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Abstract

Candida albicans is a common opportunistic fungal pathogen that can cause oral, vaginal, mucocu-
taneous, catheter-associated and invasive bloodstream infections. The expansion of immunosup-
pressed populations, widespread use of medical devices and prolonged application of azole anti-
fungals have increased the clinical burden of drug resistance, biofilm-associated infection and re-
current disease. Screening candidate compounds with new scaffolds, new modes of action and anti-
virulence activity has become an important direction in anti-C. albicans drug discovery. Flavonoids
are widely distributed natural products with diverse structures and multiple activities, including
direct growth inhibition, antivirulence activity, antibiofilm effects, oxidative-stress modulation and
antifungal potentiation, making them important resources for screening and structural optimiza-
tion of novel anti-C. albicans lead compounds. This review summarizes representative flavonoids
and related derivatives, including isobavachalcone, baicalein, quercetin, baicalin, phloretin, naringin,
hesperetin, equol, xanthohumol, isoflavans and chalcone derivatives, with emphasis on screening
sources, antifungal activity, effects on virulence factors and biofilms, mechanisms of action, struc-
tural optimization clues and translational prospects. Current evidence indicates that flavonoids can
inhibit planktonic C. albicans growth and interfere with adhesion, yeast-to-hypha transition, extra-
cellular hydrolase and polysaccharide production, biofilm formation and mature biofilm develop-
ment. Their mechanisms involve cell membrane and cell wall damage, disruption of ergosterol ho-
meostasis, excessive reactive oxygen species generation, mitochondrial dysfunction, apoptosis- or
autophagy-like death, cAMP-PKA signalling regulation, ENO1/enolase targeting, glycolysis inhibi-
tion and efflux-pump interference. From the perspective of structural optimization, the chalcone
scaffold, a,B-unsaturated carbonyl group, ortho- or polyphenolic hydroxyl groups, prenyl groups,
heterocyclic or halogen substituents and appropriate hydrophobicity are closely associated with
enhanced activity. Future studies should strengthen standardized screening, activity evaluation, in
vivo efficacy, safety assessment, direct target validation, combination therapy and delivery-system
development to promote the translation of flavonoid antifungal leads.

Keywords

Flavonoids, Candida albicans, Screening, Structural Optimization, Mechanism, Biofilm

Copyright © 2026 by author(s) and Hans Publishers Inc.
This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution International License (CC BY 4.0).
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0

1. 5]

FSERRA N T B s W R AR B AN S IRF o WA O, E78 B ThRe T I Wit
RSB RIS TR A EENTE . G MHEAESFERMEG, THIGERPRESHA L2
BORIRAS . FLIBGLE MR DU BRI« A1 BH BIE & 2R 1 18 (1 25 38 AR SC I U e AR 2 ME S BRI
Wi, LR EIE 40% (1] [2]. AZEKEKBORMEIF AR BURTIBEE, TSR BEE - WALRERK
ey PSR AERE . TEBCEMIRE . W6 G BRI DL RO B AR R SR R A R E DA 5 [3] [4]

PUH BRI KRIIZ R T 0] AR | P PR RE A PR 25 U v IR 25 R 2 s 2

il

DOI: 10.12677/acm.2026.1672644 1285 Il A 2= 27 ik


https://doi.org/10.12677/acm.2026.1672644
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

HEH %

IR MR PR R R KB R 2. BRSNS W TR AR 24 L D S R 2 S R R
ik, A& GEHUR T SRS AEXE IR PR AN S A 1 S BR BB P i i W S I 0 (5] (6] WA HAHrE 28, BifEH
J7 LR IRHE T A S BRI IE L &1, Oy Hw G 25 R B 7 b A B B 55

RIRFINAEPURGR LI R I EEORIR . SEESAL G 2 ATy, R FTREY) . REMmm
VAR, R SRR SRR SO SRR A A REIM A RIS 2. B
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B SRR RERARME 5 SRR AN A B S BRI AR T L o AR BRI S S PEVEA
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Table 1. Overview of antifungal activity and mechanisms of representative flavonoids against Candida albicans

