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Abstract

Early-stage triple-negative breast cancer (TNBC) has entered the era of perioperative immunother-
apy; however, residual disease after neoadjuvant therapy remains the dominant source of relapse,
and a binary pathological complete response (pCR) endpoint is insufficient to support risk-adapted
escalation or de-escalation. This review positions residual cancer burden (RCB) as a quantitative
pathological anchor and critically summarizes circulating tumor DNA-based minimal residual dis-
ease (ctDNA-MRD), focusing on assay strategies (tumor-informed vs tumor-naive), sampling windows
across the perioperative timeline, and interpretability pitfalls including false negatives and false
positives. Evidence from serial ctDNA studies suggests that ctDNA clearance better captures depth
of response than a single time-point result and can further stratify risk within non-pCR populations.
Integrating these dimensions, we propose a pragmatic framework (RCB low/high x ctDNA nega-
tive/positive) to define a “molecular ultra-high-risk” subgroup for post-neoadjuvant intensification.
Within the current immunotherapy backbone, we outline the evidence boundaries for capecitabine
and olaparib and discuss the rationale and emerging data supporting the forward shift of antibody-
drug conjugates (ADCs), including TROP2-directed agents and ADC-immunotherapy combinations.
Finally, we highlight trial-design considerations that keep event-free and overall survival as primary
endpoints while using ctDNA clearance as a mechanistic/early signal endpoint, and we summarize
workflow requirements for real-world implementation.
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1. 518

= FA LIRS (Triple-Negative Breast Cancer, TNBC)[X#t = ER/PR/HER2 2 iA 1 i/ 22 iy 43-iih 5 1
HER2 {J7INT, AW R mth 53, kAR B 5 H I R a2 & 5169752, RIS /T T ARE B
B AR LB R A SR F A . Bl S —mfa WA, BT AR RGUEYT I B A O 4 o e 3 s B
e PR R I i & e KA

H BT (neoadjuvant therapy)fE- 1 TNBC HHIZETHf L ONbRAERR AR, HAMEAMUAE T S54Em
FARATVIGRYE, AT DU B By il 5 B2 96 97 PR B 105 6 o 94 B 5¢ 4> 2% i (pathological Com-
plete Response, pCR)-5 iz AL, R A ¢, (H L 433 Ja 14 3 DA 20 i e > LR (R i s K B ARG A A 75k
#Jikk(Residual Disease, RD), 1fii RD 1E&E K FMH M FERIE. HE pCR, FRAE 17 (Residual Cancer
Burden, RCB) AR AH4H. P EE & M7 VR IR REE, ARG A 32 5 A& (14 2 SRk 1] -

G PR TT I NE— D BT U TNBC a7 @8 . L KEYNOTE-522 AR M F T AR LT Bk
4 PD-1 40177 %, #Eik3% pCR 5L FHAFEFR(EFS)FEAt E, #F— R BATF(0S) 3k, tr&EH

DOI: 10.12677/acm.2026.1641413 1737 Il A 2= 27 ik


https://doi.org/10.12677/acm.2026.1641413
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

REER

FAR GG T B 1o S 26 1) e 38 K A A7 BAE B BRAT [2] [3]. SRT, AR A STk ST AR A A
“UENIGRSE . WERTURE” SO EE MR, JLHAE RD AR, KRG RRT I = 5 —5ik,

MHTEBG YT IR B SOR T s TR X RD B, KRR ORAEAF IR HE
gBRCAL/2 #Up A i Himfad, BhiinR]a] BACE R IFGaE 447 4] [5]. SULFEIRT, ADC 4551 & IE s
A, ELE B S B R P 5 S AR RS HE XU IR S FA IR DNA f/INik B 993 41 (ctDNA-MRD) Hy 43
TR IR AL 7 AT s S I 4ERE, HHEE RCB HAME X HIENR & G5 otk i r[6]. &Tik, A&
Z5RK % RCB x ctDNA-MRD 3R 50 [ Fl T ARG B S ms, A IERIRE . k2B S S R )
RISV B, LIRSS I R U3 5 J s th e 7 (1 2 48 PATRA HEAT R G A

2. BERMNIRELEL: BT RCB E pCR EEAREIEFARRARE
2.1. ME2&E pCR BB K MEER

FEFI TNBC BB BT 4, pCR BlsE B wl AR IE s H 5KINEE RARSS, Kz 0%
Ko B pCR AJiRZ — 73 KAahR, REVSIX 70 JoiR e ik B 5 A7 AE BRI AL, 00 A0 25 W PR 3 L 5 14 1]
A R Z DA MBS E? BB > RSN T XS T FE? non-pCR NI B 2 K (Rlitk, #
HY pCR AEAEAN A& ASZ Rl € RS ARG 16T J7 58, JCHAEF BRI T 5 i B 2 RS HE R BLAE

