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Abstract
Proteoglycan 4 (PRG4) is a mucin-like glycoprotein secreted by various cell types, including
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chondrocytes and synovial fibroblasts. Its structure comprises mucin-like repeat domains, a soma-
tomedin B-like domain, and a hemopexin-like domain. PRG4 not only plays a central role in joint
lubrication and mechanical protection but also exhibits multiple functions, such as regulating cell
adhesion and migration as well as modulating inflammatory responses. Recent studies have shown
that PRG4 is aberrantly expressed in a variety of pathological conditions, including chronic obstruc-
tive pulmonary disease, osteoarthritis, cardiovascular diseases, metabolic disorders, tumors, and
rheumatic immune diseases, and is involved in their pathogenesis and progression. The alterations
in PRG4 levels in synovial fluid, serum, and tissues correlate with disease severity, suggesting its
potential as a disease biomarker. Furthermore, recombinant human PRG4 (rhPRG4) has demon-
strated therapeutic potential in several experimental models. This article aims to systematically
review the structure and functions of PRG4, as well as its mechanisms of action and research pro-
gress in various diseases.
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1. 5|8

PRG4 EN—FhMuA R R A, (B2 88T AU b 7E(E, = FE 545 0 RS ik 4t ek v g
BT AN SHU RS, B VR AR I SR . R A R NS A Th R . BB R
HORHFFN R SIIOARES, 4T PRG4 4. ThAE LUK AE FIHLEI B FEAS T — e i oem, (EL7E B
o VR ML 7D, JCH AR PHZE M2 . PRG4 TEVETR . L7 M 2 2 )3k /KPS 500
HERFREHI, FUEA BN R ISRRIRA PR B . B4k, EALA thPRG4 7E5EH A ch JR L 1
Pide P gL AT SUE T OTERT, ARSI IR TR 7 BT BB . DRIL, A0t PRGA 9454
TRE S HAE 2 Mg (AR LS S 0 Rk e i — 25k, DABAON 5 e 5 Im R A e =% .

2. PRG4 Y55, 2%

PRG4 X 4%, 1981 44 David Swann S N K IEar 4, BmVIZMNFTIR P albmk, &K
JE23 173 nm, L) 29 g/L [1] [2]. & HIEAR X 732 B 18] DX PRI B 240 A JE S 2T 4 240 L % f 4 240
J 53 A T 43 WA TR — PRGBS B 1 (3]-[5]. PRG4 [ T AVF 2 AN E ARSI ES T4, &7 N il
somatomedin B FEZE AN C % () hemopexin FEEEHIIR, AW AT, somatomedin B FE 4 Fy i 5 4 g 1
B 9% » hemopexin 45 14 3805 i V8 2% 1) v i 45 1) B RN SG 715 2R TR BT A7 2R [6]-[ 9]« IX 68T 58 K W] PRG4
B TONCE R IR AT Thae e A e Z M IhGE. PRGA MUTE B #ARE FRIE, B2, 4
SURAN M R A B IAEAE, BFEIGAE. OE. FERE. KM, MERAR. EVE4IMI[10]-[12].

3. PRG4 BITh&E
3.1. ;EBSHHWRIFThEE

PRG4 [FH%- LoD REA2 SR iy R AT ST« el i W I E 3R R I B 1R RES 2 P sh At i
MIEE R B (u = 0.04), RIMELERNA 1.2 MPa [R5 77 S BEAERFREESOIRAS MM R/ B i R 1) B
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Pefih 5 BEGRARANT, BT HCR BERA13]-[15]. T DIRERZ BN, BIWIFESOEMEL T, AN K-1a (IL-
La) 38 2 VE K 12 B B £ (1) PRG4 ik, W SEOLA SR G 71 N IE(16].

