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Abstract

Epilepsy is one of the most common chronic neurological disorders worldwide. Its core pathophysiol-
ogy is not merely abnormal neuronal firing, but a dynamic process driven by excitation/inhibition
imbalance, neuroinflammation, glial responses, blood-brain barrier disruption, oxidative stress,
cell death, gut-brain axis dysregulation, and large-scale brain network reconfiguration. Although cur-
rent antiseizure medications effectively control seizures in a subset of patients, approximately one-
third develop drug-resistant epilepsy. Moreover, comorbidities such as cognitive impairment, anxiety,
depression, hippocampal neuronal loss, and diminished quality of life remain inadequately addressed
by existing therapeutic strategies. Chinese herbal formulas, single herbs, and their bioactive constitu-
ents exhibit synergistic regulation with multi-component, multi-target, and multi-pathway features. In
recent years, they have shown renewed research value in seizure control, anti-epileptogenesis, hippo-
campal neuroprotection, glial modulation, and gut-brain axis intervention. This review focuses on the
“neuroinflammation, glial remodeling, gut-brain axis” and systematically examines the frontier ad-
vances in traditional Chinese medicine for epilepsy from 2022 to 2025. We highlight the pharmaco-
logical mechanisms of representative formulas containing Gastrodia elata, Uncaria rhynchophylla,
Acorus tatarinowii, Scutellaria baicalensis, Coptis chinensis, Salvia miltiorrhiza, and Lycium barba-
rum, as well as active ingredients including gastrodin, rhynchophylline, a-asarone, baicalin/bai-
calein, berberine and quercetin. Available evidence suggests that Chinese herbal interventions may
exert antiseizure and neuroprotective effects through restoring GABA /glutamate homeostasis, sup-
pressing IL-13/HMGB1/TLR4 /NF-kB and NLRP3 inflammasome pathways, modulating the A1-like/A2-
like functional states of astrocytes, reducing ferroptosis and pyroptosis, improving the microbiota-li-
pid metabolism axis, and preserving blood-brain barrier integrity. However, key translational bottle-
necks remain, including the quality of clinical evidence, quality control of medicinal materials, material
basis of formulas, pharmacokinetics, drug-drug interactions, and long-term safety. Future research
should prioritize standardized animal models, continuous electroencephalographic monitoring, multi-
omics integration, single-cell and spatial omics, real-world studies, and high-quality randomized con-
trolled trials, so as to advance traditional Chinese medicine from empirical adjunctive therapy toward
mechanistically defined, evidence-based, and translatable disease-modifying strategies for epilepsy.
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SR P AR TORNE R, 2 BRZYHE 5000 J50N B O ) 2 B E IR M 2 RGN 2 —[1]:
FE T A BRTF TR ARG it — D3R, 2021 R4 B0 0% AR 8 5170 5, H4k Kk MR
ARBEN 200 B UE 0 1 R e S5 DR 2 T R 2 3G I [2] . BRARPUUI /& 1E 259 (anti-seizure med-
ications, ASMs) ATl 1 I T NS . 45iEIE . GABA REfLi oS @R BE M AT MERR IR AR RS, (HILEFH
PR e IR, SRR AR WAL, A A RE AT SR B AR . SRR,
TSR TE T DA 70 s, HERR RO R A O 28 S AE S AE R, o Tk e R A . ik
TBIT 5 % PRI RAEFE #5305 15 B 3 35 X [3]. Perucca Z5[4]. Auvin £5[5] /% Sander Z5[6]3445 !,
ZIPHMEVR TR AR I PRYATT RO S5 5, S0 I T kE 4t . AN . SORETMOA SR . I 5 f A
YIS RGE 2 Z R L REER .

