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Abstract

Primary aldosteronism (PA) is an endocrine hypertensive disorder caused by autonomous exces-
sive secretion of aldosterone from the adrenal cortex. Its central subtype, the aldosterone-produc-
ing adrenocortical adenoma (APA), exhibits high heterogeneity and complex molecular mecha-
nisms. In recent years, significant progress has been made in understanding APA pathology with the
advancement of high-throughput sequencing technologies. This review systematically summarizes
the latest research on APA regarding epidemiology, diagnostic challenges, gene expression charac-
teristics, and molecular classification. Epidemiological data indicate that PA affects 5%~20% of hy-
pertensive populations and is significantly associated with increased cardiovascular risk. At the
molecular level, approximately 90% of APAs harbor somatic mutations involving genes such as
KCN]J5, CACNA1D, ATP1A1, and ATP2B3. These mutations impair ion channel function, leading to
aberrant activation of intracellular calcium signaling, which in turn drives the overexpression of
CYP11B2 (the rate-limiting enzyme in aldosterone synthesis). Whole-transcriptome analyses have
further identified molecular subtypes based on distinct driver mutations (e.g., KCNJ5-mutant,
CACNA1D-mutant, and CTNNB1-mutant subtypes), each characterized by unique transcriptional
signatures and clinical phenotypes. These mechanistic insights have gradually translated into clin-
ical practice, including CYP11B2 immunohistochemistry for pathological diagnosis, genetic profil-
ing to guide therapeutic decisions, and the development of novel PET tracers. Future integration of
multi-omics approaches and spatial transcriptomics is expected to enable precise molecular sub-
typing and personalized treatment of APA, ultimately improving patient outcomes.
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1. 51§

Jor R A g [ Pl 38 22 %iE (Primary  Aldosteronism, PA)&Z B 1'% _F AR R B 50 ihid & E R, SRS R
- M B TKE RGEPANHI[ 1] 700 1 [T F) 1 Jl 52 5 iR 789 (Aldosterone-Producing Adenoma, APA)FIXL
MU E RIS A (BIH) 2 PA SR 2 PREA . A AR, DA THE TR S IR R %A ACA
(IR 2 AR 96% [2]. AH S A MR HZ3H B 3= 5 (05 F R F J8 AN vg 55 41 I8 CE I IR S A8 5 3R IR
AT, GEiRIZN ACA [3] [4], HERFEEITTARFLE, KL, EIRREIESYT I 75 25
(W o I SRAE S LRI FE 77 TS 7 R VERE e, 1X 487y HLi i B B R PA (RS HEIZ T . A0
EFRE R TR AL TR M), R A R S AR R B A 2 AT, A S S A AU MR TR T R
B&[5]. AL B FELRIRITAE R APA TERN AL 5 73 HLHI 7 T % Ot 7e it e .

2. [RANMEEEEE S ER R AR AR RBEGRITRZE)

PA FERIUNE ML RAF MAE (R E & AT, W24 kM E I ERARE[1][6]. T2 EHHA A
I, AHIE A ERRAT IR FBAE MR SR T IX— . RS R Ti2 9, PA MBI ERZHN 5%~10%,
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MAEMEEPE R &L & 9 B A BOR R B SO e s e MU A 9 B B e AR DA kv
MEEA PA F S, HEBHRAEIL 20%LL E[7] [8]. PA MIEEM A LT HERER, S54
U5« SR I KPR DT R A B T e S R A B, PA BB R R AR . O LRESE . O ERED .
3 i IV T R AN 4 18 ARG S5 35 3 N[O ] [107 o X Ffrisk vy FRY O ML/ PRURS: 2 DA g 5 T[] i ) Ao S AR FH A K
EFEIRE AT YA . SR PN 7 ThRERRAS . PRk, SRS ARET G IR T PA, ST B o i 1075 4 £ 41
HEBERALT AR L.

