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Abstract

The global obesity epidemic is a major public health challenge. The long-standing screening tool,
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Body Mass Index (BMI), is limited in the era of precision medicine due to its inability to distinguish
fat from lean mass, ignore fat distribution heterogeneity, and vary across ethnicities. This review
outlines the paradigm shift in obesity diagnosis from BMI-centric to adiposity-centered assessment,
with a focus on the 2025 Lancet Commission’s novel “clinical obesity” framework. This framework
defines obesity as a chronic disease caused by excess adiposity, differentiates between pre-clinical
and clinical obesity, and shifts diagnosis from weight-focused to integrated adiposity and functional
evaluation. We appraise alternative metrics including body fat percentage, waist circumference,
waist-to-height ratio, and relative fat mass, clarify clinical implications of BMI-masked phenotypes
such as normal-weight obesity, and propose a tiered implementation pathway tailored to Chinese
populations to support precise obesity diagnosis.
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1. 518

JERECU K 21 20 ™ iR A S BAEBk 2 —. 2024 4 NCD XU R & I E4HI 5 1990~2022 4 3663
TUE T s, AR AR LS 25 2. 8.9 12), Tilit 2030 AEAERER AR L 11 14[1]. % 2025 4E
CAINH D) B HE L (a5, R R BRI PR B Ji 5B 5655 26.9%, EARBRI%E I (F4F 15.3% vs. Z4F 33.3%) [2].
VAR E AR AT (ARSI HE RS (2024)) K “PAEAEHAE” LIUTH), brdARRED e N N\ (g e E

R, HIAT LA BMI A% O 17 2 4 2 A7 4k DA 312 38 B 5 AR 5= R P [2]

S EfR S BMN)E AR R FriZ0 TR, @i & w54 E IE MRS AEREL3] [4]. WHO 1Y
KH BMI>30 kg/m? /EJ9i8 Y] a1, A T30 9N AR B3 FRAE U % 5>28 kg/m? [5]. 28T, BMI JGi% X
SRR SR ARG T3 A 0 5 ik, HAPAE B3 M 22 5 [4] [5], TERSUHEEIT 5 N RFR ™ &

45T BMI FEHR RR ) 5 ARG T 77 T R Gt w22, JERE2 e s 5 A4 . 2025 4F (Rt )Y &
B RS T RS S IR I R G, HEB) TN CAREPEAL 7 ) “ARIE S ThREVEAL 7 1%
AR[6]. DA LRid 2 A S RREL[7], = MRS I 5 21 1fn PR V& Hb 1) 56 88 5 A0 B8 A% 2 rp B NBEAR AL TE B
Nk, AREEREES p E AT B EAE, RAMIRTEAEAR, R ER RS, g R R R
B RS %,

2. BMI BYEPR &

BMI AT & w5, RBSAR Lo e i, AR R 2 Wi B [8]. Ho—, TBiEX 4 gl 5 WL
PI[4], FEURARESEC: S LA & B2 8 T e 2 B AR & e 1 1E 8 PR 3 AR (NWO)
NBEWIRI2[9]. WM ABEEIE R, 76 BMI IES 15 DFF, A 29.1%0 MR N NWO R 54
(1015 1A A s T AR AL T 5t v WU -7 PN TSI 5 8 B P P IR i PN U I I B A1 5 11 7.06 £ [11], $o
BMI ik AR S e AR . L=, Tk iR i A [8]. AR TR i Ae Sk A7 A, LRI B E
Fevhog TARUNETE 5 B RE[12]. B TTRM], JEUE LE(WHR) A i b (WHER) A i bx, 72 TR fs o o0
MBI SN FITh e T B &0 T BMI[13]-[15], HAZHZE “JEpEEe” FH[16] [17]. X2
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Sk
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N

RN “HabE” b R R” BORHE. H =, fRAEMB R, MEAEE ST, W AR BMI
WEMT BFN[18], H E S5t B ) 58>28 kg/m? [19].

25 1, BMIAE S WAL A4 o5 BHAS 5T 77 T 1R s 22 45 FG R R 2 7 I ARIKDIE ST, B e shi2 v 20 1m) “ iR
055340 S DyRE A 07 HAY,

3.2025 £F (HIM7]) HEH: FEBHSHTRISEREM

£ BMI JRERTERI SR T, 2025 4 (I JTT) BE AR5 A 0l r 22 o hc A 7 AR AR, et
PEZ I “URE A E [ “BIRiIT 7 B MI[6]. ZILIRG 58 1 £ R R R IEHE, O
CWERN RERE T HR RN EER B RESRE .

