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Abstract

Cushing’s syndrome (CS), characterized by chronic glucocorticoid excess due to dysregulation of the
hypothalamic-pituitary-adrenal (HPA) axis, remains one of the most formidable diagnostic challenges
in clinical endocrinology. Diagnostic precision is often compromised by episodic cortisol secretion,
inter-individual variability, and technical disparities in laboratory assays, leading to significant rates
of misdiagnosis. This review synthesizes recent advancements in CS diagnostics, specifically evaluat-
ing the clinical utility and limitations of 24-hour urinary free cortisol (UFC), late-night salivary cortisol
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(LNSC), low-dose dexamethasone suppression test (LDST), and hair cortisol analysis for qualitative
screening. Furthermore, the diagnostic efficacy of imaging modalities, functional assays, and bilateral
inferior petrosal sinus sampling (BIPSS) for etiological localization is analyzed. Emerging diagnostic
technologies are also discussed. This paper aims to provide a standardized framework and practical
evidence for the biochemical evaluation of Cushing’s syndrome in clinical practice.
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1. 5|8

JEE TR 47 & {iE (Cushing’s syndrome, CS)J& BT N X - HEAK - ' _E I (hypothalamic-pituitary-adrenal,
HPA)SHTE IR 55 5 8018 14 Ry 3 i i 8 7 8 51 K I — IR IR SR G AE[ 1], J& N WA PRIZ T i W e
W I o T AR IRAT N F R 7R, CS IABRS T AW 2N/ E TN 1.8~4.5 B[ 1]-[4], HR¥EM A
Ao YR CS HAMEM: CS, H WAL AMNEM: CS, w2 AMEVERE 2 s e, assn
B ERBKGRIE . AN BN ERE B B . YEYE CS T, R B R R R (adrenocorticotropic hormone,
ACTH) R P2 TR ZRAAE 7 S B0 80% LA 1 [4]-[6]. FLH ik (Cushing’s disease, CD)HHHE{A ACTH Jif
JA5IHE, & ACTH #K#itE CS & IWIIZEAL, |5 80%~90% [2] [7]. i ACTH %i&ik(ectopic ACTH
syndrome, EAS) & HRIE T FURAR . MfR. M. B . T 48l KRS I & N 4 Wb s 43 ACTH, £
i ACTH HHIE CS 1 10%~20% [6] [8] [9]. BRILZAN, 29 15%~20%F1) AIETE CS 5 KA E IR
R S B R R EE, & T ACTH AR E TR SR A AE, W' EIR R R . B F IR s XU e
LRGSR A S

LRI PR T 68 J2E ok 45 5 E PR 25 A I T B8 8 3% 3 5 — 5 OB, A 45 SR 52 2 TR 4 i 7™
FERE . RFERY B R REE i A B RS Bl . B RS . S IFRE . FHZG R SEAMAIR o m, (A S ae = A
FORI 2 F o B TR HE A . ARSI T IR AE Bt 7R, RGN SRS 7 VAT P IR 25
B E S W R e Wi T A SA R, AR FREHABSR2 R, NIRRT
A FH e TR Z7-A EAS I 77 SR B K 4 5 St =
2. EEMEEEREMISHT

7 7 R IR R A A T 55 SEHEBR AR FRPE TR 2, AR ROBCIRAS 38 22 A BRI 0E HPA B, S ECS Flbr A
[ Rz R R T, TR EE 3, AR QSRR NI, B FDHIRE . R P23 S5 OO N
AL TR A TR S HEBR 7] [10] [11].

I s DA 5 T L 28 () SR P TR SR IR, P 20 A 25 2 s PR 2 B i o B A P 57 s DR 58 DL BB 38 A0 U 0 5
/OB TG 24 /N R 5T 25 57 8% (urinary free cortisol, UFC). IR MER 17 Jii % (late-night sal-
ivary cortisol, LNSC). /Nl & Hi ZEKFA HI 358 (low-dose dexamethasone suppression test, LDDST) [7] [12].
H T B R B A (R B, LNSC 5 UFC il s i & 2 IR LRI 12 1R12 .