3. JR& M R % fE S B AR B ki
3.1. HATISHEIREE

PA 12 Wit ¥ 2 (H 11 [ P 78 HERE DL B [T /S 2% EU B (ARRWE N B IR TR & 48 45) [11]. #IA
(FEEFERE R ARG DR ik a6 . A2 B ER /K $ryd 1056 (saline infusion test, SIT) & R +E 3 F] i 56
(captopril challenge test, CCT)) [12|1FI 3 BB N AT A : ' _ERRERICRIM(AVS). TLOIFAZ =G A F LR
HoR CT HEZEHAH. SRR LA E - & ES PET-CT. FEFNAFHEZEN [13] =P 5K,

3.2. HElERYBEE

ARR 725 2 BT I 5 8 [ B K EU AR, ARR AOUER PR SZAS I 05 32 5 IR P 1 B 3B S [ 14 #4i
RIS AKEEIRT . R FIRIE ) BB P AR e[ 15], (EIRAERRAE G T FE S AE AN ) 7Y
H T RBURPEATI AR 0 [13]: AVS Bl [ 9 A1 R N TR 20 B T (0 s bnife, H AVS 2 —TE R HE S
ms A H SR ERIE 6] MU AR & - &% PET-CT: PET/CT HAGH & A AL kil
FRAEE F1, HEA RIFHELEYE, EZEFEENEED, BARRBUEHXEMN, HIHFIEFEETL
F#SRETT I AR[17].

4. & FBREZFRBRIE : MIRERFRIAE] S T

APA J& PA W EZWH, RS FIRVIBRARREHRIAMN FZWA18] [19]. %4 L, APA BMIEE
TR R R BROIR AT SRR B R A b R PR, e SR R R 5 SRR 4 %) B AR A IR L 4 P T
TIREE), S G REE B A PR CYPLIB2 (IR, (H2TIEsE SRR A K. 0 K 50 554
LIS HEAER . APAMRER—NZDE. ZERSE5ME RS, W RFESH K4 M
o BFFANSTEAR, UL EEE RNA W, B8 J0 oA ks 20 23 Br A 7 S AR (B4 mRNA.
IncRNA. circRNA. miRNA S5)[IRIAFEEMENL R, NRGHE R APA LA RESR A TaTIr R A
FIFL2[20] [21].

5.APA ERRIAEASHERE
51. BEFRESHEHFHEXERNRERE

APA Y —A 0 F AL AR XS B — P (U SR 048 7 3 1 B 1) S M 20 90% ) APA A7
RN ZRAE, 2P & KCNJ5S. CACNAID. ATPIAl. ATP2B3 Z3E[H[22].

KCNJ5: fi W SRAR LR (215 40%), Ywtd G & AU P B AT IEIE Kird.4. #Uh =48
p.Glyl51Arg, p.Leul 68Arg) R HBS ik 450k, SEENE TN MMRIRRSE M Ak, TR0 m
(VGCO)BEZ I, 5l MiR[23].

CACNAID: %af L RH R 4581E Cavl.3 Wi, AN p.Gly403Asp) i o 2 s 5 AR 35 )k
18, FECGERAS NG n24].
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ATP1A1 5 ATP2B3: 43 74f% Nat/K*-ATP fi§ a1 I0IE A5 545 ATP fig 3 (PMCA3). H o488 it i
FIENIEINRE B I B RE S, R SRR AN E L. A Ak B4 3 11 PR B [ 25]

5.2. Wnt/p-Catenin & EFE 3

CTNNBI1: #%ifity f-catenin ZH, AL p.Serd5Pro) FEUE AR MG I, FEA4HMIAZ A AL, Ak
PEIE Wnt/B-catenin {5 58 . 1238 M 3 BTSN ARG, SRR DA DG, o ] R A R B
IRENAE R 55[26]

6. EERRENF THEEREFHES S FIE
6.1. £FFREMINR

4255 4 (Whole Transcriptome) 787 & 7L RIS A AEGm TS RNA, FEXT4iff. AR, REHEB NG
AP BE R B 1 e B ME AT B4k, FERREE A L5 AT RE . WoE dif. A2, AL RIAE Y R G gL
DR 285 LA S SN L 07 « 9 S AR RN IR S5 Bk 1 23 R b B 7 Th R P46 B A A [21]. BEFUR T SEPEAR
KA FHUR T AEA T B o FEAR 100 HE R A — A8 3% [R 0)'E b i 11988 55 2H 24 (Peri-tumoral Adjacent Cortex, P-
ADR), W] KA PETH BRAMR IR A 8 e 22 57 o BEE ARl s 45 pids . JPaItint . R RIA € &
ZE S IL 5 T (A1 DESeq2, edgeR). THREE &5 HT1(GO, KEGG).  HIALE K L 335 M 2% 43 i (WGCNA) LA &%
e ME R RNA(CeRNA) M ZE A IS [27] . B4 BN 2H (AR5 J2) 5 e e 40 8 ds, mradenr BRI - R AR
i 8
6.2. BETRHRTMSFLERERIERE

