], AT 2R T RCR, JRAEDIRE LI KRBt %k
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JEPHZEE H 2 (LONIEN— N2 IIREM MR RIE SR 1, gy v ok 4 A R A 5C iR i s 3R
FI(NGAL). BkEE A 24p3 (U T HAL/N R IR A A, AR 2RISR A M AR R T
WU RAGARU N TR S RS 545 5 o LON2 ZEME TP E A S 28R i, BET DU e
B, ] DU 5. ASSCR LON2 AMHORSCRREEAT 45, DA SR B R4 15 SR 0L 8

2. LCN2 9 FEMSEYFThEE
2.1. 5 FRIE

LCN2 JE[RINA; T NG tafk 9934.11, HImS & AR /T840 25 kDa, 8 LARAR, [FYE A
B ARG B (MMP-9)J i 57 5 — SR AR T 30AF7E (3] [4]. LON2 B HI— /N BE AR <3 1 ) Vi B-AfitR 5
R — AR 1) o-BBTEAE i, TR B — AN B/K M LR 45 6 148, 3% 2 JL B8 45 & 2 RO AR I S5 M Ak 5]
B T S8 EUAL G AL, LCN2 ICRE SREWIRG . ATFIMR R MR RS 2 M sk o FAH EAE R, X IR 7 H )
RE) Z FE1E[6].

TEIEEAFRE T, LON2 7E 2 MA SRR PFRIE, (HIEEY, RAEMALBUGEREN T, HRiE
SRGE B, ORIEPUE AP TSR R [7] [8]. LCN2 fE5 56 BE. filfi. TESZMAgmaseth
HRMMRE. EARZE, PHERAER LON2 MEZRE. A, ERAd. BV s 2 3k
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ERIBC AR K-18, TL-18; URBIRSER T-a, TNF-a; EZHE, LPS)I, tAsH% S K E LA LCN2
[9] [10]. AR, SXFhIEROBCIRE B WSS WA AAILE], FERRIREE R EIM: “BhHE” , BONTR IR S
BERIHET . KERAFRES 50T E7R, LON2 fEZ AR AL IR EEEm s EEas, A
Tk 5 BE AR R, Gt o Wik k45588 L SR A m AL A AE A A, R BRG] [12]

2.2. £ IhRE

O© e ReESHEER: LON2 @ F 40 ek aig, RISFA R A KB 4 75 8k, AT 0] 48 B A=
K, RAeERBIE RGN EEHRGTE13].

@ BE TR LON2 0 B MRHE R I a0 55K /Ny F45 6, Rl e 588k gt
W 2B EE R A, WS 54000 ANk T e SRS AT 13] . B 4N MU A BT 0 7 R G R
7E DNA & Ae A S B AE D) S FE AN T sl . LON2-BR 3R PR 2 & P ml i it 55 41 i e (%) 52 4k (n
24p3R, WHFRA SLC22A17)45 G, WeabMa N7, JETI G IR P IR B8 IRk B o X — I AR AE 20 i A A7 A
B SR E [ 14]. Kk, LON2 @i “gkih” WA mEgMinaris.

@ PTG 75 B NEGR I R B B, LON2 R SE A R A0 . b P8 T/
H 5 HHLE AT RE5 4R RR4H M 4 25T A O AR A7 5 5 BB R 15].

@ At S5 LON2 25 I8 4u i o316 5 AR SRS AR, 5 505 FHGTEA R R AH O 16].
LCN2 520 iR 40 1 1 57 — 18] 5 AL (EMT), A 0t sl ot e g 4 a5 #2171

