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Abstract

The five-year recurrence rate after resection of hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC) remains
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approximately 70%, and postoperative adjuvant strategies aimed at reducing this risk have drawn
sustained attention. Although targeted therapy combined with immunotherapy has demonstrated
notable efficacy in advanced HCC, translating such regimens into the adjuvant setting has yielded
limited benefit. This review systematically examines major clinical trials evaluating adjuvant tar-
geted and immunotherapeutic approaches following HCC resection. The STORM trial showed no
survival advantage for adjuvant sorafenib, and phase III trials of immune checkpoint inhibitor mon-
otherapy—exemplified by KEYNOTE-937—have reported negative results. While early analysis of
the IMbrave050 trial (adjuvant atezolizumab plus bevacizumab) suggested a reduction in recur-
rence risk, extended follow-up revealed that this trend was not maintained and overall survival was
not improved. In contrast, the CARES-009 trial, which employed a perioperative continuum of neo-
adjuvant therapy, surgery, and adjuvant treatment, demonstrated a statistically significant prolon-
gation of median event-free survival. Taken together, current evidence indicates an inherent dis-
cordance between fixed-duration postoperative adjuvant regimens and the distinct recurrence bi-
ology following HCC resection. Moreover, selection of patients likely to benefit from adjuvant ther-
apy based solely on clinicopathological parameters remains inadequate. It is therefore recom-
mended that dynamic surveillance frameworks be established, incorporating biomarkers such as
circulating tumor DNA to guide individualized intervention and to optimize comprehensive periop-
erative management.
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1. 518

JH-4H i J& (hepatocellular carcinoma, HCC) /& 4= BR ki 26 B e IR PE MR 22—, E BRI R 22
HE S NAL, A BRI E AR GBI Hh AL F1 5 = B0, E 2020 FFEA Bk Aw ik 90 Fifel, FET: 83 J1
i, B N[L]. et TR DR e 2 —, R 2R e AU T F e A [ Fvygd v 43 ) 5 A
A ZAr[2] FARVIER B BT ATIIR 2 B b s AR v Ml 2 fe 220 T B, (i R J5 5 425 42 77 (overall
survival, OS)#% %] 60%~70%, AR5 5 5 K FHIL 70%, 8= Kk NI B K AR 77 AOAR A s it
[3] [4]-

I R b X EOK 240 M s 52 oy A R IR R (<2 fF) FIE AR Kk (>2 4F), AR5 2 FRHILK RIS K
A] e 5K iR I B A Bk B B TR R R R AR I R VR P RE O OC, IR R/ FH L U B R A
SRR SR R R M BN E K. MRS 2 45 IR H S K F RN S8 EE H
SRR O, B RIES) . AR B S5 T Re 5 OB K MR (5], BRARDIRAS TN R BhIE T 7 A
JSLXT PR AN [RI ML PRS2, B 237 B AR 5 B B AR/ N o ek AR L 2 0, SCEERERG 0T “OmIiE” K
SO B R OE 2 3 A IR 00 IR o XS AT 4 B R S il R T R R R M R L e B B X
AR BT A3 5k B o M T B B SRR R L T SEAEk,  WR IR Hh SR G0 VA T B (10 SR A 1 s R A S il B
oK T ANE K . LA IMbravel50 BF 7T (B £ F R 5 i & LA ER S 470) A1 HIMALAY A ifF 78 (B AR G .
PUEE & PUAR P AR GG TR, H T 1R OS WA E 1 FIRA 2IHE0E 2 45, &0
B HE R K IAETE6] [7]. SR S H A (ICIS)BEA UM A A T, B “%% + Pume” #
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TAE W T e P A R, W E o L Al A BIE YT B B AR SR A 1A BIE MR fer B MG SR BT
T, A A RIS BRI B 15 5 R A R S 31012 o AR B 1] B G 2 R T R K
SRR ATU  — KT T B0 . ARTT, MR FIEEA ) STORM WF5E, # 4z i) KEYNOTE-937 W5, #I
— FERR AT R (R A A S I T B Bl IMbrave050 BIFZT, 2300 11 3T R B6 AR 4k 3R 75 1 99 1k 45 SR ek
KIARE VT 5 2k 2 7 R BRI 35 5 [8]-[10]. IRSEMZLL CARES-009 MNACKRIE TR “Hiihsh +
FAR + Y7 WESLTHR T REE—EMBCR[11]. ERETF M T EMIEF K AASLD 2025
B ET A SO R SR AT R U B R G0IR YT, FRIE 2026 fRE 7SR IRR AR I T RO A FE[12] [13].
D] skt A S AL [ o P-4 P D7) ok AR i i B 80 ) A S B Y T 7 AR TR Tt g, USSR I PR W SR 5 8t T i
5%,

