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Abstract

Thyroid nodules are highly prevalent in the general population. Accurately differentiating between be-
nign and malignant nodules and evaluating prognosis remain the core challenges in current thyroid
surgery. Although ultrasound-guided fine-needle aspiration cytology (US-FNAC) serves as the corner-
stone for preoperative diagnosis, approximately 20% to 30% of nodules yield cytologically indetermi-
nate results (Bethesda categories I11/IV), leading to clinical dilemmas of overtreatment or delayed di-
agnosis. Driven by advancements in molecular pathology and the updated 2022 WHO Classification of
Thyroid Neoplasms, preoperative molecular testing has evolved from a mere adjunctive diagnostic tool
into a core instrument for guiding clinical decision-making. This article systematically reviews the lat-
est advancements in FNAC and molecular testing—including multi-gene panels and next-generation
sequencing (NGS)—for the evaluation of thyroid nodules. The review thoroughly explores the molecu-
lar mechanisms underlying key driver mutations in thyroid carcinoma (e.g., BRAF, RAS, TERT), com-
pares the clinical efficacies of various molecular testing platforms, and highlights the superior perfor-
mance of risk-stratification models that integrate clinical characteristics, imaging features, and molec-
ular biomarkers. Furthermore, this paper discusses the utility of combined testing in guiding person-
alized surgical extent and preoperative prognostic evaluation, along with its health economic benefits.
Finally, we prospect the future applications of artificial intelligence (AI) and liquid biopsy technologies
in the precision medicine of thyroid diseases.
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1. 51§

FORBREE T R N0 i RS WL R PE 2 — o TRATI 4R SR, EX@ AR, 8 e
2 P R L FFODR B 45 15 1R LA 7T T34 50%~700%, {H H AV AT 5%~15% 5z 44 4 95 BEAIE 52 A i [1]-[3] -
B i R AR (V3 K, R IR o e s 26 L 23 B (HOX = 2 N TR0 7L RIE (PTMC)
PRSI, TR RSO TR R R A B X IS BIRAT R SR, ARG IR 2
JTHRZ O EAR R A TARAPEREAR . BRAl ) “RBUMIE ", F1m) “REAER B A I R SRS~
TG 5 A RIS 52  a fe S6oF (R A 45 74 B0 1 i/ I i BB AT A 6 2 () AR IR D B R

HAT, A5 N0 7 A0 24 A8 2 (US-FNAC) 2 AR BREE T AR BT IFAh 0 “ b ” o ST B
K P (Bethesda 11 2%) 8% 1% (Bethesda VI 28) 4575, FNAC BB s Wik [2]. 4RiM, #9E Bethesda
FHOUR I 400 B o5 BE 22 3 15 R G0 (TBSRTC), 115 £ 20%~30% ) 27 3l B A& N N Aff 52 1 FRIR i 45 13
(Indeterminate Thyroid Nodules, ITNs)” ) “Zk iy ” , Rl Bethesda 11 35 AN BH 8 1 40 A I i 0 4/
JEVE MR AS, AUS/FLUS)AN IV S5 MR /AT 5 /}*é/@riﬂf?ﬁ FN/SFN) [4] [5]c 3X 24577 (1) SR R
RS BN K (10%~40%) , AL GE i b BT AAEAT 2 2 Witk BRI BRI IBR AR, (HIX T2 1 &k 70%~80%!1)
R AR EESON B, A T ADBER TR PREE RS 2 24 5 FOR RS R S RI697 3]

EWE RN, B FAEYFERR CER NI X —Im R E R 7 Far e TH . RAT FNAC B
A JE ARSI AN Wﬁ@? FORIREE T 2 Wi, SRR T S PPAL A SRR 1 & AN 15 6] [7]
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2. MESESEGITHIER VSR
2.1. MRAESENNERS

FNAC AR AR Joy BR A A T 32 B T 40 I J2 T T A SR AL, Tk = AR S5 K5 R R S8 il
£ Bethesda IV 284575, JEVOME MR (R 1) 5 IEIEME FUR IS (FTC, SB4E) I4E LRSI ARAL, %507
F WIS T A5 KA B o BB R IU BRI E R AE ML, IXAE SRl 4R s Ay b TEik s al i8]