® 1. REMAF SN B RREE M SHHIER
& W15 FEEFEM Et: IR Y SCHR

MIC/MFC %] 4~5 pg/mL;
MIC90 2 pg/mL.
MFC 8 pg/mL; Il B2

FME . WA AR N

JEL/Z0 M EERR 55 . ROS FHEe. %
A EEHE]. ATP TR, ENOL/ [9][10]
PEEEARIDH . AT A WERESE TS

SAME HEE R BHIBC)

WA PR
AR NATEY A4, B5 5 FEMEEH MIC80
Al % 0.125 pg/mL

#1a] CaENO1, I A s
5 e ]

MPVERESEHM VVC T e oshL s, @k

W E + HEE FR#k MIC 4 0.5~256 pg/mL; s g [13]
SR RENRE RS Ik, S n s %
o et B-1,3-7 TENE 5 5% U2 EE G R, SR £ 4]
e 58 B R A S R - FURH ELAT 2 1 5 B S
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e MIC 74.55 pg/mL; RPNUEEE D IHIREL2. PR, EABAEEAR [15]
- AF TN g, A4 HWP1. ALS3 %%
e 5 oF 1 e R RV 5 o ROS i Ca? R &4l
e R /4 B B BAEMBER, BERHIRH NADPH 444 Bl AH G 18 6 [16]117]
ToREFET: SAP2 44
e 75 MIC 0.25 mg/mL; KRG PO LR, R (18]
- BRI B EL A S Rasl-cAMP-PKA {55
. . TMMC MIC 0.39 mg/mL; T2 £ S B
TMMC. pinocembrin. 8PP 8PP A iV 45 eI i 24 ALS3 #ik. Cdr 415 ATPase [191120]

MR - K 8 SRR A T 245 A 1 5 FBEAEF 22 A 5 BEAR SCHLA] 21 [22]
AR JH0 ) S AR SRHESR AN T T R SR

TE: MIC. MFC SHU{H 2 Wbk, Bordk. RlbrE 2 ol seiom, Kb B 51 SOk AR PSS R

2.1. EREAKLEW

IR B A AT A SR B O U ROE IR SR ER W 2R 2 — o HIT RS M o B- AN BRI FRIEFR (I T 4%
KL smasm, WA RLER G SEEH . WG R R EE L AR T E G 2 R B
(isobavachalcone, IBC) KI5 T M T S AE Y, A& H BT uEdE 8 5 A 10 R I8 7 M 25 25 /R B« Yang &[99
IBC % & ERE SC5314. ATCC10231 K ZHRIGIR 7 Bk RA BE PR ETENE, MIC F1 MFC £°4 4~5
ug/mL; [A] AT H0] RPMI-1640. Spider 1 GIcNAc T2 IR LK, KA SERE N RIE LER
AT AS549 4HR B, ok A= P0pl BT 1 B dh 22 08 2 M gk AR G = 2E o PT 4y, JE R A7 45l . DCFH-
DA Ll N- LB R IR PR Rt rR, ARG F1 ROS &4 MZ Y IBC M H MK PiH AR
F[9] [23].

Qian ZE[10]#F—PUESL, IBC X F&ERE SC5314 A PLEEMPTAEMEAEH, 32 png/mL 7] 7-HL
FA Y A A I . B2 AE RO, IBC AbFE BSR4 i BE £ R A < 3L ) WSCI. FKSI1, #
£ 8B A A S K] ERG3 ERG11, T ALK HSPOO. AIF1 J% H WA G HE K] ATGS. ATG13. ATG17
&, VLHHIHAE A R IR TR, B9 A RE/BRAa s . TR EWERESET. . Wu S5[24] IBE 2 A FE SR
i, IBC R (BRI BT P ROBE e Al A, S A QU [ W 6 2 TBC P EC B 1 FH ) S B2 LA
Luiz Correa 5[ 28 7E 4K Y #MERL 133 IBC [ MIC90 4 2 pg/mL. MFC A 8 ug/mL, F 1l -S40 fig 2
Wtk RRifAThAEZEL. ATP & RS2 FHA DNA H Bk