2. FremfamaT IR

PR P e A TR P PP e b B LR, o A 1 ) 859%6~90%, A IR KA 1k L7 AR I 77 2 A1 K]
ZEFEWYNR s WK IX JCH R [ A A 2 518 1 LR 2800 3 (HBV) UL 5R(4 70%~80%), 1M
RS [ SR AT R T BT 98« TR IR T LA K A B B P b AR 5 I 7 T (MASLD) S5 U b 4 1 3 2%
JRPR[14] [15]. PRIRATIR AT R ZE S, A FHE R R & a7 SN AR, R0 E 2 T ARl
XARRISL I Z A HTER RS (VS AL IR 9T 6 SR L LAHETA A 20 ST AS 9ty [ B b ES 28 0 e PR T
JE(BCLC) 7 IR GE N F f5e )™, i 3 B £ S At B 25 5 AR R RF e, 1110 07 AR i I 1155 £ v A 2 34
(CNLCYF % [2] [16] X T M 51 HCC, BRI T Thagfl & R, BMERBIHES, FA
DIBR FFRZ AR B R VA RS SR A B ARG T B, SRS 1Y 5 SRR R 20X 60%~70%. ) HCC [ItR
IR AT 2B KA T 2E8(TACE). B HCC LEEAREE RGUIRTTR4ERS . HATHE RIS i RE
244 HCC 3 A e A A7 (mOS) 3 mi 21 20 N H BLE[17]. SR 46K 22 U835 IF A8 T e 548, R
ANBEEAE I SZRATET AR VIBR[18] . BME M TARIBTEVIRR, RJ5 5 R KRk 70%, HL144
ERKAEAENRG 2 FN[19]. FFERIIEE I 2R 5™ i 2055 B w4 A7

3. MERART 4RREAREE ) K S /iR T ROt IR

2008 4 SHARP Hff 7t 1 {CE S T 24z F Je 76 e 3 R 40 e b i AR A7 3R 2, RIS e BB B Ase i v o7 2
AELEHIOS)M 7.9 A A HEKF] 10.7 4> (HR = 0.69) [20] - A IHLEE [ 94 7 75 B 397 FHF 40 i 16 97 b A IR
B J5 A IR R A FoAH 46T e . REFLECT WHRARBEHE, SR eti® et O0S #hts EAL T RIIEE
(13.6 MHXF 12.3 MM H), HEMGEMR I 9% KR = F] 24% [21]. M5 LE, HkdEe. REEES
2080 R SR WA AR AR SR, (R TR B2 A OS R 24 1E 10 & 14 AN H 2 [alEm, B ERZR
H— B ARG 25%. WA e b B F TR JE 2030 R 2 A A PR .

Yo gZ k25 R AN FI(Cls) [l 2 418 — B2k AN JATF . CheckMate-040 #1 KEYNOTE-224 W1 7t 5 J5
BOAE T g ECR ] G SR AN A R BR B U AE 2RI T T B MR S 14 [22] [23]. J 4k CheckMate-459 7E—£kih
ST LR BT S R A AR TR, BB RAEFIIMN 147 MHEKZE 164 MH, KN
0.85, {H P=0.075, WHiARIARITHB G2 B VEARE[24]. I B2 H R EIEH G TKI, — DA REfE
e, AEEMRR B HI AT BEAS 2 DL s it HCC 52 44 11 f 2% 106 36k I 265