[9].
A, 2022 FFEE HRR WHO FUIR B A8 4328 K BIKE BT A 58 =R TBSRTC, 51\ T B RS 4 22
SRS . REE A FLSRAZ AL A R M BEOIR ARV P R (NIFTP) ™ Ko ARG XU Jifreg ™ 48k 8 )

S, HEBREN T RBTS WA HMEEE[10] [11]. NIFTP 7E40M2% b3 RIS RIME, W 5 i it gk
(Bethesda V 5 VI 2K), {HIEAEYZEAT N EHMONETE. Atk LAY, R B AR G S AR 1) 0k
ik o

22. BEFTHENFRETE

7E FNAC A, #HrERS (W0 TIRADS)& &M AR AL TR SR10, X 13565 HUR AR gh
AT, ARSI )2 T . Staibano ZF[12]HEAT I — AN 17 T i =0 7T RS IFAN AT Meta 404
7R, XT Bethesda I 284577, 25 FE HUR IR 2 (ATA)E 35 B bR 2 WUy 0.52 (95% ClI:
0.25~0.77); 1fi#F[E TIRADS (K-TIRADS) S AR B IA F] 0.78, (HAF R HIRE S 0.53. XK, BERICE
R B R P AR AE AR BTSRRI R BE V7, FLAE T G 5 B P 58 P8 75 RRAIE IS, L B o PR TR AR IRE H 5
FETRAN R, 20T N2 P B re P 5l (2 TR R AR A5 B ) HEAT B S

3. RATSFHRMAVEE, NH SIsHRMEE

FDR Fi e PR A2 2 1 — B 9 SR B X 2 R AR 5| A (AL A5 5 G B S T 7 Rk e R R R AR 1Y
BL, R B AR TAS I RO E AT 32 -

3.1 XBRBIEE Y5 FRRIEHLH

FROTR Bk g 114 32 [A] 428 2 B4 i 7 MAPK Al PISK/AKT {5 538 % _E[5] [13]. BRAF V600E 5845: iX
& R ARFL IR (PTC) R e i WL R A (e JLAE W ATE R . B T30 MAPK Gl B RS20, 8N iR
(1) “BRAF F£” 73 FHRHIE, SZMM PTC, MIERZRME. WA K FRIRIMZL Z VM K. RAS
AZ(NRAS, HRAS, KRAS): XERAERIA “RAS F£7 FFiE, 2 WTIEEE PTC, JEHMERRE . FTC LA
JNIFTP. RAS RAFHA R, HIEWIFABEESER TR, @ 5285 b i s
WAl TERT H2h 72748 TRl 5L Mgk, T ARG PRI TEBE /1. TERT 5748 Sl B
A5, (H# 5 BRAF VB00E 5L RAS KA “XURAE” , 47 Mis BAA Wm0 220 B2 MTE )
BRI [14] [15]. JER @A (RET/PTC, PAX8/PPAR-y, NTRK): & L T-4F 42 £ 3 ol A 4 5 2 72 S 1)
B, MUEFZEME, &2 H RTH B R 254 (40 NTRK H01 7)) () 8 2236 778 .
3.2. ERSTTFRNFEREEREL

