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Abstract

Atrial fibrillation (AF) is the most common sustained cardiac arrhythmia, with its incidence rising
markedly with advancing age and closely linked to increased risks of stroke, heart failure, and all-
cause mortality. Surgical radiofrequency ablation, represented by the Cox-Maze series of procedures,
constitutes an important therapeutic approach for AF, particularly in patients with concomitant indi-
cations for cardiac surgery. From the classic “cut-and-sew” Maze procedure to modified techniques
based on radiofrequency energy, this technology has continuously evolved, enhancing safety and pro-
cedural ease while maintaining a high rate of sinus rhythm restoration. However, postoperative AF re-
currence remains a central challenge affecting long-term efficacy, with reported incidence varying
across studies and underlying mechanisms that are complex and multifactorial. This review aims to
systematically delineate the developmental trajectory of surgical radiofrequency ablation, appraise
its clinical efficacy and safety, and thoroughly explore the epidemiological features, potential predic-
tors, pathophysiological mechanisms, and current and emerging prevention and management strat-
egies for postoperative recurrence, thereby providing an evidence-based foundation for optimizing
surgical decision-making in AF and improving long-term patient outcomes.
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2. ILEEENIEISIERARNEARA TS AR 58
2.1. EHEBEFR: Cox-Maze I FIERS F 4L

kB TR, 45 Cox-Maze Il K3, RAMEHAT L BEANER . MAXET “I%I 544~
B, SIS A0 B OV — R I, B3] 5 A0 % B S L B 0 2K
B, WITHBELIT S5 0 % ETRTRB . K] CR LR B T M SR R AL, 5081 T 0 o
BEAEROITIE LR . Cox-Maze IILARYE ELYL FHEAT, WM T 0 CIROBBEERTIESLE, (USRI SR L
FERHER, WSLSRRAIT BRI < SR (1], RATHTRCIR, (T FAREAS R, HEH
FER S b BT AT UK, BT SUREIAR 2 BEF . AT, SCOIS i UM RR B Rl
Lo B PN AR B SR (07697 S, RIS T R s BN B R MR BT, B T BUR S B
SMRIAPT MR L PR

2.2. BEEERIRMREVTTE: M “YIE1” B “iHRL” ASEREE

N T G IR E PRI E R T AREI, HESMHAI TR TN “OIFI%EE” 2] “ReEH
Rl AR AR o 3K — AR (R A0 R R P 25 RE BRI (A ST A VR S8 )P o o AL R 7 A T 422 (128 B A 4
13, DABARAE G I FARDI . TTTIE B[] 1 LB B AL i e AR o RER T AR A AR A RE 8
FELIEBR S T (off-pump) B3E I T G 3 A2 HEAT b3 BUH AL, 39K T T ARE SAE I AR T ARG« 451l
MU ST A B B, (A AE s 8 T BOT I F AR PR AT S s B i BE R 2R PR3 05 NPT RE (2]
XMEARAMUORE TR E FARBNGITAERE, ICHRORMSE & 7 FARM ] S22 4t E3) 1 5 BAEHY
RSO AP AR R E e ERKEEST BB IT I, Oy AT ER B AMRHE TR .

23. ERAERRLR: 50, 2F. WERSERERERE

PURAMRL G B i BRI 2 AR IR, & LR A SHUIRR R B AT AR 2 R R, Jai
FEL L7 e 2H 220 i A g T R R B o ORI SR AT R e A T . DO R BEVE R, AR R
FATEB]. AHEEZ T, A ah A EMRIR (I1—-60°C LR 4405 A R, AR AE TS
GG, Xof ) BBl 2 K (B 7 ) R VS TE A 105 IRUR K, 7 PR LS i S P 2 22 (4]0 Aiple R o i P SR AR
R U TR N AR IR RE TR o il R 7 2 BRI AL AU, (L2 R P A 05 (1 24— 42 o) 5 L b e
e R R AR R S LG Y SR AR R, IR B, BRI AR AR . —IULERF L Sos, 1ERE
KRR B, ST R YA VRBRIR T RIURD A s AR ALY 12 A H T 5 B AT 26 0
T 84%. T4%KN 85%, FEIRANFREEIRFIA AL A B HBEA P SARB5]. Bkl aE Ry —Fosr
WAE AT R AR, WL Rk AN AT e L LA, B SRR L R A R
71, ABILAESMRIST ) R M7EER R I 6].

