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Abstract
Background: Cardiovascular diseases (CVDs) are the leading cause of mortality and disability
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globally, with inflammation playing a central role in their pathogenesis. The neutrophil-to-lympho-
cyte ratio (NLR), as a readily available and cost-effective inflammatory biomarker, has attracted
significant attention in recent years. Objective: This systematic review summarizes the research
progress on the clinical application of NLR in cardiovascular diseases such as coronary heart dis-
ease, heart failure, hypertension, and atrial fibrillation. It also evaluates its prognostic value, dis-
cusses existing limitations, and outlines future research directions. Results: Existing evidence indi-
cates that elevated NLR levels are significantly associated with increased long-term mortality in pa-
tients with coronary heart disease, worse outcomes in patients with heart failure, higher risk of
incident hypertension and target organ damage, and higher risks of recurrence and thrombotic
events in patients with atrial fibrillation. NLR also shows potential applications in emerging areas
such as the risk stratification of cardiovascular-kidney-metabolic syndrome. However, the field still
faces challenges including lack of standardized cutoff values, significant population heterogeneity,
unclear causal relationships, and the need to validate the therapeutic implications of NLR modula-
tion. Conclusion: As a composite indicator reflecting the inflammation-immunity balance, NLR
demonstrates reliable prognostic value in various cardiovascular diseases. Future efforts should
focus on establishing standardized thresholds and conducting high-quality prospective studies to
facilitate its clinical translation.
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O I B (Cardiovascular diseases, CVDs) & 4 EKIE Bl N EUOE. Bk BB RN 2 —, gl &2
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2. NLR B2 5l
2.1. FMERYHRRRIER

HrE R S R e A, A4 BV NI EE I A 12] BEROR R (I 13]. AR TR PR
(ROS) [141ZHL 1 2 15 B0 A I I A SN o IEAERFFUR I, AR VR0 B e s i kS 4 pe, i 2
OIS S AE 1 E B AT (151, AT DL DR P b 41 i B 417547 I (NETs) [16] [17] 55 S I 2R 558 [ 18]
PLB R AR 2 SARME E XIE 19157 XS 5 B0 M RR N E A SRR it it it —5m
JEIN B 4545« BEERANER 8 BoD AT 4 %5

2.2. HKEAEPEBYIER

RS AT 93 ML VE SR AR o), A I A R X ) S B T . Ferfr, CD4' T 4l
R HRE I 8 WTT1E T HHE(Treg)ilid 73k TGF-g | SOAE . ZEHF IR Aass, HIDRESRIG
PN S K A AL HE R [20]-[23]5 TTROM T 4 R B AL 2 S BORBR AR E « FELIUBSEHR T,
i 5 A EEL 200 ff A B 3% (TSLP) s iR itk CD4' T 4l i) Treg 404k, #EIM G OB R [24]. BLAL, &
BEKIR I naive B 4 B HIE S BAT G BEAE G O Dh e B/ MEESE AR B0 DRI 1 I (2510 KB AR 7T 2
AN, 0 SR R R AH R R T naive CD4T T SHARPEFEE, HAZBIE S5 A R TS LA 5%
[26]o DA, 9k ECL 200 F) SV R A R % D REDR A5 A o L P08 (00 8 A i Jee bt o i B A I

2.3. NLR HJ5RTBETRE X

NLR 2 g i S5k A0 r LeAE, VB NI IR b 52 3R I HL A 238 a6 2 RE e A, AP T
BT I 4% S5 I 184 558 5 G 92 975 A 59 A7 RO B BEOIR S, MRS — JORESR A, AETE AT Hb IR 7R Sk 2k
BRI [27] [28]. MALHIZTEE, NLR 54 5 I ReRET S AR UIAH O o % 4 [0 Hh P b R e
Bl S AL VDB (MPO) AN R b 40 B 1 B (A BE(NE), ] BLEEA5095 PN 52 200 Pt B 4l B AR SR R [ 15]; RIS,
KEFEM ROS MR HFE— AL, FEON R AR 3 &7 Tk TRESZH3[29]. 5 —J71H, kB4t
Treg 1 CD4* T ZHARIEHF) FFIk/D , mTEISSALANS Y B2 B E Re 77, HEREARILXS 28 RE (1 i AR I [30]
TP AT R ERAS s MR T NLR AR RO I 78 I Ay 5 XU FOUMI 41 s P 5 22 A B At

3. NLR EXE LI EHEF DR ASTIER
3.1. BREBKBHEBE LM O ERR

e DR 30 Fk S AR AR A oo HEE P (VAT ST T8 /a0 ) AV AZZ Lo B R Bt S K S R AREALL , - T 8O S L B %
RERTA S BRI R HE R B B HER AR 2]