B TETEE R LAAL, PRG4 IE A5 B MINUOR I . fE4IR)Z T, A0 7T R PRG4 A =
SRS BELIGN, HET0 5] A R Z Serh A Z AR A 9 AR ToAR Y caspase-3 Wi, 478 PRG4
YU ey 3 U AR A7 [ 17 0

3.2. ZRRARERSER BT ThEE

PRG4 {F )y —Ff i EL RN B 1, (E PS4 PR I 50088 7 TR FE R % O PE L, X — D) RerE 2 Fh A= 21
o B R A S R FER AL JT 1, PRGA RIS B3 I HIHIAE A . AFFE R, ERF4EMEHCC)H,
PRG4 [MRERIE S IEL 5 F R - MR EMTOR A RIER, mHEmRASFEHEL N PRGS
(thPRG4) | g EL# 40| HCC 4 PR FIiT R i& 12 [ 18]

TEANHI LAY T T, PRG4 8 I AT 440 B i) i 5 Dh e P S E ] . thPRG4 RE 2
B AR KR 1-B (TGF-B) s SR EAT AL A%, TR U AT A AR & a-" T UULEN 2R 1 (o-
SMA) )L KR BE(FAs)R/N19]. ERTTIEE S, PRG4 A2 FEIRIEE A 1 44 hrED
FikThE, MEPRIE PRGA Al RN, LT A AE FBE A 3R T CD44 24k, X —$iks
Bt 5 LT Ak VR A HAB A AR P A5 BU96AE, 4l PRG4A BEIR/D OB KRG EM LT ZEAL, 385 B AR IR R i
A ANPILRCET AL A0 B A T R 4 RF A 2 e M [20]: 4G DB, thPRG4 W] IR @& & J R A AL S,
HE— 20 R T R 4 M A R ORGP R ThRE[21]

3.3. RERMIFHThEE

PRG4 7] DU Ik 2 FOL i) SHe 1 15 SO0E S B, b e B A2 2 — 2 4] Toll B2 4&(TLRs) /M F 14T
RAEF . TR PRGA 7] BLEE45 A FEH5 T TLR2 1 TLR4, WA SO SES S, feEEm
il BN JRIR SR (MSU) 52 1) THP-1 ELWRAH A 98 RE SORL(AN TL-18 43 il /D) FIAT U M v ik 88 22]. PRG4
WRe T RAR 28 K SR T 42 J8 B I R (MMPs): 7R 515 I IRANA T, thPRG4 iliid CD44 #ditEisit
) IL-18 15 S H) MMP-1/3/9/13. IL-6. IL-8 Al COX2 #ik(p < 0.001) [23]. Mt4h, AWK, PRG4
T NLRP3 28 VMR IE % a7 LLISAR H AR 5 (HS) 5 5 R CoLZR R PR T BE B i RS AL R [24] . 45
LRTR, PRG4 I ZHE N 2B HLHIE 2R RN ARG TER .

4. PRG4 5 HH X &K

5 14 BH ZE 4 fili %995 (Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, COPD) & ¢ i WA« 7™ FE B 8 FE A I 2R
G, WA RIETRIN Z —, & T BRI SEUFRIEIT f4H[25]. 1990 45 2017 4, 4Bk
COPD ZET- NEEIN T 23%, TiilE] 2060 4, COPD A AHEIRAET- ANECK 18 42 540 J5[26].

MIFEEZE KT, COPD 5 28 REAN AL KT I A< 08 S X FE AN T 43, 7 R VS I B ZE R 20 21
B XE MR R ARV IE S REIG R | B A, B 5 A i PR AT M SO P2 [27]. BRI,
COPD M) H P KR bR JZ AT J7 K 4id S 51 (ECM) [28]. ECM 7£ COPD Ji B A% th 435 5
BREEMM A T ECM 855 3 B2 FE AT JE A0 MK 7= A2 LSRRI . G WF TS5 R IR, 181t BH ZE 1 M
I BT 1) AT YA M AE 2 1 SRE A i EARAE S, X AT REAT B T IR K E[29]. PRGA 1E N — AR
FERBE, ARSI 2 55 H S AN G R T 4L I FE, 7 COPD W R ISR PEVER

Lee KY 25 Xt 61 5] COPD FE 1 15 il fid FExt fi 35 [fiLiE PRG4 F1 CRP 7K-F-#E47 LU AL, I COPD
B MIE PRG4 /KT T & E A RE REZH BB 2., #EX%) COPD 41 1T GOLD 7 Ja K3, 1+2F13 +4
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Wit PRG4 LI W 73 )4 10.29 ng/mL AT 13.20 ng/mL, Bty 4.99 ng/mL (p < 0.05), {8 HEW A
HN 4.49 ngmL (p < 0.05), HIRIIE PRG4 HI/KF 591 1@ B E 2 1EMHS; BRI PRG4 7EMIA
COPD ™ AT S PE N E 5% 7 T L CRP Uk Lo B et IR FOWER 2T FVC%I1 1 S0
PRG4 /KPS A (R = 0.91, p = 0.013) [30].