A, WAL RO BN “ME it ” Fim R TT - IR - Gk - AU
47 G REY P02 JERERN N AT PR R A BRIAEL (3t S R A RO H IR DR Bl R AR i BRI e D) 24 B A [ 7]-[1.2] 5
mMTOR. IL-13. HMGBL/TLR4. NF-xB. NLRP3 #HE/MA. FMAZINE . BRFETRIAE T 265 5 10 B A 0t
TR A I FE R B A AR AL 13]-[32] 0 b AN, R TR U3 40 ML AN T MR S 43 I A 2 L, 1 oo 4
ZEph. BRI, FLERACH . RALTTIEME RS . AQPA/KIrA. 1 ThfE . AR TRIR LK Al-like/A2-like
IHRERAS 305 5 R N 45 TE B [15]-[21] . I Ts B F S AR A g N s BEAE S, R 3R AL vl il i
FRENEIIRR . R RRITER . MRS God2e 9 RE I 57 B 52 0 o % a5 P4 [33]-[39] 0 X LEHTIA IR
VARRETE 2 Y= R L R i

HHEE 25697 R B IS AT 5, AEGRZ N “IRG K B i T RiE, SRIASFAFE R AT
75 G ML . SRR IE 2. AR, MEMSAIY. 2%, AR TFMBIEHEARRIK
&, v 2 HUmR I T 2R BT RAOW S [ AL B AR SR I . 2022~2025 4R R R 2GR SRR
WU R, RIREIBEIK . SEEHB TR, RO . Wi TT . BERIREE. WQPR JTIEL L RIRER .
FEOR . oGk BRI, FESE. ATZGE . RO 2 SR 5 PUBR B & R
[40]-[70]o ASCIRAE “ 2@ A JE - IR AN E 28 - Faln by 7o~ X — Ry s 1A, X R
BOCHREAT R G VTIR, DU NG 82 R 2500 110 25 W0t A p R i
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tion astrocyte microglia gut microbiota” “ferroptosis pyroptosis gastrodin rhynchophyl-
line” “baicalein” “berberine” “Acorus” &38|, /e Z PubMed. PMC. Web of Science 7] 2 JiH T
T+ Nature/Springer. Frontiers. Lancet 251 M A ST CE I 2 . s IB) AR 52 A 2022 4 1 A & 2025 4F 12
H, R OR B DB B 2 SO TR g « WA SCIRR I U HE RS Z5I8 . AURYEERIA . HLdIBTFE. 3
YIscss . 2. MR ZEERT FURIIRIR RGN . BT 25307 B 14 e ot B AL HEER 75 PR
ASCAHAT & Meta 2087, TR AL S A AUA TR SRARNESS, OHIES & ] B MR AR T 4%
AT
3. PEETrRWMIIRRIBER: MEBR—ZEEHIBIERE M

45 ASMs T [ Ge “M e XamtE” wit, Flansg s GABA REFIH . i vy I 42 SN e i Bl i
T ORI o AR 25 HME VA PRI 1) R AR R B, B — B B — A2 AR T TUME DA 55 18 M
(o 7e Bm B 28 [4]-[6] [71]. WA A )G, REKREAHSFES CAL. CA3 Jikikinlthes ofifh, fedt
BEELTYE ZF . RAE AR IR [F NPT TR P R AR AN A S e % 2
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BB R T, Al R AN A K AL TR E RAPIRAS[7]-[12] 0 X Ah SAEFF AR ai gk A 45 1%, Tl i id 2
BRRAIRFIE. GABA ZIRIHE. NMDA SZARBERRIL . Lk 57 b il P A s 7R S LS Sin K A

REFERIRG ST TP RIS AT HAPIrA U ASMs, e T HATREEE “ 2o - LA -
ZIHAT TR RIT I L . BT AT RN AT RN AURITE 45, SRR 2. I ALSR
ZyRAb R A 2y, HLEULG B RN HOG N T B T IEIE T JUR . JUEAL. PUNE R, deR kiR
T RE 17 38 R R S5 22 J2 A FH [40]-[43] 01X s S0 (0 19X 28 P00 AR 32 o JU LA 18 1A
ANZGWIAEIG PR, AR SO ARSI A2 T0 R A SN S 3K R ) Rl R 3t e B 2%
2 RE RN PR A FAiy IF i e e A e, I BERIE “ izt HAw.