2.4. IRIMFLERAART: Cox-Maze IV XEFTER AR

Cox-Maze IV RAGEIASIBHERFIAER, B4R T Cox-Maze I 1 5E B LBk e it, (H XK
S R AT REE B T 48R “UIE S4EE 7 IR, FRdE Cox-Maze IV &% BLAFH XU i Bk (1)
ZRRE . 5 IRBER SR BREL SRR i KRR B AT LG . AR AR . DU LR =
IR FL L AN T 255 7] AR H AL OB B TREAT, B0k 74000 4 1 58 AR AE BE A,
JEHAE AT AEAT HAt O TR AR T A I & I 1 55 BT - BT FTUESE, X T KR E — 2RI & I 10
AERE AL DT B, L Sh BEH AN 2 G g SE BRI XL s B U 2, AT i R AR R B AT
£ R [8]. Cox-Maze IV K EAFTEBARNM 17 RS FARTATYE, RO ST AESMR IR IT b
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B, RE ) R B R S s B ) AR HE AR S
2.5. WEISMRHERI S RZF RN L RIANK

TBISNEHE Bl B AR — P> FARGMS, FERR MRS IIENER . AR RN L, 7R
o Jis B A B A P SO S A Rt B E Bk 5l 1) o U R TR (Lo AP IBE) IR ATV i, 08 85 72 SO LA I 5 fik B 25 A0
5 Ja BERUIRKE B, ] RIADIBR A & A0 B 5] FARIAAE Tk S 1 i D) F AR SMERR, B R R
X B, WIAEERR SRt e b s i ik s B 5, 0 i BV Rk 45 5 R A R DL S A qL, R %2
BT[] A TFARNZ G I ENERL S 2 5 SEHR A YL & . 8% % i AMRHEE A @l )
IRAE 58 0 AR (1 COBRA Fusion R4t), #0H J5 H B e A B R AR AT 00 B BT R, DLBRIE I b
FRARA LR B 1) SE BV, U T ARG S A0 AR DL 5E 4 T BE ) X ek XY BT AU A0 KRR B TR
N AIEMIRE], A B e A 2R P R D) 2R, S T AR R M S B . SurHyb X5 S5 H AL IEAEVE
fli 38 FARMB T BAisb A RIEE TR ES[10]. Lhoh, —FEFATIFLE R <M 5E7 SRR
5 RS B BRI IE,  HAE G I e Dk B sh ko B 5 T R 2 2017, NSMEHE Rt 7 Hr
EEE(11].

3. SR GTSHRA AR BOIE R ITH S R &M TS
3.0. EMLCEREMIIE. S5l FRRREE

AR R AE P S RN 2 4 SE VR O 7 TR R AP R, LSRR 7 AR B AR B8 25 AR A 17
Fo APLAIGR, RGO “ GR7 TERER, 7R 12.6 A MBI, T
BRI 77.2% [11]. —TELESS A0 S T Rl A VR BRI Rl R 4= 60 s B A RHH Rl ) B8 A o 72 S
AN, (E 12 AN AR, ANEHE AL TC 53 BAE A7 2(85%) 5 I 5485 T Bl 41.(84%)F 24, ELAR T VAR BRZE T il
Y (74%) [5]. K FA8E ELCE SN DS B T 72 1) 22 AR O B 8 — 2D AIE S T PR A RN Rl A A . 1T
FERIN, HGERT, SR OO M (5 TR S5 4007 Rl ) 00 PSS N B8 (25 R vA- T T ) 1) 25 3 s B R R 4%
WA 32.3%F1 24.0%. 7 1 FERETIRS, PIALEE F)EARTFARIIZ 208 58.4%F 62.2%, FERIA W3E
R [4]0 IXELEARR I, AMRHIATE SR FE ORI T B ORI R AR O A 2 H A
H 543 250 E .