TAESR,  “HsE + PUE” BEEJ7 ST MG A0 s R T T ASEE O B A AR iR 2 e B
AT R S R B, (A SR A M R 2, B0 CD8+ T i ARIR I, [R] A1) G 28 00 o 1k 400 B SR 42,
Ub 5 ICIs B B4 1) B A1 36 250 /E B - IMbravel50 A 78 s 25 R Bk SRt & DURER bt ( “T+A” T )Xt L
RhARE, H4r 0S M 13.4 M AHREF] 19.2 M H(HR=0.66), FMEMR 30% [7]. XA E A OS i
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R R R JE (W A A P VR 9T 7 58 AL T B G BLIVENR T /E M T HCC i) — 2R yT L. JE4:
FEH [E TR 1) ORIENT-32 #ff 5T fl CARES-310 B itk — AR S 1 IX — SR 3, 5 & s bz
OS 1A% 23.8 1N H[25] [26]. HIMALAYA Hff S IGIE T WA B G 7 R (AR L U A & T AR L PT)
MIRTAT R S REANE, 20 25%(1 B AR A7 R (R R0 4 4E[6]. 2 e ST AF 40 s R G VR 97 SEIL T A\ TKI B2
AR LA SRR R A I Va7 I 2 ERIES . B HCC IH AR, NARGHBIRAE T — 207
) BIZEAR VA PEVIRR 2 J5 24T H B0, A4 P9 e 87 B AR I, DABRE IR T 1 77 B BRI A M AL
WA AT e BRI A J5 2 R

4. FrmRafEYIRRAR B a) K% S /& /e 7 B9 R FH
4.1, EREMEE L HE

PP B e R RS BEAT Sl BT RO 1S BR SR S T B A RN B AL DLRRAR AR B2 A X
W, WK TR R AAFHIRFS) MU AAFHI(OS) o H T+ FHH 4 i e AR I 5% 307 e i 390 52 4 P i ) s L A= BRATL A A
[, R — A B TS T RCR A BR[5]. 2026 hiw (-4 e A S Sl iR 7 238D 00 T A7 72 530
LREERZR@MEZ K. KRR >5cm. MVIEBCRILERIE. V% <1lcm. REHREARFSERE
S5) BATDhRE R R AP 8, R F I8 BaTT, JTREE R 0 6~12 DA [13]. EEWHTT X RERE
RHZRBE XARIEE— B XA 152 B 06 45 7 A A AT Re T A

42. BREEZHE: M STORM BISXER

SRR 254 TR BRE b n] e #1148 AR SORD 3G BB AS 5 SRk BRI N e B A B A, R PR SEBR R A
. STORM A} 54 1114 B1)FRaH iR 5 8 & L7 Bl B sz &m hrdk Je s A Bt yT, RIL 4
£ RFS ToHH B 2 % (33.3 M H vs33.7 1A, HR=0.94, P=0.26), OS /R EER, HEHERMRRFIEEH
TR JBVE . Z I RhAS RS R A 2 W B 1 =91 B A AR 45 R T e 5 N B
KB Gt m . B AR AR G PR i A IR LR AR JG i 52 2 S 800 ER A R S H K. #Hi5rE
JPE AR R, TSRS IR Y MV BH BT R A T, AR R AR BT T AT R Rk 3R AR [27],
DR bt i e N BT O PRV T AR B, A rT—MEmiie s BB A 2. 08 R 7E 4 Bhia T N IR & LA
BB EUNNEARTIEVERE AN T, HETC A& TS S RFS 3R S, RIVHEKRE 2 O aihE
PERAF I 5 A TACE 41947 DFS 4 19 4~ H vs H.4i TACE 419 M H, P =0.018 [28], {HHAIi&H=
1 RCT 780 50k .