4. ERMFER: NRWHBSEFNHIREN

RIRERIOR PR “FHEX” ERARERDT, WHTHHE LT, KahdE. KmEiReirE. 5
PEFZIRIT T B, R R MR AL 7 T R BRED RE IR S R i IR AL B A% DA, R “ BXALIE”
BB IR YT N (1) B AL T AR (48] IIARZGELE, KIR. B9k 355 Ha TS5 24909 X B GABA R
W BEBRSZ I PR PR SEER . Tao S5[42] 8548 H, RIREIBEIRILS ASMs 7E
oI RAIE 78 i m] BRAR R AR AR . SRR ARV i &, (HILESR F Bk A AR RN, Wit EA R
MR FE, AT A BN XUE FI I BE VT 30 00E

BRI HE AR E AR T “UEFFE . BIRUEE. WGBS " ME AIRTE. M52/ 575t
PR HR R, BRI 7 T AEE TS PIBK-Akt. MAPK. TNF. [L-17. &5 57 5 fid A0 40 By 125 38 % T T
FREL[49]. SRR AL, BT IR AAE T T IR R FUSE 25, (AR TYI R A 2 2% A
Ry 5 5 K ANIE  29W0AH BAE FAME LAY 43 14 R 6 IR 2 (Xianyu capsule) B FT 8 AR A%, H 2025
SEZ W EERE TR R, 1% 77 A VR T B AR I R P G - VT R A RO AR A & SOE
FH B R AR S [50]. XK TAER R, AR PURIRTT Ol MR AR B0 e “wHE -
U - FE - B FEA ML

Il ARUESE J5 T, Zhao Z5E[441%F 20 JBEHLNS FEIREE . 1830 XA M &3 3T R A VEN, R 24
BkA AEDs 5 AEDs . AT FRAICH &R AE A AN H s 0 38, FEOSGR AR VS L&, [RIINAS R 3R R AR R B
TEGNNHIE T A AERENLAL . BV T R i 2 M 25 55 e . Cadl S5 [45]%F WQPR VA7 UM 1) R 4e v
W38 s AT RESE R RV %R Wb RAE A RN RS 1], (H R SR TR BT . B Al
NIEAEIG R FHESE, Xue Z5[46]F1 Su 25 [47] VR AT B A A 2459677 J5 R M B A 0 e s A0 ) L 2S00 114
AR S et XU EGE, P EAEIGRM G h BAAW ), REE E by e R b A
HIHEZER,

5. BRASEMMS: SHSAMBMAYLMNEERR

TR L T B 73 KRR ER 2 T G BRI T 78 AP IESE BN S RO 5. Dai S5 [5114 I8 R R 2 Al ke
- ILF R B SAIFE K SE Ja I RAEMMT;  Zhou S5 [52]HE— D H7R KR R 7T 508 S 90 M 50
P2t IR B AR AR T T AL RO RAEZK T L30T Yang SF[S3]7EHE — UL 2 ft i o 152
R LR R R AT 4G 58 GABA BEML 15 I M A BE Ik 2025 4F 56T RERMP L 25 B E I O ZRik TR i, R
R B KRR R B T GABAIREIRTT. HLdb. HL . PUl T MIBEE ph g vl Bk AT AE M [54]
U, RIRERATHEAN “Hid RS + RAERE + ARy = SR RACRIEF 28k, R, M
WIT KA LR R IR R, AREOURIESNIBR rp 252045 R, IER5 R N 2 5. I 2300 A AR
UPRFE . B 25BN /1A TR, RRRE AT DR IR SO T2 0 A, R4 24 5 ORI TR P BV AT 72 i 41
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IR 2, B/ AT EEGIADS A B B SRR 25 L R B S A O AN BRAR, L AR
AR [ I 52 8 PRI B A i R Y (HBA) 2% 55 (KI5 MA[55] - RItL,  “ RIRRBEREHE AN 41417
J&T B2 RE) 2 SRIRUESE, T I B B AR TR P B AR SO AR L WS S e
FEREA . A B R - RN R R AF PRI

