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Abstract

Dihydroartemisinin (DHA) is the main active metabolite of artemisinin and is widely used in clinical
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practice as a first-line antimalarial drug. In recent years, a growing body of research has validated
the significant antitumor activity of DHA against various malignancies, accompanied by low toxicity
to normal cells, positioning it as a promising candidate for drug repurposing in oncology. This re-
view aims to systematically summarize the antitumor mechanisms of DHA and its therapeutic strat-
egies. The analysis reveals that DHA’s anticancer effects are multifaceted, primarily involving the
induction of ferroptosis and apoptosis, regulation of autophagy, cell cycle arrest, inhibition of mi-
gration, invasion, and angiogenesis, modulation of the tumor immune microenvironment, and tar-
geting of key signaling pathways such as Ras, STAT3, and PI3K/AKT/mTOR. Furthermore, DHA
demonstrates synergistic effects with conventional chemotherapeutic and targeted agents, effec-
tively reversing drug resistance. The pharmacokinetic limitations of DHA, including poor aqueous
solubility and low bioavailability, have driven the development of novel nano-delivery systems. In
conclusion, the profound anticancer potential of DHA is substantiated by these mechanisms, though
further exploration is needed to address its clinical translation, including pharmacokinetic optimi-
zation and large-scale clinical validation. These findings provide a valuable reference for future re-
search and the clinical application of DHA as an anticancer agent.
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1. 5|15

HE RN EHEY) T B (Artemisia annua L) TP EREUF & B T EM SR 08 B &4, &
VERN—ERAUIELIPRR T A BREE JIVERR B B f o IR I B 53R 1 2015 4R DUR A 327
B EH1]. EH & % (Dihydroartemisinin, DHA)Z H & R A M S NIE R G5 BIF L& RATAEY, X

MR R RN ZIESUEE R B EZE RS Y. 5FEE M, DHA BA & R7KiE .
AR PUEIETE2]. TR, KEWIRTEY] DHA BRPUEIER SN, WU . . S8k, B
P« NS L R BRI A 22 Bl SR 38 HAT BB MR e [3]-[5]. SEOAEELMZ, DHA Xt
IEH AR EEENE ARG, i i T R e, XA 334 ) 20 B 2 A P A L o — R BL T 0 3
MB35 . H AT CA 2 00T 758 R K550 /E FT Bl PR IEAE T BRE S8 B, HIAIESE 1
HZ VAR E6]. DHA 7] LLEIE 2 Fugie AR GUs e, ARSI NI, 4i s, B, BkAE
To. S SRS iR I A R S R S 2 AN T [ 7] iﬁklﬂﬁﬁibﬁ¥$ﬂﬁﬂ AT NTT
RBBGURE AR IRRE Al . A LB ERGLZHIA DHA EMRA YT W 2 E AL S BA F 2551
W, PR AR I R A R b T RO L8 S5 PR