AR IR BN RAL 58 LT BA MR SRR ) APA AL

(1) KCNI5 357 . 304 LN T &K F i CYP11B2 234 15 0t (5 [ i & B AE 0 o LI SR 2 R AF
AL RGN A A ARG A DS IE DA 0 i, DURCE m R S SR R AR — D
7~ T KCNIS FEAL iR PN A1 ek [ 1) v 6 P 400 A5 33 B 40 o IV 28 ]

(2) CACNAID RAM . FIGSRRHE SRS S 0E S —3, (25 KCNJS BUfEE 2 R .

(3) CTNNBI RAFAL: REESA Wnt/B-catenin i %L (40 AXIN2, LEF1)1)R 22 45, 4
SR T R

6.3. Wéﬁﬂﬂ E'ﬁ%%%lh\m iz

KCNJ5. CACNAID. ATP1Al. ATP2B3 il s & FdiE yge, FECE EIRBRR M 40 s ffr
Eﬁ(ﬂ&%ﬁnéﬂﬂ@ﬁ%@%%w}#% S FbE, EAE S E AL E A, WSS A& H/CaMK S
WERREG/NFAT PR 26 RS Sl o X L85 5 IR S S o 288 1 [ 1 & P PR Bl 2 5 CYP11B2 a2 i,
AR T ] o 5 A o

6.4. XBELIFWNSSERE

(1) ZEMEEEARBGEM: APA B3F L CYP1IB2 (BE[E & 5). HSD3B2 1 CYP21A2, [FIMf i
CYP17AL, B3 “Z 17a- 32407 AL, AEACHNR ) R [ G 1fi 41 2 B2 . DACHIL A LGRS 7EJ8 55 B /N K-y
(ZG)E#iL, 15 APA i T, 209385k TGF-/Smad Fl Wnt/B-catenin 38 B4 B [E B & &, H 9%
PR APA H 3430 B 5ERE[29].

(2) MHMIBETE S5 Sim M. 2SS AR R APA FELE PRI EE SRR CYP11B2-type 1 {18 ZG 4
fE(KCNJ5. VSNLI =#RiA, &4 TP53 il AU B, 1 CYP11B2-type 2 ZILHCIR T (ZF)FE4RF
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fE(CYP17A1. CYP11BI1 H3Kik), &5 mTORC1 AIFE S S, £ ILT KCNJIS 58457 APA [30]. FR41H
SINTE N APA 20 BIFHR IR (A1 EHUE [m) P A o3 Ak i dE,  FEBE CTNNBI (Wnt f5°5). CALM2 (8515 5) ¢
FTHI1 (ZRAET- 4 E[31] [32].

(3) HMIANIEJS S S A ST : NPNT (B3R ENEN ZG Fr 4 /M S B 1, 7 APA i Fedk
BRIk IE S Wt @A R, HLUTEGE N E BCL2 ST, 8 ECM ¥ 5K, gk
RAEIE TR 7R APA SRR XS “¥% 7 IRES, (HUR ] ZG X I Shh 15 5 535 oS 0T 41 P/ AH 240 fi b
HEYI(CD56. B-catenin)FHRIE, FE MR AR MIRAS[33]. miR-203 7£ APA Wi, @ik WNTSA
i B3 o] T [Tl - 0h D P, LR WINTS A 7K R s o7 g il 73l [34] -

7. BASMARKIIRK

BRI T 2B A oA, HEEEAR, HRGRNCHES. —ARMFERE AR, 15
AL RNA I (RNA-seq) N EIE[35]. FANEL RNA Wl (scRNA-seq) Fll 25 [A] 3 s 4l 24 %k, 3k —
VI FONE LA ZUKP 32T A /K PRI 23 (M AOA B 2 T, REB8 A4 APA JIRE P 200 A STV 30 1) S5 T 12k
PR B0 A0 B 87 K 5 A ST A HAE A .

o E 22 HAE APA 0 PO T EE TR, FIESE T KCNIS SRARTE i [ PA B3 i m AR (]
ik 60%LA L), FEVEARER T HIRPREFE[36]. 7EXF CACNAID F1 ATP1A1 284888 2% d, [ P BB\ 36IF
Hortr T HAENBEP IR AL IEFR, BN 20T E T HT RNA-seq MR, RS
22 7 E APA BF A ERE, KIL T EA NBERE R IR RS RNA AREY), FERRRCR P35 2]
TR WA [37] [38]. (ERAMIB ST, A FIAE IR R, B APA RARAS R
4.