2.2. RCBEATRIB . EEEW. IMP—BMSTTHERES

RCB 158 st E Wi B S SR AW WA BUOCHR T NI E S84, IRt — 2273|209 RCB-0//IIIN;
HA SR G MR R R R A0 S bk L A5 e R i, DRI T S B S A B R 4B ) SR B[]
fEL 0B &I Hrh, RCB 5RAMEF LA ERE RS R, BN 7N R —
B PR HIFARRE E MBI BB IR B, Wi w] FFEs 0 7C L 7 S0 5 KRS 38 FH SR [8] - BE EEEL A2,
RCB BT AU pCR iR | Z DR B R A A2 SR A . 281, RCB HalAE Ny T
AR SR R A% O 05 BE XU i, BEREAE non-pCR A s i 37 W] #R AR 1R XU B B, SCE PA 23 A1 A2 1 il R
JY 2 M ctDNA-MRD 557> 5% B Fi AR (1 AN B 15 B3 S5 Mg AL kAt

3.ctDNA-MRD FAFER: FHIERF, ROEOSERATBEREMGE

CtDNA-MRD (%O AMEAE TAERAR - S IR R A A, R S i mT e HY (K BfR ORI DNA 55,
A>T 2 R B, AT KU VR 531 i 6% 280 W) = A IR 18] 7 o 42 5-38) TNBC 1, MRD SRR A B AR
SRR IR — 8800, — Wi Bia T AR v BB A I BTt (CtDNA 75 KR BRF 82 BH Ak B S VR L 5 7 AE T
25); —RAEEBAHEZ, AT 5E B fa R R =R L B s R (5 5 40T,
it BT S (BRI G [6]. (EZLLE MRD BEA T HAT IR PRARIGHESE, 75 2L E S5 MRD 45 R 1Al {5
FERAS I BR 2R . RN 5 5 BB RE SRR E, ARMT—IRAN ™, #RT BEAE 205 B R 5 e KU B
Ko

KM AR KAR T AW S AT . SeHE T IR 2V ST AR R AR B3, P A IR 4T € 1] 36 R (A
dPCR BAMAAL 2 RAGEIRIFP), JEH B4 R 2k, SN SRR S i) MRD 375 HAR 2 i 2
AR, WRRER A A R T 5E & [9]. HEUCRN B M b FHRIMBAHOE 5, ImRR
FEFE AL, (HFE MRD H A [HI 1 5 707 0 BE B R S Ve D, e 2 B P A I A 7 S s 1 1) 5 o
ERR, A IMERBAE 5 B bk XU HE 2 BEBOR

SR TR] B 5E T MRD A5 5 (I PRI o BT ASYIAE B 4 B i S S (B 25 1 390 ) S s S
B iR, T PR S IEETE BRI DNA; RTINS 55 8 o AR G RS 4~8 i 1k
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MRD, & EX 58 R ARG E [ VE e Bl 39T ] e 0 sl UL P SR R 0, (B PSSO 5 (s
MG R G RB R MERETEWmE. TiEEHEWHEIK. - TRAK TN FIZIHEH, 29 ctDNA #XE
BH, Ab s Dk R A%, SEUTE MRD T HE B s iR A N H R R T IR AT R 3, AT &
45 7 FAET IR E D, tEISS 1 ctDNA fEuMl A SRR [10]. BRIbL, RRBLTH R ELATR Al
RIS DA SR AR, T AR AAE A5 RIS PR A R o

SRR PRAREN &, A UE PR R 36 S R L 1 TNBC 1 ctDNA B 5 58 22 S AR — 5, DR pR P58
WIS TR . SRR A ST G BUREER T, ctDNA [P R AT REdE 2
YEPRES R, XAREE KR AZE[11]. Fitt, ctDNA-MRD &A1 8 ke fa . filk 5@k ik
S e I . JCHAER B AR U B m ) R T, ctDNA B 3 RN — i il A5 5 3h S I 5 s
PRI EEARS I B AR (R R, T A ] B A DU TR R

4. RCB 5 ctDNA E#MIESEIER S AR

RCB = ZFH T 1At B4 2 I 3R A IR 16T s CtDNA-MRD U M 4372 T B 7~ 1 N 2 B T3 47- 72
NG B I B S E R TS B . A RS R R R KR, AR EAME . IGIR b, B
1) RCB HA— & BRE BH O RS2 TR E, 1 RCB BUKH 24k pCR, AR TEA
HEBRIZE AL R RS o DRI, SR 5 B 2 e b BRI 2 40 T e bk AT FI KT, 5 7] REAAAE SR BR -