2. DHA FEHBARETHEESR
2.1. IFESHET

BRHE T (Ferroptosis) & 1 Dixon %5 AFE 2012 AEH2 W (1) —Ff LR ORIV . I8 BT S8 AR 2P Ak 1R 6
BRI ARAE T 20, HAETEA S AR ARG AL 2 0 SO A | TR T IRBEAI 5 WE[8]. DHA 1
JRE PRI SE M 45 A0 TT S A P P 42K 25 R AE Fenton RN, =42 K PE 4 (Reactive Oxygen Species, ROS)
AR H S, TRl I ERFET[9]. Lin S8 NFIWFFTIESE DHA 7] i 53k 3R R 21 A (Head
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and Neck Squamous Cell Carcinoma, HNSCC)4lI i &K A8 FE T, RIS EMFIR . B EE &b
VI 4 (GPXA)IIFIE T,  [RINHBATTR W2 2008 T 3 2k 25 77 222k (DFO) 2 4= FEWT[ 1010 1 1 22 Tt
FENS R REA SR e ey 0 20008 RN 1 I3 S5 [ 2R f Jfrfeg 40 Hh 245 082 2 T DHA 5 5 8k AE
SIS . 7ERIFE R T, DHA 4] xCT/GPX4 #5| KAFETI[11]; fEAT4HAE T, DHA 7 LL#E
oI SRR T 4 (ATFY)FRIE B HIH] xCT 1I3RIE, MTiBEE2 B H BL(GSH) & &, 530 GPX4 1%
PERE, BAFEIFYPIETIRAE[12]. EEEZENE, DHA HSHNYIET 5 Qg2 MFAESE YR, Du %%
NHIRFFE 2R, DHA AliEid AMPK/mTOR/p70S6K {55 38 1% 175 1 M98 4 k2 5 Wk 4 i 1 Ak 2 1 o it
(Ferritinophagy), BRS80S 7, MIMIEEEIET [13]. Shi Z8 ABAE B FU@ A1l e sZ, DHA 1l
ARG R T 4 (NCOAA) I FHIERER F F W FEfE, 35 N4 i Py AEs e Bkith(Labile Tron Pool, LIP)7K
P, | Fenton R, BeAIGSREIET AN 14]. FRKIBAH 1 EIET /2 DHA FUME KoL, H
JEEEIWT TR, DHA A DU 2 Frg st AL RSP E R, B8, TS B = T RebhA
KA, LTI T H AU AR . Bk, ASREIBE A BRI 2 T V%% DHA Ref 15 FEIETS,
BB T TR A RO A S AR R e e 28R R R A DTREE o 5 a0, T DU Bk A T DB B[R]
(a1 GPX4) 4= By i i 5 1 T OB BE DR (1 BAX/BAK) R (AR /N RO DHA VEIT IR N2 5%, ki 35
PERIAAE T 77 30 SR I PR IR AR A B AN BT S R 7 SR SR AR DGR HE

2.2. BFEMRAT

AT R MA) 1 BRI ANAET 5 30, DHA AlE R 2 208 T AR (S 5 8 75 5 J g 41 it 7
To. fELRRIATET 84, DHA o] LiA{fE#F T % A Bax. Bim &ik, FREPIHT-EA Bel-2. Mcl-1 ik,
SRR A TR, ARt ¢ BN Caspase MIZRIBEILIG . Qin 5 & BUZE T4 -, DHA £
B Fif Bim %Ik, MU4eB0E Bak 1M E Bax K3 SRR TR [15]. Mao 25 ARIHT A HIFSE T DHA
AT AN A Bim/Bel-2 [P, JF Hnl Lol 2wk is 275 5 FUIRE T-47D 48 T2[16]. 76 N 5T R
Bigtet, DHA 0% A48 % A )¢ M (Unfolded Protein Response, UPR), _Eiff GRP78. CHOP. ATF4 %%
TR N R AR AR B R A R IA, SRS ST, A, DHA Eni@a EifET- %4k DRS ®ik, 5
Ji IR ER BB I 1 AH I 12155 S L 4R (TNF-related apoptosis-inducing ligand, TRAIL) 175 5 51 41 iRJes 41 i A&
AAMNEVERITI[17]. EAEERE, DHA HSRET SYIET 2 M RE e . MFAREW, 1fE
BRI R, DHA 51 5P 5 9S80T LT PERK/ATF4/HSPAS 38 B A4 g 40 i % 32 8T, 1M
D138 8% v 3G 58 DHA Pt Ig 8CR 18], BA R R 45 R B, M O 580 T AR DG (S S iE i 1
2 X AT e S DHA RAEPUIPIRAE FH (1) S5 B L . Bl SeIX Lemf 7R R, FRATTAT DA —AMEis, B DHA
AT REFF P S O, RIS FRIEE AR T R0 “ERBET” EA RISt TR T, T
S L 5 46 TART 7 BRI T 20 B T Ak AR DR AS AR ) 5 S . 4R, H RTOGT DHA dnfef i
PEIX— “RL - FETS” PRI ORI AL, FRATLTF— Gl #8% PERK/ATF4/HSPAS iE#&EA[A]
W% DHA FIAFEF LR A A id s, R el X0 P8 15 R T 580, W2 AR R B 7 —
A7 i A BT A
2.3. BiT4mpa g

