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Abstract

Objective: Dysregulation of long non-coding RNAs (IncRNAs) plays a vital role in secondary patho-
logical injury and tissue repair after traumatic brain injury (TBI). This study aimed to investigate
the biological function of IncRNA myocardial infarction-associated transcript 2 (Mirt2) following
TBI, and to elucidate its potential molecular mechanism in regulating microglia-mediated neuroin-
flammation. Methods: A controlled cortical impact (CCI)-induced TBI mouse model in vivo and a lip-
opolysaccharide (LPS)-stimulated primary microglial inflammatory model in vitro were established
to systematically evaluate the regulatory effect of Mirt2 on neuroinflammation. RNA sequencing
(RNA-Seq) was performed to screen downstream target genes, and Western Blotting and real-time
quantitative PCR (RT-qPCR) were used to verify the key signaling pathways. Results: Both in vivo
and in vitro experiments verified that TBI or LPS stimulation markedly downregulated the tran-
scriptional level of Mirt2. Combined RNA-Seq and quantitative analyses revealed that Mirt2 knock-
down disrupted the transcriptional homeostasis of microglia, abnormally upregulated chemokine
receptor CCR1 and its adaptor protein TPR1, further activated the downstream ERK1/2 signaling
pathway, and drastically boosted the secretion of pro-inflammatory cytokines IL-18 and IL-6. Con-
clusion: LncRNA Mirt2 acts as a crucial negative regulator of microglia-mediated neuroinflamma-
tion post TBI. Downregulation of Mirt2 promotes the release of pro-inflammatory cytokines via ac-
tivating the CCR1/TPR1/ERK signaling axis, while upregulating Mirt2 can suppress excessive mi-
croglial activation. This study enriches the molecular regulatory network of secondary neuroin-
flammation after TBI and provides experimental evidence for relevant basic mechanistic re-
search.
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11 FRER

QICE LN AR5 (TBI) 2 2 ERVEH A FBUEE =0 T R A B 1 20 R 2 —[1]. TBI fR B AL
AR R A, PR b 32 B0 08 SRR AN U 15 55 4 e 9 BRI AT I AN B FENUIRON. 7738 1 1 i 5 1
WA G, B b ] BIAT fil e — RV RIR AN 5 A AR B S0, I 5] R kA A5 IR dE
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AALRI. L IORE . LRRIRThREREAT DL AN T, FLRBRAE Al Fr U . R =5 2 A2],

TEWE 2 MR MR UE T, WA SIER AU IRS) TBI 5 R BN, IRER X E R
GLCNS) I 5L AR P RS R R H PR B ERINEMEH[3]. CNS RAEA & —MsmZin L
BRIV G SN, LB AL B AR SR A CNS PR P 5 B R SR A0 R 0 s« 7 A 2 A i T 453475 DX 31 5
£, DAROREAR K ANM R 7 R IR T ORI [4] o U I8 BE LS8 1) S0 S Wbt 17 e 4 e A AN i sk
HENE R OCE T, (HRRSE HLRE 3 B SORE <2 23 R TBI J5 #2012 5 4k 2 e 42 1) e B i
[5] [6]. ITHIBFFTRET, KEEIEZRIY RNA (INcRNA) Mirt2 #iiF 522 — i 8 B 4Ok R 1, Befig 2%
BELIKT £ I 22 B (LPS) 55 1% 0 A i A I s R AR R R S e S B o AT, I F LIRS Mirt2 w] ) 1S4 LPS 75
ST RGE, HiZ0 FEPRAE RS, TR O PER 15 A5 10 /IR 5 40 A 98 R Hh 1) R 4% 1 FH i
AR BAH,  ELIT U R DL AR TE

1.2, SRR a0 R R BB

N R CNS PN 32 ) E R G BE A, 2 5 S AN AESFIN N JOAE S S e B iR e o £E TBI K
e, NIRRT O I A 1B, AR R R SO S N KR B R ERIT]. R
HOW R, TBI Ja /Mg AR r/E R B = R 2 SR AR F kA —4E “X0181” , XK
TEATRA AN REIRA A DI RER AL A RE: RIE 2 R(ML FR)AIHT R R (M2 #E)FRAL[8]. DA, 4%
N AR AL RE AL L ) SORE R TR R, TBI T T BB AUy 1, H ATk e A A s 1
Mo EERBUE W TR IR L R 4 T (0 IL-4. 1L-10 A TGF-p)RENE Bk 15 M2 RURRALIO], (H H Al
FENR PR L MR Gk Z B XHZAE R A T T Bl

