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Abstract

Spinal infections, including pyogenic spondylitis, spinal tuberculosis, and brucellar spondylitis, rep-
resent a group of highly challenging diseases in orthopedics and infectious diseases, often associated
with poor prognoses. Conventional etiological diagnostic methods, such as microbial culture and imag-
ing studies, are hindered by various limitations that can delay the timely initiation of precise treatment.
In recent years, metagenomic next-generation sequencing (mNGS) has been revolutionizing the diag-
nosticlandscape of spinal infections. With its revolutionary characteristics—being unbiased, provid-
ing broad pathogen coverage, high sensitivity, rapid turnaround time, and obviating the need for a
priori pathogen suspicion—mNGS is reshaping the paradigm of etiological diagnosis. This review
aims to systematically summarize the advancements in the application of mNGS for spinal infections,
critically evaluate the challenges associated with this technology, and discuss its promising future
prospects.
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1. 5|15

BRI — I RMEIR . MER) S HE S B S bl R A1 fls PR e i, LR 8 W 2 . iR
PBSE[1]o AL R AL D S 0%, 0 T A TR 5 4 T (A < o E0 BT A BT o 5 A% 70 BT T S AT B ER) S R K 7
A EE[2] [3] IXEBIR AL I RR B AR, BRI R 3, 2538877, R SBU™ERER, MiHE
R BT R Threst, F 208 LA dr iBUIUE A 2 8% 5 5255 [4]. R UEY IR A
BGAZ WK AR AE[S] [6], AAFE R E R RIRE. B, BFREANNE K, MW & EHCR R 4 REth 45
H5 52 2B E AT R R, FIERIEHE BUK[7] [8]. B AR AW MRIL CT) BRI Y
AR ITHARF UK, REVSTE7R SAEANZEMIBIR,  (H ISR JRRp e, Xk DA X 73 IR e 1 S 20 sl Tl 50
TAEI9] [10]. XEEPRE AR IGVEVRTT RONF S, BIIN 1R 25 PR Ra T7 RIG) XU -

2. MNGS AR IR
2.1. BREEBERE

mNGS [0 BARSE TR Fl e i, EENIMARREA AL BB iR B A A e 30
EIZIREATRENL . IR HIEEAR TARRAR DR : (1) REEGIREAZ O EAL LA B, K
L RER T HGEIE T IRAE, DAROR BRI PR B S B E R R K75 5 o (2) RN SRR A AT S A= 4
e LRI, ARSI AR mMNGS I fRIE. (3) KR IUM F B R IR Bl - 2k
RS P P AT v SR I P PRI S8 R P 68 EAT KRN P 7 A R i« (4) el P el v o
BN EES, EEE S5 NSHR R SR LR E BT, RIRE 75155 R A%
P BEREATEON . 22K, DL AR I AE RN SR . (B) &AM S I BB AR 75113
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KoHi(Reads) B SUHIRE I M 5 . KIS 2200 16 5 36 IO REAIA . IPRRIL. TR SR DL
S, LA PR [11] [12).

22. HBRTHRGHENMS

MNGS BORTEG ARG R A S W7 I PL R B 3 (1) AV T A4 1 7T 55 37 % B
Sl BERIUAR. ZF WBGH AR AR (2) Bie BT R Re A s AR B 0 S A AL IR, HLAR i)
gk % 1~3 K, RFERTEGHRIR. ) —KMEN TR EME . . . FERFESMEAED.
(4) R BB 1L BT M LU B 22 i R A LR L [13]-[16]

