Advances in Clinical Medicine Ifi/REE223t /&, 2026, 16(6), 1881-1887 Hans XM
Published Online June 2026 in Hans. https://www.hanspub.org/journal/acm
https://doi.org/10.12677/acm.2026.1662407

USP217E e it % P BV1E B AL H AL 1 H

ko, A AT

LR SE BT T A B, BRVE PE R
PG R A S — MY R EE e AR, BRPE 7 %

it

Weks H . 20264F5 230 FHEM: 20264F6 H17H; KA HI: 20264F6H25H

R

ZERFREEAB21 (Ubiquitin-Specific Protease 21, USP21)1E A %2 & {L B§ (Deubiquitinases,
DUBs)ZEREHR A, EdREEEANZRLBHPFEEORREEETIR, S5H4RAMW. {54
5. DNABRSEZOAENRE., ITERRIEE, USP2IEZMHMEFRERRE, BdReREEL. W
EARREE S EBSIAHES MR INE ., RREM A 4. KAXRGELRUSP21IEMRE R FH/EM,
Al PREAL SRR -

K §Eia
ERZ RWEE(DUBs), ZRREREEAMRK21, WEHE

Research on the Role of USP21 in Tumor
Progression and Its Underlying Mechanisms

Zhe Zhang!, Hui Liu?*

The Graduate School of Xi’an Medical University, Xi’an Shaanxi
’Department of Hematology, The First Affiliated Hospital of Xi’an Medical University, Xi’an Shaanxi

Received: May 23, 2026; accepted: June 17, 2026; published: June 25, 2026

Abstract

As a key member of the deubiquitinases (DUBs) family, Ubiquitin-Specific Protease 21 (USP21) mod-
ulates the ubiquitination of target proteins to balance their stability and function, participating in
core physiological processes including cellular metabolism, signal transduction, and DNA repair.
Recent studies have confirmed that USP21 is aberrantly overexpressed in various tumors, promot-
ing tumor proliferation, invasion, and drug resistance through mechanisms including stabilization
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of oncoproteins and activation of pro-tumorigenic signaling pathways. This review systematically
summarizes the role of USP21 in tumor progression, providing a theoretical basis for clinical trans-
lation.
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1. 51§
1.1. ;Z2%F - EABGRGSEZZNBNEPMEEN

12 % - HAMEA RS (Ubiquitin-Proteasome System, UPS) & 41 g Py 2% [ 5 M AR A% Lol i, %20 80%
DL S ) A el R, A e A A MR AR S B R L Z R AU R BUGER(ED) 2 R 45 G ER(E2).
2RI (E3) I, #iz 20 T ERR R E R, TR Iz 15, #hm & A iAo
A1), 2972 ZALEF(Deubiquitinating Enzymes, DUBs){E A UPS [Foct i A1, WL BRIEYE
Rz R, W 2 e, MR E AR EE . B A A ThRE. HETC R A DUBs &
FIFRA &) 100 A, HAdyz 255 5% & B (Ubiquitin-Specific Proteases, USPs)F ik & M i K. Ih
el E MR, S54EHERE. F5% 3. DNA SGBE MR R A S Ay SR, T
FERE R A R e Hh R 5 AR 2]

1.2. USP21 IS MF SR ESHEBRN X R

2 2R VEE AR 21 (Ubiquitin-Specific Protease 21, USP21) & T2t &AM & Al X%, 2Lz 5k
g (DUBs)H USP WEKIEM A 22—, AT AN 1 S H ik 1923.3 X3 USP21 8K [ 45 fa AH X ] B,
i 565 DMaEIERRIRIEALE, N i 1~212 A2 5 WA B A £ 76 5 X d(Intrinsically Disordered Region, IDR),
1M C Jitl 35 5e AL S5 A s USP21 I AL TE PO Tt Cys221-His518-Asp534 A1 ff <7 i b =1k
. USP21 5 4% (5 54 5 bR IRE A1E & DNA #fhi8 E %0 f8; that, Y2078 2iEsL, USP21
FEFE LT e b AT REAE A hE i S0 2 B R ), G S VR R I O e R R 1R % 2 3 Pk e ik e
[3].