41 Wk (Autophagy ) 7E & (1) & A2 % e v BE PR SE ORI 4H R PE Rl 53 10 2R PP PR 4t
FET (AW VEANAAET ). DHA X W 42 R B A A M. 76 F R 5 5 T, DHA ORI SE7E IR |
OB FUIRRE AN i GDR 4 6 e 55 22 S 240 e b o] DL S5 OE FI R . Jia S5 NAE JB I 40 e b R IR
DHA 7] L@ 0% INK {5 58 %75 5 Beclin-1 ik, Rk T RS M AWEII AR LE[19]. 78 1 i SR 41 e
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CAL27 4, DHA RS9 FE A1 i 5 F AR DG 2L 1 Beclin-1 FIA A2 LC3-T [ LC3-11 #1k,
T W FELIT 1) 3- L R AZEn4: (3-MA) F] 3543 18 4% DHA /i S35 540, 3875 DHA 7] fgili i 5 | Wk
i) 1R 40 M (39 B [20] . AL DHA S8 I 3 W FEpT R A FH B8 54 WL N\ a0 4 PR A0 £ 89 4
S IR A [21] [22]. BEAE, Hu S8 NRIWFFCIEHE 7~ T DHA 55 FWRI 7 — 2% i % . i I7E B dis A
10995 55 22 Fb L MR 20 A H I DHAL 7] LLd ik $] NF-«B A% # 47 T 80s 40 F k(23] 1% K BN DHA
(LR N LA R T T HIZERE . AW IR BT 9T, DHA X WIS I —MZ O T & e R |
FLIRIE T RESOE (R AEAF ARG E R, TAE i . & e h AR S S EUEME BR . XMOP JE DRI,
VR AN GE 7 L ) VA DR T e 0 B S B PR AN ), 10 2228 A o i A 200 A Wk T ) W B 1) e i . PRI
A DU DU HEN: 24 DHA (GE E 0SB R, EERERAAER: R, # DHA MEIGE
B D RE B PHIT B W = e, S ECREZ R B R AR, 2 R (S 5 A N At TS
5o ASKRBI TR TR R H AR SR ER AR, B A I 3 R AR, DORS S E DHA A% H
WE AN “ORAEAR” Bl “PEFBT2” BIIG T, IR RE R DHA FURR 1 G

3. DHA S mpaiEsE . THRFAMMEE ReHH1ER
3.1. AP EHARE

Z I 5 R DHA EAT VR 40 E IR 1E A, A8 LR LI AT Ge R 40 M R 8000 57 o 75 Sk 3050 B IR 41
g 4n e, DHA DA 1) 7 sCPH A 4H M T S 1A G2/M B, FE4MH] FOXM1 R H FE#E R Cyclin
Bl Al CDC2 1L [10]. 7E &% Ecal09 4ifiudr, DHA 7] LUl % S H W ik 47 25 1 TRE2, fi
K DNA $if5 N2 I 38 G2/M AFHA[24]. A FE R, DHA & AIEE N Cyclin D1-CDK4-Rb {5
ST B AN R A GO/GL WIFHIR[25]. IXUEmE gt R W, DHA vl i i 2 Bl im 40 f )
41 i B AR o

3.2. {MFIEBMRE

R e B e SEURFSETIIME RN, 1 DHA (EHHIPE FER AR & R T B R
B AR N, DHA AT NF-«B/GLUT1 ST LW 4 i #[26]; {EFLIRJE+, DHA i@
it AKT/NF-«B/MMP-2/9 B &) b - 18] i 40(EMT) [27]; ZEiTRE, DHA iliid CaMKK2/NCLX i@
PRI ATP SRR, BEANHIANAIERE (28], BtAh, DHA E]HIfHIH FE 4N+ TCTP i tEiE R,
HHUH 5 T Cded2 iETEA £[29].

