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Abstract

Carpal tunnel syndrome (CTS) is the most common peripheral entrapment neuropathy in clinical
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practice. Conventional diagnostic approaches rely on clinical symptoms and nerve conduction stud-
ies, which are invasive, have a high false-negative rate, and fail to evaluate the biomechanical prop-
erties of nerves. Shear wave elastography (SWE), as a non-invasive and objective quantitative tech-
nique for assessing median nerve stiffness, provides a novel imaging modality for early diagnosis,
severity grading, and therapeutic monitoring of CTS. This article systematically reviews the research
progress of SWE in CTS applications. Current evidence demonstrates that SWE has favorable diag-
nostic efficacy; median nerve stiffness is positively correlated with electrophysiological severity,
and SWE exhibits a unique advantage in early diagnosis. The combination of multiple parameters
can further improve diagnostic accuracy. However, this technique remains limited by operator de-
pendence, subject-related variability, and inter-equipment variability. Establishing standardized
scanning protocols is a critical prerequisite for the clinical translation of SWE. Future advances in
viscoelastic imaging, three-dimensional SWE, and artificial intelligence-assisted analysis are ex-
pected to expand its clinical application.
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1. 51§

Jhi % 47 & fiE(Carpal tunnel syndrome, CTS) & 1E " 22 1E b N 52 T B0 i) A 48 R R I, /2
I R B Ay v AR LA 28 R R AR [ 1] SR B ARLR I F B R RS, Bl 1 8 e ] Hh BHIZ 3 1)
REVRIR, HIEHE S ﬁiﬁﬁm%%moﬁrfé%mIWﬁﬁ,ﬁﬁ&ﬁ%M%i%%%%ﬂmﬂx
NBERIRFE S, CRONA TR A S TR ) B3] [4]. B MRS AU 5] R &
Bl KB S AT LAk, R A TR B R 5]

HHT, CTS BiZWr 3 BARGEIR SRR, (HiZ)7 NEMEER[6]. #hEfE FEE NLHRE 2 2 E
@M@,@@ﬁﬁﬁﬁM%w,i%ﬁmﬁﬁﬁmﬁ,E%&ﬁﬁﬁ%%i%ﬁ%hﬁmec%ﬂ%ﬁ
7 R I ) E A A R AR T FR(CS A4 B2 B[ 7] [8].  Cetiner Seker £5(2026)iFE5%, LA CSA 0.0905 cm?
NEWHER, AUC IA 0.948, BUBE 90.3%. FESFE 90.1% [6]. BY I SME UK (SWEMWE N — e &
FEHAR, LA ENRALERE9], IER AR S SWE N T CTS &4t TARHE[10]. AT
SWE 7E CTS ¥ 3 kg i 474508

2. BEELGRESIERYRIRE IR 5584 Al IR oAl

IR AR AR T, B BRI S A AL SR, R TR O AT AL SRR R, =
BOh A REREIE = . SWE W E BRI ST RE[9], A RO EIRAEY 50028, O CTS FIZ irde fit
AR EIRAE

3. BIYIE MR RS WE)BIRARRIE

SWE & i #8515 Sk &k B 75 48 B 1 k3 (Acoustic Radiation Force Impulse, ARFT), 1E2H 2R P9 iR i ) 4%
TEAIBY VIR, A 1 10 il 2 ZROREE R 18 Iy AR (9]« BY )Y A% #5382 (Shear Wave Velocity, SWV, HAL m/s)
ALE S S R &, s KR A O H R H(E, AL kPa), LASSEIN R ZH 235
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B &M e = EAE[10] .

& G5 N AR S VE S T B T 4t s, A EE AR B R oA B, R 45 SR 5 2 R
TIEE. fJE RIRESE N NHEETI. 52, SWE RSERA ARSI, EEANTINE, BEK
1% T BRAE B HHE 9] ZHRAR T R BU VIR S . M IR B 2540 e 2248, MEBEE SR E BT,
JLHGE S AT IE P AP R BUIR S N 1 g 23 A0 A6 ) 5511 R 12 W o
4. SWE £ CTS FiilEEKN A 52 {E
4.1. SWE ¥t CTS Byis i ge