43. BRAGERE SHIEIF: 1 HEEES 111 iR

G PERT T S0 1 7 (1C 1) 75 6 5T 400 B s V6 7 Hh A 1 B K F T (I A8 R O R i B BR AR 2R MR F 90 T
&It o A5 R G BIEST MVI BHEE HCC /) 1 ABENLEE 78 (n = 198)F1 A RFS M F 2l MIZH 4 15.5 4~ H
ZEKH) 27.7 S H(HR=0.534,P=0.002), HzAMEREF[29]. X — 45 R4 40 AR 5 e 5 2550 Bh a7
ok T A ABES 11 KEYNOTE-937 B 7t (A A 2R S b4 B yr, n=959) KB Ak 1 50.7 4~ H
J&, W4 RFS JLP—%0(46.7 N vs 4554 H, HR =1.06, P =0.719), OS JRIEk¥[10]. gHalAl i
PLl) CheckMate-9DX Hff 7t A8 i A3 BIBAPESE o Gl S ZGTEME AF OME S B BOR AL, — 250N
BITIALAT R KB R 2 . RIARJE AR AL T 26 . Sz SR IIRAS, FL2 PD-1 M)A & DA% =38 S i
b, SR Z FRSL AR BRI, B ICH MEATE R BN Be4ERE R o I G R . SIS IS B S R
X—pi: BB R IR YT (R ATA 24) 15 5 104 S PR e e TR 5 S BG 7 [30] . BRIk e sis B 245 3R T
T JFF20 s Bh a7 10 L P T S A B A
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4.4, BEBKERERTREFARIARA: IMbrave050 5 CARES-009 BIxttL B~

PUIMLE A L2405 1Cls B 7400 1) P AL A4 s RO AL 2 e 0 JHF 40 e v A 70 2 R0 SRR, T
BRI A S BV T AR B E N A G i Bh IR TT IR RIS BT B . IMbrave050 7844 668 141l 1) Bk B iH R A
Je v 16 B BN S B B R B IR & DUERER B HT( “T + A” 7 R)HiBhiayT 12 N H s Esh 8] &
WA M (P AL DT 17.4 A H)EoRBEA 4] RFS B3 M35 (HR =0.72, P =0.012), [AUL i A ARG
777 AR (ARG ESMO A A (155 B IS HAE 1E 7 MAT 4518 P ALREYF 35.1 AN AR, RFS HiZkrE
21 MALEARAEZE L, FAL RFS 40514 33.2 > A F136.0 I H(HR=0.90), FHAREE RHFr4:, 0S Kk
(HR = 1.26) [31]. fEAL M, IXRBERA “up-to-7 brde” IR 7 5K B IR AE T AE 3R 25 . AR
W E NN, IMbrave050 [RIMAR AT RER Ky 1 4R € B G 7 REx HCC RIR KA, HIFH )5S
B2 RS I T =, MO G YT SLR R “AEIR 7 e P 7 R - FUE s e BT 40%
MEEERIGEZ T “T+A” (97, OS ZRW ™ EMiRE. Ktk AASLD 2025 4 58T Bl S A 5 A
] “T+ A7 BT [12].

5 gl iRIEPEDIBR AR G 4 BhiG 7 AN H, CARES-009 #f 70 K H I F A “ =336 #iR(Hieh 2 A
W+ FAR + fghe MR T N AIRKRIRE, AP EEAYIR HCC B3, HRERMFBRAPBS
BafA & e T ARIAYA YT, 45 R NAER IR : P S IAEFS)M 19.4 A H#EmE] 42.1 M H(HR
=0.59, P =0.004), =% P2 R M 7.5%F2 5 2 35.1 [11]. 4 th¥knT 5. ) CARES-009 (¥ %2,
BAVRIETT AL EBE R E 2L RATIRHUR FUETEOR, 1T % RGUEX 28, RET2iES
SERACHUIR e iC I AR ], RS BEYTRIVEER, W FARM « =7 BB E L.
UbAh, FlF P ORE . 2 90E e BEA R I 1 R S b S U7 AE BB B 1 A 50 b B s
G Tk astass, (B2 H AT B sTREtE 1 BT FCiEdE . B T IR RAT 7T 45 L 1.