B IBC 4b, MR RN A B/REAEEE, HE/RIEPESEREE /7. Liv (1510 55 [ Sk
SC5314 () MIC 4 74.55 pg/mL, fE 0.5x. 1xf1 2x MIC A 0L i i FELITIE B - T 425646,
FH T HWPL. ALS3 45 B 22 FIZE A SGIE R, [R]INE PR &1 2 RN i g B e PR o 76 /D BRI s s BR TR
BRI, R B 2R AR AR AR . AORERE A L e, R — BT AL

N LA REAfT A — S e 7 @A T m o WEIR — 2 /R B 284k 540 -5 0B M BB FH T 448 5 5 Tif 24
BRI, AL R e IR . 22 8BS B30, B FH 6G AN Al 245 4H 5C 8
FRVHAT[21]0 A2PR AR EAANA BR AT /R BRAE 1 B 08 A s A 2R B b R B B F S5 OB RS AE , 70 42
T 520 S 45 HLTT R 5 AR G B R 5 S R 145 &[22 [25]. Bl & BULHA, AR B BEZ AT 1 AH Bk
PR LG BT I B A
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2.2. REMERRERLEY

TR Z NI TR N ARV . Li 25011 K B, M5 RN 0 B &2k E ENOL Zwis i)
IGEEALEE, R REPU R E . SRR F A0 EAE A o, 3% 3R 1E CaENOL k1)
TN E LA XA T D261 £ W274 2 18], M D263, S269 I K273 fE4E & B CEIEH. T
$269 1 K273 5 A& ENO1 Xt A \S /A ZE 57, 245 BRI E RE A G LA — @ Bk, T
R A A — P Bk, A4 F BS 765 HUEMECH IS MIC80 AT B4 %2 0.125 pg/mL, FH{H%
FREME MICSO 2.3 T %, RS 28 8 R AR KSR m12].

Wit R JE T AR A Y, BAA 2R R s S JFE T8 1. MR R 5% R M7
R, TN ERERE S R 50 ARSI E R B IR 2 B AR B MIC Yy 0.5~256 pg/mL. %%
A SIS RBEMEER A AT R OC . S U R B R RS A b BE v b SRR dipRiEiK
PEL BB AR IR 2K, T AR YR IR AR DGR DR Rk, 7] AT S Do 248 A R 5 1 4 A Al
R[13]0 X HE~ B I AN 35 B B 25 AL AP E S BB . 8 /M1 38 A2 s 2 &0 X3 5P A &5k E
1ER

23. B, —SREEFREXEEY

BRI ES RK P, Bl n ek BRI B-1,3-0 SR 5 i 3 0 B R A M S B, BN B
W 2R BR BRR WA, AT Reilid $2 m e £ AR 2 5 HUR G AR 14] . MG IR R I HTE &
ERPTE /7o Kim I Lee [26]1E, Al 8 1T 755 SR 41 M AU 38 P A B B AR R, 51K Ca?'fa
S LRARTRE S AP T FEIET . Carevic [16]3E— B KB, 8 M2 &% T ROS EZRJET NADPH
FALBEA IR S, FEARINMAIL KA ROS B, M 2WHUEMT metacaspase, 1 BER R M 22 28 R 71
B BEAEIAAN DNA 3.

Reddy %[ 17#E R TEHERR I - FERIE IR G BV PUB AL, B BBk SR G 1 IR AR
PBIEAHHFNERAER, IR 5 A&k E SAP2 FIAS L EEER R GHB B R REs & . M E e T 57 kiR
U= . Wang S[181kIE, MM & BRE MIC A 0.25 mg/mL, AJ#IH| ASSREAEK. HLES
RAEREIPOETE s e F 4L RT-qPCR 45 3487 Hm] BE i 2 Ras1-cAMP-PKA {5 5 il B A /R I -
FE SN /N R RSV S BRI AL, ME T 220 B 45 25 T BRARAH A EL w tA A, BB — @ iR
PLASEREWE ).