2. USP21 B L YR FFHERY 53 F AL
2.1. {RAMBAMIEESERF

TERF AR HCC)H, USP21 BULEE &KX EH 5 EE AR 2 M. Li FUFsE USP21 @it B
i O IF Rz =M MEK2 (23050 E SRR RS 2), It K48 EEM 2 Rz = eithi, Mt
MEK?2 £ [ I FF 82805 ERK1/2 15 S, {Est HCC 20 38 G A4 Py 5iedsd e /1[4]. IE4h, USP21 7 HCC
HE Rz ZRE BRCA2, RitAVEEAN FH DNA UGB E, iRy e 40 i b 52 SR A A
SEMEIE, KRB A KS].

TE4E B (CRC), Lin Al Lu S89FSE USP21 Jiid Kz LA ZEB1, 3545 BV 40 i i g -+
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YU, (ERE R AE . ST RS R N IR E (6]

JRRRR T e R USP21 B[R 3 Ly 22%, ik ik 5 MRttt @ J P4 RE % DI ¢ . Hou Z5IE
52 USP21 5 TCF7 (T 4 A ¥ M EAEH, il iz #4fae TCF7 & H, MIMEGE Wt (55188, 4
£ PDAC 41 i b g 12 [ 7]

1EBE(GC)H, USP21 I3 = R0k HA5 i 40 2 IEAH G . Guo SF1ESE USP21 il id B4 65
R BN GATA3, 4EFF GATA3 EEFRENME, #MiEidE GATA3 5 MAPKI &3 145 & 0
HE R RIE, Rt USP21/GATA3/MAPK] 15 542t B A fsg sl 1T/, 228, b - it
(EMT) A iiRd T4 AR, FFAE 4 P 184 s b e A= K A OB E 77(8]

TEAE/NH s (NSCLC)H, USP21 1] BRI T R it A 2% DX Bl g it Jig . Xu &8 K3 USP21 %Kiz
FWIREHE ST YY1 (Yin Yang-1), 111 YY1 X 0] $ 3805 KEEJES S RNA SNHG16, J&& it 3% 4
PESE & miR-4500 1 USP21 ik, JEAL USP21/YY1/SNHG16 {554, (et danputysE. T/ 51228
[9].

12 B YHML R (RCO) R, BB 2392 AL BRI 1 835 TL-8 #4538 4h, USP21 ibv] H 4454 1IL-8 Jash FIX,
B H2AK119 32 R4 B (e H3K4me3 HIBEAL, FRABE = 0E 1L-8 B¢, M4 45 15 240 e
TR AR 10]

TE B 206 (CC), USP21 fERUT LB b B35 =380k, HHFRIA /K B 5 5 750 2488 b if 7
e Li ZFIESE USP21 i@l B A I £ R R 1 FOXML, £RHZRZ £5, R FOXM1 %
ZE AR, WifE FOXM1 & H; #2E i FOXMI #t— 54| YAPL #Z %47, %] Hippo {55
T PR, B 2R E U A R BOT AP A e T, JRAE AR N I R MR AR KRR T . BRI
USP21/FOXM1/Hippo-YAP1 155 3l v /4 B 2000 07 B4 B (E 6 T SRR& (11,

FEGP B, USP21 RHLE E &Rk H 5 BH WS A RAIC, Sun FFIFESE USP21 il id f2 € MEK2 &
H, 4ERF MEK2/ERK 155l B FIBOEIRAS , (L 3k 50 S5 40 M 3 A i Rg A=K B USP21 i ik ny i 5
NS AH X BAY 11-7082 it 2514, 1 USP21 mff il i = MEK2 1 p-ERK 1/2 1A 51 59 40
Mk s K 12].

