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Abstract

Objective: To review the research progress of spectral CT in the diagnosis and treatment of
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colorectal cancer (CRC), particularly in terms of CRC diagnosis and staging, lymph node metastasis
(LNM), prediction of molecular biomarkers, and assessment of treatment response. Methods: By re-
trieving relevant literature, the clinical application value of spectral CT in the diagnosis and treatment
of colorectal cancer was analyzed and summarized. Results: Spectral CT, through dual-energy acqui-
sition, enables material decomposition and provides multiple quantitative parameters, including io-
dine concentration (IC), virtual monoenergetic images (VMI), effective atomic number (Zeff), and spec-
tral curve slope (AHU). In primary tumor detection and T staging, it can significantly improve the diag-
nostic efficacy and the accuracy of T staging. In the assessment of lymph node metastasis, the diag-
nostic performance of combining parameters such as IC and Zeff with radiomics models is far supe-
rior to that of conventional morphological criteria. In predicting molecular biomarkers, spectral
parameters are correlated with KRAS mutations and microsatellite instability (MSI) status. In treat-
ment response assessment, baseline spectral CT parameters can predict chemotherapy efficacy and
patient prognosis at an early stage. Conclusions: Spectral CT has important clinical application value
in the precision diagnosis and treatment of colorectal cancer.
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1. 5|

g e A EREE =KW IRIE, AW BRI TR 7715, YE4iih, 2020 4F48kHT & CRC it
29193 Jifl, FET-2) 94 JiI[1]. ASHERIAR R4 WIS il g MAAIR ST T7 SR R R RN, L4t CT Wik
PAF ) X Il K, AER R II IR R S PPk A VR T S S T 45 7 THI AEAE = PR 1

BEVE CT @ 76 W AN F g B /KSFGEE > 80 kVp AT 140 KVp) N [A] I s D)4 R4 X 2844, sk
LT W0 o B 5 8 BT [2] AT T 88 CT, BE il CT W LASRTE £ 4> 2 = 2% ik £ (iodine concentration,
IC) W 2H 2R if it 5 s e 40 i 2 €18 (virtual monochromatic images, VMI) FTARAL XS L BEE 7S LE s A 4%
JiR ¥ 17 % (effective atomic number, Zeff)GE15 F R S A U7y s AE il MIZB R R (AHU) SR ZH 230 X 2R A&
MR VE[3] XS HCN CRC WIFEHEIZTT 4L T B TEEIVTAL 7. A BAEA T AR CT 78
CRC &7 iyt Fe it fe S5l IR A AE

2. BEilE CT EXRESHEARNE
2.1. FARIFEE

REVS CT %O R B T AEAN R X 4 P IS0k 5, 24 X RRe i) K JA 4, St
WA N 25 1 i, S TR o R I EH R 1 BB B O M SR IRCRFAE[2] . H AT PR N FH I B CT & £ 2
—RpEA. XYEXUEER CT (dual-source DECT), 8 &ML FIFRIN 3% 2R 4t [F] I R AEAN [F] 5E &2 15U
PUEE LR )4 CT (rapid kVp-switching DECT), 7E#ANERE EPUED ¥ SR SUZERIZS CT (dual-
layer spectral detector CT, DLSCT), i b~ Py 4RI &5 73 ARSI RE AT /&1 e 1[3].

22. XREESY
R CT St E BB L EAHE: MUREZ(C): AWM B G L EHENE, 508
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fit; PRUELLTIEYR FE (normalized IC, NIC): Bkt IC brvEAL 2 E SRS R AL, Wb MEIEIR 257 B
BaEEEBE(VMI): {E 40~200 keV VBRI EH, 1K keV #REXTHLE, & keV RS, AR TFH
(Zeff): REME AR AL EE K, X0 % EAEAE R TR BRI BEiE i 2B AR (AHU): AN A
keV T CT {55 H!, AHU = (CT 40 keV~CT 100 keV)/60; 4HJfIN A3 B(ECV): FeT 43R HIfk
FE 55 M40 L2515, A] S B AR R A [2] [3]. H2, AR R RS CT F4 77 30 1% 5 A B R A2 A7
EFESR, Rz 8GR EhRE.