FAth B W ARIFAG S P TE P R IR A T AN RS . 5,6,8- =R Jk-7,4"- — AR B B (TMMC) R 5 T
Dodonaea viscosa var. angustifolia, X FHZERE ATCC90028 [ MIC A1 MFC 43714 0.39 mg/mL 1 1.56
mg/mL; TMMC R4 A=W 05 IR 45407 B I, MIC /KPR AT A 22 S B & W35 PR AIK, IR
AEFEE T, B e 32 B [ 68 A5 R 1 22 48 OCIE #£[19] . Boesenbergia rotunda $2HU4) H pinostrobin
N pinocembrin F] P S ER B AV BIEIL L, o pinocembrin X 22 IR FE 25 140 B 38 T B /K 1 1) 52 i 56
BIR, JER K ALS3 RIL[27].

24. REEBHREREAHI

T SAL S WA KA PEAT AL DRI AN AR B R R, 336 24 AR U AN B 1) DA e O 3R T LR
PRI 0 (V0 EE BT [ o Al B R A R ARG KR P B2 RonS BRI PR 20 B AR I LRI 7, $os SR IE T A
DNEPERSY, WIS SR RASE R I REL[28] . B IET 5 B 2 M (L AR (A3 1 3 S BR B AL 0
HRAB Y R AT UM T 2240 B AR RO NGRS, BB SR 2R S oA R AR BT 7 RE A Bl TR
i PRAA A 2 T 4P T Tt 54 [29]
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524 T I AFE R IR =) Z VSR AR =W 5 51 B 250 2 (R R Wb R] o 0 22 Il w3 5 H R S B e
glabridin Xf & Bk & R B EER[30]; Ervthrina senegalensis 1 Carex meyeriana Y2 U 7B 12
INEEIR L 2 WA AR IR AR PR AT e I A R i R SR R BR B AR R AR I IR 3 1], AN, A
W R — D A AU sy« AR DT AR Edilbr e, 5 WA 5 5 AL ik = .

3. FER U SN BZHREFRHEFAEME RN FER

FER G G AE Al AR R I N SR h, T R E R . TSR, BURIR . LS M ik
AAEYIPREIE R E TR R g . I, fEERPUREETEZ S, P sl SY% B &k m = 1R 1
AEV S RE NI, A BT W U GME, I D9 A SR ALHIBE SR gt o et A 1

3.1. HNEIFEEA0TE 4 F E A

ROPR 2 SRR T LR 7 B FE AL IR AR 1T, 0 K Als FORFE P 2. HWPL. 42 i gk eI 1
T HAE BAE PSR 3R [32]. IBC AR 3 PR S BR B0 2K O MR T D AS49 SRR H[9]s BE% 3 -
Wik e RALE P BRI M R I B /K PE . ZRBERISREERE J1[13]: MREZZ W I HWP1. ALS3 &5 i AT 22 4H
KHEERH[15]; pinocembrin A] Pk ALS3 FRIAH 524N MR HIBR/KPE[27]. X Legh RT, 2] 7RIk e
ST 55 B T A e

BT SI RIS G, OEIRE A — B BRI B, RIS F AT Re R A E R L 1. KT
P Xt S8 PR AR R ISR T IR e 1T 5, S RELIT 3 Bt vy ya D J5 2 1 2242 B A I T i, A2 B
FAEDELTE T RN 5.

3.2. INBIEREY - LA

BERE - B2 402 AR BRE IR OB IRIEZ — o WL AUR I 50 B AR I — S5 MR, 185
candidalysin /™5 [ R B45 B UIAHE[3] [33]. IBC 7E RPMI-1640. Spider il GleNAc 155 5 21 N #57]
POHI B 2T R[9]s MR 2 T BELIWTE B - B8 2235 4 % 1 HWP1. ALS3 [15]; M@y nl #0ii i 4 FE & R A&
FFATBERZ M Ras1-cAMP-PKA JB#%[18]; TMMC Al pinocembrin 75 ] J& /b 4= 5 B R L2 AR I B TE K[ 27]

TR 22 404 F A RS PR 78 S LI BIE 78 2 R (0 B M . — 7 T, B 22 T UKt cAMP-PKAMAPK
BV PR L BE RRBE A A & NS48 s 53— 5T, B 22 AF DR R R 30 R A A A1 AR 0 b P T B R 70 FRARG,
HAr A E EALRG. Rk, BHELERMIHE, H BT R I A B I E.