3.1.1. SMEKESE

NLR /K5 2 5e kR A AE(ACS) B3 B O R FE FE 2 IEAH G . Pruc S8 AGHN 90 TiA 9T 11 Meta
SYHTEIR, ACS B35 NLR 3% & TR BLO L0 5 (5.45 £ 4.28 vs. 2.46 + 2.15), H ST Biam AL
WURESE(STEMI) & T3k ST BiA = ALOUESE(NSTEMI), OV SE T A Fa g RO SR[3 1], IX—HhE 2
FH27R, NLR 7K A] SO LR (0 R 52 B SERE IROSIIRIE , AR s 7™ 2 52 (R0 4l B PP Al Fa A B — i€ I IR
8.

TEWUG VS 7T, Pruc %5 A1 Meta 70 HTiE7R, FETE#H ABE NLR 23 & T 75 #(5.56 + 3.93 vs.
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3.67 £2.72), RAETZELMERRFEHFMACE)#H NLR 785 E & T I H M4 (6.29 + 4.89 vs. 3.82 + 4.12)
[31]. #E7RABE NLR A BT B0 & G ¥ . Adamstein 28 AV S0t —4FsZ, NLR S:7HE 1
AFRiEZE, MACE MBI 1.12 £5[28], #&7% NLR Xz T E B Mor BUnE . 7656 A s 771
Arslan 25 \XF 500 1 ACS B EH WS, ABE NLR >3 # 30 K MACE X140 1.85 £5[32]; EKH
TG 7 1H, Ting S ANKIL, ABE NLR 5 STEMI 3 1 FEIETHMALAHIS, & NLR B35 1 AT R
Jn2.18 £%[337.

3.1.2. AINBFTARE

NLR % 5 0o 58 28 KRR Bk A AR T (PCD)AR S5 [R5z A Pl 5 B I R RV [ B B A Tt o £
Siahaan ¢ AN 15 Tt 51 3% 3889 f4il H (1) Meta 0 AT 27, 5 NLR 532 8P Pk KU B35 AH 0% . 7
ST, T NLR 4183 B4R KUK 2K NLR 411 1.61 fi; {EZESAF 24 #T, NLR &30 1 4~
fr, PR RIS N 30% [34]. Ramos 55 NfZRIAFRH, & NLR 55 & SYNTAX ¥F4 11 & &) fi g s
AT AR, B8 NLR A e Biet ks A2 R 52 2 1 5 2 40 1t [35], 3X W RESE 4 fif B NLR 5 332 N FE AR JeAs
RS BIAHOCE . Oliva % NI 7287 il#:52 PCI Bl O 3 s, 5 NLR sAR VU /A7 AR, &
VYo HiZH(NLR > 5.0)5% 1 4 MACE KU 1.52 %, 2RIET- XN 1.71 £5[36]. #—H 0%
B, 1 NLR AHIC BB IR 7E ACS 3 HR BN B2, $R7R1E i 480 ffar ABFEH, NLR B FANE 5
BT NP R I TT IR I FR A -

3.2. ILHRIB

O IR 2 PO MBI I R BL, HOR AR W IR 40 WA O =8 AL S5 2 PR,
ot 9 REAS 5 IR Bh 1) OO R AT 4E A0 M R S5 4 2 A% O B 1E, HN S A L pom it R P R 15 &
REEER2].

NLR 5.0 F7135 55 5 W5 A1 5%.  Vakhshoori 25 AN} 36 TiAfF 724t 18,231 B0 3 4 1 Meta 2347 &5
7, NLR RN 1 ANEAL, FETBIEIN 112 55 SHAR= AL, fem = 41(NLR > 5.08)3E
T2 RSN 2.49 £i5[37], $E7~ NLR A /E A0 58 H 3 fa 6 40 )2 0 288 A5 . Ang 28 NG 15,995 410>
71355 B 1) Meta 2T 7R, = NLR ZH.(>6.0)F P AL BIBE T XS 20 38 i 1.54 £5F0 1.61 £5[38], i
—BAIESE NLR - 83 R0 A 395 25 T8

FE MO FE B 1, NLR X S A0 T 2 A S A {8 - Curran 58 A\ 5347 7 BIOSTAT-CHF
=T RCT 5216 Bt O S B, BFAE RS R, NLR &R0 1 ASEURAL, 30 ReRET:
KU 1.58 £i%, 180 RARFET RGN 1.32 %, HILHPANME ST NT-proBNP [39], £/~ NLR
1E SO Y S P G G bs SR TR TR AR o