FEMERE F, USP21 B E mRE H S BE G A R . Wang FFIESE USP21 it HiREE & 9F %
12 # A AURKA (BO06HE A), WD H 2 RZ R EM, NMfE AURKA & AR 4ERr Y, (ki
YA A IT R AR 2868 )15 H AURKA I SRIA A0 USP21 g I 6] e s 240 i 8 2 2R o 4 FH 131

7E =AML (TNBC) Y, Arceci 260197 & 31 USP21 5 FOXM1 E#45 4, 24 FOXMI1 Li£ %
2 RBE(K48 R K11 %4%), R4 FOXMI %328 IR PR AR, Fa€ FOXML & H, MBS FOXMI $E
[K % M 45 (AURKA. CCNBI1. CDKI1. PLK1 ), {iikBe)t 30 i 40 Mo X v . 20 J kA, JF 330
P EAZBEACTT T 2] 14] 6

YETRIE R B 4R SR (DLBCL)H, Ma Z5ESE USP21 it Hde iz ZAUEES AL A5 Cys-221 EA%IM
% EZH2 (zeste FERIE5R T 2 ZHANEIE A4 2 WiL), 4iFF EZH2 FAfet:, Wmieit DLBCL 411y
i, TSR0 IRAET . USP21 FKIA R i 2 2 | SU-DHL-4 41 3858 A8 71, il FRIAE AR USP21
(MM A R RAS AR C221A) RIS 40 a1 58, 47 USP21 Jlid 4E%F EZH2 & /K7 %~ DLBCL K]
IR IT L[ 15].

2.2. TEMBRESHER

TEEE T, USP21 JEid £ EALHIIRs) 4 B iglw Bttt E . Yun €& I USP21 HIZ/EH FHRNR
F Fra-1, PHIEHZ R - EABAKREM, i EAER &8 EABMMPs) R, (EiEMET#E#%16]. &%
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Bt Fidt— P78 USP21-EGFR BifE46 4 1E CRC ()G AE . USP21 @it 232 #1bf2 € EGFR, &K
HAF SRR, A Fra-1 B0& RS IORIR 2217,

1E B PRI AR (ESCCO)H, USP21 it iz %M G3BP1 (Ras-GTP BRI E AL GEE 1S
Wnt/B-catenin {5 F i@ . USP21 /131 G3BP1 AR {2t S-catenin #ZFEAL J NUFHEEE R 5%, Ik e
WA AN AL RS [18]

£ B (GO, Guo Z5iIE S USP21 B4 E GATA3 #f MAPK 1, fix i85t USP21/GATA3/MAPK1
GE e BT 228, b - [ AL(EMT) SR 40 e, FR7E 4 P 184 ik iR A= 1 A Bl i
7118,

TERS s 1, Chen S5ESE USP21 7RGt Hhilid 2572 RAFRE EZH2 (zeste ZE K38 55 T [FVEY) 2),
HEM e EE b - AR AL(EMT), SRS EE s . USP21 5 EZH2 BEEAHEAER, HAEMIEE(C221
L)X BZH2 e 2 B B, $Eom USP21 1] RE A& B s i v 7 va T #E 55 [ 19].

TERTAIIREE S, Gu SHIESE USP21 il 5z #4bAs 0 YBXI1 (Y &456&EA 1), YBX1 #Eis ius
HIF1A (%%t HIF-1a), #0& HIFL {5 5088, (2 nrg im i al #e fie 28, I ai I et g . B3k
U528 B By R RIE SRS USP21 AT S35 40k b8 A= K [ 207

7E = FIPEFLIRHE(TNBC)H, USP21 it K7z RALEIMAHE 1 H2A (uH2A)$%E NOD #5244 (5 58
%, Jt5 NF-xB #3%HT RelA MHEAER, #Em Lif IL-6. IL-8 S48 K130k, (et iy 4 e 384 5
TBARZRRRTI[21].