DAETER, HHE—EA] 2 ctDNA BHPES AL, ctDNA B854k, LI ctDNA WS FRIR
A, HERRBUETT RBLRFE S A R R . B R R IE ) pCR, #EIRTT i A2 SEIL ctDNA EkR,
HIGE AT BEIL T ctDNA FEEBH M B . Rk, ctDNA A 27E non-pCR At — B4l b K% 52,
NAR G AR TT NI IR SR (L AR IR [12] . BRI S, SRR AR, CtDNA 2 BH P T Be bk
K (HEMELE FIFEAAAER AR AL B EE 1, ctDNA 5l S gk 7 i kb 784 245 B [13]. ZERENLIRER
IMpassion031 IR R 7R i 7~, ctDNA ShZS AR 5697 B KGR S, AR IS, 2 ctDNA ML A
F i KU B 5Pt — 20 R R Dyl RS N 1k 7y 2 L R R A S HF[14].

FT FIRIAIR, RCB 5 ctDNA n] 8 #—N B IR T B 2 x 2 47 JZHESE, B RCB (0~ vs 11~111)
65 ctDNA (FI1E vs BETHE) o IX—HEZEPIAMEATE T X BB 3T — kM. BRSIEAREE, TAE TR Bk
G755 531 5k BOIRASTEAE [R]— KUK AR FR th HEAT B S R . 6 T RCB 4K H. ctDNA BIVER &8, KR
R IT SONAER AT AR 1435k B AR AR RIR T Ik AR U R AL IR R AT 5. X T RCB sy H.
CtDNA BHYER B3, W [FI H A5 R R R g RS 0r THR B, P& LR “Wmn /e ” WAL IIAR1IE
FAE AR JG SR T I Ao B AR N HE .

TERWMZ, A —80 ERHEZENRER . WRATAMENHY . XT RCB #®mH
CtDNA BRI, X PP — Stk 2D n ReA = PRt H—, Al BB, Bz BRT-R i i [a]
T R R MR DNA BEBCA R BRI A, AT R Bei e B LSS/ AE M 7 1ok s =,
o BAFE R R AR, (HM AR i ) R PE Tk K=, 0 BF TR R 5 Mg e
1709 16 EIE R AR T B AR LA 2 A A DG IR R A o ST I UEHE , WX S AN E K — X ctDNA
FPE T R PR oM G, TN S m e N, JREd R R E R R, AWM &4 Atk e g
s« JBKE AR IU A I A B R R AT F 00 =

AEXTHE, %5 RCB AU ctDNA BT, WIHE 7S B2 5 AR fer A BRI A S5 R T R G PE RS D2 R,
X N e e 5 o B DA R B A% E R B RE TS AT T, oo 7= T AR H 1t 5
LA AP LE BN B 2R3 5  HHEAT L, RCB 5 ctDNA F AR AR, 1 il i i1 ) — 85 AR —
HWRNETE, HLFE A ERETF AR TNBC BIFHHiBIE R R, Hr, RCB & H ctDNA BH{H M) & I {E
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A ADC HiF% J K H EFS BEA ctDNA 1EFR& S FU I E S X %, 1 RCB ={H ctDNA B, RCB f&{H
CtDNA BHH X BN —FNTE, TS8R Jis 455 i P 0 e A TR A i 5 M) T PRI S BRI 0% - [15] o

5. BFARHIR&ERTT: AR IIREMSSTEER

F I TNBC JR97 SRBG I B AL, ORI T B AR S BT IEE AW 2 . KEYNOTE-522 #ff 7t
TERRAERT BT T Je At DS IR ER BT, T ARG ARSRERRIGYT, HRUESE T EFS 3R, BE/GRE—
AR OS Mz, HEzh PD-1 7 fy B alid s pCR 2R A SRS A JiE A Bk s K W AE A7 TR T B 28 . [T
B EIRTT G W BOEAE AR VR R R R, AN 2 I R R ia T, i el RO AS [ B R 22
FA AR 2R SR A B B SR (1 3 TR SR T R A . AR e iy T H AT e f RO e . —, 23
KSR 25 75 EERIE T35 %) pCR &%, MM non-pCR &% 4k 445 52 R J5 S 5 1R 9T A EAELE AR
EME. RCB 73 )2 IR B /A iX — a4 4t 7 S EIT I PR e SR RS o AT, AR 2R e
AT HE R pCR #, TEZAUARIAF] pCR M E T M EZH] EFS Bt %, Sk RM AL EE TR
MG SEETT 3R [16], Bk, RCB AR VFM B IEYT RS EE TH, 0] fe o HIW 2 b7
Rt oA S HRRNR . A5 RPIRYT O TR AR S T, R4 HIEFR Ei— P iinyr i, wlae
FE B RCB B s B T Ok B IR 2 RIS BRI R