TS N FE 2 B PRG4 7E COPD B3 LG h 3Rk, WRERCA—DUE E M KA RGN BEE R
i PRG4. JEMFEEE A 4865, X8 BE AT S n A — 52 AN E[31]
5.PRG4 5B XTER

BRI RREENREGE TR, & T R (OA) AT HCH B INRHE, 1IERXIH ]
fR#F . PRGA ERRATIHMIN FEH 5y, RYERCHRE IO T, Hidd 1At FUE T DU 3ol &
TR T, 532 W R P R R R RORN 5, AT R OGS G BN [15] [32]. A 05K, PRG4 1E
OA BE MW IR REFE WA, HHIKTPAMN SRR FERAC. RIER T T B R [32]. AWK
B, FEEE oS RAGE R, W RETE RIRE SRR R AAER[33]. AR, HEME/NER OA fi
At MMP-13/PRG4 LUAE T 5 5 5 7™ B (R TR AR OG, R LUAE v RE SO OA i3E e I AR WD iE 14 [34]
DL EAFFEERE, 15 PRG4 T REZ S OA V1M R AEYIbRiEH) o

Waller 555 K, rthPRG4 AA7ERE NIE & 1% WHCE #1052 E KT PBS XTHEZ(p = 0.002).
thPRG4 + EWI R R PBS 42 AL ZE R (p = 0.23). SR, =2 B AWER LMY Z R =
0.70). 5 PBS #AHLL, rhPRG4 AIF K1) PRG4 4RIt =i(p = 0.033). 5 PBS (p = 0.013)fl thPRG4 + 3
JRIE(p=0.011)2HAHLL, rhPRG4 4HIJR CTX-I /KPR 5K, ARG AKFRITE R . 78 s g 4,
thPRG4 ZH(p = 0.006; p = 0.017)F1 thPRG4 + & I JFAER41(p = 0.009; p = 0.03)ZRILH TIL-18 /KFFEAL, Z%
W TR BT N TS thPRG4 W] RESEZ 0015 5 B 1T & B0k [35]. PRG4 SR ISHIR i i a1 L 45
P T BRER AR HAE N OA 71T 2 AV AL R TI0II R 7 [36] o X Fh i 38 T B LT B B A3 IR AR, SRy
A I T AR AL .

J Krawetz 5522 # I thPRG4 R REFEMALFAEA [N L A5 AR /AR B A0 L3S« B W 2 i S E B 25
G P 5 B N 8] 78 o T AR 4 R (MPCs) B4 5, 7T LA 32E MPCs (3 70 RS2 A% B B R SCHE 21
I H. PRG4 I E S ES D8 & N A A SBE 2 BFE R, X — R I8 ) 0085 45 45 4 240
e A21].

6. PRG4 5L INEHKR

ELIE RS F, PRG4 Pyl EE R MG, KRR E 5 2 Fm it f2MH ¢ 1E3 KR FERELL
J7THl, PRG4 RILH SR EFH o« 1P PRG4 Sk 235 BRI AR, AT /0 500 20 ik ok A ff
15 A [37]. PRGA 1EFIE AR E X IRKRIE, S5 M8 5 A RS FE, AT DAVE Dy ifi e =5 98 1)
FHAbREY, [FREA VR NBEER ARG bR S0 7T #E[38].