2.3. BRI

RV CT St CT ALk, HALINS: Yo Eaes, aeEvrhagum s, RPGETEIRG;
RTHEE TR, K keV VMI S mixf LA LE,  TIHE /AN L RO A DR s R, oW e R
W DB RERZ WA TR, ZSH0EREMT, AHIEMIRME 215 8[3]. Grange S545 . el CT
AR RAUE R AT AR YRR EY), (£ CRC VAL A 4% SN E 2L M F[4] -

3. BB CT EEEMRICHS AR A
3.1 MBS T 4943

K T 2% CRC 167 7 R X EE, 44 CT BRI ORI IR 347 T 2030, 5 a
5730 FR S0 R 1 5 ) A7 AR TR« T CT R VML R mT 234 ) CRC IR HE R 5 T 20 AHERf M . Arico
ZE[SIAN R I 40 keV VMI (115 M L (SNR) A1 EL I 75 LE(CNR) &2 3 @ 46 88 CT EHE (P < 0.05). K VMI40
WINEALS CT B )G, BUHRIETZEK CRC B AUC M 0.875 #2752 0.943 (P <0.05), X4 UK/ HIE
3R TH S A 2 . Chen Z5[6](\IHF 7833k —ESZ, 40~50 keV VMI B4 £ T 1 B 23 (MPR) 7K CRC T 4331
HERIPERE = 42 94.27%, M T1EG AL CT (70.7%).

ECV AT DL Wil g (8] )5 B 43 (388 0, S5 R A2 28 M3 DIAH DG . Sun S5 [7] 68 M Mok 4 i b 25 75 43 %
(ECV)H T CRCT 73, KILECV 5 pT 73 12 B3 IEFH(r=0.637), *F pT 20 BARIZ W2k gedh = (AUC
= 0.919). Chen Z5[8] R LS MMEAR 5 AP EBUR AT T 40, BUOREE R RI AT 3143 51E 50
WA 24 0 20 STV 12(90.3% vs 87.4%), 7 I 4 it 77 B BRI 4 57%.

ERERRE, AU EE RN CT SHLRE(MRD)IX — (& S S hr i/ B 50 T A
(P IU[9], %oF EERUZ R 28 REVE CT ML Ae & BUR 5 @ #E2E MRI T T 40 245 2, w7 LUK 40
keV VMI (1) EUG T &5 g ol DLEEVE/r ZEAR T MEME, Reils CT AL MRI Y T 2 B A At 1% 43 ) A
65.67%F1 71.64%, {HPi#E ZRIG25 L (P>0.05), #ERRER CT AMCNEE T 29 W 78 FBLH
AlRE.

3.2. MERESRE D FIREHTN

iR i B 3 RN 43 T AR SRS X T CRC TJE VEAS AR YT 77 SRIEHF R REZE . feilk CT 85 ME
SR Z IR A A, Gong SE[10]HFFE I, AR BNk IR & Bk, L3 2 (1D) R b Ak L2
(NID)E B AL SR 4 2 [ AEAE B 22 5 (P < 0.001), ZWFFTUERT 1D A] UL T A BT SEAk 8 73 2%

TESYFARED M 71, Cao ZE[111JFR T 3T el CT MIFIZ B A T RAT4 ) KRAS RADRE . #%
WHFR IR RS 2R RL 2. A RUE T FE FKI NIC, Mg AR b & 8 Is i 42 0 & 0l KRAS
FARMALIRER . FIZ BTN KRAS 2878 1) AUC 1A 0.848, i i 28 Al vk 5 ih 28 0 Mt R W L FH R Ar
MR SE M, S CRC &3 RURE Va7 IE BRI T H I AIVRAG 77i% . Chen [12)557E — 2 i ALk
PRV T RERE CT M EITE T i 2R HE(MSI) R I E . 1280 50 R B T2 o e (MSS) B8 2 (1 Bl ik 3
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IC FERBKHI NIC 2% 5T MSI-H 5 (P < 0.05), FETMUEIMIIRGIR - 5284 A5 A T 25 A0 T Bl PRASE
B, SHAP 73 Mt R L /INEARFE R AL A TE A R N G Fa AR,y CRC R [ S B 1Ry USRI T8 3
EE LA
Kk KRAS 5 MSI Ak, e s 58 i 11 X S AH 5G40 FAR 5 S ReiE CT & B S K RIFIAE S 2907

Chen Z5[13]20 87 7 BUZIRM #SAE 1 CT 2805 Ki-67 M2 HER2 F R WA M, WF7t4s LMW Ki-67 &
FORHMFIKIA 40 keV CT1H. ARUR TP MRS K ag ik th e Rl 310 s TRRIA (P < 0.05), H
W 40 keV CT {H K2 B 2 BE S FE(AUC = 0.639); {H5 HER2 RiIARSHIL G N 245 RIRAENE CT
Xof VA R 3 B v M LA — I, (EX HER2 RAS I TR BE /145 PR