3.1. XoriiaPRETAREE S s PR AR B

HHEZAR I & B DhRESA T BOH T,  WIRA 1 I PR AT IEAE 55 PRI A — ik [6]. A& 48 A7 B s
BPVE AR TR A B D RERERT, BRI AMAPOR XS OB Th e, PRI O & 1, 58 e
SCA— MG MEREAT PEBORRGS, RHER BRI C EE B4, SEaiUARBEIDIRN WS E. 1
MO T ARG BMIEIEIX > “ i ABRALRE” 5 “ARMAR s R MR, it TR Y= . AROR M T
RESE RS PP B, DAL A TR) AR B TS 2

3.2. ALisHnE

HHEZA RS 1 AR BMI IR L2 it Re (L&) 1), R i WImadR . BMI ATy ARG
BETH, mAMACEKEE. Brr2EiEemm k. B0, AT E, FildERl A
- (i DXAL BIA), BREDLE G — I MR 0 A AR A (B B B L), JRIRE
NHERE RV AT 25 00, PGB Thaemns, & RaiFa ol A M. EEILASE VKR
Girh R AL L B R B DI RER T o AP HE RN 2 I, AT 2 D i AR R[] [7]. X —iftAE
HtR 7RI 2 TR “REd & ) S8R “ThResR " ), SEEL AN “RUARE gL B« DU
Nl AR

f HER: Ml X5 \ / 2025 Wi JJHESE \ / FE: ZEIHE \

BMI I &
DXA/BIA
B2 BF%

LB U | R

RRUE
ﬂ JEF we/fE R WHR

[ I PR A B ]

Riz: Nwo ARHH
wiZ: BILAEAR xR R E RFM

- 2N 2N /

Figure 1. Paradigm shift in obesity diagnosis
B 1. BERiSHT e E

3.3. 2Bk S P ENERE
HESRA ZBAFNIGAE : N BHTARAE ST, IR PRAERERS H 2 BMI 58 X7 38.5%% % 10.3%, IIfn/RAEAE
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M BMI 32 S 38.5%% 25 10.3%, 4 13T 3/4 BMI B Fs# B B2 W, RIS H 11.0%4% BMI
TR R AERE AFE[6], AR 7RIESE BMI FIEETC: ShEIRAZIH, iE 20% BMI 23~24.9 kg/m? AHf K
2y 2%[1 BMI < 18.5 kg/m? A HF T A2 I AR HEJEBR 1 [20] - % )N P P 17 /11 R JES JRE 5805 2649 il ik
31.2%/36.6%, i#H WHO FrifEfL 5 9% [21].

AT R, ZHELEAE BMI i SR LB 2 W EC A . A AL 9.48%1) Ltk 3]
BMI > 28 kg/m? [ E, 1 70.07%1) & PEAR G & 4 ELiB bR, NWO EI IS 31.57% [22]. 4% s
33.9% M NAFAENG T L &, Horf 26.9%FF & “InRIEHE” 2W1[6] [23]. FRUEdE —BERY, [ BMI AR
RIS KB e A B

SeAh, FrEALE RS DR EE R, ATA R BRI AR GO SR A 7T RR A R 3 A5 H e
JHE S it AAH G BRI SRAE “IRIRAERE” BEARSS, RS it XU 3% 9 A I IEAH 5 [24], GIESE T
TZHE BRI 5 A P s B 25502 D A

BTSSR, 2SR TE AT A = KBRS AR R v PR AT DG 8 B 400 1R VA R S e R
PRSI A S 3 v T — BMILIEE s AT K% T Rl e i 0 26 S0 N R 473 75 B8 22 B s e [6] 7]

4. FFE R IERR

2025 5 (Mt JT) HESLHS LS T B — (AR L e 1 “HE R & + S E DIRERE " AXE I
fti[6]o X V3 FAY EOR PP TR AENE RS R Be AR A & . A S o v SARUHE 1 . 2l EE BMI
Tk R IR LRI S /oK, R ZUEZ AT R . AL IRYE Bk e FTERAEIE S PA2
Treg” hRifE, L DL RO B AR AR (LA 1),

4.1. {FBEE5TEE(BF%)

BFY%ZH it R ML REA B e dn, T EERMARN IR &R, BRNHEE X LRI (DXA) 2
IRZ b, HZBRT RA: AW BT 53 B (BIA) A (8 (58 43 1 s o RS 25 1) 2 e [25] . BF %2 1R
) BRI L R oeh T E, ST M AEE “A BMI. mfigli 7 $54E, 75 H% WHO @IS >25%,
% >35%) [26]. HHE RN, 29 18.3%M BMI IEH 5 PS8 NWO, AR W7 iR R B 5 AR XU S5 AT
AR [27]. [Kt, BFWEMAE LRI SARE N, Buds T A LB 1) 5.

4.2. FEE(WC)

P B D I A R W (ORI AR 26, 8 TN o ML A e AR 9 RS 75 Tl 457 - BMIL [13] o [ de 7 4
FI R S5PE > 90 em. et > 85 em E N L PENEIEBIAE, BRI bR, AREL 1RSI A R
IIATRFAE A& AR [2] BEFE I E R AR, NS TIE A SRR, BOHIZ BT A X 2
fpRaE TR . FLwiae o4e b )Lz Al rh 248 AR 28 A5 3 7870 10 1IE[ 28]

4.3. BE(WHLR)

WHIR & 15 F [H BRI R HEFR ) i = de br, HAZ OMHALE T 4 — B B{E (20.50), FEAANZER . M7
MGG & EF PR, HEMEE[13]. MBS FTUESE, WHR 78 0o i 3 44 e RS T
HEZNLT BMI FAEREI[29]. HAERE ANBEF A FGRF PO ERE SR R Y, THEATHX X
K IETH AL
4.4. BRI RE(RFM)