® FEFEMBAAXCHIIIRE: LCN2 Al 5 MMP-9 (RS B)JE R LCN2/MMP-9 e EE59(17], RY
MMP-9 G T [ff, 140 H R 0T B fil e 77

3. LCN2 FE{RiEME A £ & RV 5T FHLE
3.1. LCN2 3#%phi dH P e S5 8T

O LCN2 J@it 854 R BAAHOC R 1, (bR At p i3 ss . Biin, 7E45 B fBs s, LCN2 )
Tk T SR A S E A0 COND1 1 UIAH O, (k0 i PR i 40 it o 3, 304 5im M B 12 18] 197
@ LCN2 bl i 0% £ 445 Sl %, 1 PI3K/Akt A1 MAPK 15 5308, 3E— i ik g 40 i (4 A= AN A7
W o MR AT R NGE MR o, LON2 33T JAK2/STAT3 {5 Sl PR (K0, (S dtdn s s A%, #i|
YAMIIET220] [21]0 @ FEPHT-HEETTH, LCN2 RIS H0H] frboRs 40 B T Th e, 350 7 B yRg 20 i 1) 47
TEAE T, B, R, LCN2 AHSEHIFRIR RNA (hsa_cire 0088732)i@ i #54% miR-661/RAB3D #,
NI T, (R AEAE[22]. @ LCN2 BRERSMEERES, DA B AN, MR
RIHTE S 23], ASMEREAR AR, BIR LON2 BARRIARK, (HIH EIAREYS 5 S - Mk
BT, VB LCN2 FEAN R g S AL dhoch i T i 45 B 22 R [24] .

3.2. LCN2 {Ri#tERESHE B

LCN2 it 5 MMP-9 £54 . 155 EMT DASC T BIRIAE G G e 4N Thik, Som iR g fu i 2 28 A
FeRES), GEAHEShIPRE R, © ST RM, LON2 it MMP-9 FERE A9, Hamtiaett
ANEEEE, AT IS B AR, (R R A i 2 2B AR [25]. @ fERLIMEI T, LON2 MUt R
R IR 240 P B AT ML AR B, SR TR S S EMT 345 s 40 i )3 E 76 6 1112 2214 [26] . LCN2 5 EMT #H
140 N-cadherin. vimentin 7k FRZ VMG, B miRNA FI{E 538 (U0 miR-661/RAB3D
HfEHE EMT R, 600 R 40 i AT A AR 22 68 11[22]. @ LCN2 @it §2mi e (s b i S 2 4 i
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JEHGE RS BRI, WS RN, e R . BN, RS, MR WA SN A T
ANXA2 [, WG AR A S AR IA LON2, (Rt iR 4 [ BB . 3MsE AR [27]. FLAR
JEASY MR e R R BE EZ RS LON2 T, S /MBS A28 (et e 240 R ¥ 5 #4528

3.3. LCN2 M #k s T aER

LCN2 1EA—FEk R B (1, 75 R 4 M B ARU R Y iR R P 4 2 OC BB VR F o B2 200 P 4 i A A W
ANATECBRIY T E, e 4 M8 O T T AR A R AR K 7oK . LON2 RERS 25 Gk B 1 S H A4, @
A UM AR S, dERFAEMOERARES, o R A M AR (23] [25]

WFFERE, LCN2 42 g 40 AR i, (R U SO LA M 3 58 . ol n, £ B+, EB
JmrEdE s FIRPUAIGEE GPX4, BEMI{ERdE LON2 3Rk AR AL S5, a3 e 240 P A7 3 A S B
[29]. kAN, Bt SRR FLER BOE STAT3 5 508, 55 LCN2 RIA, 15 e 4 i i 1 PR AiE
MAITT I 521, U8 LCN2 fERACHH S 15 Mg B vt g 2 TA) O MF 2 FH [ 19] . #E8 A, Rhizoma
Paridis &2 (PRTS)E %] SPII/LCN2 Hh, M EstT:, SEMHIIEAKMER, fniRE
LCN2 SZm BRI AH S R AL T8 2 B RIFHVEIT I J1[30]. MbAh, Rt i 7 A 1 e sE N k8 5 55
enterobactin JHi 5 LCN2 FIAHEAEH, RERSHLELIMR AL EAass, FHS4FET:, /R T LON2 7E8k
AU B AL [3 1], $E17) LCN2 A3 (A U I8 B mT A0 8T (14 37 S e o