4. BEWE CT FERBESHRBITEhRR

MRELEEE 2 (lymph node metastasis, LNM) B #5201 CRC B TG, AERR VPSR L 25 RS XA A0
BT ATUG IR B e . A4 CT KRR, A, KB RetE, HEMMEER. G
CT il & S HRAZ A B EHE R T LNM K12 26

4.1. G EESEITM

Z O FIE, RN SRR MR AR CT EBES A ERE X R . Kato [14]K
L, EERE PR RR B 5 1 e RO A B B 25 (G T AR 6 A2 MM E2.45 (1.60 mg/mil vs 3.25 mg/ml, P < 0.001), DL 2.1
mg/ml NEW{EZ K LNM ] AUC 15 0.932, #ERfTE 87.9%, AV EE AT DI & A0 CT i LA W 1) 96k B2 45 3k
17550, Yang SE[ISIFERR AP ORI, FREA A BUR T P E(nZeff) 2 S R M DS RS 4, B35
BT IR FEhRUERI RIS . B BN IKIIbR HEAG IR BE 5 53 KA nzeff 5, i2WriEmfi kgt — P4 & . Tang 55
[16] RGLAL T AUZ R MBS HENL CT 22506 LNM 28 . 1Z0F 70 R B, FERE PR 453 kI 1C A
NIC F&MI%, TM#FIKI Zeff 1 nZeff Fhim, XUWH AHU EX T E . 2S8R 45 LNM ) AUC i& 0.901,
BERT IS FRHERR(AUC = 0.695, P < 0.05).

Liu Z[17]H1 Al-Najami Z5[18] [19]fI8F FLHUESE [ Redl CT & &S 4E B de LNM P4l 1 {8
Liu 2R BL, 45650 nIC 5EA 0K LNM 2 WiEnf 3= &£ 82.9%. Al-Najami Z5[18]il1d B A br A
I, AR CT Befg Il RS 7R 3 Ik 45 s B PAG IR X IR 2%, Al-Najami Z6[19] 3 — D50
HET Red CT @ RmSEAT DA ik s 1) R . 59— Tk pT1-2 391 B e 1 [l o P AT 9 e BAT R0
TP B G bk R A5 R A TSRS S R 12 T BR[20], $R7RAei CT & SRR FATHAZ 1) LNM HA
UFHIZWIRE 7. Sato SF[21]900F T Reil CT XHARFRRIMR AL LG5 R 2 WiRiae, W FEREA NIC %I B ke
75 90 B2 85 e A LA SO £

4.2. REFESNHFIRE

IAER, R Z I SR T AR A S S5 P85 SIBAE CRC B IR EL 45 VA TR i . Wang
G22I TR T B B Re v CT BUR RSG5, MAZH 1 120 kVp-like & 55 24H - RFAIE
X LNM (2 i ae 2 35 = TR G & 2248 f ) DECT 8240, Yang 55[23]# 57 12 TReil CT
Z AN IR, Y2 AUC ik 0.925, 2R T i Mg bn SR AL(AUC = 0.542), HH#I CT A
(AUC = 0.800)F1 Node-RADS F-4r(AUC = 0.812) (P #J<0.0001). #fEil CT #i% 5 Node-RADS 74
&, AUC it — B¢ % 0.961,

Liu ZE[2414 2 T 581 CT M ISR L5240 F T T30 B Wtk L S 5 8%, bk — I ORI B AU AE
IRUEZHH AUC i5 0.780. Chen ZF[25]144 % 1 2 T XUZERMIZE A1 CT ) 40 keV VMI FIRL T4 22 1) 51) 2
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B, FETION X3 LNM 7T BRI €. He S8[26]WIERER T RENE CT S84 I PRAFAE 0 45 i 2 N
SRR E, BRA AR I REEFNIREE R AUC 437104 0.845 F10.849. Cao Z5[27]1#% T Ak IRE R
et CT S8V BT, 49N CEA. CA19-9. JIZ AR 1RIE I1C F Zeff ZEtabn, W TR WZAET
HZ W Rk e 2 2 0 T B Al R Y o A, Li S5 [28]R SR AR S In R it — D 4G, T 228
RENE CT BB MM ZIZE i LNM ff) AUC 1% 0.879.