3. MNGS E&HREREPHNRH N AR
3.1. HRIREATHISHT

BRI RIS WA I PR R S AE 1] B, O S AR PR PRl YRR 1Rl 2 B EH IR TT 1 KB - mNGS $
ARULHFTHTARA R R, BB TR IR A2 W, S0 T 5 5 0R YT I R & . LIV 4§
[13]— TR, TEILGIN 82 BB GL g v, mNGS HIAS H 2R W] &2 i TS Ak 8% 777:(78.05% vs
43.90%, P < 0.05), mNGS fUMBUEME. HERIE . BTG E B2 m Tk s 35 (P < 0.05). X1 KZE[10]
WAL 54 BIEARMEE R B, mNGS Rl ek P31 90.7%, B T MU A s 3= 1)
59.2%, FEFKF B IUAAE M 1E 7 0 IEA I o AR B 4 v, AR 22 AT DU mNGS A ke, A e 5
I LR A 77.3%. 1X—45 TR, AHLL T8 B P85 7%, mNGS FERTIN AN 1 77 T 2L A B AR 3. B
K 2 m A, XU SE[L7]AF 50 % I mING'S il 20 B 11 R 50RE 225 v T UG A 470156 (90.309%6 vs. 53.40%)

[FI S mMNGS AS s ) At BE AR T3 AR A 85 9% AE XK [L0] I FRIE A B B IS bR AT 46y
THREE 2 RATIEIR S SR, BUEY IR AP RS (7.3 1 2.5) K, mNGS 41~ #4EMF (1.4 £0.3)°K, mNGS
SFLAS I P T B R T R 5 352 (P < 0.001).  [FIFEHIAE WANG S5 [ 1618 78 ik o SRIF I AE M RE 77
SERMTEIN TN 4.74 K, Ti3RTF mNGS 25 R KP4 R AN 2.16 K.

3.2. ERHRBRBEDIISHNE

321 BHEHEZ

SR BT RO R A L R AL LR R T, BRSSPI S%0% 1 1%~3%, 215 ULAE
BRI LR 50% [18] [19]. £ 4512 W 77124 T X-pert. T-SPOT.TB L J 45 4% 70 BAT B 185 9245 [ 7] WANG
SE[L6]HF FE R B, mNGS 2 a4 1% 1) R R 22 v TR AE )35 97(80.0% vs. 11.1%) . ZHANG %5[20]38
RS 27 BB RS AL KT, mNGS KA X-pert 305 45 4% 23 W AT B (G R 22 R e giit 24
(P>0.05), {H#A = THFRA(P<0.001). LI Z[21]0FFida i, fEBH4ZER+, T-SPOT.TB il mNGS
REUE T3 2 5(94.7% vs. 89.2%), {H T-SPOT.TB HI%E S PER] BAKT mNGS (78.3% vs. 100.0%), Kt
T-SPOT.TB FIAGM 45 HAGEAE A IS WrEAE 5% 1 2 BRI, 28 mNGS fESWrE FE45Z it T T-
SPOT.TB.

FEE LA, X mMNGS SRAF ISR I B AT A, wT DA RIS TR o — 2R P a A% 254 (it 245
THOL . IXFREE R B 200, XTSRS 2 Az i A EE %, DUR MR RS HE B
LAY T R EA BRI = .

322 HhERKEETHR
A T A — PP A BRTE A N BALYY, B4R 50 JI TR B g2 [22] [23], AAE K

Z= 4t B
H Ny
B LG LA RG, AR RREN, JOHAHER R EYAL, E A B A& KA

)
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= 4

R IR BESIAE[24] [25], HEhRHEV R MG E TR EACR, (BB TR SFIFRIR, SOAME
NFE W E[26]. H A& TR R 5 Ve B o, E LR — SR R, 81k
WL I AR R PR R AR B — s B R [27].

MNGS REWS B, 2 S WA IR A ke I 38 A 65 ER 1 19 DNA, AT PR, HERf e 2. 3X
XA AT EOAT IR AL A S ARG AL AR M AL R X > R E B, RO 2 AE R YT SRS A7 AE R o
A A R ME A A A 7 Z KT RR(6 M H B EHER) A 2y, W AR AT, sSUn A
TERZGWI[28], M0E BN G VE AR R 2 R B A PUAERIRIT