3.2. MEHRK. LHRBEEFETTEAR MW

HIRESS B AR A DS AR RO, HE B RRTT H AR — 2 B 55 WU 5% A3 9 ACRE R, 45
BRA AL I35 o IR ELIE VP Ak AMRH RO 25 o XSS 5 0 (4 BT 8 BE LG TR I B A B, (ELPE R
FARBEAT IR 2 0 B AR B AL AR I A AR 28 R IO ORBERA Y . fEP 0o B “ BRI S, Fr 1
IS O HER AT A, R RIERE RS, BB T AR A h A R R (4] TR EREMT T8
TR, RERAMHER SR, L1 IO RAE QAN N IR 7 3 7.7%A0 5.0% [4]. %P
B3 B S RENE b5 S ST 252 TR, WHEEoR, RJE BRI S A RIS R (RS EET
PRI 78 ML AP o 7 3 3 P A e AT A ) 2 2 AH SR [12] 0 IR RS BRI, RIS R R R e 0 B A8 PR AR
AR, ATREX B B KIS, BRSO R A R TR, AR L.

3.3. BIFARMFALIEE: Hill. Zh. RHREHRGF

AR A B A 2 4 0, ABATIA7 AR R 1A B T ARSI R B IR 5 L 1 9 R RE B 47 L i
Ay MR LA LI B E AR ISR SO . AR 2 O R B, ARERESNRHE BRI B AN SE T R
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BUR, CAMREFLC LS RN 2.2%H0 2.9% [4]. HCECANRIE @7 UR0RF e R I, A s 5 2 RHE Rl
I ARE R ERLIN 5%, BIEHMAE[5]. RE B 5 B R — M WE B I F RO . — TRk
Ve A SR, R 55 561 B HRCE ZORSHIRER) . BEER R AR AN 0.025%, HS5HiEE
FHEL, VR AE B 0 XURG 2 35 AR 13]. SRR BADsk 7 ARG AT RERZER b5 - Rk E Ot - B
P, SRR N AE S FARB IR EF R CEE[14][15]. SbAh, ik o S 8 M aE a9
FE, AN EABHMER[16]. XESHAR 2 ) 7 AMRHYRLK I AERS, SRR RS4RI EANA 5 ™
HEE.

3.4. 5RAHYIATT RS EHMBTT RS

HNRHEH I Rl A N 2GR T B B, JCHGR S IR HA O TR T TN ik . 5 A Zi¥)inyT
HALE, SMRHERLRE A ROt R SO B, EARRERVER BUEE T, B2iSM CryoMaze 57 51k
STV RSN} CryoMaze ARJ5 3 AN H AT SEH Rl 19 ELBOIT 78 IEAE S BEA LRI 2E AT PRAG , B AEIRLIRIT T
FK[10]. 5FEHMBAMLL, SRR EE TR R T RE R A0S . — T SEAH 57 19 13 A 7T
R, AE 6 NSHREVIHIN, Fr BBk S S T AR T A PRI RS B B SR R R T Y
o6 SR, XTSRRI E],  anXIRAE — I & JF AR A b B, S AR A 2 ) e e
XL 55 O AL AT RS  , HASIITE D3 VR DAk O AR AR A R B AL T R B 41 [8] . XK I, Xt
THPEWALEE, EANRASMEHE AR AT RS0 T 2 8 W R T R

35 BEREGRSEERENE

PP SR Rl ) R AN R T O R RN RO, B 4ty 1A A3 TR A A 2 QL B 4 R AR A
T8 CASE-AF JEMESCARGTE tH, 252 fEBEAMRHE RLI B 1R 1 SFRE DT REIRAT 5 38 3% (3], FAA
R PR 2 S ARG P B B PR 2K o — 0 [ P L A 1 AN [ T 2R S R xR R R
A P v Dh (50 W)TH K B, HLA R RIVZ R SUT ) 72 i o 2 IR T P R Sh R (35 WO B
[FIIG YT I A SEAE[17] RIS RSB R R AR, R E R TR B ARG &R . Boh,
JRIYERE SO 8 D B SRR (0 . Z ) PR B AR A 4B, SERIEHE 1 R A3 P A
IRTE. B ZHWT LB DR R, (T T SR B AR BSOGE Je SMRHE RO ik 4 R
BUREE BN | SCRFPEUEDE -

