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Abstract

The formation of the sage concept has experienced continuous and uninterrupted evolution and
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accumulation, and has gradually become a stable concept. From the original “Saint” righteousness
to the “Saint” concept, which reflects the process of Chinese civilization, the formation of the idea
of Sage in Western Zhou dynasty was based on the idea of sage in the late Shang dynasty. To the
Western Zhou dynasty, the pre-king system and the pre-orthodoxy system called their ancestors
(former scholars) also saints, and around the emperor, with the status of God, with God as the ob-
ject of sacrifice. To the pre-Qin confucianists, the sage refers to Yao, Shun, Yu, Tang, Wen, Wu,
Duke of Zhou and the like, and the sage no longer has the status of a god, but becomes an idealized
personality. The concept of SAGE has undergone a great change from “Man and God are connected”
in the early Western Zhou dynasty to “Heaven and man are separated” in Xunzi, which is reflected
in the narrow concept of sage in the pre-Qin Confucianism. Not only is the content contained in the
sage concept narrow, but also the understanding of the sage has undergone a tremendous change.
The sage of pre-Qin Confucianism comes from the reality, but is higher than the reality. In the
concept of “Sage” of Confucianism, there is no conflict between man and God. This article takes the
pre-Qin Confucian sage concept as the core, inspects the pre-Qin Confucian sage concept trans-
formation to the Western Zhou dynasty.
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