EER, KEMFWUET SWE £E CTS Wi FIIGRNE . 37 1 JE T AR 7T 12 Wi R Re BdE

Table 1. Summary of key parameters from different studies on SWE in the diagnosis of CTS
% 1. NEIFASE SWE 12T CTS MIXBESHILE

FEA B

Uy Sobr Rk Jrdit d
1E# (T4 CTSAHAGE)  fhf SRR KA AUC UK E RES R
Kamaﬁ‘l ](2014) 60/36 SSI IE M2 KRR 40.4 kPa 0.956 93.30% 88.90%
Fevke
.t ?S?zo) 100/44 SSI IEFFfZA I E: 60.75 kPa 0.954 83% 95.50%
Zou Q (2025) a1 - SWE: 81.1 kPa (X} & vs £ /&) 0.934 86.50% 81.50%
[13] CSA: 8.7 mm? (%] & vs %) 0.884 93.10%  74.60%
Moran (2019) . CSAu: 14 mm? BAfabn: . .
[14] 105/11 Aplio EuFo: 57 kPa 081 52.60% 100.00%
Hirdesai AN 18 Jpi(H & i GE IE#ETE 71 (kPa). - B -
(2026) [15] J& Xt BR) 1E R 258 (m/s)
22 (B T .
Eqﬂ*qa’lﬁ‘fs o SWV): 0.813 7130%  73.80%
1 o
%5@)’(?)1?6(]2019) 80 /84 i Siemens .
y P2 .
Ew*’ls(%?;ﬁz SWV): 0.866 77.50%  85.70%
CSA: 0.871 cm? 0.823 90.24% 69.23%
Eun Joo Park - - . 0 0
(2020) [17] 82 /13 i GE MM 26.755 kPa 0.772 76.83% 76.92%
SWV: 2.980 m/s 0.779 76.83% 76.92%
EF#Z SWV: 2.80 m/ 0 0
Shin 2(2022) - i s 0.733 79.3% 38%
I 92 fi5i/50 i GE KAFRAILSWV: 2.63 m/s 0.758 68.5% 80%
[18] IEF £ CSA: 0.87 cm? 0.850 83.7% 78%
Wi N O CSA > 8.2 mm? CSA:0.999 CSA:96.2 CSA: 100
5% N\ Emean > 102.9 kPa Emean: 0.993 Er9n66 z;)n: Emean: 98
Han Wu (2022) 54/50/ A J5 i o I
[19] 719 i SSI G ONRIETE- pra CSA CSA CSA
CSA tbfH >1.68 LbfH: 0.999 Lb{E: 86.8 LLfH: 100
Emean Emean Emean
Emean tK{E > 3.72 Wit 96 Leffi: 96 i 96
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1. HFUS Bx&ZH(EE + CSA
102 1 ) , y o 0.81 90.20% 58.00%
FEA4(2025) w2+ SWEBCE (M IREEE + : e Poh:
CTS/100 % 3% e NV 0.861 75.49% 85.00%
[20] i PIBRILE + BIPIRGERE + g6 7451%  94.00%
BY )Y B LA
3. HFUS + SWE &
CSA1 BZJ"_E 0.14} cm? 0.917 94%, 75%
Yu B (2026) SMI + SWE BXAHA: - 0.944 83% 90%
1] 47 /94 i Aplio FPERTE(E): 94.55 kPa 0.887 91% 75%
BIYIHEE(SWV): 5.64 m/s 0.886 87% 79%
SMIPR: 2.05 0.893 79% 92%
L Paluch BB 79 kPa 0.988 96.60% 100%
Q018)[22]  STWU34ME  Aplio o/ R REEE AR 12 1.483 0.991 97.70% 100%
/B T B LA 2 1.508 0.983 97.70% 100%

#E: SSI(SuperSonic Imagine, ¥ HEl); Aplio RFEEARZ, 2016 FH AR, ACH—PL “Aplio” F5iE; SWV
5k RIESF#E RN E=3pc?, HH p=1000 kg/m?, EUIHRE A E =32,

L5 S DU T AT LA I DA JUAN R

¥—, SWE il HMX 7 CTS HB#E SEHEAR. SO+ SWE HEHEFR 1 AUC ZHid 0.85, &
TR RN S B A T 75%~95% 2 0] o B —FE bR, B IR & 2 W AR B R, W Kantarci 55£(2014)
IBEST AUC 1A% 0.956 [11]. SR, AR E FAMTE 22 7 2.3 (40.4 kPa %2 102.9 kPa A55), FFiff—
oM IR