3.3. JumEE AER

g8 1ML A o R AR K R DG B EA YT . Wang 55 K I DHA 7E i - T S35 401 NF-«B 5 DNA 1)
SRR, #E N VEGF, 1L-8, COX-2 Fl MMP-9 541 I8 A sl K T I8k, FEER N S28 rhiEse 1
DHA ] LA/ 1 R Ak LA A [ 3010 72K SRR AN i, DHA w4 VEGF il MMP-9 3%
ik, O SR 24 A I PR AR R 10]

EARERN A, RS TR 2R A 5 1 0 A T A7 I 4 i P T R A
M7 A2 5 2 AR (G 42U (Hy poxia) R AR 352 1 [R] 3R 3, o rf HIF-1ac A2 HL B A5 5 AR AL . £ 00T 78 27k DHA
REREFNHI HIF-10 ik, XRETIETIHES . ik, FATT MRS DHA v 5@ Hid E M S sk
S, IR HIF-1o AR B R IRE R P, AT E iR A 455 J22 T S IRT 184 B o 2 s AR L A o ) R TG
TX AT B8 AR LA P TR R LA S AT i 23 S AR BE O B I R R 2 — o BRI, KRR AR SR A P L
FE A, A TR DHA Ue] D5 B4 FH AE 1) 4 S P R0 83 RS o
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4. DHA X PhiE S 2 EFE AT E R

IEAER, GPEIRTT EMRR YT S A 7 Rk g e, T A T MR S B A B R DHA B iR AL
B T HHT 7 1 o PRI AH 2 LW 41 P (Tumor-Associated Macrophages, TAM) & R iR 35 b i 3 & Y s
HAREER, EE EIEMIE R M2 R, Li S AT K DHA mli@it TAM filk k50T, SE DNA
1405 I HOE NF-«B 5 5 18E%, MM TAM HEAHUNE K M1 £ [31]. DHA T M1 B ERR
o358 7 AR Dh RE AP R Ik RE V), FRERSMERE T R4 T, X — 4554575 7 DHA 35 IR
PEGCAS R HLE o EAh, DHA IEHC I AT DL A ) %2 SR o 3833 807 PERK/elF2q i i, DHA
A SGSR AR 75 (0 S SR MR AE TS, WK T AR T MRS S R, R TR e AR )
PR e AL T RE[32] . X 28RN DHA 500 7 BA RO 2 7 BRIl . FiR kI H DHA
VB S Ve 7R B BRI 77, AR 1 i 2 S 87V I 58 SR AR SR I FE AT J8 25 1« 89T DHA 52 (1)
G 3% JEVELT MU FE T (ICD) A E WA i M1 AR AL, RETS 23 1B PD-1/PD-L1 55 %)% ki A 3 55 07 2%,
X TP 41T ICTs SR 2 R IR R N5, B ATl & 10 A .

5. DHA X} X85 S 1B EaiEE
5.1. Ras/Raf/ MEK/ERK & #&

Ras P TEANMIIGTE . A AEE R ORIEROOAE T, R B 2 2 Mo MR K s R % . Du 45
WFFEZRIH, DHA W] 77840 1 30 ) i S5 J8 40 B MEK/ERK Al PI3K/AKT 325 8 B O IR L (331 iE
S — 000 2% 2 B A B A AR A SE G IF 7 E— 2D AIESE, DHA KbEE ] 2 2% PR RE4T AR U7 A1 U251 41
i i Ras B A RIFRIEACE, FA AN MAGE. TRAZZE, & SAMET[34]. BT Ras BAAH
— R “ANTTRRZ 7 #E A, DHA A 7 AN Ras 35 A B 57 RE4N MR 45 Ras SXE0 AL R 44 18
IR TT N .