2T R 2 VR TN FE A B AT, BERLO ISR R B =, JCHSZ DLAS ., FETON
FTEPERT T AN FE SCRUEIN T B Z2 5 oK, (R TR AT BUAESZ R . 22 G hAl 75 T REA7AE R 3R
ffar, ZF HEIENE I AORE R SR A Rl kil BEAh, Ao BACPRASRSLAR 28 0 75 A% BE TRk 1
AR IRAEAEE R R R, IFIEE 2 P ORENLIT AR B R PR, DAL IE S5 SEAMRH Al I A 3
A
4. RELEEEIE % NRITHRESHMRE
41, SRENSENSEOREIEANOEE, Holter, BARBIERN)

AR50 55 BRBN(AF) B A 1A SO N 7 A7 1 0 25 I e R, X B 1 SR R 4 o A L
H AT, R IE SCEHE ST ARJERER RS 3 A 7”7 Ja)ic s B O 0, EIEIH R
JEE AN B2 I 8] 22 S AR Ko W R 7 32k 0 3 TR B O B B (BCGY AT 24 /NI BCEE I TR 3 25 0 L I
(Holter), {HIXEET59%M] BeiwiZ BE R MEBCAEIRAT AF S4F[18]. MELZ TR, AR FAILR)FFK
WNES I e RE s S RUBHIS I ) AF &%, AR, MM AT e ot B i A S R R [18]
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RSN T R 22 3 P B T SCRR AP RS I R R R VERIR . i, Sl EkE ECG BifE ] Holter FUMTFT
ARG R A4, A TLR AR 5E 0 50 AE A b S Bk AF PRI 570 gy ALV bR J ) L SEYT R0 [,
FEARSEAT BN I T SR A i s 6 25028 S R P ) S 00 SR s R B2 R e SCRofe s 3K ] 1 B AR S
BRANIE TS b R P AR AL 0 77 SR A B A

4.2. 38, PHASKHIEARWCESH

0 5 BEN AN RHR B0 R A S (K R R BN TR HERS T A2 Ak, SR ] 70 MR G 1 AEA) A HI(1~3
FVMKIAG 4L E)HATICE T RSB S5 STIRR LR ML Rl R BRI = R 8, H
BT FEMAAN AF B IRARE AR AR, R AEAR G IR, 505 P AR SEAK A
Ko BEEMRER, 0 f5 3 BT (N 2T 4EA0) RIEAT PR 2538 T RE RO Rz S 52 5 i 2 BEAR BN R 3R [19]. A IESE
R, FPEEAT A A (R R RG ) FT BASGE AF SBE ITUR[20]. AR, BIME I EL, AF AE 8 —
FEAT PR, H R R KU R S A7 £E, 3K 500 53 O U AT AR B AR AL AR G211 KIWIBE D 8de 2o,
SR AT REREAE I () SRAMUAG N, SRR 1 RS AT K B B DR A F W EBE, FE
BB AR AF SRR Z20 BRI T R EC e B VR RN BE U7 I 5k P R 22 5, XSS R
SN £ I 1) BU R R 3 it

43. BEEXTVER: Fi. FHRBSRERE, Z0EXNN SHIE

B B 52 DU POIE SR BN AN RH SUE AR R AF RRIEZE R R Fild P RERR,
CAEBEEF O AR E, BAMBEREAREE, RN ER22]. AF BRI ] 5
KEE, SR AF L, FRERtEalKIFFavE AF RS 5202 (0 s SRR SE 2 S R i e o, A
WA A G S5 25 1 N (23] 220 5 R/NFI T REE S I I TRINFR B o 220 5 ARG K (0 220 5 B AR AR 4K
T AT RE T Bl 70 5 5 0 73 BB AR) B 170 5 o U AP R, 5 R e R AN BE Z2 1) e PR 45 )
FUIMR[24]. BLAh, EIFEMEILE . BERRI . IR 18 B S5 A I AF ARG, i e
E ARG JORE RN 5 2T 4EAR I 19 0 B JG SR RRE[20] . X8 58 3 M R TR 3K [RGB 1 SRR IR Y 56
LEVPANHEZE, A7 BT AEAR BT R B = faMA