3.3. HNBIRRSM K BB RN RSN S HEFEE

FER A W] 2w R BEIREGSE M A K AR, S5 A5 RN RIZ 228 e . Yang 45[9]#RkiE, 1BC
A B M ol R T = A s AR 28 R B BRI V(210 X e85 TR, SR 284k G T i il
55 H A1 7K AR A G 55 7 FRAIR A 2R3 4578 0

PRLAN 22 B I 0 B T AR D P IR P T A R 4, T BRI 2B 0 i AR E M. IBC WIRE
RHIA ZHEIKSE[9]s Ath B A0 22 ot 25 2R J A3 A4 4 DU 7 4 ] B0 6 T e A 25 v AL L o R g i 5 4
TIOEL[17] [22]0 HH T BCARE I h AL i 55 0 Bk, RRBighi& 2 e &E. CLSM. SEM FIf
YR PRSI, FR VT 2 P A ) A o ) 5

3.4. B PIHBE T AR AR IR & R

MR S ERE AR PR OGP I BRI R 22 L R RE . T
FRIEHE . AR IREMANE A, BATRSHRESR . AUNEIESZIR . AR TR N B 32
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IR AR B[34]-[36]0 IBC X A= AN P e, (FUG] A A A 5 B i VR BE[9] [ 101 Al B2 5%
DTEHEERT - SRR AW R on G BRIE I[17]s SR A5 R AKRIRI G B A /R R 7 Rl A5
b R — @M [22] [28] [29]

FRCEE IR T B AT T o AR ZGITERRAS . BN U I 2% 1 T 7 2T Re AR AE B35 72
F[34] [35][37]. ARWFFCNEZ RAIGRM SRR, X, 8. FidEdk. IBAEWEE. Wshsiy
16 T e AL B 2R AL, DU m i A S I R A TN B . NILEE DI R AR, i 8
TG AP — E BRSEAR I E I, UL RE R IE SRR 1. B2 =4 /N FHipl A
PUB 22 T TR, 1) 85 770 AR v PR R 24 XU T HI 95 S 2R R B0 PE[32] [38]-[40].

4. FBREXN SR ESTREERLE]
4.1. fHRERR . CARREE R F A EERRRTS IR

L R 24 L RS R 200 B 2 e B A 24 e B R R A P AL . IBC TMMIC Wbk — 7 SR BRAIT A= ) F
A B R A S5 85 AT HE 0 1 S BR B PRI P B SC R B LT[ 18] [21] [22] [24]. TMMC AJ i 25 PRARZE 4 2
AR, U B 2 S T e e A ) S I R T S B U AR AR [19]. Qian SE[10]K 3 IBC 520A
ERG3 #l ERG11 #ik; Xie 55[41]J8RE IBC nIHIHIZ M S BEAEMD & . B T32 A S I Ak vl 4t
L 45 K RN Th BE HIAZ o B 43 5 AL B TR SR B AL A 075 SRR | B il FO A R AE T B R [41]

HAREETT T, IBC ] 520 WSC1. FKS1 G540 fBE A sl 58 B AH OCTE R [10] . B2 HR I B-1,3-401 5%
W 5% 5% T IG5 R A PR S B[ 11, B SRR R0 v i ok i AR 4 i B AN 2 H 22 2R A BRCIRAS B 3
M RZE . ASREMEE LGS EREE ), MSENEEN, ME5aukikiE; Fik, 41
F 7 2 AN G 2 RO 53 T e RO BRSSP LA F (0 B b 7ML [42]-[44]

4.2.ROS, ZRAFThEERERS AT/ BT

AL R SR 2K T A S BRI U T A s . IBC. MR A8 R RIE T 5 S ROS A
J%[9] [26] [45]. & ROS WM flBii. EAMKER, 5UEBEBIS SN SRR EAL N %, DNA
ZUR R AR AT . IBC MHUHEEAE F AT 3P 8 AR N- S R 2R 0 i 5%, 1B ROS AN Al p
ML, WP EREEENEES 5K K9] [23].