5.2. STAT3 {5 S&%

STAT3 1t Z M i b RRFELIEOIRES, S5 (Ed M4 GE . REFINZ] . Jia 5 N 5E1E Sk 30
TR IR A A e o A DHA R I8 e B8 14 FELWT Jak2 BFR b R4 STAT3 #u, HixRRHHA7 T EGFR A
Src #§[35]. DHA 7] ~iff STAT3 T IEFIERIE, A4 CyclinDI1, Bel-xL, Mcl-1, VEGF Al MMP-
2/9, MIfi40dH] HNSCC 4Ha 3 S AL R . 7E=BIPEFLIRE S, DHA w0 STAT3/HIF-1a i@ 3%, T
P T AL A Survivin BIFRIE, AT 535 1Y 5B 25 25175 S I 4E M T2[36]

5.3. PI3K/AKT/mTOR iBE&

PI3K/AKT/mTOR 8 4% A # 40 B A4 . AR AN I 1) D885 5 8 % . 22 T 78 2 B DHA W3t )
200 %1 S PR 4 B AN T . 7R B S 2540, DHA @ H mTOR BRI (R 3E H W A1 T2,
TEHE T AN 245[37); (ERTEAIMF, DHA i#id AMPK BUEH#% mTOR/p70S6K 155, HSHWEAL
[38]; £ K58 T- 40, DHA 385 4015 EphA2/PI3K/AKT 38 B 14E 111 38 i Fif 83 £ A AT S R0 I8 H 1 39
5.4. NF-xB (5518 1%

NF-xB & &% J0E 5 IR ) S B E S R 7, 7EMoRE & 2B R R bl S B A (e B VE FH . DHA W £ fp
HLHIHMH] NF-xB #54k: — 77 T BHWT IkBa BEERALFI A, 53— 7 HIBH AL p65 AN, B &M H DNA 45
Bt ZIHIE A K VEGF, IL-8, COX-2 fil MMP-9 254 L& £ B[Rl 3R IA[30], ML AT 3G 55
it i e 200 0 5 G AtV PRIk 7 BUREIE[40]. 1K AR, DHA 5 NF-«B 3B E& (052 HAEHWHAE S 5 7T HiES
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H W) 73 AL [23]

DHA X 2 SR B0 A5 5l B 1) WM A, BER AR 7 0%, Aok 7 — DS DHA 7T
g L AN B AN S F] A R B 1N I L B A R, R I AR O R R T
AWML R BE e 5 T4 S ERE? AT, SR XN ILFENE T8 R R R R &
N, DHA WG A E ARk 259, mARRE AR5 Sl eg bR . 0] DHA XHE S8R K
AR R B 5 FL I PR S8 SR AR AT AR 25 W IO O BB SR

6. DHA HEX & A4 REE S 2hiks
6.1. SHITHMEASEN

DHA 5&Gu40y7 23 &l P~ E B Z 1V AU E . ARFFE R, £ =M+, DHA B
& B R (DOX) @ I # ] STAT3/HIF- 1o 80 % Sl 25 | 40 O FEFN 5 S4B IR 12, 48 230 2t e 45 2R
Bon HECE 1R CLE N 0.69, /R HA TG ERN[36]. EIE/ NS, DHA S5IREHIEH AT
I B ZIP14 (3K SRk15 S MR AN Bk A0 T, TESN IR v R B T 40 R A K g R 41, 7R
T, DHA RITRGE) 7 B(PDT) YT AL, 38t #%] NF-«B/HIF-1a/VEGF @i # PDT ¥ 51
M A [42]0 X A7 M OEIE T, DHA FIFH T IR AU, 450 i 24 b8 40 i Hh s LI <k e ”
B, B R S MR E N2 RE 5, AT X Lt A% 8 T30 B AR R ) 8 20 e S BIRS v T o

6.2. S EZESEN

DHA 57348101 2549 & B [RIRE S tH BRI 7)o 78 EGFR AR YR/ Nt ffafiia o, DHA 7] DA
I 0] AKT/mTOR/STAT3 {5 5 i@ B 1S 5 75 JE £ Je 175 3 1 40 M i - F0 G2/M JHBELAT , 3 2 Ik T EGFR-
TKI fif#j[43]. X —3KME CAEIRPRIRIE it — PR, T —o 1 BAIE PR FE(NCT03402464) IEETEAL
DHA BAE 1258 8 JB 16077 EGFR FH R /N0 M it iR 97 R0Rn 22 4k . IX R B, DHA MY H & HA R/ M5
IR ST, IR K AERHINE Sl R, A RUBHIT VAT A 5 51 R G RIVERN 25, 4ERET R