Table 1. Comparison of pharmacological actions among TCM ingredients

1L NEIFHRSNEEIEREER

2R FEFESBER TEYERERY HRME CHER
KR 2 GABA ﬁé%ﬁx‘ﬁ‘% iR AN Li-Pilo. PTZ. SE fi BRE RAEANG S, SeEiA [51]-[55]
BT g3l
NMDA 3Z4k. Nav1.6. IL- . e PEIRMEMEE RE, BAEX
el Al 2 14/BDNF/TLR KA. pilocarpine #i#! R [40] [58]
- GABA #%lff. GABA_A. i FERTERI . PR A ™
S ) S - ey ]
A Eibla- 2 NMDA. {LifHi-4 PTZ KA IREEBE 0 Cmnescanw 001 7]
XL K NLRP3/GSDMD. NF-xB. JLEET: Li-Pilo SE ##i % bt SE. WERME T [59] [60]
g ey IR Al ACH . PIRAPIA KA 2. TLE B 5217 fh 5 B il 1%
HEVEL/INBET i B o [61]-[63]
i 7 Jios R - ISR - M4 980 Li-Pilo SUHEEUN 2 A% E7 2 HFWIFFARFREH AL [50]
Wz NURPOINFBy SR, ST\ ) petmsemte g, Bisib. sasilknibs [64]-[69]

JeAETS

T R CHEIUHME” SRR 2R SEALEE T, AR T SRR T HESE

TR AN R 5 NMDA 2244 BliE FI & JOEA G . BEAIE SRR, AR SR U B B TR it m]
IEE KA B S R s S T, I+ N IL-158. BDNF. TLR AH 56 28 5E A1 45 P45 5 [40] [58]. Sun
E[40]L7 848 Y, B RETI AT e Navl.6 {1280 FIi Al NMDA 520K FELIL, 33X 59000 10 28 70 57 1 %
BB VIR O A B S HL o-40-F ik a-asaronol 1 B HR M HUB IR B 78 2 Al . Zhao £ [56] 27k a-asaronol
A GEK PTZ V55 RAEAR I BRAR R A ™ BB ;. Chen Z5[5714E 2025 fE4RIE 7 & T 7] 003 PTZ I8 K B
RAFEARIAFREL AL, H5 GABA F 2 B S AR R A DG, X Ee8E JR, & IT 55 K40 fE
T 20 AR L I 5 2 3 R 2 X 2 M R AR, R o -2 S Tk () TS A B PR AN 22 A T AT 75
RPN

HEE M OGR4 « PUEE T RIPUUN 1) S 2ok IR . Wu 25 [59]7E 2025 fERIE T %
FAEKE - ILE R 5T SE KORAETERIA, S8 miin & e : Kang S8[60]1F — 2 R, 3Rl
il NLRP3/GSDMD £: 123 B 845 SE /NRAHZCHi i BOEA/NEERRUAAIL T “ iy — g AR - w4
GRRE” JT MM . Dai SE[611 I, /INEER AT 3E ik 5 9 i 1 B AR DG T AR IR KA 5 5 SR
RAE: Jivad £[62]F1 Alsfouk SF[63]H NP . PLA . PUR TR LRI A LS4 T /NEERRAE v 1
SR R PR 1 T T A A B . R TN AR B B R i TE B R T R 0, AR R A
ATREFHA R T P EHEAE R, PETAME AR - S (5 50 I Mt M i IR B 12 (0L 32 1)

St A 2253 e 3t S R B AR DT T PUUIR Y 0 o Mt R R AE KA REES 5 R 9 AH DG R AR AR A
AIBEARARZ TOAE T AL RIOR A0 [ VL [64] [65]; W28 2 B 220t S $8 7 3 0% Pt B2 3R IS ik e S5 i oy
A B I 22 I S R FR N A DI K [66] o T A R N BRI B R A BB A IS I, Lu SE[67]F NI & T BE i
B Y GABA REIREEHNHIEIN A, (HHFMHRA, IR R IME . KR @Y

DOI: 10.12677/acm.2026.1693107 798 I IR 2= =23t e


https://doi.org/10.12677/acm.2026.1693107

SEEE

NRP2/NF-xB %l AR S AL N BT 28 S FE[68]. I S B ZRAN R AR A W s iR it — 2Dk, MEYRIEL &
Yyaldid GABA /&, NMDA 24k, fhiliE . RIER T AR KR Th RE 2 3811 S 5 HUE0wE 2
[69] [70] (.32 1).