B, 2SN TR ek, HEAK(2025)fiE HFUS 5 SWE B4 () AUC N 0.916, &
Eim T H—1E5[20]. Han Wu 55(2022)#F —PIESE, W% A1 Emean H{E(>3.72)BkG& CSA HUE TR
96% I B E S5HFFE[19]. BEAF, Yu B 2£(2026)F & 1] SMI + SWE BX &1 AUC 1X 0.944 [21]. FRE
1 TR FEAE, Kim 25(2025)1E5E CSA 5 SWE EX& 1 AUC i 0.91 [23].

B, WL E A ) AR IR FR AR AR S AR THE W — B R B 77 1A] . Paluch Z5(2018) 014 itk
SN 5 50T 3 RS AORE R LU AR, AUC =135 0.991 [22]. Yu B 25(2026)iiF 52, ZARR AR IE G ) CSA
Z-score T HF LI 75%FE 2 83% [21],

4.2. SWE ¥ CTS mEZE 57 RKiT~

Z T TR B, IE A 2R 5 e A 3 7 R R TR O, U P e 2 o 2 s 3 1 . 7 (2020)
SR, . HEFF CTS MsitERiE 2514 60.19. 72.35. 88.31 kPa [12]; Martikkala 25(2024)ilF SZ IE %
B, PR, EEEWNEEHN SWV BHTHEGR.73. 4.57. 4.94. 5.11 m/s), 5 e AR R E A%
(r = 0.582) [24]. Zou Z5(2025) K L <17 i i 45°FF SWE B RARER T CSA [13]; Wolny %5(2024)[H
IR S BY DA B8 I i O 4 JeE Aol £ FEE S8 I w25 ]

{EAFTERIAARL, SWE FEEHS Wb AT AL . ST (1 O L TR A(CSA), X478
SWE i F A= 3w BUEE 75 [ 14 (1 L 1) CTS S5 B BB s i2 i 18

4.3. SWE R rfr s ey R A

SWE 1] % 0 [ Y6 7 B I 1E AR AR 2005 B R sh 25 A8 Ak, LA R A o - TR S 24008 . Wu 25(2022)
£ CTR ARJG KB KRR E FF%[26]; Yoshii Z5(2017)7RIESEA J& VK 2 5T B A BRI L &2
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M [27]. SR, Hirdesai %5(2026)% 57 i 2 B By R Sy T OB 7T o, REVESTE SWE IME A 23548
1, HSRERSGE R TT RIOE 3 KB 15]. TEIRYT HRIEJTTH, El-Maghraby %5(2024)%2 H ¥ CSA > 14
mm? 8¢, SWE > 57 kPa {E N FAR TS HHBA28], NIGRA FARIBAEIRME T /IS %,
5.SWE MENEMER. RETH S LHaTHkiE
5.1. AEIMRDEEAR SWE UENERIR

BLRNTASFIRE T ) SWE 12 Wi E 22 5 1ok IR, B e 5 IR — AN SRR RT3 7RI A,
ANTFIIT FEHRIE () 1E PR A2 SWE MIME 75— 80?26 2 I8 TR AR I #4 SWE W 7T k8t 5
KR A 25 R

Table 2. Summary of median nerve SWE baseline values in healthy populations across different studies

