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Abstract

Local immune activity contributes to the progression and rupture of coronary atherosclerotic
plaques, but conventional risk factors, blood biomarkers, and stenosis grading provide limited in-
formation about where that activity is occurring. The pericoronary fat attenuation index (FAI) ex-
tracts additional information from existing coronary computed tomography angiography (CCTA).
Inflammatory signals released by the arterial wall influence adipocyte maturation and the lipid-
water composition of adjacent fat, producing measurable shifts in CT attenuation and its radial dis-
tribution. FAI therefore represents an imaging readout of an inflammation-related local phenotype
rather than direct visualization of inflammatory cells. Published studies associate FAI with culprit
lesions in acute coronary syndromes, adverse plaque characteristics, and subsequent cardiovascu-
lar events; the metric may also refine assessment in patients without obstructive coronary disease.
This review examines the pathophysiological rationale, measurement workflow, principal clinical
evidence, possible uses, and practical limitations of FAI Although FAI broadens the functional in-
formation available from CCTA4, its value is affected by tube voltage, reconstruction technique, anat-
omy, and algorithmic correction. Study-specific thresholds should consequently not be transferred
between platforms without validation. Harmonized acquisition and analysis, external testing across
centres and populations, and prospective evidence that FAI-informed care improves outcomes are
needed before routine adoption.
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He TR BN BRI REAE AL A BR A I [E B UAR,  TCik MR BELROA T AE AT B FE R L UAS ) A i PR &5
o REEEALE NI Ja, PR AR L e S R AIE Nk e B S AR L et s  AREFFEERT, IR
FERZ LY e TR E 1L T B, iGN MAR S AF AT RE. CCTA fHIHRZ I . IR SRS, &)
FE P B R mE C RN E AR EN RS, BT AR BRSO IR % A P
HEEFATHIL) . I, A —KHE M CCTA RN SRAG AR H R AE LR, BT WA Bl RV 51 77 -

CCTA EUGH et J& IRy S it 7 IX P — /M WIER & o ML RERN A1 A I 7 T AR b b Bs, 3wl
55 ) WBARAT AT T s MU JOAE W] A8 BT R 07 240 M P 7 (RS AR DL S L 2R I T AN 7K 73 A A A e
A2, Antonopoulos 57 2017 R =4 CT HEJRM 2 WAL EIX —HLR, I3 g 2 46 4 (fat
attenuation index, FAI) [1]. FHHFFCRE e HHL A PR 2R AE {1 205 AT s P Wy TS Al T Aa RV o el ise
TOGE RN ATX 73 56 F IR 051127 CT A . 223 B [ IAL i FAL LURAZIEJE ) FAL Score, Ry = )15
AREAARE R I A AR

AT AET X FALX — ¥ A HEIm R ) G E bR St T &l R i 2. fi
% CCTA oy s alifide i vFAli (7 ShEE AN AW 2 R AU PPA LB A, FAL sy e 81 220 i e AR S0 ik =) 8 A (AR
PERIR o ASCHEST 7 AEERIHLE] L 0507 2 B PRUIE S A1 R B 2 SR i R e, REMEHG JLIR S, e e
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2. EMFEA: BRABMIEAMERIERN “TRF"
2.1. IEEE - BRRELKHI R =E T

17 F B s AL G A BOIRAS R RERE P AR IR RS i, 2 5 U 8 4 S JR i AR I T - Bk
BERE RIS, SN B0 LG 20 e Ak A0 B I R A B B A BT ATl o g A a2
SRS RE NG o XI55 — 77 1l LA Rl i A A L B, 53— T T HE AR AR, o 5 3 I A ) R O 4 PR 4
N BRI, RGN TR BT K A AP SR AR o A5 S i A LA B 1 1
s, DRI R A8 FRFAE R AR 2 A 23 AR [1] [2] -

FAI (G B FTIEE Y “ 8 R S 5 BB Tidsk. CT SHGER” o EMEMAZ U4
Ay, T BT AR T AL SO0 RAEFA AR B S SN . RIE, FAL 55 SREFR b P AR R 1015 2
JRPANA i BAERA ARSI R AR, 5 R A B ek . S HE AT BIRG M, {2 FAI
THRREA R AL A A, A2 DL € 2O A B A A