4. LCN2 #Iil i & & & R A9 F L1

LCN2 5 i R A 6. 7EUR 414, LON2 76 IEH HAUhARFKE, RIEHS AP R6I2ME
ARSI LCN2. 750 SLAPR A, LON2 7P 55t e U 7E S 3 0 e o, 1T R 0T 0 65988 ) LON2 3RIA R B¢
[32]. [FIRETEREARF, LCN2 7E IR E R H Wikt e i s, MR AR P (L LMK PRk . 78
JEERR R, LON2 RIE S5 I8 /A AEDG, 43 4k R A7 A B A 2 23R IR i /K1 LON2 SR8, 1 44k
WZEWZZIN] LON2 FRIE—BUNBAPE33]. A, LCN2 FikFh w1 /s B AL o JB e (0 3t g 1341
FEFAIfdE T, LCN2 K540 2 IEM 5, H LON2 fbIF4[35]. 7ER R8I B, A0S s o,
PSR ER, LCN2 W] BRIE 2 A B i, 30 < Rk 498 40 1 5L 3 ek 8 200 L T 7 P 25 (A 240 i J) 411
DNA &R F), 205 SIS0 T2 (Ferroptosis), MIMEEHE/ER .

LCN2 i 4 EMT AL A= s s i2E F2 . LON2 78 EMT 4% BAa SEAEH . —J71H, LCN2
ik EMT R Ab 8688 . 55— J51H, LCN2 BRESNH] EMT, s/ iRt . LCN2 76 RF4i s o Sk 3L
HA EMT #7476 SH-J1 ZHAE P BRIy, LCON2 P& Twistl f26ik, Twistl /2% EMT JH410
20 A A AR N (1) GBS (R - tb4h, EMT #5555 EGF Al TGF-B JL PR3 LCN2 i & 3RiA 11 SH-
J1 40 EMT bR EWIIRIE[36]. LAk, URSEANM R{EHS2 EMT B, EGF 2l LCN2 [3RIE[37].
A H e, LCN2 J@EH0H] snail (EMT H 55—/ CEE % sk R ) >k 4% EMT. LCN2 & A fE A R X E
FARF454 NF-«B KB 37 X35, 0] NF-«B/snail 4, 0] EMT f#£85[38]. Mok, 45 E M+ EMT
A B S R 4% O ARIE[39]. ZEFRARSEE ., LCN2 i B3 R VEGF 77 A2 ) i 28 A .

5. LCN2 FEEETTHR R A RIS
51. LCN2 {fEABITESRE D

Ji iz 8 1 2 (Lipocalin-2, LON2)E N —Ffi b BB E (1, 5 2 MR Th o Ak, JF S5 e
MPRIIETE . REMEREEHEVIM K. DHTTER, ] LON2 AZIK B ) RE RE 5 5. 22 11 ] fie I8 200 IE 1) 1 5
AERREST, PRDUHHAE IR TR RO EKIE Jy. Bt ERSMUE4RAE T, LCN2 i@id STAT3 {5 5 il #%
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WeFLIR S F3R05, it B - (MU AL(EMT) 40T B AT PERR I o, (5] FE3IA /K P 5 g gt Jee %
I T 255 VIR O, m Al LON2 BEA% Ik 520 25 74 Aty (R BBUBPE[ 19 SR 4R, I BIR 41 g f (OSCC)H LCN2
I FEMK T EGFR IBERRIL I RIS 546 S, B3 T s 4 KA 84401, 72T 4RI (HCC)
B, LCN2 JEid i1 EVR 4kt & 5 SR-BI BAH TLAE R IR i JiE ,  RRfIC LON2 2 35 ek e A K
[41]0 IXEEHFFANIE R T LCN2 752 F MR o (8 T Be, WAzl T 4H0E LON2 B/ T4, itk
IR, o R BT AR .