ANFIFE B T ROS FISKIEA N FE A SE A AR [26]. ARz 38 B2 S A b A A DG TR A s
15 R MW AROE 18 NADPH LB E ROS 5 S LR AR IEM R ML VR T REFET 2 [45]; IBC nl5 S48k
IR AT B AL . ATP T FEA DNA %4, [FIN Qian £5[26] & FILH: I 75 S TR [ Wk ¢ 3L A e 38 [41].
RIRF=W 7 d I ROS FHE Fl cAMP T BRI A ER B 16, 40 retigeric acid B [46]. K, H
FATREAE “ROS B - BR/ZRRIPRIR S - RE R FEME - FEPMESE T Bhek IR 45 3T i .

4.3.ENO1, EERE, ATP HIBS/INERTI

AE A UL P T R SR B SEYT BRI BB f o 3025 Z IR ] ) FL4% 4L CaENO1 410
HIPERERE, HAE ENO1 SR RAR AR LA BEETE, 28 ENOL AURAMEE, 2 iR E
YIIT R AP AERE R 1] IBC W AUARIE AT AR I AL B PR A BEAR [24], JFAEHABBT T 51 ATP 5K
SRE[41]. BT B SMIERIZIT . AUNRE S BOM SISO S U ATP LR, I A o) w3t — 2
TBOR AU 7 R A TiR 24 ROME (47 o

HMHEZR DI RE 1T ST 2538 DI 8PP 5 S REMEIEE T vl 1] Cdr #H5% ATPase & 1£[20], $27- 8
BSR4 &Rl fe A A NIER DIRE T 2 S 2530 4 . X — RS MMk - AR EHSRAT A RS
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FHUT 6G AhHERISE RAHRERI[21] [48]. PAt,  “ACH - ShHER - Tf25 7 MR R S OA TR
Pk 5 LY (1 5 B AL F) B il o

4.4. (FSEBEMEEIAZET

P 7 B B A 22 T RO AE Wk I % J2 5% Ras1-cAMP-PKA 2645 5 W28 151 [3] [49]. MfE T Myt #4540
AT qQPCR 2 AT N AT RESE A ZEIE B, AT 00 1) B 22 T35 R A A AR DR ST A [ 18] IBC AR Hp, AMJEPE
db-cAMP H] 431 52 HoF B 2 A A E A, TR 7R cAMP MIOE 5 S 5 it Jipi[9]. Ak,
A BT EER A=Y E P PR A cAMP HH1 B SR R 22K Ak . IX SRR BB, B S G R
SR P A YR T = Bl A K 1 55 SRR T (50

G RN T, BRI -1 SR 5 i 40 0 5 W 200 S 25 [ 14, 5 200 B ) 2 45 ) AR 2 B i e
FURH ELRPIRI[43] [44] [51]0 PRI, 3053 2 R Ak AP0 m] R e B B0 30 1 A0 [B] 4238 i g 3 TR R 0CEE R
FSR A5 ELEAN M L P R 4T B RN L R A AR, BB SRR 2R A AN TE - ER AR AR

5. MBERREA KSR B SHREEHX R

DA W B MR T e B e B R, (BE SRS T, 55—, A/REH & A AR 42
BAER I RMME. BREFFBEE o f- A RAERIE T3 S 5 RG0Sk B O B B (1 AH ELAE
REJ1, IBC AR 3R 2P i /R B bk — 25 ZR Wl 477 A= A D3 1 SR ak — ST [9] [10] [15] [21] [22] [24]
[25] [48]. BB, SIRJ@BEAE BB K M T s SE A ). IBC A1 8PP 37 e Mgk, 43 0l R B HH s 43
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Table 2. Key clues of structure-activity relationships for antifungal flavonoids against Candida albicans
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Table 3. Comparative analysis of representative compounds
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