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Abstract

The cultural industry was developed by the Frankfurt School to explain and critique the commer-
cialisation and industrialisation of culture in the capitalist system. The cultural industry here emerges
as an instrument of commodity and ideological domination, “a depthless, schematic, easily repro-
ducible, mass-produced cultural product produced in an industrial society, intended for consumption
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by the urban masses and disseminated through the mass communication media in accordance with
the laws of the market”. As a product of historical development, the Frankfurt School, represented by
Adorno, and the Birmingham School, represented by Williams, had very different approaches to the
phenomenon of the cultural industry. Adorno, as the originator of the concept of the culture indus-
try, and his critical theory of popular culture, have received widespread attention and research, but
is the culture industry really only negative and only painful, while the Birmingham School has come
to a positive conclusion about the many aspects of the culture industry. A study of the two differ-
ent theories of the cultural industry will help the academic community to gain a more comprehen-
sive understanding of the emergence, development and impact of the cultural industry, and will
also help to better guide the direction of cultural development in China.
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