2. MRS
2.1. Zh4 TBI BRI 44

ABEFLEH 24 R 8 AR 1AE 25~27 i@ RmErE C57BL/6 /N, I B DIAR (AL ) A EARH
FRAFI[VFAlIES: SYXK(A65)2022-0021]. AT /NRIYW R TS SEEE H . 4ERF 12 /N B/ 753
PIARAERR IS TR . SEIRATZS T/ R A /D 3 RIGIENMIIFE, HiaE hdk & 500K,

2.2. SCISM TBI EBYEST

SRR i) 1 2 o 4 i (CCI)IE 2 /N B P B TBI B . %0055 B R I 36 [H Custom Design & Fabrication
A=) eCCI-6.3 BI4x il M Fz T A o /)N BRI VR 5 10% 7K 7 GBSV W (3 mL/K) TR BE R I, %
FLJ B2 [ [ e S e A b, AR dE s B A AR A RE SR E 8 o BE S /N0 VT Sk Bz 5 B R
RIMMME, EATXE 2.0 mm. 255 2.0 mm A A MR RN FBREG L — BLAE N 3.5 mm & &, TR
FEREMNL . (B 3 mm [P Sk S E T, Bl SOk B 45 mis, IR
JE2mm, BEIEREIE] 200 ms. CCI RFZR4EE K, I /NRB R MR EH B2 0. /T
AR (Sham 4)/NER3EZBRSEBR CCI ki 2 A1 0 A AR IR R BRIE . 0 2 B T 5% 8 56 - R UE & 44 [10]
T /)N BROEASE 58 UG 1E #1037 24 h, RIS PRIE 20 SR i Bz 2 A4, WG VR 5 B T80 C UK A &
1%, HT RNA K EARI

2.3. Mirt2 #1040 s 3 K (il i =2 5 5

Mirt2 B (Mirt2 mimics). BT EELIZI(NC mimics) 22 Mirt2 Bsh75 %06 T MH a1 A= v R
HAWRAR . A IS5 K RiboFECT™ CP #4vili, M) B EU A1, KL E 100 nM 1
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Mirt2 mimics & NC mimics %% 44 2 JFA/INR B4R J5AR/N IR 5T 48 i VR & 53 40 B 42 78 5 40 B9 ik 2lid
RS, 2 lbal HIE R Yt S E ML > 95%, Ak S T )5 SR gL K LPS 4 i ) AL B

RN TSR E Mirt2 SEh7iER, SR E 15 min BB KA Hamilton fEE 5 85,
1E RWD SEARERAX 51T R 58 s BN & v o, VR A bR : ATIXIJS 0.5 mm. 4R35 1.0 mm. Efix
JEEF 3.0mm. CClI&ERELEH 20 min J&, T/INBRAG DU = B VR S5 5 nM Mirt2 30 751 ()25 350 B R0 R
AL, S SRRV RS R R TR, AR TF AR . S IR %1 5 4R 2R AL 4 58 4 ORFF
—5.

2.4. HRENF

2.4.1. RNA {0 5 &l B S Bl &

FIH Invitrogen 7 @) TRIzol 3R 71— 5L EUAH L sk 4l RNA. S H Thermo Scientific 2 (1)
NanoDrop 78 Y66 RETHXF SR EL RNA BEATIRBEI A2 S0 FERIN K Se B e DA o AR ZLRE AR O FR B2 3
pg o RNA BIREAAE A 5 S8 il 200 Fp SCPE G 2 1 R Ua A R .