RFM & ¥ M PEIR i H A, NFH S EAEE 5, 25 DXA SR BFY%MH MRS, HEE
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B o =LA 2 ANBER BMIRI2 A E[30]. T ER, RFM JR&THE & 2 TR FR A0 ) 3208 1
MFEFRHFR[31] [32]. ik, RFM H AiHEZ K FAR N ) BA S 56 10E Heize B0 I 435 J3 TR 2% e, Aok 75 N5
A H R R B DU ST HAE TN B R B ST A2 AR
4.5. ¥WESBITHEE

25 EPNR (L 1), FIRIEFFMARLEERHN T BMI [EG: BFWHASL 7 “Je it &” AR, WC
A WHR BiE TEURI “Hhb a7 , RFRMRIET “DUAERTE” o AR ERTMAREF, BER
] WC/WHIR 5 BF% (8§ RFM), ]2 Z4THF NWO 55 1k I i 10 HERR (iR I BE 17, 7% S 2025
NI TT) HESESR AL D) SR AT B R B4R

Table 1. Emerging obesity metrics beyond BMI: characteristics and applicability in Asian populations
7 1. BE BMI BFT4 AR BT R R AR FREXTEE S TS R 14

iz eI i # vs BMI JRPR S Y0/ PR FERIE 3
BF% (&l DXA (&#7)/BIA  HEEMEHEE: B R&WKEL F HE 5 NOW =~ 18% [18]; VF.
H k) (i) % NWO R R A WAL BMI 75 BF% [16]

. o SR REAE T LT IR A b EY) A >90cm & >85
WC (IEFH)  HORBACE Wl CVD/MetS 1. cm [2]

Gi—1) 5 >050; BE s

WHtR (& . o e p THER WC g PR A SIS IE TR C 1 AR
) WC/& & W SRR E s o EIMetS [29]

¥ BMIWC T cvp

X WC+ &&; LA
=T 5 DXABF%
AHR

RFM (#%}  64-20 x (H/WC) £
femimia)  PERI

FOEMHMFREZL o E OA AR RFM LT BMI
S E TIN5 1R E (%) [28]

46. 3 RICHET SIS LRARE

KA WC. WHtR. BF% & RFM SE4BARTERL S FiREN T BMI FIEREE, HEIEREZ ZRET R RS,
W AE TR BRI 2 5 & 58 5 1 L B TV L S AT, T WA R i . 6T IR AR AR )
YRS DAGT R, ASCRHE—F WXV - BRS8N - =H#02” f=%50 ZiskiS5%
AR (LI 2),  DASEI0 MRS HE I3 25 RS 1297 [ PR T

5. WitSlIEKRELRE
5.1. BLRIASIERKE R

KRERR R GUREL 1 HEREZ W« LL BMI yrbits” [ “ DUAIR A% 07 (Y RE K . 2025 4 (R 7))
HE SR Y 72 L A J i — o by A o B 3 3 B B 400 3 IR AR DR [6] o IR S, P4l BMI BRI AL
TP “A% BMIL wfig ;7 XU, SC5 R AL NV, IRl S 2RI T2 : NWO
RTFL 2, LR RE R A e S AN AR R N B 78 77 S

fEILT 5 F, BF%. WC. WHIR Jz RFM S MR IR R 1 2 4EPPA IR R IO . BESRAN 7 BMIK
AWz, B0y M) FTHESR A RV G O 1 I AT B A2

5.2. RIRMESHEBEDE
o AP A E M FE SR BRI S B E R T R BRSBTS AR PR S e i H Pk A
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Figure 2. Tiered diagnostic and referral model for clinical practice

B 2 RS SHISRBARE

FEFLI - 3 P 2 £ NG R G D9 R (25 1) S YR T AR I B LEF ZE4L), LI MRI S5 mif T8
VLR U S [6]. R RMIRIESE AL . RV I AR 7T Bon HBUEE L T BMIL, (HILA BIEZEA
P75 BAS[18] . M5 11 23 EE5 P AR g A7 T AR 75 A 4 B 403 T AR S BRUELAE A R N R IR AR AR B 25 22 0, IR AR
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53. REFE

*%ﬁﬁ%ﬁ%%ﬂ%%ﬂﬁmo%ﬁ“ﬁf%%”# DRFIR, BEAWHY . BEARAY R
WAL RS VE > 5 4R AR[34], R “ AR AL D RERERS 7 X — 2 B F AT IR FORES, SEELAOR & B
[ JRUSE T F) 5 1 BT A% 6] o

TRITRIERIE R AR RATE S TR . SRR IR RS, E I N TR R B . h
R BIA TS RE SR R AE b S B SR B 2me, TETHERE 5 5P IE[35] .

=R G AYSERERR. HFERBUEVIR, A0 R BUE 2 A2 Wibs i,
IR LA DO REFE AR AN A NEEVEAL,  SEBLWAE 2 T [36]
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