PRG4 75 /Co I R I JRE VA7 e 2] 7 AR EH . BRFFE KRB, PRG4 BA TR BT RHF M, 750
AR ERE: thPRGA A7 18N 0 LT 2 BEAH L B 55 I BRI 4E BRI RS, O UIBRARJS PRG4
BN A AT RES SREL G O PRGA AT TEVK S R RE TR, £F 41t/ 2 FEMERE, P
& N AU [20]

Ib4h, PRG4 50 IR MSEERAFAE — E I OCIG . BFE LSRR AT AL X S FE R IA, FTRES 5 IRIE
YA RS AL FE[39] 4 IRRE R ZE 3000 BRI, 2% PRG4 /K T2 B TR, XN HATH 1k
NCe P AT R B (1 AR 05 B 4401
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e, FEIRPRIFAAE TS, OHEFASE, K RIPURGE T2 LK PRGA K-THUK; PRG4 7KT4L
R WPIRRI I R &5 R B 2R % s PRG4 ZK-F AT REXTCoIE T AR B2 ) LS s 05 BoA BUS e[ 417

7. PRG4 5K &R

PRG4 AR T H M 248, H5 QU EOm th 7 7 B AR 558k . PRG4 7ETB . HLAEAN
P S G 34 RIE, FHZ nT REl T R mx e U AR A 1M (R) B2 2 5 AR 2R L s B FE [42] . A
45, PRG4 TTHE 5 IR ME M AH ARG A <. Nahon 25 NGB BT 7T &I, Prgd mRNA 7EZHIKH RERE
WA FRIERE L £5), H Prgd 5 AKWAERAMMILEN; /N Pred bR B bR A
YUARTE BEGIN(+2.1 £5, p < 0.01); AHEEEAMIEA G ATP 454 &Sk Al AjEE K244k Bl (H#RE
KBRS SSOH [T e v gy 35 P IR B A IO D BB LA R BUIR BE 1 AL BUAMNHED) RS2 40 5 B A A% HE 2H AH
tt, Prgd bk B REANAOXT IR 2 0815 5 00 TNF a 40T R B 2 H1(—31%, p < 0.001), KI5 5E N
IEH[37]. LA B3R PRGA BT REE 13 AR AR RN 98 1 2 S AR M 1) k2

PRG4 HIHL R S 44 AR F 2 FF PR s (1 B 2252 XL . PRG4 RI@EIEHH] NF-«B 55
T, B BRI pSO A p6S 1% 4% A0 K is/ VE LA B 1Y) 9 R AN 2T A A5 B o~ IUULZ) 25 F (0-SMA) AT TGF-
Bl FIEREE A T(COLIAIZRIA[19] [23] [43]0 X FHPULFGEAAE AT BEXT— L AR 4 298 (U F R A 1k
G 77 FEF BS0AE SR 95 A D 2L 22T Ak ) B AT — 58 HI AR i S Al 761 5% 2 A28 h, PRG4 J8 1k 38 i cAMP
A o-SMA R B A2 AL, BT 583 FH AR o 1) S 2L 2L 943

8. PRG4 5P ERH

Gross &2 @ M /N RO & B R G Prg (9 mRNA £iE/K T, WDk, iz, )
BRI IR Prg 7RI RIARE EAARRIFIRI A, FRERMIR & fE R T AR ERAE R
Prgd #ik#m[44]. SiL3% PRG3 1 PRG5 AN[E], PRG4 ANESARMZ odiil R4 2K, WAL gL
T2 R [P BB [44]. PRG4A 1E K & HAEAE K s 3205, s HOM IR I D g 42 0 B #E[44]. /R4 PRG4
AR S AL, HEHASEMMREEN S, 115 ] e 5N AS 545 S 44]

9. PRG4 5EREH X KR

Das S8 NIHIDRE TBRER G LB AOVHTBRORTMER R 1 2 5 (i Rt B R AT IR AT L, 1Al — B 3
WEARHARN, KWETRESMESHNEER T, PRGS IREEE G, H PRG4 £ NKMIRH#RIE
[12]. XKL RN THREE S AL RIBLAI T FEANG ST HE ri SR BURT A7 140 -

10. PRG4 5PphiE

PRG4 72 25 UFE G AR (MLS )55 M i 098 28 11 (TLS-CHOP Al EWS-CHOP) I R il 20 1« /M5 I PRG4
FIR I IR B S AN ORI, 1T siRNA 1510 PRG4 R AR R #0061 kg AR S [ 4510 IX K W PRG4
A REAE MLS 2 A KA RFERBIE A, FFE 8 MLS Y897 [ g 8 £ [45].

