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Abstract

The term liberalism first originated in Spanish and was first used as the name of the Spanish Lib-
eral Party in the early 19th century. As its connotations continued to develop, it was later widely
used in Europe and North America and gradually became a school of thought representing bour-
geois thought. Liberalism began to produce a clear definition after the introduction of the concept

SCES|FH: ART. O E B SBOA A R AED]. TR, 2023, 12(1): 241-246
DOI: 10.12677/acpp.2023.121044


https://www.hanspub.org/journal/acpp
https://doi.org/10.12677/acpp.2023.121044
https://doi.org/10.12677/acpp.2023.121044
https://www.hanspub.org/

S
H

iy

that the individual could be the basis of a stable society, and this concept was first introduced in
Locke’s work The Treatise of Government. John Locke, one of the British liberal thinkers, was a think-
er with deep philosophical knowledge and is also considered one of the earliest British empiricists.
In his book The Treatise of Government, Locke took empiricist epistemology as a starting point and
systematically elaborated the basic elements of his liberal political philosophy, and his liberal
philosophical ideas had a significant impact on the history of Western philosophy, and he made
the concept of freedom widely spread in the world. The study of Locke’s liberal political philoso-
phy not only can further understand the important role played by liberalism in the field of West-
ern ideology, but also can play a positive role in promoting the construction of a rule of law state
and deepening the reform of political system in China.
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