Table 1. Pivotal adjuvant trials in hepatocellular carcinoma and their key outcomes
7 1. Frempefe c MmN R E X B SEHR

B AT wit AR B HR

o ek wrek o BE R samm IR e ae
norokere . A RS e e FEESE o 08 am e
Cheodvate-  MRFILET  hmmm 00 w0 mes FOEEE O gus xas xaw
oo AN M w T TSR am oo
IMbrave050 Eﬂjﬁfﬁiiﬁ ARHBE W0 oo pes RFS332us 0.90 025 ijﬁ
(NcTosto200) AT 5 12 M H) RCT 36.0 /] (0.75-1.09) 4
. e R EFS: 42.1vs
R A L T - I
Vs 7.5%
Wang K, 2024 %nigjﬁ% VS RIEHE g 51? 198 RFS RlF:_ :52,7|\'qus (O.3%~5§.80) 0.002 B
Chen JH, 2025 chiéz}% RIG B ﬁgﬁéﬂi 297 DFS DFSjI\lg Ve (053;7 g'gg) 0.018 g;;ﬁ

R 1)RFS: EEKATEN; EFS: LHEAESEY]; DFS: WA S; MPR: EEJRBIZME, HR: KL, Cl: B{SXA. 2) IMbrave050
SRR TT 35.1 AN H BT AR, BT (7.4 AN H) HR = 0.72 (P = 0.012), 3) #HF5T P {EIAT X HFHBE0 E L 5. STORM. CheckMate-
9DX. KEYNOTE-937. IMbrave050. Wang K (2024)#] 3 544 15 )y RFSIDFS; CARES-009 113 #4155 EFS. 4) CheckMate-9DX 4 5 i A& IE s\ & % -
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45. MREESEBEEE

H i % 6 ma 0 AR S5 S Bh IR YT IO SLIAATAE 5755 IMbrave050 AF 5 Fr) A 4 45 L 1 4 5 B30 e 7 BR 3% 46 7
BAHEFER B RGUAITE R LT, T E 2026 K% ST ) f s va T A HEHLA N “r %
87 HIERE . ARVE 5 8 R 22 R SE B B R A TRIRAE AR . NN K s e N A E
EARR I FEE A R H AT S AN E SO e B PR A SRR, Bl iR SE I P B2 B9 1 (R
3 JZ AN BEAR S M A% T v S N AR A (I PR K o (AT, I PR 38 1) LA 22 o v S PR 3R (i MVIL R
PEEBE >5om. 2R BH T, AR5 R VA 2 5 R RS LS Il PR 56 B f A2 [ - A4
BT BUMrBHURTRIRST . DR ORA KA RS 75 2 i B AR i B A L R L Al PR SR [1.3] o

5 WIS RE

[ 5 JF 40 L A i 4 B L 1) % G YT R R GRS, B S 40 e who 7 O R 08 97 T R AT RS R
JEARBII BE R 28 LM, STORM. KEYNOTE-937 J% IMbrave050 25 111 BARF 5T #8451 T Bt 45 5
K= RIVKRMIFA IR GG BRI T 5, FRATTIA g PD-1 0] (97 28k v FEE A T PR e
JE R R G RO, T SHARFAITEAL, T AR i A S 350 S B oA 15 S DL S iy 32 R JS IL-10. TGF-B %5
L7 T, Treg & MDSC #3 . AJ5 s B 1ok 75 1C1 e LAYERE 78 70 10 S B, X BB
MITH] B A4 CARES-009 ) [l F AR REIAF o 59— 77 AR Ji5 I A R e R SR B A K &=
VEGF {55 MBS, XMVIGE AR xEE, e S EUMR IS4 s hn. i fE5u R S5t
B Z AP ETE A et — B0 7T . BLANA A B 8 R I HCC ikt A A7 7E 2 2 1 D =t B 1% . Zhang 45
Xof — B R 15 3 EE T B AR EDAT IR ST R I R AT 25 (A1 S T S R, R AR A G2 e 284 1) g
M5 X3, RN RN T IR 245 AR B K [32] . X HR R RIS B Al R, 756 R Re DA R
SRV R R S B R A BRI AN R R R R L R E S BT A R
STORM WAL RAT R faliiig, ANHZ N EE, PG RERERZH . IMbrave050 H#i7 Hr{L7EiEE
H “up-to-7 FRiE” KO WFFKS S, T CARES-009 NS h & fa ABE, X — X HL iRz RE
BET A% 05 B DN 2R (R 23 J2 AR R A HE 2T 75 K