NFRRANTS 52 25715 (2 MR, T ML AR I 23 F R IS S AWk AR, 25 B 7E“ HERR %P (Rule-out) ”
1) 35 DR RS I 3 A1 B R 1 12 % 1 (Rule-in) 7 1) 22 B[R 2R 7% Panel [4] [16]. ARl /77 2 2% (Afirma GSC):
LI BE R Rk 43 2585 (GEC) B T B A AR, BRI M TR (NPV) &1, (ELTE THI X W % P 48 Ff (HUrthle
cell)fi ey I FE M, SECRr RN . B — 181 Afirma GSC KA T RNA /78R . Vuong %5[17]
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ff) Meta 70 #riESZ, MIEL GEC, GSC K452 25.1% 5 2T+ % 43.0% (P = 0.003), FHMA:FRIMIIE(PPV)
M 41.6%FETH % 63.1%, JCHAERERRIEL T, H R HEE(BCR)M 21.4%EKTH 2 73.7%, K HLR/>
TALER RIS, £2HEE KR Panel (ThyroSeq v3): #&+E DNA 1 RNA ] AR5 (NGS)E A,
ThyroSeq v3 MY Be Il E R P SURAS, b Ae 1R IS R Rl & A0 4 DUECR 5. Silaghi %5[16] 1) Meta 43 4T (44
N 7831 AN E 45 711) 7, ThyroSeq v3 I H #T AR LR G112 Wi A RE(AUC 18 %] 0.95). & 7E “HEFR”
BV T (PSR L NLR 0.02)E 20T Afirma P&, FEBTE “#i2” HTHEA NS M 5. Liao
SE[18]4E 2025 4F K K [ HcH Meta 0T (BL 7 68 Tilif 1) ik — P IR UF | 2 J& AT (W MPTX v1, ThyroSeq
V2IVI)TEHRTHZ el 22 77 T X R BIME AL 35 (2 W #5 L DOR &3 10).

33. RAARITHRFSHRMREHES

TEAF SRR RIAE, o TR DU I PR S FH 2 20125 5 3R A A 22 5% . Ngo S5 [19]/ RGIFM R T AR V5 5
TE FODR I s B 2 S b 1 0 38 2 5 . BRFCR I, SR 70 b0 IO AN 52 48571 R 2 1 6 (ROM) ik
75.3%, TP E K 36.6%. X FEEH TP AR PTC #1 BRAF V600E FAF 34 =1 (3 i 70%),
Rk, fEWM(EREFE), KHEE BRAF. TERT M&/% RAS S8ARTE NI “HREfiipi ™ £ LK Panel (U1 7
HE[R B 20 HE[H Panel), f3:4% B8 LABAR I A SE UL i ) “ Hfii2 (Rule-in)” (. TIEPE ), BT RAS R
A MIPEAHEA L K, B R EMEIE ThyroSeq X #E4x 1 B 5 5 (9 K Panel K47 451

4. HRZESHESEHOMER

AR A B TR CE AR BRI IR A R4 R I RS A L
o, GRS . TR, “SREBEIZWAL” JCHESIZ & (Nomogram) KT A&, il R
BRI T B H B PR T A

4.1. BAEKS S FEENTIZE (Nomogram)isEa

1F 2025 SEHGHTRET (Thyroid) Z+E M —TURTHEME M 704, Wu Z5[201F] ] 1024 BESH4%%
FNAC 1 ThyroSPEC 43 -far il AN & 45 1T BAS, 1 IR 1 — A1 2 58 35 B BR & PO AR A o i 908
2 R FZ RN R, AUKEE 7 TR 25 SIS 2 DU e S5 5k, I R Sl 7 AR B fe 248
PR RS FLA 2 I P R TSR N . 2B B AL 7 &N G PN 3 A (LU B LG, OR): 4571 K/ #x
K& >5com (4570, B RS HZ 0~2 cm 2571511 4.34 £5 . AN HRIEAS : FNAC ¥ v H 35 A7 7E4% 7 B4 PE (Nuclear
atypia), SBPEXUSIEIN 4.26 1. EBAUFIE: WL TI-RADS 5 K EfGHFE R4, KGN 2.89 /% . 701
PR A0 2 5 G N R A SO 4y T RIBIERS, HANPEE OR H 248BMR K, mik 152.79
%,

Fe T IX K4 44 2 () Nomogram f578, JL 28 WIGIE ) Bl 28 R AR (AUC)IAE] 1 0.831. il i ix — 7Y,
I PR 122 A4 T DA 6 s bk X 5 1) 29 1 (0%~30%) - H1(31%~70%) Fl 755 (>70%) =N E . 1% FEAS
AUESE T 20 F AN R K ak g B 1 D6 0K I (R 45 SR B T R ORI RS b kAT A s, IX B2 “ B
G AR OAE R .
42, BERIME