2.3. BRI

ENRE Y, USP21 2MEE RIS HEBF AR RN, Xu FUESL USP21 BT B4 &
2z A HSPOO (BRI 90), Wk K48 HHMZ Rz =B, MMiFEE HSPIO & A 11
HIF1A i35, 33503800 B B A O B L [ (ENO2, ENO3, ALDOC, ACSS2)ff1%43%, iR i 40 i 1) 75
ARG TE; UhAh, USP21 b m] B 45 & 91 12 R4k ENOIL (a-JG AL 1), HE— 0k 7 S0 B
FPR A A, 4 5 AEL e ) 7 P A AT T 24 P [22]

Y, USP21 3B STAT3/FOXO1 3 B A i3 Firf 8 200 it 4 1 A7 £ 34 B8 2w F2 23]

FENFRIR B, SRRt AR I USP21 wd s i 5 i€ 7 1) 77 2, USP21 ilid 2532 AL if#% MARK3
(R SE AT 3808 3), 123k E A E Bl (macropinocytosis), 7E KRAS*JH 1B J& 4E FF 400 N & LB K, 32
FF KRAS AR R IR s A K [ 241

TEMZ A R E K (CML)H, HAP-1 4 M CRIE T A\ 2808 3 2 (1 1000 10 505 M4 4 Bl 3 B Y A i 3R
B, USP21 Rl S 84N LR itk ThREAR O B A (RS R bR AR BR 1 . EIREE R A4 %3 & FASTKD2
E)RE T, MEIE BRI ATP G, HEminsI g b sE . EE L RAITR# A /1. STAT3 il
il A2 USP21 S0 [ 17 4 AR U O S B LA, TR USP21 k25 235 F4AEE STAT3 Tyr705 o7 s R 1k 7K °F
SRR AL R R IA[25]

24. S5MERESHIFERE

EAE/ N B fififE e, Yang SFIESE USP21 @it 92 AbfsE PD-L1 S H(EZE/EH T K280, K270
K281 %57 f1), 4ERF PD-L1 75 e 4 o 3 i (R I8 /K F, T {2k PD-1/PD-L1 A5 B M8 S e ik ik . 76
[t o, USP21 #7385 PD-L1 @ RIAE VMG, &7 USP21 W] Bes it S va 7 7 fEHE 25 [26]

S sepR i s fE AN IR], USP21 7R IE i il R 48 b R I ThAE TUA 1« Pannu 257 USP21
LRI R bR /N RS BUAE S, USP21 S ARANTEM /N RAFIE . A KR E KAEF R, G F40MHSO)m H K E
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By Z ORIk RN R B G FE R IE R o mBR /N SRR 1T E T B P G 92 N B i 5 BT
ARTRZEES, EWERARIOR4IMEX TLR & TNFR RIS R 278 A %2 B, #2718 USP21 1F
IR ML bk E A0 R ARy e e S v AR T BER, 6T GATA3 Al RIPK I A+ 1E FTE 4R N A7
FETNREAMENLHI[27]

SRTMAEIE ML e B A1 R, USP21 RILHFE AR A= Dh6E . Li %600 USP21 J#id £z # k. FOXP3 &
F4EFF Treg TS R e, BiibI R Thl #f Treg AMF4 1k . Treg 40 A4S MR % USP21 /MR HELE
RNE T AHARIEAG S R ER S5 A AR K, FEBE RN ACAZ T 4 ELAFI 34 N A Thi 29 58 i S 3858, 325 USP21
I YERF FOXP3 & AR tEMAE TS GATA3 SKYERF Treg 4 G sZ P TIRER H & F i 52[28]