2.1. DFEMERRHEIALE
LDDST [J#%Co J5 R A& VFAL AR B2 R T HPA i) 2R BEVE 7SR BSUR T DI RE R 1 IR, R TRER Gk
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HERARTFR. S5 MERFEEE > 50 nmol/L (1.8 pg/d)$E7R A AMEIHE R NERLESHE, 2Wi R
L) 98.6%, HEFHEL] 90% [13]. HBFEAKNL B i W S B % -3 BRI b B8 KA 7K 7 FAI 2 AR B A
MEERN, W RTEFREH14]. ZEMAZHE. CYPIAL BEAES A A [12]; fREAR AT
HhZERAACANMARZE R, 6% MR N 253K AR T2 W IR 13] [R5 A6 DN B Jo 2 5 b KA P A HE &5
B15], AERGI AT R M2 . AR T, ANIEF TR T A . H I RS I (6 37 R R IR B N S S 5 4
DR B, 232 5 5 B 45 4 BR 2 A (corticosteroid-binding globulin, CBG) A [ 2 A W J& 5 51 ) 5
. ARFFER, EFREEARE 21 g/L BIFF RGBT, 46% M B2 B L & 7o 2 (08 R
BE/NT 550 nmol/L [16]. #H e, DIREEZ 2G4tk 4 Gl R BEIT HRAMEE S S8 CBG &
T, LDDST MR IS 50% [12] [17]. 534t WHFCRKIFEERARE I 10 2. B /NERIEE AL
10 ml/min/1.73m?2, LDDST J& IfLi5 B¢ i B TH 5520 5 nmol/L [18], SZ4F B Thfe 5 o H n I B 3 o 45 TR
TR

2.2. 24 INEFFR T 8 B R

B TR BB R A BT T B R JEE P SR SR B AL I A AR R AE P AR AL 528 . UFC AN 2 24 /)i
TS B S S R, IR R B R A R A WA KT, A R PR B A B R LU A 4 B e, A
% CBG WAL, IEM T MEMER M %55 CBG 59 AR {5 24 /RIS HECRARE R, 7
FPERSEC s (RIS PR VLT P 54l PR R 5E B8 1k ;. UFC OB I B8 Dh g, WIBFIB B <60 ml/min i
AT MBS T RR(19], DRIk, SRR PR TR ER &R & v B DO REAS S B A8 AN A P AR
2.3. RTEMERE R

LI FESE, RS IEEE 1, LNSC MZWme R 0T UFC [13] [20]-[23], Jul:
T UFC SURIETTRRBECR B, (H LNSC HBEREFE . i KM R R A T, IF HARHE T4
H AR A7 B R BB R RS, X AT E LNSC A U FH AN [R]37 5 FfEL [ 241 — T 7
R, AL I NS AT LNSC ORA¥, MiARREERI 11 % 12 7, Fril 75 A e s i B /K
PARELR A RAT Y, B EAR[25].

3. FEMGSERE ML

FERRGEE AL G, o B Bl A M 2% ACTH, W e iRZE &1 )9 ACTH HME: Bl AR -
FhL ACTH ZREAE&EE Il ACTH /KFREEZETHE, £H >100pg/ml, #4-WFIATIA 500 pg/ml LA F: P
Jp R AL ACTH /KT 2 N R v T, JEHEZ 20~100 pg/ml, BEOwEI 4L T IEH S %6 H, H
TR SRR B B ARYEE . ANIRE R SR SRR AL ACTH 7KV B3 R B E A . AR, —TiZE
OISR, ACTH Rl kAt P9 S HETR AR S BE Ry, Ik ACTH B PRS2 0 75 L2 1 26 ] o

ACTH WM P IR 7 B AE £ B4y NIE ORS00 ACTH L8 1E, & fEAMER . IHREIR L7
M ES, PG AREKATGAEREZER, WITIRMERRREE. A%%5 CD 5 EAS, =2
SE MR YT G . DGR R IR S R AL ORI, 2 80 N WA AT, CS 1297 1 SO s il . H
AT E ] AMER S5 5 ZALRHETEN CD 5 EAS S0 FRBE S, B — 2 MIERNHRIR .