323 AEMEHERXR

R B IR AR D L, 205 S IR 0.5%~1.6%, 5 LA L DR R AR S 3G S R R
AR FRERE B [29]. XU EAE SR TR il Re AR K4 1G, B EARFRIE 7 55 [30]. XU S5 [17]0F
FRDL, fERFEIZWITT, mNGS [ R B & T B AR )35 7%(100.00% vs. 25.00%) . Tk A M5 [31] (1A
FILIN 40 BIEHRGe B, Eid mNGS fillh 4 FINHFE YL, AL A R . XI3F
SE[32)WF RN 57 B R Y  h, Eid mNGS Kl 8 54 B B R (14.0%), T I A ks
FAKTIH 1 6. mNGS ) A SO I A X R W R R A 1 TR, EE R iayT SEURTHE
AL Z RO R

324, HEEEBH:

APRERS RO B, DRI S5 I . RS PERR A K O e T LB e
(EATEUREE T KA, (65058 iR, mNGS AU TR BIRA], AT AT L B3R 1
BTSRRI, B BB 11 BSR4, RO ML 2 1,
MNGS B SLHITE 11 1. mNGS AL LR HEAHOSUIR IR, e85 ULBK LM DL O LA, AT 36 55
SRS ST
33 HERMNBEARE, BERARTAR

ARG, JCIURAEAE(E ). 05, FAREIBLA IS RGP M 1, RAERE
RS S T AESEHT R R SR BRI DRI B, 117008 T FLAIBEEE R, 7T e
SRR BN . MNGS BR LSS 2 AR BT FEACTH T A UL DAL, Y iR
FISE e 035 SR 2034 WTORIR RSO, R, T O A FUB Y KA. BEAETT L
LR MNGS ke B SR SR I, R I 0 T 2 AT B0 DA 0 AL
BEGR AT SEREAORR AR, B, 4 mNGS KeWUE| MRSA FUNSHIFFEIN, o1 BLRIN & 563t
MRSA (RIZGHIRIEFRHR AU 260, SRPRENIBE & IS, REOBIRIE A K. SRR, WEIGIAT SR
T 25 R

3.4. MM, IESMIERT

B T RS E, mNGS SR T I 1A R0 A 2R 244 5 Fe 20 K AR 38 70 A H 14 0 B
FIUMEL . RN 2R A B A D RS B AT 70, mNGS A BERR S AR, e BRI 1) 5
ZAARE . ORI EEGUAE RT3 . fEIRPRSCE R, 2GR0 4 M W 75 2 24~72 /NI A RESRAS
TR SRR GE, &FERPRZIIAERIGIT. mNGS Al Wi 25 HEE, RMEAREE
AR TIRRZGHERR, WAL RIEHANBOVEARML TSt KN 0Z%, NIRRT
RECRI 25, LS HERE R BRAY . XX TG RMCR . B A BB RPTUE R BT B
DAL A E R o X TR PREEMN 24 R PRI A 6], mNGS SR BT 25 5L RS (5 2, RERS
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S %

5JE Ao a5 R AN, IR T ER A E S ML RS HEIR T 07 % [35].
35. &T mNGS #R& kIS FFE R SRR R R

BEE mMNGS fEF ARG (72 N, G el figg ik 52 25 R0 P o 408 L 1 B 0 A 31 T S8 R I PR T i
FIE KPR . BT mNGS AR IR AR 7%, ERS I AU 2 2 5 T A% G ki 9774(90.7% vs 59.2%) [10],
Il R 3 TG mNGS BHPE 3G 7R I E I — B EE . fERLIEEE T, 4 mNGS K H S5 BT B . &
EERW . MEREBRBEESF R, HEE RS IRRRPERR I AR e, B 5500,
W87 FER B S5, S UCZ RN E SRR YT . AR R A AR . KR T W, R HERR

mﬂ%o%Eﬂﬁ&ﬁﬁ%ﬂﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁ¢ﬂﬁ%—%,f%ﬁ#%ﬁ%ﬁ%%%&@@ﬁiﬁo