22.CT RBTUHEX

JEWTE CT %98 Hounsfield FA7(HU) & R, HUEE HAr T DB DX o 5T 5 5250w ) R Al i 4
i ST AR i s/ HKA R 8 22 )5, 13280 17 0 HU B3, LA—65 HU A1-80 HU M, Hif# 1£
B LW v, I 18 A W SO AR SR T 252 . T O S i IR EL IR L, e SO PR AR 75
G BUETH R (RN 7 AL LA B 28R RN W AE SR 55 -

3. FAI N E R ZESRETH
3.1 BEYBRrENX

e SO BR D DU SNEED N A, AN AN S R I B SE R B, MR IR
—190~-30 HU Y[ W I AE I 1A 3R [2]-[4] 2 Brsd SOnT s e A8 M 9 B, T B Se A sk, i 2
FIA e IR B0 I 3 S RAF X SRV R SO 1 4H a3 R BUR AR S5 M R EE 5 o A RBD K Bk I 1
PEEZ) 10 mm, FE 475 40 mm,  DLgi/b SRR S ATA o i BT 400 e R SOMI /e [\ e S [ R T EA
W, B3 W LS AR A R, 3 E A 5 R

ALPRRE — AR IR SE O Ik D 2B BR . B BERE BRI E . =4 S NENT AL H AR R IR A EE R
it RS CT A, i NERRPIR FHFEBGE, k@A aHlses s mEE. Hin FALSE
TRERET LI L AN [ S X RIREAT AR LA AL, H A 5 5L AR BE (K A2 AL [1] [3] - ARifEAL FAI Score
MBI E Rk, BREE@EI A KRR LR R HERERR, Ha G2 RIE MR IEK
F[51. PRI, BRAES I L FEREARE Y FALIZER, 35 HOEA IR Ty BANA, AR EAE I A — S o el
JRSE FHAH -

3.2. HMERNHERER

MR B B (AR AT AT # AT RECA AL FAL. 13RS A I Wl IS IR Iy CT AE B A A% 5 XF L FRI77] BE AT A
IS AR D T R A el L SR Ak RO R AR X 3. B, H iz, SREEESL. BEGES 500
S EPR R . PP B 2 BRI 22 R e R e T R s - A3 [6], At T
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W5 ) B A sk AR AR SR AR N BN [7] [8]. MV LN R R E A A T %, 2 ha0miH
U 7 S S B SO VFRRAR 6. SR 0 SN AR A

FIERAER B E IS R R N A RS BhE. BE. EER AR R iiEs). X
RSB B PG X TERICRIME A AR, TBOGRIE SN A2, & Ash B A F
Wi — Mg E EE N E LA R 2 FE— 8. RARL HU BUREET 722K, e/ 2 B AR
(I BL 2 A TE N BB IR BRAEL . REAHETT i) H A A S (O, RAEBREF IR G E 2 E S

3.3. B& FAI 9p Y CCTA BRBER DA

BRI T 32U S LA B FE 1Y) FAL 4b, CCTA I n] et & g i $R BUA R . TR S FIRAAR A0 445 E . 14
A R AR A AT SR AR T S W, T S PEAA A B Te R , (HH SRR R TS, I
Gy AL ORI TR FIBOGER X 8 SR o SR A N il s AR I B BT L TR SCERINBURHE,
T DABL 38 27 ST 556 17 05 4 2435 4iE (fat radiomic profile, FRP) . TS i S 240 20 50 7, FAL A S T84S
IEFE UK T BhAS RO, TSR AL I 7] RAE LT AL A i B B Y8, [RITTT T AEAD 78 FAL X181k 25 4 B AR 1)
Z| i [9] -

TRPEZE S PTAE AR R AR e — 72 B3 58 O R BNk 5 e o g s 23 0 ro ol 2R3 BRI T B
P, PABRAR N TAAE 4 m it S A B — B, AU R C Bor, B IR E TSR B T B 1 A
TEANBE L H 4> B2 A0 [10]. R = 4E W48 LR 1R 2 HEE, T 5 IR 28 s BiAL G AR 41
AE o T HNEARTE RN, X SR A B B IR R A T W2 S BT R 5 45 B R TR T A R
O ML A T 775 ABBRUEREARAT BR Al S REHH 1 2 I A R0 A 85 £ AR 228 55 R MG B 17 i s
R [11].