PRG4 7E FF 4 i (HCC) h Kk Tt &1, L IHLAE L FF sl ik tb 7 4 2E(TACE) i 3 YL &5 7, 1 i PRG4
FiE5 TACE Jy7 RN AVE . B A IARIERE HCC TR AHIS[18]. Yuan %5 A JEid SL50E 8,
PRG4 {34558 1 {7 ~ (B AL(EMT) 23 HCC it , iX KW PRG4 RIATM HCC HH MEA
1 TACE ¥697 R M., H PRG4 v RefE A5 TACE 1 HCC & W EWhs &4 18],

Erica %5253 AR 78 1 — 2 51 BV A B AT B 2k 0 2H R R 22 0 78 40 R e Rtk 0 e, R Her 7
AN EER S, £4% FN1: : TEK (5 #5); FN1: : PRG4 (2 #); ALK& MALATI: FN1. PDGFRA:
USP35 fil TIMP3: : ZCCHC7 (% 1 1) [46]. Hrh =AM &t 1 MEls(FN1: : PRG4 5 TIMP3: :
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ZCCHC7, FNI1: : TEK 5 FNI1: : PRG4, FNI: : TEK 5 MALATI: : FNI1 @#), X Laha nlfei
M) e Pk R R T fS 46

Sarkar 55 ANBFFTK I, thPRG4 @i #IH| R % B BB (HA) AR 734 44 (CD44)(E 5 5l #l
TGFB (7 R 2 KA A K H 1 BT F H 4R 28 1% [47]. TGFB fEsmhE h BEA s e, AR
BERE A, BRI AR R A R R R I — LT ) §1][48]

TGFp TEME R A AR Bol ik 75 5 G1-S 20t JIBE A (i ik 4 o ) 2 DA R 4 R R DR 2 A e
P, RIESRKHI R HI/EF [49]. thPRG4 BEHEPT TGFS X HAS2 fil CD44 (15 S, H BT NiAME R
BEHEF, [RIEHCREE TGEB X BRI E I [47]0 X 48R IR thPRG4 1 56 1 N2 28 1 RE A% 1 7L e
(I R IGTT I8 71, AT DA A AW E I A B0 e VA T 7 BRAB G o T A 2 g o 2 I B IR BE, TGF-8 )
IR AR bR A RS, ik MR K AE[50]. Li 5 N KN Piezol it % TGF-
BAE T e A pE it e, H5A RS W3 MHK[51]. TGFB TERSAE IR A2 K g v R ¥ & W E AR
M, PR E G BB SRS, XTI R ma T7 7 R AT RS R U R A & A 5
T g (1 B L S

11. 2B4E5RE

PRG4 fF—Fh 2 ThRERI R U RME, TE4ERECTTIENG « IR AUAT A i SO0E 5 2F 440 55 5 Tl 410
AEBEMEH. RERMMTER. FXWR IR AR . R S50 B iR 55 2 Fhogom
I RIE LN DR R, 188 PRGA AMURFEW RN EES 5%, Wnl G SORE £ AEMhr &
5y . U2 thPRGA TESRERHT 78 R I H T . BUR . PUer 4 ARt Ve SITER,
I R FEAL SR AL TSI HE SR, H AT2% T PRG4 IR A T 10 B 5 BIR AFR R : 1. PRG4 5 CD44,
TLRs %552 7K A AR F B T IS 5 8 B A5 5 0 v (1) AR R4 I 28 T R dE— 2P b 2. thPRG4 1)
BAEE. R K2 A R AEA R R o 17 202 5 10 75 B 22 I R A5 1 R FLS6HIE s 3.
PRG4 TEIMLIE « WA P R 7 v G SHE RSB0 . UG R T @ g—brifk. ARkt
FNLZLE G 2 HEH ARG Rg A, —D4ER PRG4 R R 2 4EThEe, HEsIH/E RS TR
5677 SRS G R N, R B0 HAS HE B VA TR AL R i 5 1)

&5k
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