MNGS AMIBER AT, & RESRAL T FUAEN £, EARTFE A H S TR sis Y X T
IO PRI R BT P [T T IS 2 2 o A1 6 R S Qe R B AE ), S & C BB I (CRP) AL 4
WU A (ESR) AT AN VIl . 4 % CRPIESR FF&iThim, s Bna A, BEIGARAER W
PRSI, B mNGS k4 i FIRZHEE reads BEUK, N EEKE SRS RTRE, AR 5 15
oo R E R T ReE R (LI 1)
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Figure 1. Clinical diagnosis and treatment process

1. l&RISIT R

3.6. BHIIFEMBEREGIEBENE

BARNE FEG R L R A R A, HUGR R, (RS a4 Rt A e e e HbR . £
REMR 2 4 1) o TP R B T RE S IR Y. HUANG Z5[6]0F 70 R I, B 51 e A R e L IR S A= 4
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Ab, mNGS A 2 oAl 55 Wk e Y, Wt SRS N SRR XIS [32]0F 7T & B,
TETCFEFR IR TE G B, mNGS KT PESRIEFI T 21.1% (12/57). HLA WL, S5HE5 %ML,
MNGS % 3F JL AL J5 R EL A BT A VG, 72 W R R0 S A e b B RO 34
4. mNGS B EBR 1%

1) S5 EH

MNGS AR A% Pk — 2 X 3 B SE 0 SR A4S 5 5 SE B R 5L N IY5 e o X 285 YL m] BB R I
FARGA G Y DNA, SIS IS FEACRAEL FEAE . [X 0 X B8 /7 B R BUR BIE 215 %, FE O
Frerg ARl ATRER ARG R iR, DURIRIREE A G R 8. FE IR AT 1)
SIGPERIE[T]. HEAMEEAE YRR TS £ DNA H SHAxHE A . mNGS e 2515 11 5551
MR B E TR RS o R 2518 FRORART, KAL) reads # il N ZSEERIA 4, 5 35098 SR
AP R R R . IO TR R R B G (0 A P S A MR R A A T AR VR TT TR IR ) TN
oy, RS SRS R

2) FEHH 5B THE

FERLAREAR A T mNGS W] BERS IS 2 A4, (H R B 16 0 2 R A P B0 QR 0 s 1k e
HAl, mMt=gi—n. TP ERAE R E R “ U kI X 5 BURE S5 ERE . % mNGS 45
RIfEE, JUHORTEARE BB O T A, SR T 5 B IGARREIR . R R S0 = RIE
Fehm SR IT IS AR R (8 Ao B, s A R A R 2B R TR R B b s e, (HHRE
JEE 45 R T B A SR SR S R AT A 32 6] [20]

3) AL M2 R

MNGS A A B, HABEANRARE R, AN S0 5 K H A AR OB i T R AP E 22 57
SESE R T E DM Z B . B AT RS W 3 BRI T G, Illumina 1B ERE
G, MBIETRXTHIESER, G808 RS H b3 AT PR o SR 25 5 R 9848 07 s 183 BT T 7
AT, AT A, A DA R AR S PO S T 7 5K - Nanopore 1R B MEAR, MRATE TR IRK,
FIFE 3 Rk % e, H AT el 7 68 0 8 4 s s Wi 18] 25 3A7E T i s el i e A i i, Al R
MRV A i 24 25 S AR RORS e S o DRI S AT b R G — [ AR S 4 B 2 SEIL mINGSS H AR V2 I PR B2
124 4% 2 2 [36] [37].

4) i 2R AL EK

S mNGS REBEASIN B 4> 5 DA RN 25 PEAR SC IR IR, (B TCVE B BRI PR b 28 ¢ 3 B S I 0
R B S RS HE N 2 R BB, X e — e R PR 7 L AE e TS v F 2 ) B R
5. REERE

MNGS A IELARTFTARA FIER R, WA R e e . B Rhifig 7 K ee 5
FFETCBA W BRI, JCIAE PR A I SR R TR A B T R BRI, WA R
TS ], RS SRS BRI T AT T RS . R ETT Yl AR R A
AR T AR, HEEERARFARNER. ZHEEAEDRIGKRER AR, mMNGS WA A
BRI G LT AR PR AT BB IA TS, RSEUN A I M BB BIANMALL . RS HEALTRTT 1B
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