Velez Torres Z5[7)2¢ & 3B T “ =A1—4K(Triumvirate) ” [ HENE . 15085017, FEARRT,
RLKG FNAC M4l E 2 55 NGS 14> T ISR BE SR T ;s TERP ARG, FRBRHER AR R 456 R AT 214

Piokts T RS AR IO A 2507 Bilan, ARRTRIL RAS 58481 Bethesda 1V J84571, JRELERATE
ARG BTN AE B N T HREEERIEIEYE, CAX R, NIFTP siiEiE . 1XRp IR 200 O
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WL, KIRFEAE TSR %
5. BRSNS Tl SSMRER R AR M

B TR T FR S RO, T4 BLURJE VR 0 22 BRI 47 9346 3 F R R
5.1 HESFRERSEERENES

XT3 TR PEAL N BV AN e &5 710, H AR B ) TR X 3 3 R (Active Surveillance) S ,
SEPLFAR “FELE” . Kim Z5[21]%) 176 41352 Afirma GSC B Thyroseq v3 4 K V4[] Bethesda I11/1V 2
SERTRMT T KIS MR VT (R AL BE VT R 34 N ). R EIR, 2% B et T AEFE AL,
T E TR 4851 B4 ORI B 284 2 TR A vh, AR I 1 A9 T/ IR T g T A e o 2% BA 70 D B A A 9 12
AN 0.6%, LA BRSO SCRE T 40 TR S 14 4 IR T4 2 RAE BRI R 3R

BtAh, Schumm Z5[22]FH ThyPro-39 & %X B3 4k 1) A4 36 T & (QoL) iE4T 1 vk . #FFLRIL, 3R
73 RS RIS R, TR 18 AN A R S B U7 1], AR IR “ R N A 45715 T 0 2 A AR
JEEIIARIE 28, HATE R AR E R YR X M ST 1A EDE T 4 TR0l AN E

5.2. REFUEHREMHIRASMEELFRER

TERRTRIZ A JS , AMRHEE A THI I R SO N 2o s D) B B ) i i (Lobectomy ) it & 4 AR i (Total
Thyroidectomy) ? & 75 75 24T TSP Je XK IR 2538 49 7 10 BE DR Sy 26 o) /B it 1 23 -2l 1) 4
F[13]. 1to ZF[9] [15]7EXF 7B MR i T 5 DR 3R IR N 0 AT R4 . HRIR IR AL SR (PTC) I 2R A7
H1(DFS) R 973 5 57 PR A2 A7 1 (CSS) AMUSZ AR W4 R IR R /INRE e, o 55 R PR Y v A G« R4 i TERT
JEBIT A, TP53 J-AF, A R MR nl fe A M 4i i IE & (Tall cell variant). #4731 A (Hobnail variant), 3
BRE MR R A w2 IR (FTC), R MR TG B2 Mbr &, (EARTHNE 7z
1) RAS S5 5k PAXS filt & th 8. 51 e i B 45 . Chowdhury 25[23]7E 2025 4K K ) Meta 73 Ht B H1
ARBTI> AR 2 2 7 AMBRR S . 6 AR AR U R A (B 48 RAS RAZ) HEE TRV, it
DIBRA R LA RIATT B0, BARE T3 HARIRThAE . M, — BRAIZEA T N EfE, Wf7{E BRAF +
TERT XWRAR, 54 Wu ZF[20] 45 54 b 42 2 (1) AR AR 75 3 FEAF A, Fi e o ZU AR B BEAT 4 FUIR IR DI
ARIFFATIRE LB, LABT IEAR G 5 A G — T R R XU B NE

6. AP SRKRIARE
ST BR R ILH ERROIGRVE 77, (R K Ty T TS Bk
6.1 DELZFZEMAY S

1oy £ ARG TN B Y i PR ) 2 DR 00 e A 25 2 B e i R P T B R K AR VA ML (Ontario
Health) A A ) — {0 VR 5 [24] 36 H: R 70 TAS DN BEUE AT R A Z IS W FORBRVIBRAR, (BAEH
TR ST R BIE T 43 TR B 23 (R AR 5 o X RR T AR A HE BRIk I 45U PR % 7 T
FECRIEBURTERIRTAR T, TFARERETT. RS AN AR BRI A LA I Panel 52455 2 2 [18]