FA FE FARIARE Tt — 037K, S8 9T 1T ROPT RE5 A NI HIL S 5407 I B IR 4R FH 25 DDA G
IMpassion031 IESE, £ 4h B AGTT B BB B 8 R BR B0 n] O B i, SCRFARBEIRTT RS RN,
547 L [F) 78 i e SR MRS [17] . GeparNuevo UHR7R, BIMEAE B A G BRI BhigekiiaTy, K
HRSE AT AT BECSE , E UM 5] — A e AR AR P R ) RS SRR T R TS TR AR T B R g — A4k,
T N AR SRS 2 1R R 43 2 HEAT I B VRO B [18] 0 H A M Bk = B — A= Wb B R 00 R R 1k ] 225 i e £
BTG BEYT . WP P LA X — . AR R, B ARSI R, LR A R o
. WEEDIRES . IBITIHAZME. RCB MR LA ctDNA SIS HEAT MAL RN, AR, 5 4
IrAEs S KHAVETT 1y R I B AH o I VBT IR SO A RO 24, BELE T8 5% ml i O 3R 15 va AL
S NBEIE A 2 B B [19]

6. FEEhAaTT BEM R ESR AT IR

TE FTF- AR G2 18 T7 B0 O BERINA T AEZE )T 50 N, BB T R BU R0 AT 5%, R
B AT B OTAL, R B A @ I BRAIA T 7 5. TRl Bhia T R A A R IZ I 1Y) HER2 B TE
H3%, CREATE-X BEFUIESE, ARJGRIMET 4% DFS, JFHiK OS 3kat, Kb AR m i fa ik 40
I 2 RAE T %[20]. XT3 gBRCAL/2 SUm A 7 HJE 1w G HER2 BA I 1AL AR &
&, OlympiA WF R Zon, AJEN A 14 BEIARI 2% 3 iDFS, FFEJE 40 BoR OS 3ka%, Wi
T 10k 5y % I DNA & SRR BA rTFEAL YA @tk ya T A [21] . Rk, TERSBIEYT 5P B, IR
TR S N RE R R AT AE A AT F AOHE A, 40 gBRCA/HRD ARZS, [AIR 454 RCB 1 ctDNA HIKi%
RIS, A B B R R — S R R S 2 M A

I 1 A SE e R PR e o, 7T S B8 0T« AT S PARP 3057 22 1] 8 05 3028 245 55 1 AS B 1
KEYNOTE-522 77 A 500 & R J5 4k S8 AR BR BB e, DRI XS TAAAE AR R AL B B, 0 7 2[R
P T P A ) e — R TR SR G R IBTT, R mEE RS R s B AR . B BE LT
FUC TR 53 SCHRF B T AR A R 2R SR A D Rt 7 SR KRR &, (BT 2 A EG BT B R IR A
FREEI B) B e Ak, TS [RIZIER 00 2518 . IXIR, RFE S RCB 5 ctDNA 25 T H, {HIE
IE TR B IAIT R E B, RS IR SRS R I6 P v 58D 1 1) 3 XU 43 2 0 ] B8R 4%
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R, AR5 RASE R I A —E R — P TS . ALEXANDRA/IMpassion030
FEULF A GG F ) TNBC P AR AL TR B & FIBR LT, R EEE] iDFS 3Rai, $em ik
69T BT RCAT R i BEARRURT 4R B BES AT [R)20 J8 3l B 8 K Se e 3, T 5 A A I ] s S K B 8 B
PR ESREARAS RIME R [22] . DAL, Bl BIG T IR BB BT — 2505 1A, AT REAN X Fir A SR SR — A
KARBERTT, MRAERELEA 7T B2 A8 W e e P, SINER R 6259, W ADC, Bk
A HIIE 5 7 BRI

7. ADC E&HT: EIE RCB-2/3 & MRD R A BB BILERE

TERH TNBC W, BIERBE IR IT T oR E 2L TR AR —JORTEH AT 5 U775
BRI T 1) RCB-2/3 85 7 —FR A KM i1 ctDNA-MRD FLE 14 F = fa 4 . ADC Jiid Hifk
S E R, K m A R R S R A TR An e, JR AT R — e FE T LA B 55 R RN v AR R
SRRE. R, RS H AT G MR G SR R R (HARGMEE R XA B, ADC B
W ER AL gAY BRI ), IR R TR T A0S B (R EU P4