2. TRIMTHERARBEDHE SWE R (EXTEE

TE# (F4) FEAR B&HM izt bR 1A FLE
Bitui Zhu (2018) 0 - SWY (ms) GIREE= S B8 Vmean 3.52 £ 0.50
[29] [TGEONESES AT 532+ 1.08
K =Nl AN C 430
Tang X (2021) 105 A SSI SWV (m/s) & 2 mean
[30] T e B AT Cmean 3.37
=P JiE & N 1 RSWV(m/s) 3.90 (0.72)
B (2023) [31] 110 4 SSI SWV (m/s) R A A I A 3.50 (0.80)
Jif b5 cm J5tE 3.60 (0.70)
5 Ji 3 94.60 + 13.54
# 5 s HIEF 68.33 + 14.84
Xu 4[32] 8 A ss1 PR " "
(kPa) Ji$ 3 JRFE 97.11 + 22.40
B B 62.62 +£22.66
i A i N 32.26 + 18.60
Bortolotto %5 . IR o et ]
(2017) [33] 36 A Aplio (kPa) BiEAH i N1 22.20 + 9.84;
A8 B A 7.62 +7.38
A AE(MNT)  MN1 30.24 (28.46~33.65)/1.83 (1.48~2.13)
FEIR/BLAT (2025 _— W (kPa) ..
) [34] 98 # 15 5 HifE(Pasy O HEE(MN2)  MN2 21.58 (19.99~24.26)/1.58 (1.16~1.86)
Jif F Sem(MN3)  MN3 21.59 (19.65~23.45)/1.36 (1.13~1.69)
R RL(79.50)
BREWS019) o A SSI i SRR 13 B B SR {3.(44.72)
[35] (kPa) YT (44.72)
MY THI(9.36)
I 1/3 B Joi B I BL(41.3 £ 10.3)
@#eo1sy36] o sst P (Egig 1 1/3 Bt 1 EH(35.4 + 5.8)
i 1/3 B TEBL(38.1 £4.3)
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. K 55.2 (35.7~76.2)
W23 (37] 208 ssi PARHE B K B
(kPa) FH4h 14.0 (12.1~16.0)
By 3l b2 Emean 29.35 + 6.67
Zhang (2023) [38] 58 Jhi SSI SWEmM)j%%ﬁgﬂ?§ﬁﬂ
LAy S B 21.54+3.62
Arora M, Singh A GE Logic SR L 124 72 3.606 = 0.133 m/s
(2024) [39] 100 A" pg SWV (m/s)  HI B o U A 3.632 m/s £ 0.173 m/s
2 I AR i 3 i i 3.80 + 0.45
FRIEQ2D g ss swv i) B )
[41] gt B 325 i 7K P 1t 4.63 +0.47
TR 1.

5.2. ®la SWE MEEZERNFEEARIH

2 Wi TOREAF R R ASFEIE ARG A FYIE T R A FAA 2T A R IE
2 SWE A MEHHHEmT I, St TE fMEaAAE—EZR, BTZE 2.

521. BEFEER

ANTR] b B 6 Tt 5 (0 g BN IE AR 42 SWE MIE A F R R . Xu Z5(2024) 1 H SSI 78 il
51#7 94.60 kPa B\ & T Bortolotto 25(2017)f# F Aplio %75 /5% P43 1) 32.26 kPa 2 Huang %5(2025)
{4 Fl Mindray %4576 BB AL M50 30.24 kPa, Ri&ZINJEPIE I 3 £5[32]-[34].

IR ZE R AT RES & S A AR B UMUK 5B B RE BRI 26 22 R 9% . SuperSonic Imagine
Aixplorer Z 515 F R BTV i 3R : GE LOGIQ E9 R AFET ARFI(FHEST /7 bk k)bl = A= 51
VI 135 Resona £ 51>k Sound Touch Elastography(STE)$ AR ; Canon Aplio £ 51784 BT U3k s bk %,
14 3hEE; Siemens ACUSON Sequoia Z#4i K Virtual Touch™ Elastography FiAR. AR EEE AR L -
1 2 5 ] g S 3R — LSRN [ ¥ 4% A5 AN [R) AR B 6 0B o I 7E — s R AR 1 185 P 4 45 M
BRAFRIGR . AR R RAE, IR [ i B (R U 22 e R I VR % 1 I DD T B S AR s 2%
PR, H AT R = PR A ) 2 A T B LA [ i R A £ M 22 S T 9

AT SRS, B2 A SRR g 4(SSD), R AFFIEHR 44 SWE MMEFIEZER: Zhu %5
(2018)#R 1) SWV 4 5.32 m/s (Z14 84.9 kPa), Tang %5(2021)4 4.30 m/s (414 55.5 kPa), 84 5H(2023)
N 3.90 m/s (Z16 45.6 kPa)—— = F AR SRS O 50% [29]-[31]. X—I &R, W& FazESHIE
MBS S e — R, T A 5 1 2 7 R REAS o] 240