3.1. REFERE

T A4 14 5 AR 1% (Magnetic Resonance Imaging, MRI)/& 2 Wt CD HI B LG KA . 70% LA LY
53k ACTH (IR MR NIRRT , A 25%~45%IMARIEE MRI HEIERD, 218 40% 18112 22 Tk &
# MRI NIAYE. MRIi2W CD SRR Y 73.4% [27], BORTEMR A 55 1) MRI S5 0] fe A — & £
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IHEEPERRIR , A 10% 48 N7 AE TR R [28], 78 EAS B th ] & F AR TE Th AE IR 1T 5 3 MRI
HIERFETESS S . BRTAA, 1B ACTH MR =y R 5T B AR 1R A i R I B > 10 =K%,
WU AT AR FE TR, WA 2 B e el B K B /T 6 22 KB T BIPSS. B R AT 6~9 2 KK B 1 hRi 7
FEARFEZEN, EKZHEAEIE N T BIPSS [7]. B g 6 2 1 AL Z 3931 (Computed To-
mography, CT)E{3 5% MRI & T4 %07 ACTH & (5T B (B NETs # BARFR N A7 F il TR
e S AR, 7E CT B MRI _ExfE DL 5 1E 3 LB 4544 X 4 .

FEFREEVE EAS TG, H LR 2 T LIRS 8 30% Mk, RN 20 PR 2 R AN S . ®Ga-Zk
KA ZK 524 (somatostatin receptor, SSTR) PET/CT & H FIi2 Wi 701k R 4F (1) NETs B BUR I F B, 2 AR
FHARZE A Vs bR 2R T e IR (R AR KA B2 4k, HLRR RS20 82%, 155 FUR 25 A 1 (1 B B ks 1)
H R Z R 100% [29]. s 50 R HLAE T Bl A= KM 2 2 R Rk, SEURIATE. 6K L rT4E R,
FH B R SR 23 R K TR e FATAR A, DS e RIS M [30]. '8F-SSTR PET/CT 5 %Ga fric i
BIRHL, SWIREEA Y, RN SF EFEHF K. SF-FDG PET/CT @# T/ bz .. SRR
A KR BRI . XS0 NETs [ R SBUE T 90%, (HERZH] NETs i
40%~60% AT 28 [31], FIEG7EE AL ZERBEHE, nIER ®Ga-SSTR PET/CT M EHIE BT % . Mn-
sl ik SPECT/CT A& SSTR #[al AR MA TR, HJE %Ga-SSTR PET/CT ¥ K il EAS &AL bR 6E
KA. SZAE RS, 2R PR R, FEXF EAS 9k 6 SRS HH R U AN 2 49% [32], /N Ba e
WAL RE AR, BRI OAME N 245, (U T PET/CT WA ST, 158 EAS WIFf &
REEFE.

3.2. KBt FEARAAHDHIRE

FRAE 2025 4 CFE TR T XK IR, KF L ZE KA #1155 (high-dose dexamethasone-suppression
test, HDDST) @ IR R HE A T CD 5 EAS %52 Wi ) — S kn 2 [33]. HAZ 0 R H AT CD B35 1) HPA
ATy DR B 8 20 W R R SR R B T D RE, R A ORR S OK A fE T FE R ACTH 143, 2Em 41
JE IR R EE A BB S R B 1 EAS BERIRAL ACTH /b2 N H EM, A0 B R U s
2, DRI Bz o A 7K - DG W SR At o AR T G e R 2 B A7 AR BOR B s 5 2 R el AT i PR 3 (2
RHZWIREEATR, HDDST X CD IR Z1H 60%~80% [34] [35], £ 20%FF) CD H %t K7 i 28
KA TG B SR AM SSE, T30 53 3 AR BE R R SO I S 42 N 40 WA IR BT 850 ¥) EAS, W] HH BB Joft
PEREI[36], 5 FBEEM RS FIob, SN TSR B TR AR, w] ik — A R 1 IR
MR RS 2L, DA MRS Bl B e 8, RIS A e e Thae, 38 B i gy i A KU
X T M E I ACRE I EE CS B, IR H 2R .

