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Abstract

In his work Tongshu, Zhou Dunyi’s understanding of cosmological ontology and theory of mind
was mainly developed through the mutual interpretation of the Zhouyi and the Zhongyong. In the
Tongshu, Zhou Dunyi made two major breakthroughs, namely the elevation of ontology and the
initial construction of the mind-nature theory of Song-Ming Neo-Confucianism, which responded
forcefully to the challenge posed by Buddhism to the mainstream values of Confucianism, “broke
the darkness” for the development of the thinking of later scholars, and laid a foundation for the
development of Neo Confucianism in the later generations and gradually formed Neo Confucian-
ism in the Song and Ming Dynasties.
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