FEANFI G I 20 B0 R rf, NLR BRI (073 BIRESE . Sawezak 25 AW — T RTHE PERT 7T o, 7 140
BITE St AR () 5 I 43 B B AR L 0 ) FESR (HFYEF) B 5 v, NLR JE 8% 1 FE4AAET A 7 8 &
(HR 1.326, 95%CI 1.121~1.569) [8], &7~ RIS 7L 15 F2 € 1) HFrEF B35 7, NLR 5 affE A B s 4
B PPAR bR Kammerlander 5 AJFRE 7 —I04IN 479 Gl 1153 KU {7 B 7 02 77 SEB (HFpEF) 8% ) TR
WHoe, SRR, TERAIBET 43 AN HIIE, NLR & F A 30(3.2) 5 4 R T 00 3 4 B 2 A 4 AUR Rk
SLAHIR(HR 1.81,95%CI 1.22~2.69) [40], 2B JAE A £ 4 170 B R B AL AR Tl 1P A v [ B L
M.

O IE TP A I HOE A RERE R RS, IKS P MERIGE B G (4] W AR R R A i 22
NETosis Bt NETs, BEHEBGE O RA 44000, (b OMAgEN S 0= EM[41]. R, O3REE Treg
BRI ThEEZ . — 70, AHERME T 40Macin Thi7)3ndfE A uIRes, SO RN EREEmOR, H—
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7T, NETs AJ0E T 4000, MnRleE25E0, 1 Th17 2R 1IL-17 7R al {23 NETosis, J& R 1F 2 it
[42]. @1 NLR 1E/2 80 50 REPIRE, 5082 R UG % IFH .

3.3. SIE

TE L R B AR B AR A, R BT R IR 2%, I S AMA S SR /MA L 1 SR S An i U 2
BERAPEMN KL, S5 MEF &S], FFERS TR E D REZOER43].

TER IR ZTH, — R4 10 TR 7L 78,194 4 H 35 1) Mata ) HT iR, NLR & & I e R A= AT
TR A F(OR 1.11, 95%CI 1.05~1.17), HIELE NLR /KT -5 w5 i 5 38 3 1 4 TR AE T RO L AR T X
Bor 2 AHOG, AR RS 20 ol 2 B SR 2.02 5 A0 2.10 £5[9], F&7RIGPR H% NLR S BN M4 R a8 1 e e
W5 256 il

TEGPRIE YR ) 510, Sarejloo Z5 A Meta 73T B 7~, & IILE 3% NLR /K B2 & 1 I 1B A
ChnAL5 %7 0.40, 95%CI 0.22~0.57), HIEK A I AR NLR 225 TR 8 83 (iU £ 0.58,
95%CI 0.19~0.97) [44]. Drugescu % AXt4 FFa e 24 et O (14 v I s 28 3 B 7833t — 2B AIESE 1 Bk Bk
[45], IXEELERIRIR, NLR A{E AR 5 & e i 5 15 R 2 i B Fe b -

TEAEZR B F R, —IUN 2145 9] &% 5 1 Meta 70T 278, NLR Fhi 5 @ iR G5 7 0 %
I JE B o A RV S 25 AR S (hR AL I B 22 0.68, 95%CT 0.12~1.25), HIXFhICEEAE B OotE e D = LR B
W O I 28 (B EAL B R0 2 1.22, 95%C10.08~2.36) [46]. IX—45 RIRIR, JIENLHI AT BELE B 0ok Oy & EL Y
REFE R FE T SR VE R, T NLR AR iR — e 0 L R 4 Bh F R b

TEREE m i NFE AR A, Chen S8 A0 618 451 H 2 ey ifil s A6 58 A4 [ AR A 92 SR, NLR 5B 45
AR E A CME, NLR &390 1 ANir, B0 R 3En 51% [47]. #&7% NLR J& Bl H Y5 1
JE B F A ML SRR R 3R

3.4. ILEBEEN
O 55 BN R A S YRR Rt s B EEAG) RS ARG LA, T A S 87 A JEL 8 T A L 3o A v 3 S A
[47]-

TE 55 BUR 9 RS JZ2 T, Luo 2 AFIH UK Biobank 34 Xt 334,674 11| 36 28 76 s 80 52 X 34E AT IR T I
BN 5T Ro~, AR 10.4 SRR, NLR /K-F T & 580K b5 8RS 2 35 A5G (HR 1.18, 95%CI
1.13~1.24) [10]. &7~ NLR 7E 55 80— 2% Filh vh B — 2 N AN E