DA B T S R ERAE “IEIR” FR, AR “Tii T k. e RS BG T T R R
AR IR R, (B 25 )5 R R RS I (5] FH[31] . AR 1T H BTER X G R R IR KBTI 2 S S R R T
TIRMTCE W Ah, AT TRF 54 R A7 /E— 52 ), IMbrave050 i} EZH A 1T 40%1)58
XE, #— BB T OS ZRMATFE. WG T A REHER Z R M AR E KA A7, FIRRME(E (A3
e H L. CARES-009 [ RI)H&R 7 — /MR FE E BRI 18I7 I HLITIE A I LG T 7 A S ok
B, IXAE— LSt WP R

254 BT HCC AR5 5l BhiG 7 2 FUST 78 45 LB TAHER 58 BhiE 97 MR A IR AELE - B XU PR v
WA S RE T FEERHR DNA (CIDNA) R A A MEFRAE T — AN 1. RS ctDNA RRSH L gl 2k
SR &, PTG BRI TT B SO0 4, T CtDNA R [T 1 5 BV T DART I Bl U7 L%, G AN 0 B2 )R
I o SR, BA—RIGFE bR AT BEME LAMERE ST R XK . 2026 Wit X 3R U S AE O ES CtDNA. (&R
JiRI 4R HE(CTC) & microRNAT7 ZEHE(T AR 5 Zh& MM [13] PLTR N B —48AR REBUZ AL o SR B2 1Y
[FRE T DL AR JG 97 R 52 2% . HCC 4 il IR 858 K 35093 o 9% 98 0 B (inflamed) « 9% FF = 284
(immune-excluded) F1 52 5 3% Y (immune-desert),  H Fi XA 5 RE L0 G 2 Aar 25 s 410l 771 82 25 LA
Marron ££[33]7£ EA cemiplimab (7t K35 1) 5 4t) i 4 Bh G 97 77 R AR R T R I, YR IT BT IR AR A A s 1
TPERIE S S IR R EM G, ERFEM FF, CTNNBL RAZ @Gk p-catenin i@ g BHASH
SRR E T diffuhee, et e kiR AHT PD-1 QTN Z[34]; 1 TP53 S48 F: K 4 il (1)
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RAWH R RGN, ENEEEPUR S SR R CTL A EE I ON[35], S ifyT M T E K.
FARAREY H AL TIREN B, 1A IERIERBH . BL ctDNA A, HEH HCC RJ5 R BUE UK,
RV AE gt B P 4 R AR LA e A HEBR BN R B R S AZAE, HER Z ARk ) M RME . DRIk, RSk Tt —
MEEEARFEREESE . R AL RIS 2 B EEENT . RJ5 ctDNA/CTC/microRNA7 275 i
W 2 AP AR R, DA IESEELEE T S 7 2 1AM A0 B R A B . AR Bk HUR Rl , 16
5 B HE— 25 A DG FLIIE

R RE R0 T i N, B [ R R B O AT TG 5 1 24 5 B R I ot J=i T, LA CIK 48 i
AR 3 4k 1 G R YT O 22 TR A LRSS A IR SE AT 3% HCC R J5 RFS F1 OS [36]; 1M 2& T HiHi i
AMARAL MRNA P BB SO 20 M2 v, FEmT R R e S e 5 s B K e %Az, RETRBT HCC RS
TS RBCR b, AR R A R A AE IR, H T AL T R R B [37]. 4 CAR-T 41
HITHIEE R IR R . XEEOTIEE B R KRS 1C1 FHE M 250 1 2 B s A il Bh SR, (HEE B
G AR 2 AT A B R S .

R SR 441 B et A JS VT 1R 5 17 24 M BT %) R Bl Bl ) L2 R A AR A S 9 . CARES-009 S5 7
T 2 PO IR, AN FE RIS T RO B 2 AR AEAR G IR YT R TR A KR E
BB T H. FHREAE SR BT Es BT By £ E4EES, K%, Rahg kT
BNAS KBS VPG AN VPG R &R, FERNEHUREE . IRIFVGIT IR b, BXA SR IR bs S R
i DNA S5 ZFhiE s, THRAERPLT AT, 7B E EAR U HCC ARG i & R Ml PR R

E&ME

PRI RIS B PR HE AU . ZHYX202222, JFFANHLIFE I A 744 52 R T A5 70 7 2 7
.
S5 3k
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