44. FREFAEXTMER: ERZTEE. gEEE. WNAX

FARBAEEARG TR AF SMEHERBII R 5 — RO TR R . R 52 B 2 i fR
SRR CHITITIR I B AR Al . AN e UL SR TE B R ARG E AR E R 2 —. SEIKAME.
EEEVE B R BOR R . RERIEFF(CUNSM A, VoK) T RERZ MR 5 (KT BORIRF I, (B e e AT bk
EARTTEE, T2 A ] RE N BAR AR AT E G DU 5 [25]0 Xt T S RL0Fs 4130, Sl = SR ek S K ik v e
AN, AHXS T A IR PR O IR BOE R % DR (RS, TR B T RS 26, YIRS,
Rl e L HANEE, ROV 2 ANEHE BT R BB AL AR 7 o BT 22 O BB B BT ER A A T i
Pt 28 WU, AT BRIV BR — INEE R AF il A i 2 AR SS SR 11]. BEAh, A g L5 (A Jm BE
PRGBS b S, 57 S0 A7) TR b o 2 I 7 R 5 B2 00 R 0T, 1T R P 1 AF S U A R [ 11
FAREARKIA L, & R8T BN ARE A3 5T 25 R RS K R T %

5. RIGBEEIE % RRIEE R F AL BIER T
51. HRMZEA TR EASRE: BEEEREBHXE

HIBHR I REA B AR 8 G S BRI Bl R IR B SO0 R FOFFHIBT T iR M B% . SRT0
TR A S B B 5 L% PR 2 T80 R R I 2 i A B o T AR KA e BE AT REIR T AR R
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RESCHLEEEVESR D, BUAE A RE Ay, T RRER PV BAT (10 OO LA M B P A AL U I T 8 i) A% S %27
AL G il MO R (G 55 Fh B 55 ) B3 1 2R B B TTAESE, 7 MUk S 5 = S 7 Vi
g, RUE I AL G iR IE Y S A A% T BE = SEAR IS AT REIR T /N % S AR IR 28] . XL 4R
BB AR X, 5 7 SR ] R ) B (o — SRR K AT IR 55 41 o AR, R 0 B 2 AR He
AR ISR, RO R N AN EAAE B T BE O SR AR AR A AR, SO ST A BT
VKA 3 BUY BRI SBOO AR H I T [29]. BRIk, #ORIERLZR I e B AR A RS s T AR T % . 1%
R R R R

5.2. BARSHITHAHEN: SRNEMER

ORI O ISR  DhRE. FARFE R ARZE A 20 WA R R i TR, HAZ Do FRFAIE 2 — 2 R AT 1
AU [21 ] IXFPLFLEAL T AR RUR B BB EE AL, T A8 B A BRp St J (i 20, #8 T Fs
U AR R IRASIE S o 0o 3 P BOR T LA A IR H 1 4., SEAL SR % A St A 218 4% 2,
N2 T RTINS B AR PR AL 7 BAEIASE[19]. SMRHE L B AR T DURR B Bk R i 7 65T, (HICIR e
ZRORENRERE. AJ5, FA R BRI R (i s 38 3 ROIE) A BEFFSAEAE,
PECC A YEEE PN, MR Al 2 SMEROHT I EUOH R B XR[30]. S &FHOR IO TR IR
(CMR)ZER B8 538 A] FI T 3P40 D £ AL DAy, ™ SRR E 5 VR A I o B R RS, S 25 AR 19 AL,
U AVE BRI E O 5 U, AR B X S BUA &, X TR ARG Bk B0 E .,