TEWUS VP J7 T, Peng 8 NN 59,256 141l b5 iR # 1) Meta 34T 278, NLR A S5nEE K. 25
BOTC. AR R Ul IAS IRV S 3 AH DG, U 43 3038 0 0.39 %+ 0.87 fi%+ 0.56 £5 11 0.87 fiF; NLR >3 I3t
SORBITINE S 9 B2 [48] . $&7x NLR RIE N EUE#E KK IR bR, A ML E B S

1E A J5 5 8l (Postoperative Atrial Fibrillation, POAF)/Z i, Awad % A4 18 Tk 72 4L 8802 f.Ca I 41
BEFEAREE 1) Meta 730471 7R, KA POAF B3 ARET ARG NLR 3288 32 7= (BOME 2 20 5128 0.64 1 1.20)
[49]. $RoEEARL NLR WA BT s G g 0. Staicu 28 AXT 70 4510 JIfE AR A B35 H BT IE L A 51
Fudt—IESE, ARJ5 24 /M NLR X POAF A HEEFMIME(AUC 0.66) [50]. #27~ A5 NLR A /E Al
PRAEBIRAR, T 030 75 A4 o Fi S 477 BF 1] ) S 5 o

TE b5 B R J5 5 R JZ T, Zhang 558 A% 418 491 w51 iU A B R 4 s B i 3 149 [m] s P BA B0 78 27
NLR & SRR J5 2 K& S G K K 25 (HR 1.30), 24 NLR >2.37 I &2 & KK B Z 80, 5 & AR 4% 6]
A XU B i (HR = 3.92) [51]; B2 2 At 883 191 J5 Bl & 0o 3 38 55 3 140 (a1 5 A B AJF 7 ) S
7, NLR 250 AR f5 2 R 7 G K K 2K (OR = 1.634), FNAJGE KK AUC N 0.715[52]. ik
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TR, X TFA I RLE S0 I SERI S, RN NLR>2.37 SUAIF MRS, AR MV R
o LR AL B

3.5. Hite

CoIfE - B - ARHH(CRM)ZR G AL AR Lo B T AR AR Sl PRV« AL )2 IR EL5E M iy 5
B2 S EROPRE, IR D RO EIRERALE(53]. 2RISR 7R 7R, NLR 5 CKM &4
fiE 8 A A PRIBE T SO VB AU T AR RS AR 50, L TRIN R E AL T 1% S RAEFRFR[54] [55]. NLR Jhial fig
ST P AR A PR A e B VA A B O BT AR B S B T A, SR R A T S e Y
Bty BRI LT YEAL, DS RKIRERELL . B DhRe T B SR 5 3R AP, T HES) CKM ZR &1k
BEFE[6].

4. REFEBESARERE

S NLR AE O A0 RGBS T e F900 PP i o R 30 H — e 785 /0, AEL B 22 0 A7 i s o O Bk
e B, BNEGR=Z G —britE. IAHTTEH NLR FIEMHE BOE AR, i A T 08 73
PR A B AT o AL, BRI T IR RARHEAC R o RO AT I KA % AL AT RE PEBA SR T, 4% A
) B 2 ARGy R PR I B AR R« 26 =, WF S0 N BEAFAE 1235 57 0 o NLR JE 2R /K- A32 488
PR L B eSS 22 R R, R — BREE DA T A HE . RORWE T MR R AL Ve, JF
FEARFIRPIR S S8 2 S & IFE N OT R AMBISE . 55 =, Sk = ATBEPERENLG BORKAESE . H AT JC RCT
WA A1 “FEAC NLR BETS B8O M TS 7 X — A% . AR B P RCT, 1S LR IGITEA
[l NLR 732 AR 097 R . 500, NLR 50 IS0 2 18] 4 R SR ORTER M AR B B I T IE S 2 2R
EVERE ST, e CAHERR S a) BRLR SR A R TP ARRTRE 45 & s /R BRI FEAR N L RER G &R, JF
XL BT TR A NLR 3h25 384k 5500 2E e f I 77 5% 2R .

5. &5t

NLR fENBHUASRAE - e B afabs, S0, O, @ik, 05 BishaE 2 o
AR I BUS ARG . HAIITRIE . AR H T S8 M0, O dLim R B RT3 At T B sE3eat . s/, %
LI A IR A, 5T e A bR AL . NS o I S DGR ) /. Rk, NLR BUW] e
FRAENLEIWETC S I PR SL B A R T, O B B iR 70 J2 5 B PR I S 5 i .
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