REIS CT 7£ CRC W45 B A2 VPG T IAME C Wl 78 7 E S, PRI F M Ik T2 435 i L /B8 RS R A i %
S, BUREE. Zeff Sz BESHN DA MIX S AR LS 2 S E0 B RS (112 B3
BEMRT R —SHAE RIS S BRI EONE R, LR A5 SRR I PR A8 b fl
DR EESHINFILE, E TN, % LNM Fss 5T CRC B RTHHE, $8SRTriE
.

5. BEIE CT /8T R VA PRI A
5.1. $EB&TT M

4 B ik 97 (neoadjuvant chemoradiotherapy, nCRT) 2 J= #532t Jié 1 B W bR UETR )7 7 &, HERRTRAY
NCRT NN JG £ F AR SEFITG HIWr 2 0C 2, SEhAERE CT & &S HnT R WA T MY .

Liu ZE[294K % T gl CT VMI 1 B s o7 ¥EIX A m S i . 578K 40 keV VMI 1G5 &
FMITSr 5 MRI A4 (P = 0.449), MRI S5HKEE VMI 5 SCH KA IR R UG TV) 22 18] () — Sk B33 4R 4%
4t CT (P <0.0001). HF7t3W] VMI 7] H T B iz 807 ¥EIX IR FT € A7 TAE . Grange S5 [30]4E — WiATHE 1
WHFCREGAIE T RN CT X &b B N RS A% B e B A T 5 o3 B S ) TR B o 120 98 R IR TT IR . R
UF4H(PRGS 1/2)(1] 40 keV VML, TR FE ., nIC. ECV &S4(3) W E KT RNA R 41 (PRGS 3/4) (P <0.05).
ZHE R W RERE CT S 50nT LIS Hh Bhif 7 I S AT 1Al o

5.2. HF7 & T

FITRN AL A5 1% CRC MIAkIT I N Bh T R E IR IT 7 R . 20U AR, BEIS CT S40mT RS
48 T I 7% (CRLM) R 355 (AL 7 B SEE AT T o Li 5 [31] 0 BE1E CT FIALTT BE A TR Bk B 5T %) CRLM
BT ORI B AT TR ZIE R ORI, AT 2 AN B JE BRI 2 B A A7 1(OS) A S T R &
SRR R AT SR T AR A A . SRR, Li SR[32]ik— B i T 40 B B A A AR o
X —24, @ik srHr CRLM RAALIT AT G ECV 2 524k, RIMLIT 2 MEME ECV 20501~ B
JE & T J& BT R % T AR A . BRI MO R & . Ning 25[33] BB /34T T CRLM B R A
RETE R (GSIER, K I 68 keV VMI (1) CT {EURHTIA FE 2 A0 T S S B A7 F0000 R 25 o 10 Bk SR AR 22 %of
g7 SONE B TN B G 9 B S (OR = 1.952, P = 0.039) . L4k e il CT SHUnT A R THIN 45 B e il BhiG o7
(N, HAZOAE T RO ) 22 5, el I1IC S ik, FEHABRGE N B R R A0 5 0 45345 5
ECV 1] J W Jigi 18 48 J% [ R 4R 44k . 1 e S HLGB YT BT ORIT G 2~4 AN AZ OS5, @l 2o
W FUHA 2 TOA T RAF BN R BTl , ARIESETUR, A B SRR IGTT 77 RiEHE.

6. BEIE CT fEE b EBN A
6.1. BRI TN

BRI Y& CRC ARG BB N R, 68 CT MILANTEEA B TiES MELIRST . Feng %
[34] T XUZHRM 28 fe il CT MR 2 7 7l CRC MR Ui %) (tumor deposits, TDs)HIFAAG AL 2A Y . T
R RER, OB MHEREMANERRIFEE K AUC 273k 5] 0.926. 0.881 #10.887, B & &

S BF Py
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TR AL PR AN RLAR L A
6.2. BKERIESHEARICITM

BKERIN(LVI) . FRE AR AL (PNI) 2 iR it Jg i) B R IE 2 —, S5 B (TS . Chen S5 [35] WH #I
RET S B0 FEEAT 204, IR K e 1 2 80T FH TR KR ALIRAS . Yuan 25 [36] K BLRERE CT ik
AT B (NIC) FT Tl CRC B8 ik A% A7 (e, A B T RIS 4r 2 . Wang 25 [37]3F— D7t T 6
i CT ATAEZ 4 ECV XM &5 7 # . M RIUAIIKE ALK TN E . 45 RER], B ECV Xf LNM
(AUC =0.735). PNI (AUC =0.723)#1 LVI (AUC = 0.705)#) HAT R UF 72 hE, ECV AT LLE A LE i i
ARHG RS 73 [ AR 2 L bR 54