IR E SO B T, AR B AR, FAL4EEE(R. WLRIE RO . B TN e, &
G IR FAEA RANAS; IR FTE SIS AT 15 5 AR A5 5 R B R AR A Al 3R 2 () S ot P AN
JRLE MR, HESZREESH SENRZE. FHEUA. IRA . BRI K BT MBI, AR
B RLAE [F]— 2 OB 2 R A B BOGB X R B %, /il T E R M. RHEIE . AMEIRIIE.
R B AIN T “IRRAS R + CCTA MEH + FAI” (s E3kat; HoA 8 Bk fase BT i e
PSR DR, AN E A AT BEFE A A RN E

4. ImPRASIESR
4.1 BB RIBKESIESSEBR

FHIHLE] TAEH FAI BT RBUF R SR S HAE . T RAEH I REE SRR, RN aESE
1R ) o] A R AR [ 1] 7 2V IR B ik 25 & 1iF (acute coronary syndrome, ACS)H,  [F]— &8 & R BT
JE BBl i 0 3 el A A vy T AR SEAR TR, o T Ae e s O (10T B AE - Goeller S5 753 = 25993 48 (1 AH 24K
HZ179-69.1. —74.8 F-76.4HU [12]. 7 5 I A5 A T PERAAAAZE 57, e S AT e S s 28 Jol [l PR 55 FA)
R

TEARZmfEAE S A FAL R R ERBMAAE SR JZ . IEMEEM . KR RURE
A NIMES BT PEEEM, FAL WIS SMIN LS S TEAH OGRS PRI, T2 6 B AR B A 6 [ I L
i FAL BIER AR RE G IR E B 5. 40 FAL 5RRREH . ARSI B HL A AR B bk A5 72
FESLR M, LOARHR— “ B3 Fabs &3, —I 2022 LWL 20 TR 7T, 7797 Bz, A
FaEBEEL FAI P12 450 HU, B FAL 785 32BN RO M A SR AH G (EEE R AT 5 57 5 1 PR A
TS —BEHEF[4].
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4.2. THATRIG S5 R RIER K

KT KIS AR VEUESE R B CRISP-CT. #F 784 [mlii 7 4[5 1872 {51 A2 55 [H 2040 5] CCTA fi
B KRR R &R e bop AR v BRI fE BE SR E N NS B 5, A el IR S kil o FAL A5 5
OVRHEBE T K[3]. HEALAF 2 [1-70.1 HU 7E /> BAFI 276 AU IR 2 BT, (B =2 TRe e i 4%
FVEFIGUIRESE . SRS iR, SRR A SRR AR R R T, I ASREHE-70.1 HU %
e IS F T e B4 AN BRI [E 2 12 T 26 2] -

ORFAN i —55 52 T JoBH ZE M et R BN kB i o 0 AL 4R 95 [H 8 ZK < Pt 40,091 f511%4: CCTA 3,
81.1% A ILFH FEVERTAR; ATFEDS 2.7 4R, 1X— NE G ZE BRI R AE T4 =4y 2 I R BR RO i
EHARIRMESET[13]. {EHE3Z bRl FAI Score THHE I HARKBE VI I EFEA T, =2 E Z ki
JORE FUH R BUIN I X 2 &, i ELYE AL G IR 2 R e o A2 Y Bl 2 AN UG ek Bk mT 0L, Bl
Ak B PHFEARUEA T KRIAZE, CCTA AT RETE M HE T 2 AR 31 75 20 5 T o 65 30 00 9 e e Y

4.3. 8T R Sah7s i

HEMEITR FAI AR SOEIRES T AL . ARE A ATIEVERA S b, E B2 UM IR SE I 7 Bl E e
MESrER 12/23 BT AR 2 17 AN 4R 5, e FAL SR EARAE A2 3, 1A AR P 75 0] e
HBA Y EAAL[14]. ACS FEILMAAE F A a B AT HBLE SIS I B [2]. X LEW SRR FALfE N
ENARBR TR, AAREIEWHERER FAL BOIRYT HAR 2B L NUBESESSET:, K08 2 HOIE SR K
B EEPE BT B AR s IR R i = AN AT R St R A e i . EIRARRERT 7E L
BRI 1.