33, (R ERR ER R

T L R B i R B iU 2R (corticotropin releasing hormone, CRH) M A7 iR 46 /& [ A g i B AR R N1
RO ZE[ 7] BHTESS Ry ACTH LE BB T i 35%~50%, B¢ A MEF i1 14%~20%, $os NPERGH, R
NFAL ACTH ZRA1E[37]; CRH MAT IR REULA 76%~91%, RPN 95%, FHELT HDDST, %75
EXT T FEROR A RIFIZ I [34] [35], (HEAN#JC CRH R, EAMEFSA S o, Btk
ReJ 2 N H
3.4. 1- IR R-8- MM EA ERATRE

1-JI 2= -8- K5 =R L2 T+ R (1-deamino-8-D-arginine vasopressin, DDAVP)M A7 iR /& CRH MA iR
ARG, (BB SR R PR B CRH X I MIK[36]. RAAT7ILIR] CRH XA itEe . M DDAVP J5
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IR R EE T >20%, 1l ACTH FhE >35% MBI W NREYE, $Em NERRG . — IS Z iR, HRE
[ 5 CRH 56 KT, (HEFREE /R, 78 EAS B rha] Bl £ FvE 4L R 38].

3.5. WA TERM

XN T 5% K ML (bilateral inferior petrosal sinus sampling, BIPSS)& 2 A HI % H FE i 5 EAS K& hx
e, LRUEE AR R 2908 95% (7] [39] [40]. — TGN 23 TR FE, WKk 1642 4 BE A Hr[41]58
7, BIPSS BURIEN 94%, K mtEN 89%. T N 52/4ME S2(IPS/P) ACTH EUAEKIX 7 CD FE ik Fl 5+
7 ACTH ZE&1E. — Mk, CRH HIBGREGHT IPS/P ACTH LAl >2, CRH Jli)5 IPS/P ACTH Ebfl >
3 &1ZWr CD [AriE[42] [43]. K70 ACTH HIMYE R IH ML R 24, HInERRNZG 2420 ACTH
fRRETR[44], 7£ BIPSS JlH]jii A DDAVP A2 FH2 Wik #fitE[45]. BEE CRH Ml n] it — P oK #h
Zt, RFZWiREE, 12W CD MR BUE SRR EHHE 100% [41]. 2810 BIPSS & —FA QI Atk
A, BAEFEKFREE, HPEXENME T EERCRM, BEdE P eSS, B, #hki
PTG A 28 JRR I 5 e R AR, 71 B3 T A5 M 25 v [43] [46] [47]s W TAZIES T SEFR kAR A2 5 1)
B, AR AT AN R FERKEIRAST IR, o7 I ACTH RIS R, i S8R 2,
SEAET B 5ARE M NFEAR B R S, 752 A& BN N2TT BN 5 7635 pO R it A N 2>
ORI = HERFE A RUOT R, JEEERS 2800 T R EERL I TRE e, sy etk z=, I BT A S
i, TR N —ERIR A T BRI PR ).

4. ¥R B S R Rz MAERY IS BT R 5 %1 3R
4.1. BIRAMEERR LR EAE

JE B B TR 27 B AU 2 JE SR G S AE R R Y, E CS Wy 18%, HRFAE A I et 2 & H B e,
B J P B I BSARG B o B A W PR A . B T R SR R MR BB AR SE, 5 AR A SAS 2 H A I
P, SEOSWIEIR[48][49]. WIS SEERIEFI AR N, KT PRSE & S Tk i S AR R s, AL S il
UFC F1 LNSC, MdEZEKFAMHRRIE[50]. HEFENT AT 58 B #F 3T 1 X LNSC. % 2 Ji 1 ¥k UFC 1)
BN, FreE D 46 A, KEAWSREEIEKE 3~6 MH . BRESES BMMEY Bk N TR,
B JRF R Al 7 SR AN B R R, G B R A AEI2 Wi 266 55 UFC AH24[51] [52]. SkRAEKIHEEL)
Lem/H, WEBKIES: 1 om Zr BRI B R EE, 17 B BA T PR IR SR A0 R0 25 11 R T B 2 R N (1 2%, K
R SR IS R, H H B AR BT R [53]

