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Abstract

Allen Wood’s “Marxist Immoralism” theory has an important influence in the western Marxism
academic circle. It is one of the causes and one of the most important participations of the great
debate about Marxist Moralism and Immoralism which happened in the 1970s. In term of its in-
sistence of the insight of the Historical Materialism, the theory has something correct as an
integral theory. But because of its misunderstanding about the Marxism, the theory has some de-
fects and limitations: the theory cannot explain the Capitalism in the Marxism, and loses the most
important features of Marxism; the principle “existence is reasonable”, which is concluded from
Allen Wood’s “Marxist Immoralism” theory, confuses the distinguish between the descriptive,
functional morality and the normative conception of morality. The “class interests argument”
makes the interests of the proletariat completely contradict with the moral values, and it cancels
the legitimacy of the interests of the proletariat. Allen Wood's "Marxist Immoralism" leads to the
overall digestion and loss of moral discourse in Marxist theory. And critique becomes impossible.
Itis a serious misinterpretation and misconception of Marxist theory
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