R TNBC HIHIF 45 SR B JeiE W] 1 ADC ~F & 1RITRE ). ASCENT BHFt iR, b 2Bk
AR R PRALT TR E HCE BE A VR M TNBC B3 1) PFS A1 OS, >4 TROP2-ADC it —35 [ R ik
JTI BeRi R4t 1 B B IR 23] TEEAASIERISE, ADC B HFAEUS B AE B HE 2 1H . NeoSTAR it
FUAEJRHB TNBC HH5GHIE T 84l Bh B 24 b Z Bk AP T AT M S e R v 1, 3R T 38 TR 97 RN AT
JE ST R EORE R R, 188 ADC T AR IHE N Bl FARIVA T Bk 12 [24]. SR, AT
(Dato-DXd)7E TROPION-PanTumor01 #f 7t H th o th &t % TNBC #7775, $&7x TROP2-ADC iX—%)
Ytk 2 IEAEIE D ) B R R T R LA RS . P BB e[ 25]

8. ImRFEH RSB

TE Bl F AR BRI T OO R ITTHESE I RTHE T, Bl BhIG T G BL I IE R B MR i), A2
et InG, TS WAL B AR AR f e 5 4 T iR BRSO T BIE VG T /3 /= . RCB x ctDNA
e A AE R T — MO MT BT FTAE . RCB-I/1 H. ctDNA FREEpH IS, 7] 58 N se % itk
THIZ 0 AHE; RCB-1/II {H ctDNA [, AEd i oG, 1 E&1E A 7 2 Z AT
SEIER E fE A —EBAS]; RCB 0~1 {H ctDNA PHE#, MIFRFEHE AR A FAER T RatE s, FH
FfBA 3SR 7E 1 & B[ 26]

BT R, KRB T AR TNBC Bs Bha )T 5 5k AR AL B3 (O mr S MR L 7. 2
WNZH AR ZRHE B AT (B BUAS B0 R 2R ) IS AR R AR . FREAR S 4~8 JH 58
FRUELL ctDNA Kol H SR S HE b Bz A e B 1R 8 35« W T nT ks RCB-11/111 H. ctDNA B %8 &
BRI, HoK RCB-1/111{H ctDNA BT ARk A B . Bk 1R AR B R R k3 AR R PR
BRI o o REZH D 1 BT 6 B SRR BIAREAR S5 VR TT SRS, B a4k S 58 U FAR M e 5 ia T, ARG RIIE S,
FREhE SRR AR I AE ARV T 3R E NN L TROP2-ADC AMRE BRI TR, RABE
P B AT VR . TR E T, MR SR DL EFS B iDFS fE %02 L, OS 1R N SHEK
& SULFIRE, WK CtDNA JEBR BN AR LHI L L s A RIS 5 & 8. 27t B RO E T 5 ik
ARG, AT &R A EFS &5 ctDNA JE BRI T2 28 st DA R3R 55 5 701 IOREIR EE[6] -

9. g5
RCB AEWS A0l BVA T J5 5 BE 52 5 AR i fif, ctDNA-MRD MR AL T R G 4375k B i) 3h 25 il

i 11\
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W, “HBAMNAMEIENE, A RET RN RCB & H ctDNA BIMEMIN G &S, BETERRE
TR AR5 0 T iR B 2 R AT AP AE AR — 8 . LT RCB #mi{H ctDNA BAPER &S, BRIk P 145
AR PSR AR N, GRS UL TR ARG« SR £, B3 500025 5 K s PR s B e e ]
RERA I R, A REBAAMIIRIRIEN, ARLERTA TR R G, & 7E4 RCB/CtDNA
BB 20 J2 5 A e i e NBE R F R RTIEVERE 7E . BONTTATIRAR, RIEAR)S 4~8 J& ctDNA FrE8:rH M
IR A B T, DUYHTAREAR GG AR R, PPl TROP2-ADC %555k 5 m e 15 52 =1 ctDNA JEFr 3
ik — P4 EFSIOS 3Rai. RATES— RCB WALIAE . FIE ctDNA R 5 R ILE 1. BIifA—805
JE IR P AT PRI I L T BB )5, RCB x ctDNA HEZE 445 w] B MM & A7 BLIE #6105
1 TNBC FlF AR M RSHE FL 67 IR T A

&5k
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