4.2. JEBPIEITE S B PR B I AE

B98P i 2 o B IMILJAE (non-neoplastic hypercortisolism, NNH), R FRA “ARMEERSESAE” , HiZ
LA T B I8 I k28 30 B 0 409 CRH F/BORE 2R N 25, R8I % e A4 B ez Joi 400 M - it
ACTH, S8 E R R NE. HATHISi2k NNH (4454E, UFC. LNSC 1 LDDST {E NNH & #
H A BB PSS SR, EVEX 4> CS 5 NNH [7]. 4T UFC T m g, B S BR VR A 5k,
T H R PR PR S RO RS 15 B 50 . 28 K44 (Dexamethasone, DEX)-CRH 562 H Bl R 8505 Bt s 14 5
I, HRBUEN 9% FrREN 82%, SWILELLIE 146.7, (HZF| 4Bk CRH 245%%6 S IR Hl T2 M
FrI[10]; DDAVP i3 RGEN 86%- LN 90%, kA DEX-CRH 56 (1 & £ B85 %[10].
Hinojosa Amaya %[ 10] & YO R MLTE B R B AKSFREAT T0F 90, HFBAfTa A7 B8 B2 o3 B /K- e mT
£ DEX-CRH R 56 (143 R A7, HRBUE(91%)5 DEX-CRH REGA 24, H5 7 (81% vs 82%) tAH
I, EUCK DDAVP BRI AN -3 I8 57 5 B /KPS > DEX-CRH 56 1) 28 sh 2 B AR I 57

DOI: 10.12677/acm.2026.1662449 2279 Il PR 2 2 3t


https://doi.org/10.12677/acm.2026.1662449

AR, H

4.3. FHRANBERGAE

4.3.1. FURHARERREEE1E

EREFEAE S BRI IRAAEVF 2 EEMIEIKRIL, Wk ER N, ST RS SRR
e sh, e W 5 S R PR 7 1 AR TR s e W, MELLE X 4 CS FIIER4F
Y%. Dong ¢ N[S41H&H, HILEME . R R BRI PAI 28 40 — A o 115 PR = A I iy P A 4 10 2 TR 2%
GAE. AEFLIRES N HGH B AEGR 7 AR 70 CRH JFTE RO BB -CRH IE J45t, (EgRF 421011 UFC K5
ELE YR NFEARRL, SRR e 1 HA Y URC M AR IR AR IR 5 EIR I 2~3 50, A4 BA 2B AE[S5].
52N LNSC R UEURIA CS S i iz Wy TR, DR R S OR A /118 R Jo e fde e o R 2FL 2 FE T v
{E R R () B A T AR AT S AR B [55] [56]. H BT MTE S — MU URIY LNSC 2 Wi sME, ot R @i S
AEAEYR AR F Y BAE S5 7] 3 — LRt R R H 1 22 e e ik BB SR 0R 5 6.9 nmol/L, EgR ] 7.2
nmol/L, 4EHRMIA 9.1 nmol/L [58]. T M FH I % =ik 80%, ANHER K LDDST A T4E4RHH CS
FI287[59] [60].

43.2. BEEREAE

ZAE CS B Wk = MO et AMANE, mPAEESS . WUAE . INFIThReIuR . R EH i
BRAN BT MEVR T S I AR PRI 56 2 A WAB PR o 2 BRI, i B E RS W IR . — T AL R,
UFC/HUETELIEAE 50 % fa BEAE RSB N TH i [61]. Beah, —TpPAh fa fe 245 N B R R S B A 75 5
PIZAE TR, SHEENM, ZA N R SOV Ty, Fae 5 2 B [62] . HEFAR
S KA LNSC 1E AW B, HASZ B Dgessm HERERIE, (B2 FET R B TR IS REAES I
[63] [64].