5.2.2. BIEEEXER

EAEZ AN BRI — RPN B MME S5 3, 4% 5L bR VR IR Ak R AR 8 5 « W37
DI 77 7). ROI & KRk Ji 45l

I 9 5 A7 (R B S AR B 3 0 e T R R A AR . RS A S (2019) A I 95 5 B K 67 s I P e
YW IR (79.50 kPa) 20 K 1 AR17.(44.72 kPa) ) 1.8 f5[35]; Xu Z5(2024)it — P Efb——Hi 5 {H 45° K
g SRR T 25 224.65 kPa, EJE 45° 0 (4% 63.44kPa[32]. Zou Z5(2025)JRIESEAN [ %5 /1 £~ SWE il
HAEAE R EZER(13]. ZHEFRBBEWRE “ARA” &, BXF “ARA7 FREARMIE, T8RE
JeE BT AR TS 58 A TN A AN ZE 73 T R DT RIS T T DB IR AR

DAL R RS 5 — A KB . Bortolotto %5(2017)7E [F]—HbAgk J5E 3 pil & = AN I«
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2l
I

Bt 7.62 kPa. A N 22.20 kPa. i N 32.26 kPa, B P EE 2 AR 1 4 £5(33]: #T4%(2015)
MEL BT . 7 = BE2 B A B AP AE 25 5 [36]; 72 & SR (2023)IESE [ B N F 4k SWV (3.90 m/s) i 2
TR R A(3.50 m/s) M b S em (3.60 m/s) [31]. HEAERE X “Riis” Wl A7 B AR B 2 SO Rl—— i &
ANFL BN BiE B AP EAHEMEA R A B —— ] BB R R I E 2 57 .

YT 77 1] A e B R RE B3 S A . [ FE B A5 (2019) K T, [Al— 44 R 1E FP 2 11 A8 2 )R i
4.8 f5[35]; BRiEEEE(2023)i3E— A7 ik SR A -5 40 il ) SRR & JE AR DG 1 (r = 0.039, P = 0.87) [37]. #H&EH-F
ITHEFI A AR i, BY VIR IR 2 AR\ 5 B (A 3R T FE AR AR RARZE e, RSl (s B A 2236 AT U7 1)
A 227 2 RGEIEIERS o DRI R 308 5 HE 37 R A K B D) THI [29]

VKR RARAE S TR BRI . IR EfERA B R, BRELINE 2 B S BOUE IR =i[29] -
Zhang “5(2023) IR NIEBFFUARAL T BEAGUESS : [ —& . [—3BA0. m—Hes2ilE, SO R 77 0N
fit RSB AT, Emean M 29.35 kPa P& % 21.54 kPa, [&IRZ) 27%, ICC M 0.633 $2T+2 0.975 [38].
X PR TE I A QM B rp, BRSHVR R 2H 2R 2 U 3 M DA 56 Al G, X P A2 DA = AR I PR S
PR DA s 22

ROI FJ3CE [RIFE 52 ma AR B HER M . ROT P4 PR 8 7E TE AR A B LA [29], 5 ELZE R0 R UL |
R ER BRI, 29I NIL TR AND 5. 38 AT S 5E(2018) [40 D0 BN 2715 B E R 24T SWE H &l
&, KIMMTEEEL K 715 ROL 2) E AR 5 SWE fill A R 47 ] 88 1% (4 N L 4H1H] ICC 35>0.5), $#&7~Fr
AL A S ol N 0 22 i 5 D D . ASTRIIE 856 ROT K/ E AN R —E——Zhu %5(2018)>F ] 2 mm ROI
[29], Tang 202 DIEHEMZHM KM 1 mm 5 2 mm ROI [30], Moran %5(2019)%%H 1 mmROI[14]. ROI
VB AN G0 — 1] BN R B 1t 7 PR DA 2 5