3. USP21 EERIAAIESFA AT
3.1. BERILBPE

s PRI OEE R : 5% IH 7 FOXP3 (18 T 40l 2 AR HII B 5) A1 STAT3 (8 LIF/JJAK 155 B0E )5)
AIEEL G USP21 B3l T, (S MHIEM: % F T HNF4a AliEdHEL0H) T SMRT 2|
USP21 a3+, Wi H 5 dEmtS RNA 4% 2 MK EEIESYS RNA (IncRNA, U1 FDG5-AS1. SNHG16)
IR RNA (circRNA, U1 hsa_cire_0039053)R] it “ 4% "1 F K fff microRNA (41 miR-520b. miR-4500-
miR-637), MM USP2ImRNA f#0H], il USP21 #&ik[3].

3.2. FEMIEE

BBt . BRI : ERKI 7E Ser539 {7 s (/) B) B R L 2 LI USP21 55 Nanog (45 &, &
# Nanog FERAIT-4HAE 43K [29]; P38 7 Ser538 17 s () HIBEIR L 21855 USP21 5 STING HIZ5 4, 4]
Ht DNA i #4#2[30]; SUMO 44: SUMO 44 (1) Bend3 & [ 7] LAFa 5E USP21, {H I HARHLHI M ATE 22317,

HAHIHLE]: USP21 19 N 3 J6 7 X (IDR) A8 LUR YA 36 1 77 2B 1 252 AT . X 3 40
il SRR A RR, U PRKC1 AT MARK 1 7y BI85 RR 1k USP21 11 S113 F1 S115 £ s, AT fEBR A
), R BT 32] .

4. g
4.1. USP21 A G ME R RO EIHL I S 45 R4S

JLFEMLE]; USP21 78 230 il “ Lz Zfae i - S iURES 7 nLmNE: gk
M K48 RN 2 T2 AR S K (I FOXM1. Fra-1). B4BF(U MEK2. MARKS3) K #0842 1 4%
K 1-(tn EZH2), #3% ERK/MAPK. Wnt/f-catenin. HIF 1/ R S5MER, WXShIEAE . 1228 5401 B 4 e,
FOXM1 NEEILG IR

RS VEALH LSS AR B USP21 Fa € MARKS3 {2 EIiR; 'A% USP21 454 IL-8 5
T2 5RWBEEE: D USP21-YY1-SNHG16 TERUIE RGFR G, = FIvEsL e Tl 202 24k
H2A 4% NOD #5244 J¢ NF-xB 7 i il .
4.2. USP21 ThEe AR EBER R

i1 e 199 THI 1A 30 9 246 K 22 BesiAaseg S i i b e e, (B RDIRIRFL SR th 4 SNHGS 5 E
FOXO3 Wik H Wk M [33], 1EH & ML R Gt 2RI RETUAR « WELE S5 DD 22« SRR e 1tk () 2L b
BS540 15| RIRADE R W4 E A DR e fE R, M S5k A e AR T AN [F Dy seJE s MR iR
BEACHPRAS X T RE 7 K 1 H 2
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4.3. BER/ER

gi b, TSR SCAROR T - RAIEC S I 4 g (e A D RE VI V40 L 5E oL B A e ey
BRARSHE N “ 7 TITR” .

5. RESRE

LR PR, USP21 AR A2z RACREZ IR B Sl 0%, Il i 2 1 AR E AN 5 3 AR S AR i
I RARGEAE R . AREEZ TR, FAE AR SCAAOR (LR S0 R IR P i B RS A IR, (HAP R
B FL AT R 30 1o A B 2 R A G 0 T R 0 9 L e o ARORAIE 7E 07 TRl AL : (1) ARG I v o e
th USP21 R IEIRY); (2) M#bT USP21 MEAHMLE LRI RIEALE]: (3) TFACRA IR AL TE: /) ik £k
T (4) PRZR USP21 &R A B AN G IR T LB IO DI RE . IR ANZEAR USP21 IR A4 22 D Re ks
DREHE BT S RT3 1 8E AR I SR

SE K
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