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Abstract

Denis Goulet believed that the essence of development should refer to the enrichment of human
quality of life, not to material abundance. Amartya Sen’s examination of development in “Develop-
ment as Freedom” is almost the same as that of Goulet, but unlike Goulet, Sen proposed a clear ethi-
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cal concept, that is, “freedom” to determine the goal of development. Sen broke through the limi-
tations of the traditional narrow view of development based on economic growth, shifted the focus
of his economic research to human rights and freedoms, corrected the long-standing situation of
serious separation between economics and ethics, and re-established the ethical dimension in the
study of economic problems. Although there are limits to the orientation of development from the
perspective of “freedom”, from the perspective of freedom, it is of great significance to examine de-
velopment at the ethical level, to guide development with ethical principles, and to view develop-
ment with freedom, which is of great significance to the construction of development ethics in China
and even in the world.
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