Table 1. Representative studies and their implications

# 1 REMEAREEBT

FR ARl FELER iR E 7~
Antonopoulos 2%, ZHZ1. PET 5 CCTAMH R =2 8HEL, JACME SO0 ARl 1 BA & J8 AR 1D T A g Ja 0 i
2017 [1] FLIAIE S AN 2 DR B B AR AT R ERA (A #E e
CRISP-CT, 2018  WAANMSZBAAY, &il ZREKIEE, AaiRshlkoss FAIES SR CCTA Z AT R
[3] 3912 f CYRPEBET A R TERAN S I E
Elnabawi 28, 134 B4R /B B & ATRENE EHIFIH—F S FAI TR, XTRRARN FORERTTISEL, EHA
2019 [14] MEE FHIFAE 4L REBARIG RS, R

8 [ % 40,091 ZRFAF R A ZE M ANRE; AriEfk FAL W ociEu B s B 25k

ORFAN, 2024 [13] 3393 s 4= K- B i Score 4 F kKU B, AR

e RS R T EEIEE R, BN B R NS A R A W R . CCTA AR BNk CT I iid% s
FAIl e Wi mde$; PET NIER T RKETWESHE.

5. BEESKR A
5.1. 5e& Tl EM BRIk ERIIXIE S B

B BT EURIA B ZEARHE R I, £EH# CCTA a0 W A KU I kS sk = | o b, —
SEAFAE SORE TG S IF P RE A AR R S AP B R ANBURZ . FAI W SEG R EER. dikisk. X
B a2 IE R R Se AVl 5 i A AR 4 R I R KU AN — B R . SR ierh RS 2
ML TE R CCTA MHIAITE, FRAEAEAR T 5t N ARRE FALL SRR SRE X S, 165 B 2 5
Wi E W TN R BT S OURBE VT 98, 1A 55 5 — ML 2 I
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5.2. HWENARENMERT

X THEL ACS BRAFAEZ SRR 83, AL A R kv FAL 3 s al 08 S HGE S RO Ah 2R R
I EARTEIA Y« IEVE AL R i W IR AL AT fE . 1245 Bk A O 58y CCTA JEAbEE, AERIBTN
MRS . A, SRR B RO RAEREEAR . G O DA SN DR A TR R AN
TEENKERE o AL FAL 23 Hr #8AN N 1 48 P REVE RS, AN REBUARIIL IR ) e ks R AR PR R (E . .

5.3 BMRERB SR EZSRE

TR FARIG PR 75 2 F IR 52 CCTA I, W LB FAL DLW 2O5E R AR AL AUAE X —FEFR1M
S I S ANTORT L 77 B e I Bk Z A . SEABLAS BT T (R 2 SEARHEAL FAI Score [FIBEHRAARA . R, RAEfe
FE R MR R A IE, AR AR AT . HLEs A S IR RE e A i SCBE, AR R T2 CT fH
SCOT-HEART MBI FL A, et il I 7 TS e s 2L A RS AR 3R v 1 IR TN 4 77 [9] o 670 52 2% 3 8 o £ [=)
WG MR A BRI A R RE AN E WA R, ARSI AN T A

6. FRMES Y

H AT 5 AN R IR PR SRR 55 . V52 45 3k B RUmUME ZERI O SR IAF1, Geith 2% Al K
B SRS T T UL IR s RE AR 45 o o AR FAL RSB IBR IR PLA B STP F ZRA G TG
AT, AEBENUR TR . S FEZ i L HARILE . /BT BE . e 7 A A S5 T A — 30,
S 7 A R B B A R S . SRR LSRR FAL AR YIS AR DG, (HAS R 2B i 57
4]

MEIRZ AW ERF L, FRE. EEE. EARSEH . XL AR S K4 28 Rk B 4T
DR B R T R A B RS DR AT I A T s e AR 2R . SR B IR )E
F AR S R o /D I S PR AR Ay B T Stk . R ML SR AT R . AL MBS KR 4G HU Sk
HEAPE o> Z TR 22500, PRI O BBl i FEA RS v AU SR R T 4% . tb4h, RALURA
FFERBEERENRE, WIMABERISE A0 B IE 77 A0 5 R R AT AR 5T

EROGNRE], FALE T B AR AR E . 5o 22k B T DL el 2 0 AH DG g Jiy 5 2008 i, mT R
TR AR VRS A . AR SRk G E 7E . AZFE R AR IR B RN . R g, R
TR E G H AR R S BRA “EER G N TRIRBI K R IEA DGR R AL IR e RE, B it
SR S A SR B IS

7. RRFRFE
7.1. MREE—: FAIESIRERKGTEREENERKER?

B TRHTHE TR 2ol BEAL. XUE « @R IR P9 CCTA RS ERBN KR <50%.
TSRV IR A S R R 318 B HARHEAL. FAL Score i BT i SOME KB FRHE R (38, 42ty 4337
B PERAEEL FAL 73R, HEBURAEAKOKALIR (RS B AN BSOS B & AR iR T 5 2 BB G
PRUEVRTT o EEL RHUEE SOV M SET . ARBOEE O SEBER M A P R 524, BT 2D 3
B WEN . et IR SCA N SRBEIR B T . 12 4 F FAL ZRAUAAE TR AL P A 9L
Ve, FFHER R ME B OLREI 0 HRFFE .