5. BERREGREIEMBLISHI 5%

CS R R Winf2 F A Z DUERI . IZ2WNA5e 5B R A, MRS, Rk, 5HilEe
HiRiZ2. ETAEGSWTT R L, EFRTCEMESE AR SR TS A R

Lavoillotte 55651/ [B1 B 53 B s, PRI B9 R o e 20 e s 5 e r ACTH -SRI Rk el A o T
HR R R Ui 25 5 SR BTt s s Bofs fB o o =4 <DEW LR 3 f%(41 1) 3~10 fi5(41 2). >10 f5(41 3), =4
Xf N 5T ACTH 23S HE IR R0 5N 0% 2.7%~6.2%- 67.4%~73.7%. T E S F a6l i 2
WrRkHE 34T, Lavoillotte 1. 2H 1 FI4H 2 354784k MRI, MRI [ FAT CT: 4 3 BE AT
CT, CT WIM:#H AT MRI, LHFEHINETIIRESWARR . 4 2 Aidl 3 B AR LR MEAER, nr47
BIPSS. %432 77150 Tl @AM T4 AT AR, Ds i s e fa it S B i R DR 3R 70 A 4%
BB .

ACTH A4 5 (R0 5 7] e A2 AR — NG M 1 % 58 - ACTH >R T 31-kDa [ i 1473 POMC,
TESAL ACTH ZEAEH, TR 40 it POMC [N TRERS, 5802 H POMC 7K-F 2 2 B [66]-[68] .
Oliver Z5[69|RTHETELLEL T POMC /K15 BIPSS B2 Wi, #H+ 7 POMC [ Ut A 1t . AH AL
H#h, Page-Wilson ZE[70]fHF 78 th 7R T POMC FHist T2 W1 EAS #4571 . SR1M, Raffin-Sanson 4%
[67]F1 Page-Wilson Z£[ 7013\ POMC HIIZWiE A B, 758 5 WIESFE I AL ACTH £ & ERI S B R
i, POMC ZKPIGiERT Y, 5 R — e S S R 8 D0 1) o A AR -5 T R I {1 st A A,
ReH b EE POMC [71], T—Le B4 S LR 2B R SR KR [T POMC KPR . HilRAHGE A
(Agouti-Related Protein, AgRP)TE/NAE T AL ACTH A B B Hh /K22 ke, DL 280 pg/mL /E A
SIWTBER, ARSI A 10 6154672 ACTH i & 4B R 1) 3 41, X2l EAS 5 — &M {E[70]. AgRP
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1 POMC BLA HAEZWibs SR, FLBURE N 82%, RN 100% [70].

e [E REAQ U 2 15 22 S SR PR R R B AEIZ T AR T ), A SR S A R I SR B o S [ At
SF 2R R TR T [ B 0 AT I S L3 2 I B e AT R . S, T I BRI 2R RS AR AR W i
S HIZR B RS, T [N 5 2 R 3 A AE IR T 45 TR 1) 2ok e e ) My 7 O B RV 88 B2 o A U
by FE KA S0 1) 30 e M 2R AR B i SR A A R B LR [72]-[ 74, ARSKRAT SRR K fRiE CS 2 Wi
FE. BARRA Y., Hdl, BARAY. RN Z A EEAR, Rdt— B RER R, Bl hE ik
CEEMEMS R AL 1 2 TR 7 ik . eAh, /N RNA (miRNA). HEUAR S50 B 4 FAr &
YIRIRE BB 7 R, R AUPEFA miRNA A 2X 4> CS SR FEEEAME. %5 CD 5 EAS,
R CD BEAREE RS, WG R EA Db £ . (H H AT bR S 05T
Z RN BT, OB WO ERATI T ORFEAR Z AL FUIGIE,  PE RS I R N FAATS A — e BE S .

6. &g

PE R ER G AL A2 WA 5 A0 55, TEAant erbmitl, i R IR T R A VS 2 45 AR M0 1) 0 Y 3 5% »
SEMKRERINGHBR AT, WEMMLZSHAR, RESLIHHHIRR. 2. Fih.
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