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Abstract

Objective: To visually study the literature related to alcoholic liver injury and traditional Chinese
medicine treatment, and to analyze the research status, research hotspots and trends in this field.
Methods: Relevant literatures included in CNKI database from January 1994 to July 2026 were
searched, and CiteSpace 6.2.R3 software was used to conduct visual map analysis from the aspects
of author cooperation network, institutional cooperation network, keyword co-occurrence, keyword
clustering, keyword timeline, keyword burst and so on. Results: A total of 536 articles were included.
The annual number of publications showed a fluctuating growth trend and peaked in 2012. The core
authors are represented by Feng Qin, Zhao Wenxia, Li Junxiang, etc., but the overall density of the
author cooperation network is low, and the large-scale cooperation model has not yet been formed.
Among the research institutions, Beijing University of Chinese Medicine, Shanghai University of Chi-
nese Medicine and their affiliated medical institutions have made outstanding contributions. How-
ever, the between-agency between institutions is generally low, and cross-unit cooperation research
is insufficient. Keyword analysis showed that the research hotspots focused on alcoholic liver dis-
ease, traditional Chinese medicine therapy, traditional Chinese medicine, alcoholic liver injury, etc.
A total of 18 clusters were obtained by keyword cluster analysis, and the cluster structure was sig-
nificant and reasonable (Q = 0.8449, S = 0.9481). The results of keyword burst show that in recent
years, this field is undergoing a methodological transformation from traditional clinical efficacy ob-
servation to in-depth molecular mechanism research. Mechanism of action, network pharmacology,
data mining and traditional Chinese medicine compound have become emerging research hotspots.
Conclusion: The research on the prevention and treatment of alcoholic liver injury by traditional
Chinese medicine has entered a stage of stable development, but the collaboration between core
authors and institutions needs to be strengthened. Future research should further study the molec-
ular mechanism of traditional Chinese medicine in preventing and treating alcoholic liver injury,
and use emerging research technologies such as network pharmacology and data mining to deeply
explain the multi-target regulation mechanism of traditional Chinese medicine compound, so as to
provide reference for follow-up research.
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Figure 1. Statistics of the number of publications
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Figure 2. The author cooperation network diagram
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Table 2. Core research institutions in the top 10 of cooperation frequency
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Figure 3. Institutional cooperation network diagram
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Figure 4. Keyword co-occurrence network diagram
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Figure 8. Keyword emergent graph
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