2.4.2. M EEMIBERIE

FED S BER R RE T, 51N ™A% (1 K /N 3 (Size selection) B B8, LUES 7% 5 45 K #E 400~500 il
H X (bp) Z [H] ) cDNA FBt. K Beckman Coulter /A ] AMPure XP fii¥k RGixt OB T4tk . Hbf
RN RN 7423 1) DNA B BUFIA Nlumina PCR 51 #0IRA YT 15 NMEFF PCR &Y 1. %7
YRGS AMPure XP &Gt AT 4tk et . &5, FIH Agilent Technologies 2100 A4 #T A3  wa R A5
J& DNA 5 57 G X A4k f5 1) DNA SCEEREAT 8 55 4 o o2 6 O3 SC 22 38 |l il iR Ak v AR PR
H AR AH, 1E lllumina NovaSeq 6000 /7>~ & I 5jii X i (Paired-end) = & &l /7 -

M R A EE I 85 Q30 > 90%, FEAR[AISE N R IAM KR LF: %7K GO. KEGG HHEL R
N, WEZERIERETTELETE S MAPK RAEBES, 8 ULifikiz Ok N CCRL JF & 5 825010E .

2.5. EBRENEEFE(Western Blotting)

K FRE RIPA 2R A 4l i 2 B (1, 48 BCA VL2 )5 1T SDS-PAGE HLkIF#4F 42 PVDF
JiE(Bio-Rad). % 5% M fla Wkn =i 1 /bl f5, BT AR —$Ht(CCR1, TPR1, ERK1/2, p-ERK1/2, IL-
1B, IL-6, -actin) Wi B 1, T ACHEIRRE IR EIRANRZ W & . K BIWc—4T, HI TBST Zert it 3
W(EER 5 40 81), LUEBRARE AT —di. BEJE¥IEE T H 1:10,000 FikEr) Alexa Fluor790 1 Alexa Fluor
680 7 tFric —Fi(Invitrogen A, $2 520 %14 A11357 Al A21109) 1, FEiRBCHEEE 1 hour. —FiHHE
ZElE, TR TBST S2nPifk G e 3 IR(BHR 5 738 . e, FIHIT LMo % R 40 (Cytiva 2
H], Amersham Typhoon ™) I 3EAT XU € 2 15 5 kil 5 e 44 . R A Imaged 314 (NIH, Bethesda, MD)
XF & B AR E 5 OGE BT E B0, JFLL B-actin AEy A FR NS N Z 84T IH — LR HE .

2.6. SERTSEYCERE PCR (RT-gPCR)

K HH Invitrogen TRIzol 377132 BUAH M/ 20 23 5 RNA; IiZ3 DS-500 NanoDrop 43566 146 Il RNA
W 52, SHkriE: A260/A280 = 1.8~2.1, A260/A230>1.8.

A% RNA 2SR AG11728 S s i) & it B 45 78 il [ 4 DNA Bk 5 cDNA &1 qPCR K
F AG11739 ¥t il &, 10 uL ¥k R: 2 x SG Green qPCR Mix 5 puL. L FiF5I#%% 0.2 uL.
cDNA i) 1 uL. TCHE/K 3.6 uL.

PCR ¥ f2)5: 95°CTiAE Tk 2 min; 95°CA:ME 5s, 60°CiBKIEM 30s, FLit 40 MEH. LL p-actin A
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WSEE, FKH 27M-AACH LT Mirt2 XTI RiE&E, 51N ILE 1.

Table 1. Information of gqPCR amplification primers
< 1. gPCR ¥ #&5|¥ME 2

ERZK EIEEIH(5"-3") TH#HEIH(E-3) VR E
Mirt2 TCCTGACACGCCCTTCTCTT CCTCAGCTCCACTCTACCAG 198 bp
p-actin TGTACCCAGGCATTGCTGAC AACGCAGCTCAGTAACAGTCC 238 bp

TE: RA Mirt2 582 p-actin qPCR ¥ 8451 W/ 51, 510 B A TAMI GG 3508 R BURs 5 P20 I 8 h 2 30

27. GIHFESH

FTA SR B G DUIEIME £ FrufkiR(Mean £ SEM)EREIH + Frifk 2 (Mean + SD)RIIE K k. FIH
GraphPad Prism 9.0 # A iEAT Gi vt 2 Ab B o 2H [A) B4 22 5 LU IB0CR FH 5 DR 25 7 22 43 1T (One-way ANOVA) B
IR 25 75 % 7 A (Two-way ANOVA), = J5 % LK H Bonferroni /556 . BT Git 2 i E MK eSS — B E
P <0.05.

