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Abstract

Marx’s correct understanding of human essence is not achieved overnight. From “self-consciousness”
in the period of Doctoral Dissertation to “rational freedom” in the period of working in Rhine; From
“man is the highest essence of man” in Critique of Hegel’s Philosophy of Law to “free and conscious ac-
tivities” in the Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts of 1844; From “the sum of all social relations” in
the Theses on Feuerbach to “human needs is human nature” in The German Ideology. It can be seen
that Marx’s understanding of human essence has experienced a gradual and continuous process from
immature to mature, from abstract to concrete, from quantitative change to qualitative change.
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