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Abstract

The philosophy of Westfield was deeply influenced by Yangming’s philosophy of mind, and Budd-
hism is the common theoretical source of both. From the standpoint of epistemology, the author
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reveals the common ground between Yangming’s philosophy of mind and Westfield’s philosophy,
that is, the characteristics of practical philosophy of learning for mind’s sake rather than for
learning’s sake The difference between the two is that Westfield philosophy carries out the Budd-
hist standpoint of “No world without me” in cognitive activities, but Yangming’s philosophy of
mind does not deny the subjective status of “I” as the cognitive subject. Finally, by comparing the
concept of “Unity” in Westfield philosophy with that of “The unity of things and themselves” in
Yangming’s theory of mind, it is further argued that although Westfield philosophy and Yangm-
ing’s theory of mind present a difference in realism between Buddhist and Confucian thoughts, but
in a deeper sense, we can regard Westfield’s philosophy as the supplement and development of
Yangming's theory of mind from the perspective of Buddhism.
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