3. &R
3.1. Mirt2 RiAFEHER b BE T BRI TRYRIE

T B Mirt2 7ER5G AR 2R R IAHFAE, FRATE SRS LPS 755 /N I 41 i 48
B, RT-qPCR 45 B 2R (14 1), 51E% % IR 4 (Control)AH EL, LPS il T S350/ 5t 28 i 1 Mirt2 mRNA
FR I S K R AR W T 3 R I (R 228 B P4 & 0.66 + 0.01; P < 0.001). BJE, A7 i1t Th#gi 2k (Loss-of-
function) LR H A FHLEI, FRATRI A siRNA BRI T Mirt2 @ik (Mirt2 KD)4H A . 5E & 45 Rk
52, W GLJE /N AL Mirt2 ()5 S KT I DT ER 2 60% (FRIA = B3 FE 2 0.40£0.02; 5 Control 4H
FILL P<0.001, 5 LPS #4iAHLL P <0.001), F#ZmE T EEA WS UTER AR 5% (5 1).

A, AN Western Blot £l — P iESE T TBI A Sk R MERE R M : fEARN TBI KBS, 524
KB SR A2 AT e B 1 TPRL (34 kDa) BA K OGHER R A0 H 1 IL-18 (31 kDa)#l 1L-6 (24 kDa)f) & H
KT R R ZL )RR A 2), SRS SORE 5 IR 15 1) v P AR Sk

3.2. HREAMAFIFE Mir2 BIEN T HERRILER

NTH—DRGEMERE Mirt2 iR/ M TAIMARAS I R T4, FoAr Do & 44 kA7 7 s &
RNA-Seq M7 . # 7K IEHE K (DEGS) ik 45 R i, HARAIN Control ZHAHEL, 4l LPS ¥ 3 H)/NKR
JRATM A 8 NHER R I, 17 MR EE T E 3(), Bl 3(c). A1, 7 LPS 55 1 3Eat s
Jiti Mirt2 s (si-Mirt2 + LPS ) 5] & 7 i (I ZI e 8. 5 s ali LPS ZAHLL, 3L 543 AN S
RILRE L, 542 NMERFIEEZE TR 3(b), K 3(d). X—EEIXT LR, LncRNA Mirt2 7E4ERf /)
2 I A4 i 2 S R 2 ) 9 Ik FEE MBI v R A T ORI “ TR R

3.3. Mirt2 Fx5 N S/ RYEEE CCRIUTPRYUERK {520 BE R T ER FHEK

N Y it 0 T Mirt2 142N AR A T A8 SO IR i 20T LR BRATTARE S s 4 P 3o
HA R VBT 2R LA R HE s, B TR )T RIAR S TR T,
B DIREAE T SR 58 S AL I 58 ) 3E A% S5 BIE AL [3]-[7]. b, CC fule 7324k 1 (CCRL)fEN
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121 | I

0.8

0.6 1

Relative mirt2 mRNA Expression
(Fold Change)

0.4 1

0.2 1

0.0 -

Control LPS mirt2 KD

i SERT 98 Y6 2 2 PCR (RT-qPCR) B AKG M A [Fl AL EELH H Mirt2 JEH 155 %KF, A S5 B-actin FIRIAR AT
H—IZIE. EPA ERREEERREREENE, RELNRFIRUMER(Mean £ SEM), HiTi _F# B A0 H mFR
3 RMSL A S BAABUE(n=3). Control: 1IEH YR, LPS: LPS iFSHIAMEMGERILL; Mirt2 KD: Mirt2
FERIRAR A . 2H 18] 22 5 R FH BA R 257 2220 H1(One-way ANOVA) & Bonferroni XU HLEUR IEHEATSE 224606 . P <
0.001 R %R AFWREZENGTH#E .