6. WEKRESRRAMELE: FHHTRBRZLANERESR

PRZS JORE R4 SO AT 9T h R BRI 77 1712 — . Dingledine 25[7]36 H, SR AE S MPZ SO0 Ko/
ICRAL BRI AN N R 8 a0 B A G A i S 2 R AR A, BT TR IL-18+ TNF-a.
IL-6+ HMGBL. &1k [H 7 FIAMA 7> T, 25078 5 fl A 326 R I fii B¢ B Th e o Sanz S5 [8]HH Li [0k — b i,
RAERE P RAE S, W] RO SRR AERIE . RIFERN R A . BRI, SRR LRI RS
REEAERFIWT I R AEAE IR 2. 1, IL-18/TLRA/NF-xB. NLRP3/GSDMD 4@ &£ 504 SE Fifl
BARZML S, EARE RAGEETHOEY, BIXIEAEWREFTE LU R 0135 CgiE B2 h 2
LA A HORE Ao N T I 5% 2 B AR BT YR A A S A R, L B S R R A R S A
BRI ERAELE RIX TR R “IRik il B 5e - #R 455 - Mgl - MR - RAEERM” B
SEREDRI BT, A RN FLRR % i T A BE B .

B TR o 44T A 2 v 250 9 A 5 0 9 285 s Pk () DG B4 B - Veezzani %[ 15] Hayatdavoudi %5[16]
F1 Carcak SF[17]¥5mA, B IMHAH M AT S A B . B ek AR REAN SRE(E 5 s B
SEMRIR MR 26 . 2025 AR AH SCHIF 78— 5 102 TR e I 0 P A RIS RN 4 28 90 Ik 2R B 25 W s v MR [20] . 4R
i, HECKERAH AT 2Ed GFAP. Ibal SEH/NMbr B H b i 40 Hvd At 31X X Re Ul B 40 MOIRES
RABAE, MARIEN DB CAWE . X TR, RN — PR EAAT2. Kird.1l. AQP4
WPE A BRI B FARAS s X T/ R AN, WSS & RIE R 7 AW Th RE AN Ll % SRR E AT 255
P e RAMN “RIBBW” R “AMThBe ", A fe B EIE B o 2450 15 0 A P B 2 B A e A 1
7. Bl KRERESHPAEFINRGEIE

i i et L R VA T B Y477 1) o Zhu Z5[33] Li 25[34] 45 1 il Bt 4 s . AR, N
3 UA R RA A A 2208 B R U R E B s Yang ZF[35]11) Meta 43 AT HE s VA MR BB B T 45 R A A A
MNAFIERE Z 5 Mousavi ZF[36]HE—BHaH, WiW B PR R A K FH BT RE . AR TEE 5H £
Bl SR AEVER. RE A HLRSE sy, U, A2 R34 S i R A DDA G, R I i el T e
ST AR TR AN T 2B R OB

i 6 R HE RN/ NBERRATT 0 O iX — 5 44 7 EBIEHE . Yu ZE[501@ 5 £ 41 2 R R 2 v] 1 i iE
PR AERT LIS AR DA, AT it — DT 2 R O RS 28 (1 e 22 5 R AN H i Bl S AR 70 Dai S5 [61]1F
A /N BRE R Ao g T A A OC i o A R IR KA IR KA. 5 2 AHRERE, ketogenic diet fiff 5% 1 i
7, W R R A RN B A B ATE R, Ozcan £5[39]7F Nature Communications $53E A 5] Il & A
FA R T I 77 P E A AT 4 B A B R AR A A BT R AR SR . BHEHED, R E AR ST, &R
JCEARI DA e T A & s, PRI SR BRI — R0 - 2 — M Ay PEREE AT A U T 28

8. ImPRATIRIRE 5 A SRR (L HbAR

AN [ S A RS R AL PR 2 O IR T AN [T, T AN SE BRI . DR, P 25T
B FEAN BERE A AT B S A R v (10 B P 5 R B 55 ) W AT 28 24 T AR R 4 PTZ A S B R R
KRG . KA R, A - DL R AR L (b s SR DL R st A PO AR A, L L B
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FRAE. 12 MEAGRR BRI ASMs (K SLIAATE R 22 5 . o, PTZ ARG & 25 30k, (HHE
TR Al SR IR S B, DRI SRR — 2 AE PTZ B rp GE KR ARV AR B BRI VR 4, B MR S5 2
ESCH “HUIERYPE ISR ", MANRE EAERR A “BUBN B “BRRETE” o A, KA FI Li-Pilo #E%YEE
IR SE iR PE B AKVERAE. WA 0 B RAIRE SR, R B3 & U0 0E Hh 24 2 15 5 W i A
F, R AR R Bt 5 A B 5 P B S A A