6.3. EAFEEITM

SEH e R AR R R S BURFSETI RN, VP AL I8 A BR8] A A T S AN W U 1)
e, Yang Z5[38]E THENE CT f41%. CEA Fll CA19-9 #% T CRC AJa AP FIIAEAL . %0 Fob 15 5t
MIEFREY Sheil CT ER/SHME S, ATl CRC BE ARG HIUFER R EME, NAREE; HEE
et T 2% . Peng S [B9RZ T il CT SO A 5 K iz b 5 # (VEDM) I TRINANE » BT IR,
Jik 8 55 43 BU(VEF) . 8 ik A 1 i 28 13- (A-V) AT 1NIC-V X VEDM HAT & 2 T 18

7E CRC JHEe#2 JE I %0 rh, BEilE CT A HEAH. D’Angelo ZE[40]18F 5T | 223 MiAL (147 M
Ak 76 NFEM), KIUENT7 BU(FF) 2 W Rk BE B s (AUC = 0.97). iZBFFE N CRC B AL ) 25531
AL T TR RAR T T

7. BRMSAKRE

RS CT 7 CRC 297 R ILH R i 35, (AANAEE LT RBRYE: AE) B e CT Z40f )5
WBETTFAFAEZE S, ShZ S — T RSN SR 2HCy R ORI R, FEAEAR: 2
B S T P B OGHR X (RO ) A 1 B b 2% 77, HOEREE (B — St A Rt Beils CT e S AL BRIk A
M RRA B, BRI T B E B BE ) K [4]. Hong %546, BERE CT 75 3 Wil e v i) S FE A7) T i s v A6 A0
B F) A (B R, MG 20 B A N AR & BR L2 B ) 2R 3R 2 —[41]

FEpr b, RSNA KEEM QIBA BLM, 7E CT 4k, O & ZIhE: R &2 hnvE, 5 IEE R 2 XAS
& CT HEVE M7 s 1EC IEAEIE B 1S BUG M RE VN At s BNt O R R (BB CT IR R A B & R 3D
A COUZTRM AR 1 CT s AR R B L R ILR) &5, XL TPtz e & BUE AL VIbs EMbr et . JT i
ZHl . KEERRTIEVER T 456 N TR R HE S0 E 2k ROI 43 RIR— SR I RE IS 2 AR bss AINE
FE TR T, MR EREER TS, R e, PP, IS AL AT R, S
HRKWITE4]. BE1E CT 5 AN TR EEMEES, Rl Rk fE ¥ M A EIBAR, s HAE CRC T4
HH RIRIE R I A B2

J6F 1144 CT (photon-counting CT, PCCT) & M ai i Je it MIBRIT %, R T MadR. ks
R AR = KOS . Surov S5 [421K X — U RWIE B FHTE B i . 10 7Bl PCCT A3 (1 bRk
AR P (NI C) T A 28I B 4l BB T 18 97 N AEGR A 0 G 2~4 2)), X — S5 RV IIE T 67 i3
CT 1E45 H e i 1297 I se FANE, A5 S M 16T AR AR L T 07

8. &t

RETE CT M NH AL CT Bt AIAb 7S, EIRHI B 4R E RS H, 1£ CRC 297 h I E A K,
A B TR IR 77 BRI UG « FEFRAS IS T 200175, W] B B4R T 45 B 2 W kg
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5 T o IRHEsh; A Ea IS, BORE. Zeff SE2AS MR AR MBS Ja (02 W khe
WA TAL G bR e 727 TAREW NI, AEilZHS KRAS RS EEATREEMSI)IRE A
AMRNE s FEIRIT RN T, BEZRRETE CT S8ReAE B WAL T RO B Tm s Retl CT e
TORMIRI TN < DK RAR A ARIUHI VPG . AR (PPl gR gt T B AR B kAl . SR, H AT 2 80
DR E BT TT, Z g BT EAS WS, RKTR E L O RTIEVERT FE it — P IR IERETE CT
WG PRAE, IFE N TR REHESN HAE CRC FEHESYT IR -

SE
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