Figure 1. Quantitative analysis of Mirt2 mRNA transcript levels in cells from different treatment groups by RT-gPCR
1. FA RT-gPCR A EIALFRLAHATH Mirt2 mRNA BYEERKFIHITT EE DT

Normal TBI

TPR] o= o= o= e- ab e e @& 3/KD;
B-actin > =D G2 e3P @O G20 @ @ 45KD2
IL-1B o= om om o o pum ommy o=m 31KDa
Bactin «m e o> o> e» o> e» e® 45KDa

IL-6 - eas e» o b G G o 24KDa

B-actin s o> e o> > e @ @® 45KDa

SEFH 2R 15 EN 325325 (Western Blot)A&:i 1E # 5t 8 41 (Normal) -5 ) 45 P ki 451 45 2L (TBI) /N SR AE 351405 i Je 2 A (3R R B
Ko IR T B TPRL (34 kDa) LA K B AR A 41 M X1 IL-18 (31 kDa) Al IL-6 (24 kDa)f#) &7 484k p-actin (45
kDa) FH{E A EBIE AN S, PARIE S INFEFLIN S e —.

Figure 2. Early neuroinflammatory response and upregulated expression of related pathway proteins in the cerebral cortex of
mice induced by traumatic brain injury (TBI)

2. BIMAEMRIRAA(TBI) S| B/ NR AR B R EAME R AER N R A XBIRERFRIE L
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(@ (b)
4 . .
75

3
"‘;7 Control: K 2 Control: LPS
= Treat: LPS © Treat: LPS_D
12 T
‘;& Down (17) g - Down (542)
= NoDiff (15673) NoDiff (14684)
o Up (8) o Up (543)
[ TR S-S S T L. S ST L S AP, 1

1 25

0 of ! _ :

-4 -2 0 2 4 =-5.0 =25 0.0 25 5.0
log2(Fold Change) log2(Fold Change)

(©)

group
3 group
K
2 LPS

(a) LPS ZHAH LL X & (Control) 4 22 7 3R 1A 3 K (DEGS) 1 K 1L B (L B 8 A LR EA 17 AN TR IZER); () Mirt2 @ifik
(si-Mirt2 + LPS)ZHAH LU T- 540 LPS 4H DEGs -k 1L B (L& 543 /> _E LRI 542 TR iAZER); () LPS 2H vs Control
5535 2 R R R B EAUA, (d) si-Mirt2 + LPS 4 vs LPS 21 & % 2 J R K4 2 BRI E (RE % 5E : llog2 FC| >
1, P <0.05).

Figure 3. Effects of Mirt2 knockdown on gene-expression profiles in LPS-induced primary microglia revealed by transcrip-
tome sequencing (RNA-Seq)

[E 3. B FLENF(RNA-Seq)IBR Mirt2 BiRxt LPS 5 S M B /MR R E F R IA LIS

— PO L G R BB 2R, PIESL T2 RIA T CNS [ B e 4 ——/Mie R4 R R i [ 10]-[12]
TEAWFFTH, Western Blot 45 5 &7 (& 4(a), & 4(b)), 7EIEHIRZS T (Normal), f3%44& CCR1. #iH%
I TPRL LR % R T-(IL-18+ IL-6)I4ERFIEMAR IR LR RIB Ko M2 B SORERIBR(LPS/TBI dH)f5, X
BB (I RIA I R ETHP < 0.001), [FIR £ BEE OB B 25 1 ERKL/2 MR 1k 7K ~F (p-ERKL/2) 1 i 138
% (P < 0.001).
BEKKEIET: 445K Mirt2 (Mirt2 KD 41)/5, CCR1. TPR1. IL-18 Al IL-6 {2 ik e J5
BEEE R ERA TSRS LPS AL P < 0.001), 52 FATHIE, & ERKL/2 K
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EPTE

PAE S LM R, (Rl p-ERKL/2 FE bl 2 B0 S AEME SO (8] 4(b)), X7 Mirt2 K&
K AT AR 6 CCRUTPRI/ERK 38 4 f L it i 4 ] .