72. REREZ: REBREIENL. B HRSEARY FAI SEEEE?
REAGERTHENE . 2t 2] BB, IR CRUE IR IS5 NHEAE de AR R 150
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e S ACHPIRS MR AR N o 2% O FH 5 IR 0T S5 30RO AE AL AR, AEBI TR Bl B Bt A T 2
Jei B[ 58 F AT I, LRI 2R RS R VB Z R AL W HGRR A 2
i B AR A o v SRSz = 7 ] B Y R 46 76 A i HU S5 6 AL FAIL Score, 2145 R e N IR
Pty P LA 2.5~97.5 F B SR ANG E S, AEMIL O SE AN IR IR, I ATF B S G
i oy S AL IE Ja R AR 22 57

7.3. MRERE=: FAI ARABULZAABHUEREHBEBIRREN?

ALy )R E R S NIRRT . EE R E R REHIT EE R AR RVFERE, &
oririrzs; FHAERIGKREEZEE CCTA WEFE T REGHE—WL, HEHANHEXRE. B8
FREN /N AT RS AR A, o B S AT IS FAI 240 52501058 | =i C b EE [ BEE e RO I A e &,
TP “HARAREME” A “Un R SRS RE o R A AR () s R e i 22 HL 5 ST AR ) 2 Bl R
LR—8, AEBERRIERBEGEECEA: AR E I FAL IS 0 5 5 A L7 5 8% o
74. MREBE: FAI, REEFMREFINKERBHRAIEENILEEMNE?

JSEAE [F]— 22 FpCa BA A B B TR U ) S S SEHERI 9, [ s el B AR X L B A AN I R 56 )
4y, HRECT L4 E R B 55k FAL 5 FAI Score. FRP. R FERFE K Hfh A7, A7 I 45 5 B8 S 30
ERZS5IRIT R FOMARER IR AE. Fnl, s iiZdikas. Rk, N LEEN S A
PE: RN LA “IGIRAZ & + CCTA fRHIRFIE” REEL, 4 Al vrl FAL 1Y &0 (5 A B ALE FAL 2 |
(it — B . M RVE, AITEGFAE T W R UG B R S A A IR A 2 S, DK R AR
RO M F AR AR IR 2

75 WARERER: L FAI REESTREETITAFRANAENE?

FIRH CArb e o A I B B SR L v, K “ B0 FAL S8R H L CCTA I ” 5 “ ks
HEAL FAL S5 IR e 20 8 B WU 7 7 HEAT U I S 0 4E 90 RN TIB VR T LA . #4612 5
VSR, BE AR AN KA A EEA R OIE S, et BT RIEMH. FEIRRE
ARG R ROR . B, A G AN S VR I T P SUE R IG AT BHE IR ML IUAS (7] v a2 75 H
PABER A SGLEGYT, AL “REFIMAK:” 55 “Reckat 37 Xy,

8. &it

FAI TR B bk B 5 AT 5 2 RV A )2 Bk AR e (e m A CCTA BB A5 5, e Gl vF
WA 7E T R RIEA KGR . A TENEHS ACS JRAUMAE . ERBETAE Gz 11 XU IR FR R
WEIR 7T EM R RN P — P R R RS RM A A e e A B, 3 2R
WU ELFE XS S AN L U B A MRS —, DL FAL 159077 BT m (O BELIE S -
BT RTIESE, SIS A AR LR R R T B AR B SR A bR B, TS AR A 2 i B 24 ok
SEMIHAE . TEFRAEAL . 25 ATEIRAIE S5 I ARSI I8, RE R E %0512 RE 75 MBI TT 37 S5 kN W R et Lo
B, SR SRR LS ) B b 78 FAL X et J i 77 2 1] S5 B Ak AN A2 2R AR MRS AR AIE, (HHL IR R
FEAL SRR A IR EAL . WTARRENE L BT 6 SN RAIE KRt S B vk SR v 3R 2 A IE R

SE
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