BRI, RRAF TN RS “ 2 PETIE - 18P - HLEISE - 2580 1% - 24 - IIRIIE” 4
F o 2 A A . B SE R PTZ 80 MES #FATRIE R/ W10 B 7E KA B Li-Pilo 12V thPFAT B
KRN DR E RS SO, D8 A MYk R PKIPD i € A AR R fJaid
KA 5% H ASMs BEE H AR TP IRIR T AT M. RAEZ AR 4G 31— 85 8, B
2R R S Y R B RO RET, A RESRE S AN 4 R ) NN R A R T

9. MEREIR S

UG AR AR 2590 TR S KR, (HENA R SCI Rk P& T B SR S 58 5, 757 IEALJL
AN KB B—, KR ATREA L. A RATN IR P ATE ASMs 1] REFER R AESR I DA
BN, (HF 22 R0 B = PERS AL . WUE A IC R BE A Bl B AK ARG 17, GRADE i 4 5 & (i 1k [44]-
[47]. BB, EHMFIEMAE . RIS EA, MkER MEDE $J—ITE 2= A5 &
BRI TR T . BB =, AR SIERN R B A L . U2 R EAR S S R R A
L RE I BV X G RO B M AR 78 o e B 550U, i 245-ASMs AHELIE AR 75 22 R 40 iEAs, J0H
JEXF CYP450. P-gp. UGT Al 2K (A 45 & B 5 0

TEULSERS b, JE RN SR FANSCHE ), B “HLHNIEE SS90 — 507 o B AT BF 05 ) 2 24 32
O3 T3 B T 5 S S 5 v )R A R IA AR AL [F] —E 88 2 18, 5 5 i iU B R . Aok &b
FISZIGHF TN BIRA X 43 1) TRETN: 2) ARAMEMISEES: 3) SESIYITY; 4) 1SS, 5) A
FTEREAEIAE; 6) AR PK FIGRIRIE . HA A1, 0 4% S0 Fn s 5 A 5 50 UE A B,
A BAG 5 v ) R SRE I R

10. REKFFME: MEL 7T EIHHIRRTE IR RIS R

rh 2 HUR BT 70K R RS A B AE “ R D RAE Y X B ), T B 2 G e A BE R
KA IR AL . BRI L A 2 I 1 RS B K AR TR B . RS R DY AN T [
B H—, A MRERSC - B - HARSRA - X - RPEREY MIMLEIEE S, HE SO R R IR 4
M SR TR AN . PR AR AR e 2 T S A B E A s L, DA 2R R RN R 5 W TR R AR
BTGy, WHEMBIY. T X DARTS/CETSA 254 00 F B AR R I B2 A 5, H =,
1) FH B2 it 2 s 4R 23 ) 40 2% 4 7 o 25 R s AL TR B I I s A 4s s DY, FJEAFA CONSORT #r
HE (1) 22 HhC BE AL RIS AN Bt St 78, BN DO R AL S [RUE (g FUAS [R5 91 2R3 T 3R
A N o R T R A, 22 2H R AN 2% 245 3 2 A RO WL B 98 A 4 R, T AR R ORI E AL
RRRH T - SCER IR - IR0 - RN R RIBRAT: 1 S o ) 28 24 38 22 R i 20 R I e
IR, P 4H A ER SN A S I g UE G B AR AL, B S R R S AR R ) DR R R e e Ak gk
AT RIS AUE, 5 J5 ZEAS [ A5 8 o B 0 OC B A5 IR o SR ) IR 0 B LU PR 0 398 o o) 4 2 3 2 B R
AAYIRT .

ERAAENLR E, PR RE - IR BTAH M E R - i AT R S Rk 2R T R AR Se BT T 2.
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