(a) Normal TBI MIRT2 KD Normal TBI MIRT2 KD
CCR1 - e —— c— - > o G o> o @w» 37KDa TPR] e® ow cc e es ecaoses G aw a» @ 34KDa
ractin > -—-——— a» ePeP e es e e  45KD: B-actin  cu» e - - > - > o> o> -»> e @»  45KD2
ERKIZ S S S S S S A . 43,4IKD: [L-1f o e o e o an oo oun Gub G50 G20 @88 3 (KD
P-actin - - - - - - - - e o e 5KDa Practin - e - - o= a» - o> o> o> «» @»  15KD2
p-ERK1/2 —————— D GED GED GED = = — — 43,41KDa IL-6 o e e e e e o e e e e @ 24KDa
B-actin GO AP G P P aG» P e e a» e @  45KDa B-actin eeererererer eos aP e es e e 45KDa
(b)
l 6 E Hekokk ek e dedeokk ek Hkkk Group
: — axx o . - . [ Normal
*hkk Akkk Kkkk Akkk *kkk Akkk ] TBI
Ly " B MIRT2KD
1.2
1.0 4
0.8 -
0.6
0.4 1
02
0.0 - — .

CCRI1/B-actin ERK1/2/B-actin p- ERKl/Z/[i actin TPRl/B actin IL-1f/B-actin IL-6/B-actin

(a) FHH 2R A5 BN (Western Blot) kel 1E 7 o 8 20 (Normal) . 4% MRS 5 41(TBI) LL A2 Mirt2 Bk ZH(Mirt2 KD) A i 32 44k
CCR1. 4% H TPRL. & ERK1/2. Mtk ERKL/2 (p-ERK1/2)LA K2 MR K AT IL-18 Al IL-6 IR A %A th, &A1&
F R 77 BT MR p-actin /BN EFEN S, (b) SRR (15 NS B-actin IR ELE M E RGO HRIE . B0E LUISME + FrifE
#(Mean + SD)E7~;  4HIH] £ 5 HL iR FH 9 R 2K 7 22 29 (Two-way ANOVA) & Bonferroni S /5165 5:(™P < 0.01. P < 0.001.
P <0.0001 R ZEREANEENS I FEN).

Figure 4. Mediation of CCR1/TPR1/ERK signaling axis activation and downstream inflammatory-factor release in microglia by loss
of Mirt2 expression
& 4. Mirt2 FRIZFREN SRR CCRUTPRUERK {5 SHIBVHIE & Tl 2E E F R R

BT Mirt2 &ik, SEmi@ERRYT CCRUTPRL 15 S 4h0iMs|, 512 ERKL2 @B B 1L, ek IL-
18+ 1L-6 S 2 IR T KSR, e HpAR gk R AP SR i Mirt2 mladis bR 5 fE Bk v, wnf&l 5
FizR.

gx BRIk, AFFFTIESE INCRNA Mirt2 2 BR il Hk s 48 28 RE I FE B0 (1 GBI PERDHI 7. Mirt2 &
X N5 CCRUTPRYERK {55 1@ 1A S H AL B UIAHDG,  FRATTHHEMIZE 43 DI 7 2% S5 2 1 00 ) 0 e A 6 [
(%% 5% . BEAE Mirt2 Zik K, CCRUTPRL 15 SRl Rr 800G , it 488 1 TPRL #— 780K T ERK
RAEIRIS,  f5e 20 EE A VA 453193 (T B ) BRAK A1 S RE R A 100 S AR A 1 78 M 0 . AR 7 B 17
Mirt2 7£ TBI Ja 4t K M2 sOE s 1E . JF80E 1 M CCRUTPRL/ER {5 58, #F— 5% 17 ofh
PERN AR 2 RE PREE IR 20 T4, D a5 TBI AAEALHI BRI FEHR A 7 U S SR 00 H5His S 4%
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. Mirt2 Fig

= (= A CCR1. TPR1
TBI/LPS _ RiEHES Mirtyl — CCR1. TPR1
CIE- G { / g
A \ ERK1/2 =
' ' BRGNS

= IL-1B. IL-6
BEHugm \ 4

—] p-ERK1/2

MREAE
. | IR TS RENNE | RIEREE |

Figure 5. Schematic diagram illustrating the mechanism by which IncRNA Mirt2 regulates microglial neuroinflammation
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