6.2. SRR S IEREE

UGy R B Z 52T T2 Wi, (B AR B St SR IR R S i rh AT T I 2 R BR 1 o 8 e 2R S
Hh RV A8 (IR R R e R B . DA JE ] Panel H f% & UL RAS 245 (NRAS, HRAS, KRAS) NI, ) iz
AFAE TS NE i B BRIV M RRE BE NIFTP o, SO F s 1k 11 B A AR (PP V) £E AN [E) F 78 R AF-AE
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PR B R B [25] [26] o 23l 3 BN s G I AIALE TERT JH3) 7R, WA ik 35%HIMEE Jy R VEE
R ARSI R o BELLE, 0 T SRR R A R SR AR R (4575, 48 3 I ANERE B RESR HOGRGEE (1 4 R BRI BR A
T E 12 Wi D0 BR R (Lobectomy), DAt FZIG YT [27] [28]. [FIREIT, 2 MIHURE 5 22 (22 0] 57 o 1) =
BB BITEA T AL o AR B B AT R A A0 A 40575 A A7 R 1R 57 B 457 FNAC R BE R HE A o Lk,
¥ B P B I IR A R B P A B [29] « 50 IRIZ — P BRBR 1, 1 PR A ATE rv N2 5 0 S it 75 51
SRMZAHE. ZRBBER, JFE L ZN IR A 2 5 A (CNB) [30]EAR K (41 i LA i A, LR
AR ER R E X

6.3. WikiEH: THEERREPTLRR

FNAC f—ANREE B E “FRERERZE ", BREFSL AT RE R R P B (B e X 3, 5 503 RIS
BB . DL 25 DNA (cFDNA) AR M TE R B IEFE A # . Dutta S5[31]AURF LR B, @
iR cFDNA ¥ (I FHE W € 9 67.9 ng/mL), 7E X AN E 45717 ROBVERT, S230 1 15 A 1F) 100%f
JERPERN 92.3%RE S o TARTERS A SE A TG R, HL AR S R AR ) A PR ISUIE L, S R T S I R
SEME, AEIEAN FNAC BEA RN F—REEH T .

6.4 AILEgSHFRENFERES

BEE T ERIT B, N R RE (AN A AR IR IS PEAL LAY () 2485 %45 . Negrelli [32]F1 Zhang
[331ZENAH) T Al TEFUR Bps 2 o ) B FH U6 ] o 35 T U 22 9 2 (CNINS) [ R B 2 21 v, HT D& R
AR AT MG RS AR AN AN A% e B, iR e R 2 A RN F E RS E XK.
Kk, Al RGUKEA P B — [ EHGRA, T2 AR RE E A REE . B B R . DL NGS AL
RERAHHE, @SBRI, B 3hf S R AR R S HUs RS SR G, TR B
N AR 2

FOR BRSSO PR B DL ok T Bl (ot 2 AR 75 (AR, B8R T OB AR TE S B B, AxTH
WNT ZRSNEHELTT BTG, A TTHER 5 ) 400 22 A SRR, AN DA wa ) A 26 S5 0 AT o
(0, A VPAL iR TS A AN AMRFFE R T 4R 4 7 IR SR SRR . BAR H AT — R R AT IGE
P DX SRS SR 22 Sl DA 0F AR Bk, (R R ELBE, A TR I PRI R 5 A SR AN Wl i 1)
B FEARTRIARNEK, BEAEBARTERH A M R PA SN T8 B8 55002 5 I R A IR BEAS R, HOIR IR 451 1)
WA AR IR e HE5 . IRKE AR ix ey T MAE F, EIE St — 0 B 35 1A
AESYT, (EAEIA R IR, B ORAR B M ~p 4 SR I AR TR T

BE K
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