g b, BREE MRGIER. DR, DIHES . ROT JHE BIHLE i i — AN s, 1
FIRE G NI AR S, 2 5 B0 i N T o 2 A5 0T 9 38 0 ) i 2 i R

52.3. FREREXER

Pri& & SEEE RSN, 230 B S Y E R FRIAE rT REf2m SWE MIME . H Al STk h i K it 32 22
DR AR PR R0 BT 4R H(BMI) SOSUI X FR: «

PERZ 2 R R IR B A 7R I — 0. 2T —0RAS,  fd e 5 1 1E rp s 40 1 e R AP o T
k. Zhu 25(2018) K FILE 1t 1E b il 2847 B AR (35.4 + 8.5 kPa) & & i T L 1:(29.6 = 7.2 kPa) [29];  Tang %5
(O2D)[FIFEUESE T % SWV =T 2o (P < 0.05) [30]; 2 & d6(2023) 785 HAHIF 2518 (P < 0.05) [31]; Huang
(2025)3 — P kI, BMEIEHEBR MBI AR Z R e S5, BYEMERE SR B S T L P <
0.001) [34]. FIREHFFEAEAFE B AEAFEH R —SE RN, 2 MR AR 4 SWE 54
R EELMR R, B IEE S HER A2

ER S BMI HISSW H BT S, Tang 25(2021) K8 i i (2023) AT 98 A A i e A TE I 1E rh 4
SWV S4EEFI BMI JE R Z TP > 0.05) [30] [31]; Huang Z5(2025) A FER 15 4653 A1 BMI X6} 26 5 & fiff
FEBTC R R [34] . (A FIZE2021) KL SWV HHERS 2 TEMH XK (r = 0.301~0.376, P < 0.05) [41]. FRiE
BF 25 (20119) 01 A< X8 82 21 ) 6HIE A S i, AEJLRF TR RN 23~34 % (OFERETT 48, RIS Bl 43 [35].
IXFR BT Be S B SRR A B L AR S B S NBER AN TR O b 4h, 280t 5T HERR 7 BMI > 30 kg/m?
MORERE AR, BRIk H 4510 B8 75 A HE 2 i BMI A4 i AN B

XU FRPE T8, IR —50. Zhu Z5(2018) [29]. Tang Z£(2021) [30]. 2 &H(2023) [31]5
Huang %5(2025) [34] /% Arora (2024) [39]¥J1F S{g e A B RUN 1F A 4 22 [ B B G 2 2 72 5% (P > 0.05), HA
[FIAIE 8 (B 2510 i — B, X —RHIE A CTS K2 Wi it 17 DLEMIAE oo IR B2 —— 4 i R

E =

i
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BUY BRI, Wl FLAR N I AP 22 (K] SWE MUMENE N ML S IEARiE, LA HRIH i #0E8 1
SARE A ZE RS R DB T

gr b, S2ERERT, VRO R B I, TAEE S BMI IR MAE 48, K
PR, BE T IZ AR BMI G 1T 78 T LA I -

5.3. BligREEH SiREHIRIERIESOP) L

T Bk R R T, AR R R T, R FAEHESGESE LT SOP:

IRAL: ZARFE R, FTE PR TRES, o b, BXTRRFTRLAL07), FRARME. B %
o <1 Jee i B A 35]

WSRO 5T 22 HOCR UG N AL (B8 S8 7K ) IE e AR il & f, AR R A
W S QOFR VEAS A E I R FE 434, AT I wi R o B A/ BSOE A Y, (SRR A B bR A Y
AR

TR TRER AR A jz ke, DA S5 7= Wb L ELAS 51 B JERTUTRE A o AT 2 S 5 77 il B s
W “TEEME” [38].

VIS Rff: 1 e 4 m e A R Bl B i 22, Bl S SR BUR K A DI . 53 SWE #8520, £f
HYEEEOIERTRE S, IETE ROLJAE LM NS, ®ETTZ BRI & B UUE[29].

Z RN ERIE: EFR—AEGNE 3~5 R, BICPEEWY AL m/s Bl K&, $A7 kPa)
VE R A HTEAR[37]

AR, BT ETT R SWE RN AT, e A B Ar 1 B AT IR S H I Bl Ge 4 )2), IF
S WA T B AR 35 F] — BUHEAR R

5.4. ZRIHEIGEEZE Pk S IEAK R

Rk, SWE WHMEZ & & T & HiEE &2 iAEE 2 B EZW, RIE ™88 b 5 A
WRE, ASTEEIC TR 5 (02 W W 7 A BB A o X MR T SWE MBI 7858 [0 e R &5 1S FH 1) %
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