HAEENE, BAESIITE ARG TT, M LON2 A IR THATT ORI TR 251 . #lin, +
T STAT3-LCN2 {5 5 5l i LAAG 2540 ] e g 3 e e 30 s A7 BBURRAE (19, 1A LON2 VR385 K& g 4
XFTRCT BT 52V, an S LON2 S 3R 0A 58U Btk & R A OG, Fl ik LON2 3458 50T Bk [42] . 25
ERTR, LON2 A MR Va7 T AERE A, AMUAE S —ya 7 R I I s i R ), BAEBRERIT A
BT RAES 25030, BT R 06 R S 6 5

5.2. LCN2 EME R ERET FRER R EBTEX

LCN2 7E 8 PR 355 o AN B B2 52 10 [ 4 B, Jdsadiack 1 15 S 40 B Th e 25 I 1 S e R il A2
W], LCON2 Y42 IR i 45 Hh G 2 40 M (R0 v 1, S e b eg S R sl R AL o 51, 28 It o e A A 23
W, MR AE s> W) LON2 8 5 BT R4 F ¥ SLC22A17 2RSS A, i JAK2/STAT3 (55, 12
R 5 40 v A A A IR T2, TR S5 BRI, TR A R TR A I a3 R 3 i (431, k4,
LCN2 7E A% iR A O 98 i S B R FESCRRE S 0m) S22 st 30770 )97 2. LON2 [3RIE S g%
AHMLIRIE B VIAE S, Horm RN H B S AN h PEROA B TR, PR S 2R 7 R e S 3 [44].

BFXTIX— 5, 245G iR YT Hg, #n LON2 A 82 B8 I8 S5 va 97 (i me B, o 40, 385 4] LCN2
FEALC g S e A P85, 385 CD8* T B A HeAiRavis 1, $2 T+ S hr 25 s i) 770 097 25231 3 4h, LCN2
FE T G B A0 B AR S D Re J7 1 ()4 o FLAE Dy S e iR 15 B8 AU 70, andE el v, LON2 HiE 4L
(1) CD8* T 4=k, (ke 0 1E§E R AMH A AMDSCs) 5545, FHAS G ia 7 BOR, 2k f2 nl jd i 1
AT LCN2 Kl #5451, BRIk, PRAERAE LCN2 78 Sefe a5 AR FAMLA, 5 4 s S sie va 97
HEHT IR 5 S AR T SR

5.3. LCN2 X YRSMEMELETT PRI N A

LCN2 {52 Fh iR K G e A B h R B 31 HLARIA KT B 4% E B i R 2 W M TR 0B 7
IETER AR S ERESZITH, T LON2 Rk ZER, TLVARIX o g 228tk 1By7
TRk R T RIS o 49 T JB5 PO R Y LON2 ) e 208 5 PR 73 TS AN R B A A7 1406 4 25 AR R [19]5
SR LCON2 2RI/ I 57807 T 324k K SR RS AR 9% [42] I LCN2 RGN, RE 540 Bh il & A1k
I TS, PRI L R 2 B R B R T .

BEAh, BN LCN2 MRS Al FARta T SRR e . WHFCAEL, AT S A2
RS IEAA I LON2 235 B, H LON2 KFETha S BF UG A RAHSR, R NiaIT
JS2 S UFERR IV F1[46]. [FIRE, 7EF40RRm B b, s R 41410 LON2 BIBhZAA2 1 nT BL s e 4t K
IRITRCR[41].

6. &t

TER—FZ A B, LON2 fER IR AE . KB Rt TR rp s S e Ay . LA FA L)
VeI AT 2 RIS B, A A EMT . (2 25 0 R R0 2P 5 o 92 2/ i
TR T — AN RKIOIRTEFI L . oo, LON2 585 500 8 SR 855 PP O S s 4, 30— 25 I 7 JLe g
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R D RE . XM ZE R RSO T MR R T, B ARR IRA T E IR AR TT LON2 e R 28 Y
(U iy o 2 I L XU ELAE T ROV 2 SR IR, WA A e s el s D R (0 B I S5 A R 3R . B
EWHFHIAWHIRN, LCN2 A B R AR KM R R HE LT 7 o () — A R 7)o
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