6.3. 1% PR 25

iR T 245 A2 B IR A T 7 R ) 2 B IR . BRI, DHA nl @ #0H] mTOR B4R Ab 300 % O S
SKOV3/DDP 2 X N5 £H i i 245404, - [) i 38 s 40 |5 W AN 12371 BbAk, DHA vl #fi| NF-xB i
A 8 i 240 K 5 1 At VR R ORI [40] . AEFLBRE T, DHA J8 IS STAT3/DDA1 15 S IB BRI 4 1
M 25[44]. DHA £ 2 P JRg 40 i Hh e 8 100 4 ORI 24, 3X — R PEAE v IR RI I 24 07 Th B 24, A
SERRIE PRAGT TN 25424 195 0g . R DHA =98 M %% R S i /E H A% IESE, (A5 PD-1/PD-L1
S G SR AT A S s R A, R AR T S I A5 1)

DHA 5 Z M4 e I I P 5] 50N 15 J5 PT REARAE — B A% 0 IE RN . JRATAT B3R H — M % : DHA
Al LB S 2 EAMRIE T WL GEL R + BRFETT + T, A R BE R 4 i E AT B R 25 7
SRR B B STAT3. NF-xB 8¢ mTOR S5 B/ 25118, PA/E IS B 25 IS BGR] . 4R 5T
DHA SHuMyB 2t R 2577 %, NG SR Va7 SRBS SR AL 137 I B HE S LA o

7. DHA R HERRMESHKIEH RS

JE DHA IPUIIRE S PE CAE AR Z T FE S SIRIESE, (HIEAYEATKEEE . VR AR, 5k
HHY, R ERL) T ARG RGTMIR N A . AT ARIZ SRS, B AE AR T 2 R
THPUREAR I W8I R G -
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RAEWA A F ) DHA ik #8k 2 —. 5T PEG-PCL LM MAKAL T 7] w20 2 DHA At
7 Ce6, SEBULIT 5650 167 U RIS RN [45] . AR BRAAE 9 55— Rl SR oK A, thgm T
it DHA RE AR . Witk DHA Q0K AR RARESN BRI 51 3 R AT E MR AR A E 5, B T
DHA 5 Sk R 20 A feet O 30081 £ I [46] o <& A HUESR(MOF) A4 R E 1 3L [R5 DHA Mgk E 1, JF
R T TR P P 353 fih A 24 P T LA R 0 B R TR0, A e B — e B ) s IR A bR v
7T FR[47]0 IXESH L 25 RGN KA LR 7 DHA (R BRYE, Ky FE PR A S 1 LS MBR 34

8. BESRE

EMAERT, DHA EN—FESRBUEZY), HOAEDUR s R I 5 K 1 e . FL/E ML
RPRGETI. TTI. AR, AAREIHBEA . PUILE AR RO e R SR 2 AN T, ALEL ] Ras, STATS3,
PI3K/AKT/mTOR, NF-«kB 5% % KHE 5, KIEZH A ZBEPUMEME . ST 254
0PI I 18 355/ FH DA T 245385 5 66 it — BR80T DHA 1ENBE S F 2507 b S BRI 098 7 SR15, DHA
PG AR FEAAT SR TG 1 2 Pk o 00, JLROVAT P 2 R AR A R D R 1 [ A e o 75 S008I B 4l oKt 24 &
Guigt— A, IR, DHA XIS 57 B 0 5 3 AT AN B A, R 1 G i g va o7 A I S o R
DHA TE/R A ()22 A VRS E AR KU RIS BA L o B AT B9 R U5 32 B AR A R VE LU PR
JEIIEYT, EEX R A RIS B A B, TR R B 22 o S I PR T 0 SR Al LR T R0 2 4
Yo BEENTFABAN, DHA 38BN —FE k. K5 . 2R AMTURZY, NIRRT IR
FmE R

SE K
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