8. MHLEIBNIER: 5> FHARAIFELEN

U A P T P49 22 (1495 B 55 R L 52— N R R A 3 | T IEIE DI RERERS , PB4 P9 A5 5 %
SAHE . ForEgE, RATIANE X0 EEERM N BN XU B CIRZIE T I
PR -

8.1. 48

HE DA 79 R IE 2T B0 R TR AR 3077 R [36] [39]. BB ER <20 ¥, AEEX
i S B i A R SRR S I DRI I 6 A 1 DA W R O SRR T o A R R R 2 RE . R R
s [ 13 22 5 ) 5 e R QAR A . FHT %4 CYP11B1/CYP11B2 #k &L ;. FH I 2435 J%2 CLCN2 F: ]
AR, FH I AR IV B3 51 5 KCNJI5 F1 CACNATH FE K R A5 4 5:[40].

(1) KCNJ5 RABR(Z)H 40%~50%): KCNI5 KA Z i va @ i s E PR+ Kitamoto 55K 31
KCNJ5 KA APA H# AR5 LR SRk 85.2%, B m THFAI(60%), H54ER . &R Ip FEs
FHZG/ L [T B KT i S SL AR DG [41 ] SR 5 BE PRGE Ay KCNIS RARRY AR Bl Kl 3, F
AR 2 T B AR

(2) CACNAID 5 ATP1A1/ATP2B3 RAFHI(E1HL 1 30%~40%): Heg 4l - Wox a2l 8515 5@ ik
BOE A S TR KRR . XRBHZRNZETME, MWRFE/N. HIGREXET, BT REEZEER
TS5 T I, 1% A0k SN 24 1 T PH Y SR 2R P ) AT B LA R R U, IR TR
B AR TREHETT A1 [42].

(3) CTNNB1 AL 5 5%~10%): #5354 DL Wnt/B-catenin B BEFEIE R (1) 3 2 5 £ bR &, 41
FAE SR . HIRRKREET, MY ] 5855 @ AR 5 RFEk s R B R KBS AH G, R H AR KOk E)
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55 (Wnt JEBE) £ A AT 32K B L3 R 1 I 43
8.2. RETRERMARALIGHRRE

(1) X} KCNJ5 RAAMERBE, AHEET RS MER @2 X CTNNB1 RAEMTEG AR5
BB LR, SRAZEYIBETT: X CACNAID -SRI 15 AL o] B 7 B FARIL A 417,

(2) FRAZIMIE 25 B 22 R AR VR T T SR A T e ZERIIAK S OKER P s 28 B A8 22 v] A S M4 o) R AR
GIRK4 @i, MMM B IR T R VATF k155 [44) 0 WRPR b B0 8545 55 B (A {5 FH 45 368 13 LA 7500
B SR AR S AR TS B (R PR AR ) B T A A A LR TR LR B A I [45] o

8.3. IOH
CYP11B2 RfZHAL AR B W S hnife, BERSUE LT REMERT I [46].
8.4. HFRBF

HE1) CYP11B2 FIHi 8 PET /mEf NIRRT, A EESEEL APA FITEAN. TEARTT AL I 5 e 17
[47].

9. IMNEERE

B, BT ARREFAH M ABIR T FATR APA KA LM, ORI 7 8L Rk
WAL AT TR TBTIIE R . BB SOR A Bt B AT ST RN, 28— € 2SI APA (RS HED T
11 TN WS S N AT P E N 1156 S S VAN 7 05 G Rt W R 0] 107 S = R S QT g T > K
1 ZUEBSRERASRN. PREAH., BARAKIELS S, WEERSIAFEERS; 2R
ST APA IR A EB(N CYP1IB2 i RIAIX SARKIA DO IR ARSIImIREE L, FeiEin
I7HE KT RN TIE T AR B E SRR IR T L #% .
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