53. BEXHEEMSRERNEELPHIER

B E 4 R GRS RSB LE 5 A BRR T R R B A (O, SR E R 5 WA AR AN 4 () B
P, RS EREERIERE. OIERE BT A TFE A4 T OAMERDT S, SMERE AR Ha] gEx:
o A AR R B RV (3170 ST, W AR A B 2 SRR JORE SONE, BT R A Rl A A
BT, AR REAEEE L S EF 4L, IETTRESIE B AR, BlinehLe i 2F Ul U N [32]. XA
20 F R AT RE LA 0 5 AT SN S I AN A G 52, 8N A S AN IR B ARG . s FE R ], KA
O PR AT S EOE A WU, IR AR O R AR R, RN B B TETRIA3 1], BEAN, BRI
0 4 Bk SRR S (O I T5 A 5 K 2E s L)t ] BE a0 b5 AN R E VE RN SE R FEA O 301 5 B
KBIESAF[33]0 BRIk, 32 BRI SO AR Z BT X F P2 R GUR T 5G] RE2 b b3 BUR R %
FEIRAE

54. ZLEERESMAMERNERY

U FEANMSUR AR TR PSP 2 A, A2 AP A A Ak A A ) B SRR, JU A B4 s B 2 v 341
FEANERE R, FeO B A AL B SRS (A DI « P B R )X s B R S BRI o PR A A
B (oA FH e P12 B ) T e Tik Ve R L LG B0, BB B 2 O H VAR AT P RE P A DR rIE B, sk i R B 5 B
(1170 PRI, X et FEEAT v B B (RSB 5 7o o 2 s 2 T P X 10 A BEL ) I IE W RE i — AP 4 s B B
THREF DA, R Rl TR AR S (351, 28T, A LHEIREG, HARAEtire sk, RIfE4E
FESEVE O, AR ZE XU thn] BEXE AN, X9 TR R KGRI ZHE[36]. AMRER T I SEEL A O F:
() 5% 4 R K B RITUBES P, B8 b mT DS AC rh F Iy AR A B R A RS, (EL 7 14 TR R A AN
FERR[11]o A RE B A B I — Rl A L, AU AR fh SRS 1 B E3A Y,

5.5. FEMNE]: LEREIRRE. ERSRBMESF
T BRI, — SR B B R R B WO R B S S B R R . s IRIITR I,
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R OIMEIETH R EAT) MO HEIVZEFNRE, & — D&M . EAT 2 MBS N /i 25
B, FAM AR 8 VB TR (98 3 TR R 1 4 A DR 1 1 B0 T B4R 100 55 Co UL, A2 3E ey 3
RIE FACN AN LTSEAL, T 538 H AL SRR [37]. SRR ET T Bow, O EAT MKF1 5 B B 77 7E
FREEPE R RS 2 A DR [38] . WA, 1BA% ) EAEAE b5 B 2B e R R A B FH o A R DR 2H S R
S E AR H 2 AN 5 B BiXUS AE DS A JE R A5, 1 PITX2. ZFHX3 4%, XS m] fE il om0 K
P F P BT A8 B, W A B B R LR 1) B T [39] o BV AR I AT 0 4 v 22 ) 284 g A A A 7 i 5
W PG AR i, F B A DR A B TR e B IR R R T T E Ao IR B ML A RN B i 5
RIS RN R B T e B it 1B A A

FRUE N HLAEHE S5 R R 2R A FE X B R ML CAE RN, (HIE R 2 RE R —ImE, X5
it - ZFAEAY - B AR EA (R BNAS BAE GRS B AR A 2 o BB AR A R e DA LR MER 2
HIFRE. ZEMAANBEFTER . A0 dlE 8 e KU N i BAR L BB R IA . AR T
B 2 W3S G AN i 3 B AR, Wi AL B o T A R IR 2 A R, R DR A, HES) AL AR
Ira) B8 ) T D 5 R (1) 1)
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Figure 1. Pathophysiological mechanism network of postoperative atrial fibrillation recurrence
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